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Continuing the 
woe at Ferrari…

START YOUR ENGINES

Another year, and, it 
seems, another Ferrari 
rollercoaster. It only 
took the first round of 

the 2023 World Championship 
before the stories of heads 
rolling began and the usual 
Ferrari onslaught was delivered. 
The season-opening Bahrain 
Grand Prix was far from an ideal 
situation for the Maranello-
based squad with Charles 
Leclerc retiring with a reliability 
problem late on in the 
race while running in 
third place.

Its podium hopes then 
rested with Carlos Sainz 
who found himself being 
easily overtaken by 
Fernando Alonso in the Aston 
Martin, with the Silverstone 
squad having made a seismic 
jump in the pecking order 
compared to last 2022.

It was no doubt an embarrassing 
situation for Ferrari, but things 
got worse when reports of 
instability and unhappy heads 
in the team emerged in the days 
following the race. But both 

drivers quickly moved to clarify 
the situation ahead of the race 
weekend in Jeddah, suggesting 
that the matter has been greatly 
exaggerated.

“It is a lot better than what the 
news makes it sound like,” said 
Sainz. “Because when you look 
back at this and how many 
rumours there's been around 
it seems like the place is not in 
a great moment, but I can tell 

you, it is so clear to us what we 
need to improve, how we need 
to do it, and what are the short, 
medium and long term targets 
that I actually am very surprised 
how some people back at home 
have been trying to destabilise 
a bit the team. 

“Because some call it crisis; 
we've only done one race. 
It's impossible to judge the 

performance in this race. We are 
the first ones that are not happy 
with how this first race went and 
we are the most bothered about 
it. And we are the most affected 
by it. And we are going to try 
as much as possible to try and 
improve it. So yeah, I'm pretty 
calm about it and I see people 
at home committed, focused 
and with a very clear target in 
mind, and I include myself in it.”

But things in Jeddah 
didn’t seem to be much 
better. Although Leclerc 
appeared to possess 
strong pace in qualifying, 
he was issued a 
10-place grid penalty for 
overstepping the Power 

Unit quota in just the second 
round of the year. Sainz too 
seemed unsettled, clearly also 
having the pace in sectors two 
and three where he was fasted 
in Q3 but that didn’t help after 
mistakes in Q1 relegated him 
to fifth fasted and moving up 
to fourth after Leclerc’s engine 
penalty was applied.

As the drivers highlighted that 

“Things in Jeddah 
didn’t seem to be much 

better.”

It has been a tough start 
to 2023 for Ferrari



Red Bull was “on another planet” 
throughout the weekend; in the 
race, things seemed to get even 
worse. Out-paced, obviously, by 
Red Bull, both the Aston Martins 
and Mercedes’s left Sainz 
and Leclerc languishing down 
in sixth and seventh places 
respectively.

While they 
n a t u r a l l y 
wouldn’t come 
out publicly 
to the Tifosi 
and admit that 
things are not in a grand place 
right now, Ferrari’s Formula 1 
programme has been a difficult 
place for a number of years 
with, and as of yet, there are 
no visible signs that things are 
getting any better, anytime 
soon!

Its title drought now stretches 
back to Kimi Räikkönen and the 
2008 season - a period when 
Formula 1 was still in the early 
stages of the V8 era, Lewis 
Hamilton and Sebastian Vettel 
were title-less, and Japanese 
giants Toyota and Honda both 
had F1 operations on the grid.

The Ferrari 
team has gone 
through great 
changes in that 
time, but titles 
have escaped 

its grasp. Its jump in form last 
year after dismal 2020 and 
2021 seasons provided hope 
that things were on the way up 
- but it seems clear after the 
first couple of rounds in 2023 
that it is still unable to mount a 
challenge.

Legendary motorsport and 
Formula 1 figure, Frederic 
Vasseur, is the latest candidate 
to attempt to spearhead the 
Scuderia towards further 

title glory. It has a stable, and 
arguably, one of the strongest 
driver line-ups in Charles Leclerc 
and Carlos Sainz. And yet it 
still can’t seem to unlock the 
missing step that brings it back 
to the head of the F1 standings.

And while changing personnel 
at the top of the team seems 
to be the fashionable thing in 
Formula 1 nowadays with six 
of the 10 teams having now 
changed Team Principals in the 
last twelve months or so, this 
is not a fix for Ferrari. With a 
Team Principal answering not 
to shareholders but usually the 
Italian Sporting Press and the 
Tifosi, perhaps the team needs 
some wholesale changes that 
go to the core of how the team 

actually operates on a day-to-
day basis?

But just how much change 
does the team need to go 
through before it returns to 
championship glory? And how 
much longer do the passionate 
Tifosi have to wait to see their 
red team clinch a title again? 
Based on current evidence, it 
may be some time yet…

Sainz has played down 
Ferrari’s current 

situation

“The Ferrari team has gone 
through great changes.”

Russell was also cheered 
when he crashed during 

qualifying

Leclerc retired from the 
season-opening grand 

prix

START YOUR ENGINES

Jeddah wasn’t a strong 
showing for Ferrari

The new man in charge



SAUDI ARABIAN GP

Red Bull dominated the opening round of the campaign in Bah-
rain two weeks ago, and as the sport arrived in Jeddah, their 
rivals were looking to disrupt proceedings. However, the pace 
of the championship leaders would not be hard to overcome 
around the tricky, fast-flowing Jeddah Corniche Circuit…

FERGAL WALSH / EDITOR 

GRAHAM HARRIS / EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

2023 FIA FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING
HIGHLIGHTS

Red Bull’s Sergio Perez took 
an easy pole poeisiotn 

ahead of Charles Leclerc 
and Fernando Alonso after 
championship leader Max 
Verstappen was forced out of 
qualifying in Q2 with a drive 
shaft issue.

Perez set a time of 1:29.244s 
in Q3 under the lights of the 
Jeddah Corniche Circuit. The 
Red Bull driver set a time 0.115s 
ahead of the second fastest 
time set by Charles Leclerc, 
who will start the race in 12th 
due to a penalty.

Red Bull’s Verstappen made a 
shock exit from qualifying, as 

the session entered into the 
final five minutes of Q2. The 
Dutchman was forced to limp 
back to the pits, saying over the 
radio, “I have a problem. Engine 
problem”.

Verstappen’s absence in Q3 
opened up the possibility for 
three different teams to occupy 
the top three positions. But no 
one could match the pace of 
Perez in the remaining Red Bull, 
even with Aston Martin and 
Ferrari coming within touching 
distance.

George Russell made a surprise 
leap to set the fourth fastest 
time in Q1, followed by Carlos 

Verstappen drops out in Q2 after 
drive shaft failure

Perez largely unchallenged en route 
to pole

Hamilton struggles to eighth

Piastri makes Q3 appearance for 
McLaren

Sainz who had appeared 
to struggle throughout the 
session, the pair will start on 
the second row of the grid.

McLaren’s Oscar Piastri also 
made a surprise appearance 
in Q1 after the team faced a 
troubling season opener in 
Bahrain. Lando Norris couldn’t 
repeat the same for his side 
of the garage, after hitting the 
wall in Q1.

Times were tight throughout 
the session, with the Q1 and Q2 
midfield battles proving to be 
close throughout.

Gasly was the final driver to 
scrape into Q3, knocking out 
Nico Hulkenberg after it had 
initially looked like he would 
progress into Q1 after out 
qualifying team-mate Kevin 
Magnussen who qualified P13.

Lodged between the two Haas 
drivers was Zhou Guanyu, 
who out-qualified team-mate 
Valtteri Bottas. Bottas, too, was 
a victim of the Q2 dropzone in 
14th, ahead of the stricken Red 
Bull driven by Verstappen.

It was a disappointing day 
for the AlphaTauri drivers, 
with both dropping out of the 
session in Q1.  Yuki Tsunoda 
bested rookie team-mate 

Nyck de Vries, with the latter 
admitting to making a mistake 
at the final corner which cost 
him lap time.

Fresh from his points finish 
at the Bahrain Grand Prix, 
Alexander Alon was 17th for 
Williams, while his stable-mate 
Logan Sargeant likely ended up 
as the most disappointed driver 
in the field.

The American driver had set 
a lap time that would’ve been 
enough to easily see him into 
the second stage of qualifying 
– however he was marked for 
track limits. Sargeant dipped a 
wheel into the painted line on 
the run-up to the line, which is 
illegal as outlined in the race 
director’s notes.

On his next attempt, he made a 
costly mistake and was forced 
to pull over and rue his effort. 
Norris, too, tapped the wall on 
one of his efforts which left 
him with a damaged car. He 
returned to the pits but was 
unable to return and will share 
the back row with Sargeant on 
Sunday evening.

QUALIFYING
RESULT

S. PEREZ / RED BULL

C. LECLERC / FERRARI

F. ALONSO / ASTON MARTIN

G. RUSSELL / MERCEDES

C. SAINZ  / FERRARI

L. STROLL / ASTON MARTIN

E. OCON / ALPINE 

L. HAMILTON / MERCEDES

O. PIASTRI / MCLAREN

P. GASLY / ALPINE

N. HULKENBERG / HAAS

Z. GUANYU / ALFA ROMEO

K. MAGNUSSEN / HAAS

V. BOTTAS / ALFA ROMEO

M. VERSTAPPEN / RED BULL

Y. TSUNODA / ALPHATAURI

A. ALBON / WILLIAMS 

N. DE VRIES / ALPHATAURI

L. NORRIS / MCLAREN

L. SARGEANT / WILLIAMS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Perez cruises to Jeddah pole as 
Verstappen drops out in Q2



RACE

HIGHLIGHTS
Sergio Perez took the fifth 

race victory of his Formu-
la 1 career to date, dominat-
ing the race in Saudi Arabia to 
cross the line nearly six sec-
onds ahead of Max Verstappen. 
Perez led almost all of the 50-
lap grand prix, which was inter-
rupted briefly midway through 
by a Safety Car following a re-
tirement for Lance Stroll.

Verstappen recovered from 
15th on the grid to take second 
place as Red Bull recorded a 
second consecutive 1-2 finish, 
while Fernando Alonso convert-
ed his front-row start into back-
to-back podium results and the 
100th of his career, but it wasn’t 

a conventional one...

As the lights went out at the 
start of the grand prix, Perez 
chopped across the track to 
cover off Alonso, but the Aston 
Martin driver’s jump was too 
great and he emerged into the 
lead as the cars filtered through 
Turn 1. But only moments lat-
er, Alonso was flagged by the 
stewards for being in an incor-
rect starting position and while 
he was on his second lap, the 
Spaniard was issued a five-sec-
ond time penalty, which he lat-
er served during his pit stop.

Further behind, Oscar Piastri 
was forced to pit after picking 

Alonso beats Perez off the line to 
lead for three laps

Red Bull pace proves to be too much 
as Perez leads 1-2 ahead of Ver-
stappen

Both Mercedes finish ahead of both 
still-struggling Ferraris

Magnussen puts a point on the 
board for Haas

Perez digs deep to take Jeddah victory

SAUDI ARABIAN GRAND PRIX
RACE REPORT 

up front wing damage following 
unavoidable contact with Pierre 
Gasly going through Turns 3 
and 4, undoing the strong per-
formance he displayed during 
Saturday’s qualifying event.

On lap four, Perez closed in on 
Alonso and made his way to 
the front of the field once again 
by overtaking into the first cor-
ner. But the move was far from 
smooth as a lock up forced 
Perez deep into the corner and 
he only just made it past the 
Spaniard on the exit.

Meanwhile back in the pack, 
Charles Leclerc was now fol-
lowing the back of a group 
headed by Lewis Hamilton after 
the Monegasque had initially 
gone nowhere in the open-
ing laps after his twelfth place 
start. Seemingly he managed 
to knuckle down and found the 
pace to move ahead of Gasly 
on lap seven before pursuing 
the Hamilton led group ahead.

Behind that pack, Verstappen 
found himself just inside the 
points after overtaking Alfa 
Romeo’s Zhou Guanyu on the 
following tour of the track. 
Ahead of this battle, Hamilton 
was warned for weaving on the 
straights, before he was passed 
by Leclerc who was the only 
driver in the field who had opt-
ed to start with the Soft com-
pound.

Verstappen was then next in 

the queue behind Hamilton 
after making his way ahead of 
Gasly.

The two old rivals went wheel-
to-wheel on lap 12, but Hamil-
ton didn’t offer much of a fight 
to the reigning World Champion 
and was quickly demoted down 
to ninth place.

Up front meanwhile, Perez had 
begun to stretch his legs ahead 
of Alonso and now had a gap 
of three seconds, while Alon-

Circuit: Jeddah 
Laps: 50 (6.174km)
Lap Record: 1:30.734

(Below) Red Bull’s advantage 
was evident early on

(Bottom) Verstappen recovered 
from 15th on the grid

C. SAINZ (2020)



(Top) The two Haas drivers 
battle for position

 
(Right) It was a mild race for 

Ferrari

so, in turn, was comfortably in front 
of Russell in third place. Leclerc’s 
recovery following his grid penalty 
continued as he moved ahead of 
Ocon, with Verstappen following suit 
not long after.

With the pit stop window starting to 
open, it was Aston Martin’s Lance 
Stroll who was the first of the ma-
jor players to pit, swapping a set of 
Mediums for Hards at the end of lap 
13. A handful of laps later, Sainz pit-
ted and successfully jumped ahead 
of Stroll, who had been ahead of the 
lead Ferrari prior to the stops.

Just behind them, Verstappen was 
about to overtake Leclerc, but the 
Ferrari driver pitted to get rid of the 
Soft compound tyres on lap 17. Mo-
ments later, however, Stroll received 
instructions from his pit wall to stop 
the car on lap 13. With Race Con-
trol being partially unsighted as to 
where the green AMR23 had come 
to a stop, a full Safety Car deployed. 
With it later transpiring that Stroll 
had stopped behind the barriers and 
on an escape road well off the race 
track, the Safety Car’s deployment 
was moot and merely served to 
bunch the pack up a la NASCAR…

The remaining front-runners who 
had yet to stop, all ducked into the 
pits for their planned tyre swaps, 
including Verstappen suddenly who 
found himself sitting in fourth place 
having benefitted from a cheap stop 
too.

At the restart, Perez wasted no 
time streaking away from Alonso, 
while Verstappen piled the pressure 
on Russell for a spot on the podi-

um, and moved ahead of the black 
Mercedes on lap 23. And from there 
Verstappen also wasted no time 
moving in front of Alonso for sec-
ond.

Hamilton was now very rapid as he 
was the only driver inside the top 
10 with Medium tyres on board and 
after a few tense laps, successfully 
placed Sainz in his mirrors to move 
into fifth place which seemed sur-
prisingly easy to those watching. 
Despite Pirelli claiming that the pace 
difference between the Hard and 
Medium compounds would be min-
imal on the Jeddah track surface, it 
soon became clear that the Medium 
compound was the one to be on.

Shortly thereafter, Albon became 
the second driver to retire from the 
race as he too reported an issue 
with his brakes. Despite his issues, 
the Anglo-Thai driver managed to 
bring his car back to the Williams 
garage without interrupting the race 
flow with another Safety Car.

The Red Bulls were now running 
comfortably at the front of the field 
with a substantial lead and even 
Verstappen having a double dig-
it gap for comfort. But sure as the 
sun comes up in the morning, it was 
time for the Red Bull radios to start 
chattering; first to voice his concern 
was Verstappen who complained of 
a noise coming from the drive shaft 
while Perez, next up, stated he was 
getting a long brake pedal…

But neither need have worried as 
they both cruised to the finish, with 
Perez boasting a gap of over five 
seconds ahead of his teammate 



(Top) Gasly scored back-
to-back P9 results

(Right) Alonso’s podium joy 
was short-lived

(Left) Stroll’s retirement 
caused a questionable 
Safety Car

(Below) Perez commanded 
the field

under investigation again as 
Race Control suspected that 
the penalty wasn’t served cor-
rectly. The Stewards found this 
to be the case and handed 
Alonso a 10-second time pen-
alty, demoting him to fourth in 
the final order.

In their decision, the Stewards 
decided that one of the me-
chanics began touching the 
car prior to the full five sec-
onds being completed. Aston 
Martin had suspected prior to 
the chequered flag that Alon-
so could be in danger, and told 
him to create a five-second gap 

while Alonso crossed the line third 
followed by Russell and Hamil-
ton who were fourth and fifth for 
Mercedes respectively. Perez was a 
happy camper.

“It turned out to be tougher than ex-
pected. The safety car, we really did 
the job in the first stint trying to take 
the victory from us again in Jeddah,” 
Perez said after the race referring 
to last year’s race, where he led the 
race but a Safety Car ruined his race 
after he made his pit stop.

“The team did a fantastic job. They 
worked so hard during the weekend. 
We had a lot of mechanical issues 
but they have been on top of it. It’s 
time to celebrate. The important 
thing today, is that we were the fast-
est car today. There is some work to 
do. We need to do some work to get 
better starts in the future.”

Sunday marked yet another disap-
pointing day for Ferrari who trundled 
home in sixth and seventh place in 
what was a lonely affair, with Sainz 
leading Leclerc across the finish 
line well ahead of the group behind 
them but with Sainz nearly five sec-
onds behind the second Mercedes of 
Hamilton.

Alpine took double points haul with 
Ocon and Gasly, while a fierce late-
race battle saw Kevin Magnussen 
best Yuki Tsunoda for the final point 
on offer. McLaren, Alfa Romeo, Al-
phaTauri and Williams all failed to 
walk away from the race with points 
on the board.

But just seconds after the drivers 
stepped off the podium, it was an-

nounced that Fernando Alonso has 
been stripped of his podium result 
after he was found to have served 
his in-race penalty correctly. As a 
result, George Russell was promoted 
to third place for Mercedes. Replays 
showed that he was too far to the 
left for the starting procedure.

“Obviously I made a mistake, so 
when they told me about the 5 sec-
ond penalty I said, ‘OK, I need to 
drive a little bit faster’ to get those 
5 seconds. I need to review,” Alonso 
said, prior to being notified about 
the punishment that dropped him 
off the podium.

“Today is not good for the fans when 
you have 35 laps to apply the penal-
ty and inform about the penalty and 
you wait after the podium. There is 
something really wrong in the sys-
tem, it’s the way it is, I feel sorry for 
the fans, but I really enjoyed the 
podium, I took the trophy, I have 
the pictures, I celebrated with the 
champagne and now 15 or 12 points 
doesn’t change much for me.

“It’s not fair for George as I guess 
the Mercedes sponsors will love to 
be on the podium, for us it’s good, 
we have [title partner] Aramco, we 
have the pictures. It’s not fair for 
George as if he really was third in 
the race he should enjoy the podium 
and not me, I feel sorry for George, 
for Mercedes sponsors, for George’s 
fans.”

Alonso had initially served the pen-
alty during his one and only pit stop 
of the race, which came under a 
Safety Car following the retirement 
of his team-mate Lance Stroll. But 
after the race, he was immediately 



(Top) The two Alpine drivers 
battle for position

 
(Right) Piastri was strong 
against team-mate Norris

onds being completed. Aston Martin 
had suspected prior to the cheq-
uered flag that Alonso could be in 
danger, and told him to create a 
five-second gap to Russell behind.
But the end penalty is double what 
the team anticipated, meaning the 
Silverstone squad lost a back-to-
back podium finish.

That, it seemed, promoted Mercedes 
driver George Russell to the final po-
dium spot who was happy to receive 
the increased points but found Alon-
so’s penalty rather harsh.

“There was a lot of confusion be-
cause I thought Fernando had a 
five-second penalty so I didn’t want 
us [Hamilton and Russell] to be 
fighting between one another and 
[for] us both lose out to Fernando. 
I wanted us to manage our tyres, 
stay in striking distance and then we 
could have a fair battle towards the 
end. [I was] pleased to come home 
in P4, to be honest, the penalty for 
Fernando is pretty harsh. They are 
the deserving podium finishers to-
day, but I’ll take an extra trophy so 
I’m not complaining too much!”

However, after the FIA reviewed the 
incident once more at the request 
of Aston Martin, Alonso bizzarly had 
his podium result reinstated.

The FIA explained that Aston Martin 
had presented evidence of previous 
examples when touching the car 
while serving a penalty did not re-
sult in a punishment.

Formula 1 returns in two weeks’ time 
for the third round of the campaign 
around Albert Park, Melbourne.



POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Sergio Perez Ferrari

2 Max Verstappen Red Bull 5.355

3 Fernando Alonso Aston Martin 20.728

4 George Russell Mercedes 25.866

5 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 31.065

6 Carlos Sainz Ferrari 35.876

7 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 43.162

8 Esteban Ocon Alpine 52.832

9 Pierre Gasly Alpine 54.747

10 Kevin Magnussen Haas 1:04.826

11 Yuki Tsunoda AlphaTauri 1:07.494

12 Nico Hulkenberg Haas 1:10.588

13 Zhou Guanyu Alfa Romeo 1:16.060

14 Nyck de Vries AlphaTauri 1:17.478

15 Oscar Piastri McLaren 1:25.021

16 Logan Sargeant Williams 1:26.293

17 Lando Norris McLaren 1:26.445

18 Valtteri Bottas Alfa Romeo 1 Lap

19 Alexander Albon Aston Martin DNF

20 Lance Stroll Aston Martin DNF

RESULT
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Max Verstappen 44

2 Sergio Perez 43

3 Fernando Alonso 30

4 Carlos Sainz 20

5 Lewis Hamilton 20

6 George Russell 18

7 Lance Stroll 8

8 Charles Leclerc 6

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Red Bull 87

2 Aston MartinMercedes 38

3 Mercedes 38

4 Ferrari 26

5 Alpine 8

6 Alfa Romeo 4

7 Haas 1

8 Williams 1

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

WINNER
SERGIO PEREZ



SNAPSHOT

Williams couldn’t replicate 
a top 10 result from Bahrain

The dash 
to Turn 1

Alonso’s 
costly pit stop

Alonso led early on 
before Perez got past



 

TOP        SHOT
Sparky! The Haas strikes the 
kerb, kicking sparks into the 

night sky
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CULLEN AND HAMILTON PART 
AFTER SEVEN YEARS 

SAUDI ARABIA OPEN TO TWO EVENTS WHEN 
QIDDIYA BUILT 
Saudi Arabia could host two 
Formula 1 races annually 
when construction of the new 
entertainment city of Qiddiya 
is completed. That’s according 
to the Saudi Motorsport 
Company’s chairman Prince 
Khalid Bin Sultan Al Abdullah 
Al-Faisal, who spoke to media 
including Motorsport Monday 
in Jeddah. 

Construction of the Qiddiya 
project, which is located in 
the Riyadh region, began in 
2019 and aims to decrease 
the nation’s reliance on 
oil-related income. F1 has 
intended for some time to 
race in Qiddiya in the future, 
with an F1-eligible track being 
incorporated into the design 
of the city. Plans for F1 to race 
in Qiddiya have been pushed 
to 2027, according to Prince 
Khalid.

“We think we will go there 

in ’27 and ’28,” he said. “The 
feedback from FOM and the 
people who watch the race, 
they love the track. The track 
is at the centre of Qiddiya. 
They are re-doing the master 
plans because things change 
on these big projects. We 
can’t just finish the track and 
we move the race to Qiddiya 
while it’s a construction 
site. So we want to go there 
when the project, the city, is 
completed.”

F1 raced around the Jeddah 
Corniche Circuit for the first 
time in 2021, and is expected 
to be the home of the Saudi 
Arabian Grand Prix until the 
Qiddiya track is completed. 
However, Prince Khalid has 
not ruled out the prospect of 
F1 competing at both venues 
on a permanent basis.

“Saudi Arabia is a very big 
market, we have a strong 

economy,” he said. “The idea 
of having two races in Saudi 
is doable. F1 is growing, there 
is a lot of demand here and 
because Saudi is big, the 
regions are so far away, it’s 
like the States. You have 
three races in the States 
because the market is big 
there and there is a demand. 
The demand is there, [but] the 
decision is not made. 

“There are a lot of things that 
we need to consider and I 
don’t know if even we want 
to host two races here, is it 
practical and feasible for FOM 
and the teams? We built this 
track to last, so in theory, yes 
we can have two races. The 
sport is growing, the demand 
is growing, so I would not be 
surprised if Saudi, in the near 
future, will host two races, I 
wouldn’t be surprised. The 
demand is there and we have 
two beautiful facilities.”

Lewis Hamilton’s performance 
coach and close confident 
Angela Cullen is to leave her 
role with the seven-times World 
Champion. Cullen became 
Hamilton’s physiotherapist in 
2016 and was alongside the 
Briton for four of his seven 
Formula 1 world titles. 

Hamilton has previously 
described her arrival as “one of 
the greatest things to happen in 
my life” and “the single hardest-
working woman” in Formula 1. 
On Friday the pair announced 
a mutual split and paid an 
emotion tribute to each other.

“For the last seven years Angela 
has been by my side, pushing 
me to be the best version of 
myself,” Hamilton said. “I am a 
stronger athlete and a better 
person because of her. So 
today I hope you’ll join me in 
wishing her the very best as she 
takes her next steps to pursue 

her dreams. Thank you for 
everything Ang, I can’t wait to 
see what the future has in store 
for you.”

Cullen described Hamilton as 
‘the GOAT’, commenting: “I am 
so grateful and blessed to have 
had this incredible journey in 
F1 and I know my story will 
continue. It’s been such an 
honour and a pleasure to stand 
alongside you, I’m so proud of 
you, and everything you have 
achieved. 

“Thank you for supporting me, 
believing in me, and showing 
me the limitless potential we all 
have within us. I am so excited 
to watch the next chapter for 
you. There’s nothing you can’t 
do.”

Hamilton has worked with Cullen since 2016 

Saudi Arabia joined 
the schedule in 2021



Aston Martin strengthened 
its Saudi Arabia ties by 
appointing SAUDIA as its 
official airline partner. The 
team’s title partner is state-
owned oil firm Aramco. 

Williams has appointed 
Frederic Brousseau as its 
new Chief Operating Officer. 
He arrives after almost three 
decades of experience in the 
aerospace industry. 

NEWS BITES HAAS AUTOMATION REJECTS RUSSIA 
SUPPLY CLAIMS 

Haas Automation, the parent 
company of the Haas Formula 
1 team, has responded to a 
report that claims it broke 
sanctions imposed on Russia 
following its invasion of 
Ukraine. The parent company, 
founded by Gene Haas, is one 
of the largest machine tool-
building parties in the world. 
Last week, PBS ran a story that 
Haas Automation had provided 
machines and parts to Russia, 
which violates US sanction 
regulations. Haas says that the 
story is “simply false”, offering 
a series of points to counter 
the report.

They are;

• Haas Automation is 
and has always been in 
full compliance with U.S. 
Government export control.
• No machines have 
shipped from the Haas 
Automation factory to Russia 
since March 3, 2022.
• The 18 machines 
referenced in the story left 

the Haas Automation factory 
prior to the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.
• Haas Automation 
voluntarily chose to terminate 
its relationship with the 
Russian distributor, which has 
never been required by any U.S. 
sanctions.
• Haas Automation 
completely supports Ukraine 
and its people in their defense 
against Russia.

It also added that shortly 
after the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine began, it terminated 
its relationship with its 
sole existing independent 
distributor for Russia and 
Belarus, Abate Management. 
Since then, it has not shipped 
any machinery or parts to 
Russia, and says that this fact 
was made clear to PBS before 
the report aired. Haas F1 also 
took action after Russia’s 
invasion, severing ties with 
title sponsor Uralkali and driver 
Nikita Mazepin.

AUSTRIA EXTENDS F1 RACE DEAL THROUGH 
2027 

Formula 1’s Austrian Grand 
Prix will remain on the 
calendar through 2027 after a 
new four-year agreement was 
reached. The Red Bull Ring 
returned to the schedule in 
2014, following its renovation 
by the firm, after it previously 
hosted Formula 1 under the 
A1 Ring name, and before 
that, the Österreichring. 
The country also hosted the 
opening two rounds of the 
pandemic-hit 2020 season 
and stepped in to hold two 
events again in the 2021 
campaign. 

“The Austrian Grand Prix 
brings together the perfect 
mix of a challenging track, 
high-speed racing, and 
a beautiful venue for our 
fans, so I am delighted that 
we will be coming back to 
the Red Bull Ring until at 
least 2027 under this new 
agreement,” said F1 CEO 

Stefano Domenicali. “As we 
celebrate the 10th year since 
our return to Spielberg, I 
would like to thank everyone 
involved in this renewal, 
especially the promoter and 
Red Bull. I want to pay tribute 
to Dietrich Mateschitz for 
the love, passion, and vision 
he brought to Formula 1 that 
has ensured the continued 
success of the event and 
the huge enthusiasm for our 
sport in Austria and around 
the world.”

The 2023 Austrian Grand Prix 
will take place from June 30 
– July 2, and will feature the 
Sprint format for the second 
consecutive year.

“We are proud of the special 
partnership we have with 
Formula 1,” said the venue’s 
General Manager Erich Wolf. 
“We are absolutely delighted 
to be welcoming the top class 

of motorsport to the Red 
Bull Ring for a further four 
years. In signing this contract 
extension, Formula 1 has 
made a strong commitment 
to Austria, Styria and the 
Murtal region.”

Haas Automation dismissed a 
PBS report linking it with Russia 

Austria returned to 
the F1 calendar in 2014



1000 MILES OF SEBRING
It’s a new dawn for the FIA’s World Endurance Championship 
with the start of ‘convergence’ between the IMSA and WEC 
regulations, plus the addition of Ferrari to the Hypercar class 
with the new 499P. Added to that we have a total 11 entries 
in the premier HYPERCAR class but can anyone of the nine 
others unseat Toyota from their WEC crown?

PHIL OAKLEY / SPORTSCARS EDITOR

2023 WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING

HIGHLIGHTS

Ferrari’s Antonio Fuoco took 
a stunning pole position in 

the 499P’s debut race for the 
FIA World Endurance Champi-
onship’s 1000 Miles of Sebring. 
The #50 Ferrari 499P driver 
set a lap time of 1m 45.067s 
to take pole position ahead of 
both Toyotas, with Brendon 
Hartley and Kamui Kobayas-
hi unable to match the Italian 
stallion in their Japanese-Ger-
man Toyota GR010s.

Indeed, Hartley was a full two 
tenths off Fuoco in the #8 Toy-
ota, and Kobayashi a further 
half a second back in the sis-
ter #7 Toyota. And apart from 
briefly leading the session in 

the early stages, Toyota never 
topped the timesheets, with 
Ferrari quicker for almost all 
the 15 minute session around 
the classic airfield circuit that is 
Sebring.

In the Hypercar session, the 
early pace was set by Porsche 
as the drivers struggled to 
warm their tyres up, now that 
tyre warmers are no longer al-
lowed in WEC competition. The 
#93 Peugeot 9X8, with Mikkel 
Jensen behind the wheel, brief-
ly stopped at the hairpin early 
on, which threatened to bring 
out a yellow flag on proceed-
ings, but luckily the Danish 
driver managed to get the car 

Antonio Fuoco takes pole on new 
Ferrari 499P’s debut

Toyota shell-shocked as they end 
qualifying with a 2-3

Oliver Jarvis fastest in LMP2 as the 
only driver in the 1m 49s

Sarah Bovy beats Ben Keating to 
claim third pole in four races

Dawn of a new age with 11 entries in 
the premier class

going again. Peugeot technical 
director Olivier Jansonnie later 
told reporters after qualifying 
that Jensen had stopped with a 
tyre locking problem. 

“He had an issue with rear 
locking and the gears due to 
the cold tyres,” said the Peuge-
ot technical director. “But it’s 
easily fixed.” 

Soon after, Hartley began to 
show Toyota’s pace with a 1m 
49.090s as the tyres on the #8 
Toyota GR010 Hybrid warmed 
up, but this was still multiple 
seconds off the ultimate lap 
time that the car was capa-
ble of. Michael Christensen in 
the #5 Porsche later improved 
on this to a post a time of 1m 
47.387s — arguably the first 
truly representative lap of the 
session — but then Alessandro 
Pier Guidi blasted it out of ex-
istence with a 1m 46.364s in 
the #51 Ferrari 499P.

Toyota took up the challenge 
with Hartley going quicker 
still and setting a time of 1m 
45.364s to briefly go to the 
top of the timesheets, with his 
teammate and Toyota team 
principal Kamui Kobayashi hav-
ing to settle for time half a sec-
ond slower.

Fuoco, meanwhile, was on a 
monster of a lap — although 

Ferrari’s new dawn is bright!

(Below) The new Vanwall was 
struggling with the Sebring 

bumps

(Bottom) Jarvis’ lap, the only P2 
in the 1:49s, secured him LMP2 

pole



(Top) Toyota were shellshocked 
by Ferrari’s pole position lap

(Right) The Porsche 963 did not 
have the pace of the leading 

Hypercars

he’d later say he’d made small 
mistakes. Regardless of this pos-
turing, the young Italian quickly 
took the top spot on the timing 
chart off Hartley with a stunning 
lap of 1m 45.067s, a position he’d 
never lose. The Toyotas, realis-
ing they couldn’t beat this, pitted 
with time to spare, waving the 
white flag in surrender to Fuoco’s 
lap, on the 499P’s competitive 
debut.

So, with Fuoco’s #50 Ferrari and 
the two Toyotas behind, fourth 
on the grid went to the sister #51 
Ferrari of Alessandro Pier Guidi, 
with a time of 1m 45.874s. The #2 
Cadillac V.Series-R of Alex Lynn 
was in fifth, followed by the two 
Penske Porsches of Kevin Estre, 
in the #6 Porsche 963, and Mi-
chael Christensen in the sister 
#5.

The two Peugeots were only able 
to manage eighth and ninth, with 
#94 Peugeot 9X8’s Loic Duval 
followed by Mikel Jensen, who’d 
recovered from the rear lock-
ing problems he’d encountered 
earlier in the session. The two 
non-hybrid Hypercars brought up 
the rear, with Olivier Pla setting 
a time of 1m 49.164s in the #708 
Glickenhaus 007, followed by 
Tom Dillmann in the #4 Vanwall 
Vandervell 680 with a time of 1m 
49.329s.

Fuoco was understandably de-
lighted to take pole position on 
the 499P’s competitive session 
debut, some five decades after 
the Scuderia’s last foray into pro-
totype endurance racing. 

“First of all I would like to thank 
the team and the guys back 
in Maranello, because I think 
what we achieved in only seven 
months is quite incredible,” he 
began. “If you think we only put 
the car on track in July, and today 
we’re talking about a pole posi-
tion in our first race, is something 
really incredible.

“I was able to put two laps to-
gether, because of quite tricky 
conditions especially going into 
the last corner with the sun. The 
car felt really, really nice. We 
know that tomorrow will be a 
really long race. It’s tough but for 
sure, we start from a nice posi-
tion,” concluded the 26-year-old 
with a huge grin on his face.

LMP2

In the ultra-competitive LMP2 
class, Oliver Jarvis was the only 
driver to get into the 1m 49s with 
a lap time of 1m 49.974s in the 
#23 United Autosports Oreca 
07-Gibson. Pietro Fittipaldi took 
second in the #28 JOTA Oreca 
07-Gibson, less than a tenth of a 
second off Jarvis, but the Brazil-
ian wasn’t able to beat the Brit. 
Third in class was Robin Frijns in 
the #31 WRT Oreca 07-Gibson, 
with a 1m 50.155s, but again the 
Belgian wasn’t quick enough to 
beat Jarvis.

However, for much of the session 
Yiefi Ye, the young Chinese driv-
er in the #48 JOTA Sport Oreca 
07-Gibson, was one of the quick-
est. He set the first representa-
tive LMP2 lap, once the 22-year-
old had warmed his tyres, a 1m 



50.899s. But this was quickly 
beaten by Fittipaldi, who set a 
1m50.067s, a time he wouldn’t be 
able to best for the remainder of 
the session.

In the end, he lost pole position to 
Jarvis, who dipped into the 1m 49s 
with a time of 1m 49.974s. This 
proved unbeatable for the rest of 
the field, although Frijns tried until 
the dying moments of the session, 
taking third on the grid with a time 
of 1m 50.155s. In fourth was Mat-
thieu Vaxivière in the #36 Alpine 
Oreca 07-Gibson, while Ye ended 
up fifth after being unable to bet-
ter his 1m 50.218s.

But the pole-man Jarvis thought 
there was more on the table for 
his lap, despite being the only 
LMP2 driver to dip into the 1m 49s. 

“I wouldn’t say it was an incredi-
ble lap, there’s still a little bit more 
on the table, but that’s Sebring,” 
the #23 United Autosports driver 
told a packed media centre in the 
post-qualifying press conference. 
“It’s so difficult to get the perfect 
lap, because every time you drive 
into a corner, something slight-
ly different happens. You hit a 
bump on a slightly different angle 
and it changes the car! But, really 
pleased with the lap.”

GTE-Am

Meanwhile, in GTE-Am, Sarah 
Bovy took pole for the #85 Iron 
Dames crew for the FIA World 
Endurance Championship season 
opener, the 1000 Miles of Sebring. 
It was initially a close affair with 
Corvette driver Ben Keating, but 

Bovy, in the #85 Porsche 911 RSR-
19, prevailed with a lap time of 1m 
58.949s. Keating was first on track 
and set the early pace in the 2m 
01s, but as the drivers warmed the 
tyres — tyre warmers are banned 
in the WEC this year — Bovy began 
to set faster and faster laps.

Luis Perez Companc, in the #83 
Richard Mille AF Corse Ferrari 
488 GTE Eco, briefly stole the top 
spot, but it didn’t last long. Keat-
ing quickly took it back, and Bovy 
then entered the equation for pole 
with a time of 1m 59.354s. Keating 
responded with a 1m 59.396s, but 
it wasn’t enough to unseat Bovy. 
He went even quicker the next lap, 
but the American was still an ag-
onising nine thousandths off the 
Iron Dame…

But it wouldn’t stay this way. Bovy 
was able to set the only lap in the 
1m 58s, with a 1m 58.949s, to take 
pole position, over four tenths 
faster than Keating.

Ahmad Al Harty, in the #25 ORT 
by TF Aston Martin Vantage AMR, 
took third on the grid with a time 
of 1m 59.657s. Perez Companc 
was fourth, followed by Stefano 
Constanti in the #21 AF Corse Fer-
rari 488 GTE Evo.

Bovy was, naturally, happy to take 
pole position, which she hadn’t 
expected prior to qualifying. 

“To be honest, I didn’t do a single 
lap until a few minutes before the 
qualifying, so I wasn’t too confi-
dent before the session,” said the 
Belgian. “It was also the first time 
for me pushing in this car, and I 

found my confidence through 
the session. The last lap I was 
on a good lap, but I thought it 
wouldn’t be enough. But then I 
was a bit lucky to catch a good 
slipstream at the end, and that 
made a difference.”



RACE
HIGHLIGHTS

Mike Conway, Kamui Kobayas-
hi, and Jose Maria Lopez won 
the 2023 FIA World Endurance 
Championship season-open-
ing 1000 Miles of Sebring, in a 
solid showing for Toyota amid 
the new competition. Brendon 
Hartley crossed the line in sec-
ond in the sister #8 Toyota, 
2.168s behind the sister car, 
with Hartley and his team-
mates Sebastien Buemi and 
Ryo Hirakawa unable to best 
their Toyota stablemates. 

The highly-anticipated Ferrari 
499P, which took pole posi-
tion on Thursday with Antonio 
Fuoco in the #50 Ferrari 499P, 

could only manage third, with 
that same car, driven by Fuo-
co, Nicklas Nielsen, and Miguel 
Molina, finishing two laps adrift 
of the winning Toyota.

While there was much hype 
around Ferrari being potential-
ly able to match Toyota’s race 
pace, in the end it wasn’t to be, 
with Toyota having the edge in 
the race. The Toyotas were also 
able to extend their fuel stints 
compared to Ferrari, plus the 
LMDh-rules Hypercars from 
Porsche and Cadillac, which 
helped the Japanese-German 
machines spend less time in 
the pits.

#7 Toyota wins ahead of #8 Toyota 
in dominant performance

WEC rookie Ferrari takes podium 
with pole-sitting #50 499P

#48 JOTA wins as Ye becomes first 
Chinese race winner in WEC

Corvette victorious in first GTE-Am 
race with #33 C8.R

The #50 Ferrari, with Fuoco 
starting the car, led the race 
from pole, but with the early 
safety car caused by a crash 
for Luis Perez Companc in the 
#83 Richard Mille AF Corse 
Ferrari 488 GTE Evo, Ferrari pit-
ted both cars — Fuoco from the 
led and teammate Alessandro 
Pier Guidi in the sister #51 from 
fourth.

With Toyota’s advantage on 
fuel consumption this turned 
out to be the wrong strategy. 
Fuoco and his teammates also 
had to contend with a drive-
through penalty for overtaking 
before the safety car line at 
the race restart, and then had 
five seconds added to the car’s 
next stop after a pit stop in-
fraction.

Pier Guidi and his teammates, 
James Calado and Antonio Gio-
vinazzi, meanwhile, didn’t quite 
have the pace of their sister 
car and, with a couple of hours 
to go, Pier Guidi came unstuck 
when he got into a tangle while 
overtaking GTE-Am cars, which 
caused a left rear puncture 
and necessitated a trip to the 
garage for the damage caused 
by the shredded tyre to be re-
paired. They eventually finished 
15th overall.

With Toyota 1-2 and Ferra-
ri third, the best of the LM-
Dh-rules cars was the #2 Ca-
dillac V-Series.R of Alex Lynn, 

Richard Westbrook and Earl 
Bamber, finishing around eight 
seconds behind the third-
placed Ferrari. The Cadillac 
never truly had the pace of 
the Ferrari, let alone the Toy-
ota. This was proven through 
the race when the #50 Ferrari 
came back from its penalties to 
catch and overtake the Cadil-
lac, but in the end it was close 
fought affair between the two 
after eight hours of racing.

The two Penske Porsches fin-
ished fifth and sixth, with the 
#5 Porsche 963 of Fred Ma-
kowiecki, Michael Christensen 
and Dane Cameron four laps in 
total off the Toyotas, and two 
off the fourth-placed Cadillac. 
The #6 Porsche, driven by Lau-
rens Vanthoor, Kevin Estre and 
Andre Lotterer, finished 24s 
behind its sister car.

Much like in Daytona, where 
the Cadillac and Porsche made 
their debuts, the Porsches 

(Below) Perez Companc’s big 
accident caused a lengthy 

safety car

Toyota takes a solid 1-2 as Ferrari 
finishes debut with a podium



weren’t far away on pace from 
the Cadillac at Sebring, but the 
Cadillac built the gap slowly but 
surely over the two white-and-red 
Penske-run cars. In a positive for 
Porsche, though, the car had no 
reliability issues, after the gamut 
of problems the team faced with 
its 963s at the 24 Hours of Dayto-
na in January.

Meanwhile series debutants, the 
#4 Vanwall Vandervell 680 of Tom 
Dillmann, Jacques Villeneuve and 
Esteban Guerrieri finished the race 
30th overall. The car ran well for 
the first half of the race, ahead 
of both factory Peugeots and the 
LMP2s. and it was looking like a 
good day for the team formerly 
known as ByKolles, but the sec-
ond half of the race dealt a blow 
to the little team taking on the 
manufacturer giants.

Firstly, as a full course yellow 
period started to recover de-
bris, the car got rear-ended by 
Mikkel Jensen in the #94 Peuge-
ot, causing significant damage 
to the rear bodywork. Guerrieri 
duly pitted and the car was taken 
to the garage and repaired, but 
dropped from its top 10 position to 
amongst the LMP2 cars.

Then, later on, Villeneuve spun the 
car at the exit of the final corner, 
Sunset Bend. Although he didn’t 
hit anything, because of the spin 
was that the right rear suspension 
had broken, causing the car to vis-
ibly bounce — more than normal — 
over the Sebring bumps. Eventu-
ally the Canadian former F1 champ 
had to pit the car but repair work 

dropped it down the field to 30th, 
where it finished.

The two Peugeots finished the 
race behind the Vanwall, with both 
cars facing multiple reliability is-
sues and problems for the French 
squad, in yet again another tough 
race for the still-new 9X8. 

Apart from that, the #708 Glick-
enhaus 007 retired mid race after 
stopping, off the racing line, at 
Sunset Bend. Driver Romain Du-
mas could not get it going again, 
which marked the car as an offi-
cial retirement. Regardless of any-
thing else, it did not have the pace 
to challenge the frontrunners, 
and was battling at times with the 
LMP2 challengers.

Mike Conway, one of the three 
drivers in the overall winning #7 
Toyota, told Motorsport Monday 
that Toyota were feeling the pres-
sure from Ferrari at the start.

“Definitely at the beginning the 
Ferraris were quick, they were 
easily staying in front,” said a sur-
prised Conway. “Pier Guidi was 
trying to get through at the begin-
ning, but we didn’t want to let that 
happen. So yeah just kept him 
behind, then they seemed to go 
off strategy and at that point, we 
never really saw them again. 

“So yeah it just never really 
worked out for them. As the race 
was evolving our strategy was just 
kind of working better and bet-
ter, and in the end we could avoid 
the splash at the end with the full 
course yellow coming in the last 

(Top) The Peugeots did not 
cope well with the bumps 

at Sebring

(Right) The #48 JOTA 
worked its way towards 

the front of LMP2



(Top) The Iron Dames led 
early on but came unstuck 

midway through the race

(Right) The #50 Ferrari fin-
ished on the podium in the 

499P’s debut race

two hours or so, which cleared 
another pit stop for us.

“We could see they were quick on 
the single stints, but I think what 
hurt them a bit more was double 
stinting the tyres. We seemed to 
be able to keep them in a better 
place than they did. But they’re 
still very fast — I expect some 
good fights in the future, espe-
cially when we get to places like 
Portimao and Spa.”

LMP2

Will Stevens, David Beckmann, 
and Yiefi Ye won the ultra-com-
petitive LMP2 category, after 
a hard fought battle with their 
competition. The #22 United Au-
tosports Oreca 07-Gibson had 
started on pole, but after running 
well in the opening stages, the 
car stopped on track, with Phil 
Hanson on board, and later had 
to be towed behind the barri-
ers, meaning it had to retire. The 
problem was later confirmed by 
the team to be caused by a faulty 
on-board camera installation 
which was not installed by the 
team.

Meanwhile, Stevens, Ye and 
Beckmann steadily worked their 
way up the order, making their 
way towards the sharp end of the 
field as the race approached the 
final couple of hours.

The class battle came to a head 
in the last hour as it emerged 
the leading cars, of Stevens, 
Mirko Bortolotti in the #63 Pre-
ma Oreca 07-Gibson, and Filipe 
Albuquerque in the #23 United 

Autosports Oreca 07-Gibson, all 
needed a fuel splash-and-dash 
to make it to the end of the gru-
elling eight hour long race.

Stevens had pitted the #48 JOTA 
for fuel with around 40 minutes 
left, but it was soon clear that 
the car would not make it to the 
finish without a splash-and-
dash fuel. So the Brit then began 
building a gap to Bortolotti and 
Albuquerque behind, growing the 
gap to over 1m 25s to the Italian 
driver in the Prema machine, with 
Albuquerque a further 10 sec-
onds behind them.

When his fuel ran out, Stevens 
then pitted, emerging from the 
pit lane just three seconds be-
hind Bortolotti in what was look-
ing like a nail biting finish. But 
soon Bortolotti had to stop too. 
And with just three minutes to 
go, the Italian was unable to 
make it to the end without a very 
short fuel splash.

He exited the pit lane in third, 
just under 30 seconds behind 
Albuquerque, who was now just 
short of 3s away from Stevens, 
but there wasn’t enough time for 
the Portuguese driver to catch 
the JOTA car — and that’s how it 
ended up, with Stevens taking 
the win from Albuquerque and 
Bortolotti taking the final step on 
the podium.

After the race, Stevens told the 
media how the race unfolded. 

“The start was pretty hectic,” 
said the British driver. “Obviously 
we knew it was going to be, the 

(Left) Ben Keating and Nico 
Varrone won their debut 
race for Corvette

(Below) Glickenhaus strug-
gled with reliability and 
pace at Sebring



first race without tyre warmers — 
but it was actually cleaner than 
I thought it was going to be. We 
knew it was going to be a long 
race, and we knew we had a good 
race car. So we just needed to 
be patient and work our way to-
wards the front. We managed to 
pull a big gap, but we knew they 
were very close to not having to 
fuel at the end, so we had to try 
and pull a gap. 

“So we pushed in the last two or 
three stints of the race. We need-
ed about 40 seconds, and we just 
about got there. And we weren’t 
sure if they were going to pit or 
not. So we boxed early, put the 
fuel in, and now we needed to 
get to the end. When I came out 
behind the Prema, I thought they 
were going to go to the end, but 
obviously when they boxed we 
were delighted.” 

And, a special word for Yifei Ye, 
Stevens’ Chinese teammate who 
with this win became the first 
Chinese-flagged driver in WEC 
history to win a race. 

“It’s absolutely a huge honour,” 
Ye said in the paddock after the 
race. “Great title, I personally 
hoped this could have happened 
two years ago at Le Mans for me. 
But yeah, what a fantastic way 
to start the season with my new 
team, Hertz Team JOTA. A great 
way. Also to start a new relation-
ship and collaboration with their 
many American sponsors and 
partners. We hope to continue 
this winning momentum in Porti-
mao next round.”

GTE-Am

In GTE-Am, Nicolas Varrone, Ben 
Keating, and Nicky Catsburg took 
the victory in the #33 Corvette 
C8.R, two laps to the good over 
the #77 Dempsey-Proton Porsche 
911 RSR-19 of Julien Andlauer, 
Christian Reid and Mikkel Peders-
en.

The Corvette crew was initial-
ly set to have a race-long battle 
with the #85 Iron Dames Por-
sche 911 RSR-19 of Sarah Bovy, 
Rahel Frey, and Michelle Gatting. 
However, midway into the race 
Frey got the pink Porsche on the 
grass, losing the rear diffuser 
bodywork. This required the Iron 
Dames car to pit to have the bod-
ywork replaced — a time loss they 
never recovered from…

From then on, the Keating, Var-
rone and Catsburg Corvette C8.R 
built the gap to the competition, 
staying out of trouble and lead-
ing the race at the top of every 
hour. And with the Dempsey-Pro-
ton car second, third in class fell 
to the #57 Kessel Racing Fer-
rari 488 GTE Evo of Daniel Ser-
ra, Scott Huffaker and Takeshi 
Kimura, a further 14.5s off the 
Dempsey-Proton Porsche entry.

At the post-race press confer-
ence, Keating described the start 
of the race, echoing Stevens’ 
comments from LMP2. 

“It was mayhem out there,” said 
the Texas part-time car deal-
er, part-time endurance racer. “I 

(Top) Cadillac could have 
had a podium if it wasn’t 

for a penalty

(Right) Toyota were never 
truly challenged at the 

front



started in second place and I was 
able to gain the lead, then I gave 
it up again. And then we had the 
early safety car. But it was not 
easy out there. The cars, or at 
least our car, were sliding around 
a whole lot more than it had in 
practice before. 

“So it was a lot more to handle, 
and I believe that was true for the 
other GT cars I was watching as I 
was either following or looking in 
my camera in the back. I’m really 
proud of the way we won the race 
today. If you look across the field, 
how did we get to be a lap up on 
the field? It wasn’t because we 
were the fastest car. It was be-
cause we stayed out of trouble. 

“Almost everybody had some sort 
of issue and it was really tough 
with the traffic. I’m sure these 
guys [gesturing at his teammates] 
would agree, but especially as the 
race went on, the track got into 
one line and it got more difficult. 
I’m just really proud of all three of 
us, that we were able to have a 
clean race.”

https://gds.engineering


WINNERS

POS CLASS DRIVERS CHASSIS

1 Hypercar M. Conway / K. Kobayashi / J. Lopez Toyota GR010 Hybrid

2 Hypercar S. Buemi / B. Hartley / R. Hirakawa Toyota GR010 Hybrid

3 Hypercar A. Fuoco / M. Molina / N. Nielsen Ferrari 499P

4 Hypercar E. Bamber / A. Lynn / R. Westbrook Cadillac V-Series.R

5 Hypercar D. Cameron / M. Christensen / F. Makowiecki Porsche 963

6 Hypercar K. Estre / A. Lotterer / L. Vanthoor Porsche 963

7 LMP2 D. Beckmann / Y. Ye / W. Stevens ORECA 07 - Gibson

8 LMP2 F. Lubin / P. Hanson / F. Albuquerque ORECA 07 - Gibson

9 LMP2 D. Pin / M. Bortolotti / D. Kvyat ORECA 07 - Gibson

10 LMP2 J. Smiechowski / F. Scherer / A. Costa ORECA 07 - Gibson

11 LMP2 R. Andrade / R. Kubica / L. Deletraz ORECA 07 - Gibson

12 LMP2 D. Heinmeier-Hansson / P. Fittipaldi / O. Rasmussen ORECA 07 - Gibson

13 LMP2 S. Gelael / F. Habsburg / R. Frijns ORECA 07 - Gibson

14 LMP2 F. Ugran / B. Viscaal / A. Caldarelli ORECA 07 - Gibson

15 Hypercar A. Pier Guidi / J. Calado / A. Giovinazzi Ferrari 499P

16 LMP2 M. Vaxiviere / J. Canal / C. Milesi ORECA 07 - Gibson

17 LMGTE 
AM

B. Keating / N. Varrone / N. Catsburg Chevrolet Corvette C8.R

18 LMGTE 
AM

C. Reid / M. Pedersen / J. Andlauer Porsche 911 RSR

19 LMGTE 
AM

T. Kimura / S. Huffaker / D. Serra Ferrari 488 GT3

20 LMGTE 
AM

S. Constantini / S. Mann / U. De Pauw Ferrari 488 GT3

RESULT

M. CONWAY / K. KOBAYASHI / J. LOPEZ



SNAPSHOT

Podium 
celebrations

The new Vanwall ran more reliably 
than many thought it would

Toyota took home 
another solid 1-2 finish

Doriane Pin was a revelation 
on her LMP2 debut for Prema
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IMSA CONFIRMS LMP2 WILL 
REMAIN IN SERIES UNTIL 2025 

VILLENEUVE 'DEFINITELY' BACK IN SPORTS-
CARS FOR THE LONG TERM 

Jacques Villenueve has 
returned to sportscar 
racing for the long-term, 
the Canadian driver told 
Motorsport Monday at 
Sebring. When asked if this 
was a long-term program, 
he replied unequivocally: 
“Definitely. It’s a big 
endeavour. Family, work-wise, 
everything. So it’s a decision 
you make because you can 
focus on it, and you have 
other people in the family 
making sacrifices. So yeah, 
it’s not something you just do 
for fun,” he said.

And, simply put, the 
motivation for his return 
was what the 1997 F1 world 
champion called “the 
opportunity.” He continued: 
“I’ve always wanted to be part 
of such a program. But until 
now it was what, one team. 
And they’ve got set drivers 
so you just couldn’t get in. 
So I’ve been doing on and off 

races in different categories, 
never full programs.”

The aim for the 51-year-old 
racing driver is to compete 
and win at Le Mans, in order 
to complete the triple crown, 
made up of, in this definition, 
the Indianapolis 500, which 
Villenueve won in 1995, the F1 
World Championship, and the 
24 Hours of Le Mans — which 
he has yet to win.

“Yeah, that’s the aim [to win 
Le Mans overall],” he said, 
chuckling, “but it probably 
won’t happen this year.”

Villeneuve is racing for the 
Vanwall team in the FIA World 
Endurance Championship this 
year. The team finished eighth 
overall at Sebring, in front 
of both beleaguered factory 
Peugeots — a good result for 
a new car, and for a team not 
known for producing reliable 
cars.

Vanwall used to be known as 
ByKolles, competing in the 
WEC for many years with the 
ENSO CLm P1-01. However, 
a car of the team’s own 
design has never finished at 
Le Mans, a record they’ll be 
hoping, along with Villenueve, 
to change this year with the 
rebrand into Vanwall and the 
new Vandervell 680.

Villenueve, meanwhile, has 
never competed before now 
in WEC, but did race for 
Peugeot in the 908 HDi FAP 
in 2007 and 2008, finishing 
second in the latter years. 
However, he never did a 
full Le Mans Series season 
— making this his first full 
sportscar season in any 
series, which he confirmed, as 
per the entry list, he would be 
doing.

The current LMP2 formula in the 
IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship will remain in 
IMSA until 2025, IMSA President 
John Doonan has confirmed. 
Doonan has confirmed a letter 
was circulated amongst teams 
and other personnel regarding 
the future of the class and the 
LMP2 formula in the top-flight 
IMSA series.

The letter, which has been seen 
by Sportscar365, states: “To 
enable current and potential 
future participants to properly 
plan ahead, IMSA today 
confirmed that the LMP2 class 
with the current generation cars 
will continue to be eligible in the 
IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar 
Championship through the end 
of the 2025 season.”

This is consistent with what the 
IMSA President told Motorsport 
Monday at Daytona during the 
Rolex 24 weekend two months 
ago.

“We are in partnership with the 
ACO, and they are very involved 

as well as owning the LMP2 
formula,” Doonan said, back in 
January. “They have stated that 
LMP2 as a platform will be the 
same as it is today through the 
2025 season.”

The letter also mentioned that 
the series will announce the 
fate of the LMP3 formula in the 
Weathertech Championship 
before June 1st 2023. The 
current LMP2 formula debuted 
in 2017 and has not had any 
significant changes since. 

Next-generation LMP2 
regulations were scheduled 
for 2024, but those plans have 
been delayed two years, back 
to 2026, in both ACO-organised 
championships such as the FIA 
World Endurance Championship 
and European Le Mans Series, 
and in the US-based IMSA 
championship.

LMP3, meanwhile, entered 
the WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship in 2021. 

LMP2 will remain in IMSA until at least the 2026 season

Villenueve is driving for the Vanwall 
team, formerly known as ByKolles



KEATING 'DOESN'T EXPECT' TO 
RACE IN WEC GT3 NEXT YEAR 

American amateur Ben Keating 
has said he is not expecting 
to race in the new WEC LMGT3 
class next year, when the GTE-
Am class concludes at the end 
of 2023.

When asked by Motorsport 
Monday during the Super 
Sebring weekend if he had any 
idea of his plans for next year, 
Keating replied: “I don’t know 
yet. I’ve often said I don’t expect 
to race in GT3. But, I’m kind of 
waiting to see what happens 
in LMP2. I really enjoy racing in 
LMP2 in IMSA — the structure in 
IMSA is similar to the way GTE-
Am is structured in WEC.

“So I think there’s a pretty good 
chance I would come back over 
here and run in LMP2, try and 
win a Le Mans entry in Pro-
Am. But, I don’t know how long 
they’re going to have the Pro-
Am category at Le Mans. So 
we’ll see.”

LMP2 currently races in WEC, 
with a Pro-Am category added 
to the field for the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans. While LMP2 currently 

has high-take up in both the 
world championship and at Le 
Mans, with 24 cars registered 
on the entry list for the French 
endurance classic, including 
eight in Pro-Am, its existence in 
WEC is under threat.

That threat is due to the number 
of expected Hypercar and 
LMGT3 entries expected in WEC 
next year. With a hard limit to 
grid numbers in regular WEC 
rounds in the mid-high 30s, it’s 
possible that number will be 
reached by entries across both 
classes — which would leave 
LMP2 out to dry in the world 
championship.

Additionally, while LMP2 is 
expected to survive at Le Mans 
into at least 2024, this boom in 
Hypercar and LMGT3 could have 
a knock-on effect for the LMP2 
Pro-Am subclass for Le Mans. 
It’s known many teams currently 
competing in LMP2, have plans 
to step up to the Hypercar class 
next year, meaning amateurs 
may struggle to find a team 
willing to run a car for them at 
all next year.

GLICKENHAUS 'NOT SURE' IF THERE'S A 
PLACE FOR PRIVATEERS IN WEC'S FUTURE

Jim Glickenhaus told 
Motorsport Monday that he’s 
“not sure” whether there 
will be a place in future for 
privateers in the FIA World 
Endurance Championship.

“We’re fighting guys who are 
outspending us by 10 or 15 to 
1. Guys who tested for 100,000 
kilometres. We certainly can’t 
afford to do that, and, you 
know, whether or not there’ll 
be a place for privateers in the 
future, I’m not sure there will 
be. But we’re going to do our 
best this year and see how 
we do and have a good time,” 
Glickenhaus said prior to the 
race at Sebring.

That said, the American former 
film producer is delighted 
to be racing in the WEC this 

year. When asked if he was 
honoured to race Ferrari 
on equal terms in the same 
category, Glickenhaus replied: 
“Absolutely, I mean we’re 
honoured to be able to do that, 
but frankly, I’m more honoured 
or as honoured to race Toyota.

“Toyota is the greatest car 
company in the world. If you 
look at what they’re doing here 
and if you look at their cars, 
they’re going to win every race 
and Le Mans, and I think the 
season is going to be pretty 
dull!”

It’s well known that 
Glickenhaus have not tested 
the 007 LMH since its last 
outing at Monza in 2022, 
which caused the team to be 
off the pace at the 1000 Miles 

of Sebring last weekend. “The 
problem is, if you don’t have 
the money to test, you can’t 
get your car where it should 
be. There’s nothing that BoP 
[Balance of Performance] can 
magically fix,” said the 72-year-
old.

Regarding next year, 
Glickenhaus remained vague 
on his team’s prospects. “It’s 
neither a final year or not. We’ll 
see how it goes and we’ll see 
if we’ve got sponsors. I think 
we could get sponsors a huge 
amount of publicity. I think 
we could have privateers join 
us with the lowest cost car, 
the lowest running cost, the 
lowest spares cost. Do those 
people exist? We’ll find out. If 
they do, fantastic. If they don’t, 
fantastic,” he said.

This could Glickenhaus’s 
final year in the WEC

Keating is driving a GTE-Am 
Corvette in WEC this year



 

TOP        SHOT
Oops! Lappi’s rally ends with an 

electrical pole on top of his 
car



However, its plot to re-
gain the titles it lost last 

season hasn’t gone quite to 
plan. While reigning cham-
pions Red Bull swept to a 
comprehensive 1-2 finish 
in Bahrain, Mercedes regis-
tered a hugely displeasing 
fifth and seventh-place fin-
ish at the season-opening 
race.

Qualifying 0.7s off the pace-
setting time in qualifying 
with both cars led team 
boss Toto Wolff to urgently 
declare the German team’s 
car concept required an ex-
tensive rethink. Ending up 
50.9s behind race winner 
Max Verstappen did little 
to improve the mood inside 

the camp come Sunday 
evening, particularly when 
Mercedes appear to have 
been leapfrogged by one of 
its engine customer teams: 
Aston Martin.

As an eight-time World 
C h a m p i o n s h i p - w i n n i n g 
team, however, Mercedes 
can surely be backed to turn 
it around at some stage. But 
even if it eventually gets on 
top of the issues that has 
plagued its recent competi-
tiveness, the Silver Arrows 
might have to deal with the 
re-emergence of a previous 
problem if it is to be suc-
cessful in its ambition of 
returning the three-pointed 
star to the top of the sport.

Mercedes were aiming to bounce back from its worst sea-
son in the Formula 1 turbo-hybrid era last term by return-
ing to compete for both championships in 2023. 

BY TAYLOR POWLING

The repeat problem 
Mercedes must avoid if 
they return to F1 title 

contention



After five harmonious and huge-
ly successful title-winning years 
with Valtteri Bottas alongside 
Lewis Hamilton, the presence of 
George Russell became too much 
for Mercedes chief Toto Wolff to 
ignore and the Brit was handed a 
long-term deal to be promoted to 
the works’ side in 2022.

Within his debut year at the German 
automotive giant, Russell managed 
to eclipse what Bottas had never 
been able to at Mercedes: outscore 

STROLL HAS HAD A NUMBER OF CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

WILL THE PAIR BE RACING WHEEL-TO-WHEEL IN 2023?

Hamilton over an entire season.

While in the past that would have 
yielded a World Championship for 
Russell, Mercedes’ plight from the 
top of the order for the first time in 
eight years meant it only counted 
as a minor success story. But the 
close nature of the fight between 
the new Mercedes pairing last 
season meant the driver dynamic 
between the two is set to be one 
of the most fascinating subplots 
to track across the entirety of this 
campaign.

Hamilton and Russell retained an 
extremely good relationship in 
2022, with the seven-time cham-
pion happy to take on the mantle 
of team leader and mentor, while 
the more inexperienced of the two 
British drivers continuously spoke 
up his team-mate’s stature with-
in the sport. Equally, both played 
the PR game of maintaining it re-
tains huge faith in the team to turn 
around its misfortunes of last year 
when the Brackley-based outfit se-
cured only a solitary win.

Aside from his marginal points ad-

vantage in the end-of-year stand-
ings, Russell laid down a monu-
mental marker by being the driver 
who took that sole victory for the 
German team in the Brazil Grand 
Prix, holding off Hamilton in a tense 
finale at the Interlagos circuit.

Although Mercedes had a few oth-
er opportunities where it could 
have snatched a win earlier in the 
year, Brazil represented the only 
occasion where the W13 was the 
fastest car on a given weekend.

A late red flag had eradicated the 
huge lead Russell had built up 
and enabled Hamilton, running 
second, to close right onto the 
back of his Mercedes partner. But 
Russell held his nerve and resist-
ed the threat of his team-mate to 
hold on to a well-deserved maiden 
win in F1.

Mercedes’ Sao Paulo victor has re-
mained adamant that tensions will 
not boil over internally if the W14 
does materialise to be a package 
capable of delivering race wins on 
a more consistent basis than its 
rather troublesome predecessor.

“Brazil represented the only occasion 
where the W13 was the fastest car on 

a given weekend”



ALONSO JOINS STROLL AT ASTON MARTIN FOR 2023That sort of narrative, however, 
is easily toed when there is rela-
tively little on the line, particularly 
when the more important matter 
to take away from that weekend 
was the conclusive evidence that 
Mercedes’ radically different car 
concept could be a winning one. 
Placed within a scenario where 
both drivers could sense a chance 
of claiming the ultimate prize 
would test their cordial relation-
ship to the extreme and two fairly 
equal drivers in the same machin-
ery fighting for the highest honour 
in the sport would inevitably lead 
to fractious moments.

Those closing laps in Brazil gave 
a taster to what could occur, and 
Russell proved, albeit on a limited 
scale, that he could live with the 
pressure of a seven-time F1 cham-
pion looming large in his mirrors 
continuously lap after lap without 
making a single mistake.

The Mercedes hierarchy already 
has previous experience in dealing 
with a hostile intra-team rivalry and 
is therefore as well set as any team 
to deal with such an issue arising. 
Before the intervention of Bottas, 
tensions simmered over between 
friends-turned-foes Hamilton and 
Nico Rosberg as the duo competed 
– unopposed – for championship 
glory until the latter retired at the 
end of 2016 after his own crowning 
moment.

Despite a string of incidents be-
tween the two that threatened to 
derail the team, Mercedes came 

through them all to secure three 
successive title doubles with that 
partnership. However, that came at 
the height of the team’s dominance 
when it won 51 of the 59 races to 
take place.

Therefore, the now eight-time 
champions could afford the occa-
sional run-in between its two driv-
ers; that’s a luxury that wouldn’t be 
afforded to them now when going 
up against a consistency machine 
like Verstappen, who has a largely 
compliant team-mate at Red Bull.

Russell demonstrated throughout 
his debut campaign with the works 
Mercedes outfit that he has the 
pace to at least be within touching 
distance of Hamilton. But, despite 
his points defeat, Hamilton still ev-
idently had the edge on pace, par-
ticularly in race trim as the package 
underneath them got progressive-
ly quicker towards the backend of 
the year.

The comparison between the two 
Mercedes drivers will be largely 
dependent on the step Russell can 
take in his sophomore season with 
the German team. Accomplishing 
the level of progress Charles 
Leclerc made between his first 
and secondary years with Ferrari 
should be his aim.

However, Hamilton has shown to 
be a much more competitive fig-
ure than Sebastian Vettel was back 
then and will be determined to 
avoid being toppled from the posi-
tion of superiority he has enjoyed at 

Mercedes for so long. Furthermore, 
as his impressive form at the con-
clusion of 2021 showcased, the 103-
time race winner manages to go up 
a gear when a title is on the line.

Russell will need to make a notice-
able improvement on his impressive 
2022 consistency and speed if he is 
to live with his team-mate and es-
tablish that he’s the present, as well 
as the future, of Mercedes.

Nevertheless, Russell has man-
aged to prove he will provide more 
of a headache than Bottas ever 

did. Although the Finn, now at Alfa 
Romeo, was repeatedly close over a 
single qualifying lap, Bottas could 
largely be anonymous when he 
came to translating that pace to a 
full race distance. Comparatively, 
Russell’s average deficit to Hamilton 
remained at around a tenth-of-a-
second between the breathtak-
ing spectacle of qualifying and the 
more endurance-orientated Sunday 
event.

Such a competitive rivalry between 
team-mates could eventually be-
come a problem for Mercedes to 



handle. But alternatively, it will also 
emerge as a positive aspect that 
will help the team when it comes to 
its endeavours in the Constructors’ 
Championship. There is a strong 
case that the Mercedes duo is the 
strongest on the grid and Russell 
is more likely to be supporting 
Hamilton, or picking up the pieces 
in his team-mate’s absence than 
Carlos Sainz or Sergio Perez at 
Ferrari and Red Bull respectively.

However, neither Mercedes driver 
will be able to produce much unless 
the car is up to scratch. Although 

VOWLES INSISTS WILLIAMS WON’T SIMPLY 
BECOME A MERCEDES ‘B-TEAM’

it had vowed to learn from the 
harsh lessons it received last sea-
son – when it was caught out by 
the porpoising phenomenon that 
didn’t enable it to run the W13 low 
enough to extract the levels of 
downforce it had seen in the wind 
tunnel – it appears that Mercedes 
are at the same crossroads it was 
facing this time last season.

The Brackley outfit began the year 
by electing to retain its aggressive 
zero sidepod concept for 2023, 
with the hope that an evolution of 
its ambitious philosophy from last 
year could yield a breakthrough 
that would elevate its perfor-
mance beyond that of all its rivals. 
Mercedes’ late-season resurgence 
– capped off by that first career 
win for Russell – encouraged the 
team that there is potential to gain 
from its bold interpretation of the 
technical regulations.

But, while pre-season suggested 
it was in a better position than a 
year ago, the Mercedes drivers 
still complained of teething prob-
lems with the W14 in testing and 
Bahrain showcased that the cur-
rent package is debatably only 
good enough to be fourth best. 
Consequently, both Hamilton and 
Russell were nowhere near com-
peting for victory in Bahrain.

Despite the doom and gloom, 
there is light at the end of the tun-
nel for the German automotive gi-

ant. Mercedes’ top technical brass 
has already confirmed a substan-
tial upgrade package will be com-
ing at some stage early in the 
2023 campaign and it appears the 
team has finally accepted it needs 
to head down an alternative direc-
tion with its car concept.

In the scenario where Mercedes 
is back competing at the front, 
it can well be anticipated that 
Hamilton will be accompanied in 
his pursuit for a record-breaking 
eighth F1 title by Russell aiming to 
become the 35th different driver 
in history to be crowned champi-
on. Meanwhile, while it would cer-
tainly be a welcome headache for 
a team desperate to contest fre-
quent victories again, Mercedes 
would have to tackle the possibili-
ty of another strenuous intra-team 
battle for supremacy.

“Despite the doom 
and gloom, there is 
light at the end of 
the tunnel for the 

German automotive 
giant” 



JEDDAH
2023 FIA FORMULA 2 CHAMPIONSHIP



SPRINT RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

Ayumu Iwasa took an 
impressive victory in 

the FIA Formula 2 Sprint 
Race at the Jeddah Corniche 
Circuit following a tense 
four-way battle for the win. 
Championship protagonist 
and Sauber junior driver Theo 
Pourchaire crashed out in 
dramatic fashion and could 
be facing a penalty ahead 
of tomorrow’s feature race 
following his incident with 
Oliver Bearman.

Jak Crawford got a clean 
getaway from pole position 
while fellow Red Bull Junior 
Ayumu Iwasa managed to get 

the jump on Ralph Boschung 
to claim second on the opening 
lap. Crawford drove the first 
lap with eyes glued on his 
mirrors with Iwasa looking to 
pounce at any opportunity. 
That opportunity came in into 
Turn 1, with the Japanese driver 
making the move around the 
outside cleanly to take the 
lead. Behind, Zane Maloney 
spun on the exit of Turn 2. 
Maloney was unable to keep 
the engine running, bringing 
out the safety car to clear away 
the stricken Rodin Carlin.
After a brief period behind 
the safety car, the Sprint Race 
went green again on Lap 5. 

Iwasa withstands the pressure and 
wins
 
Martins climbs from 10th to second

Pourchaire makes horrid mistake 
and crashes into Bearman

Daruvala rounds out the podium

Iwasa took the risk of going 
early at the restart, catching 
Crawford offguard. Boschung 
capitalised to take second 
with yesterday’s pole winner 
Bearman already up to fifth.
Crawford had clearly been 
struggling with his tyres and 
was quickly falling out of touch 
with the front runners. Jehan 
Daruvala pounced to take 
third away from Crawford who 
looked to be in for a difficult 
evening.

Drama ensued behind when 
championship leader Theo 
Pourchaire eyed up a move 
on ART teammate Victor 
Martins. The attempt was 
entirely misjudged when he 
shot past Martins, straight 
into the side of the unaware 
Bearman ahead. Both drivers 
were lucky to escape injury, 
but Pourhciare may not be as 
lucky with the stewards – the 
incident will be investigated 
after the race.

Lap 10 and the safety car 
had once again retreated to 
the pitlane, commencing the 
second half of the race. Iwasa 
managed to get the jump once 
more, this time launching his 
defence before the final corner.

Boschung had started to 
slip away as he dropped 
two places, falling to fourth. 
Both Daruvala and Martins 
continued to put Iwasa under 
pressure. With five laps to go, it 

was still anyone’s to win as the 
battle for the lead had closed 
the pack once more.

Daruvala launched an attack 
on Iwasa at Turn One, but 
Martins pounced. The reigning 
Formula 3 champion, who 
started the race tenth, had now 
climbed to second place.
Ultimately, it was Ayumu Iwasa 

who managed to survive a 
last-lap attack from Victor 
Martins to take victory in the 
FIA Formula 2 Sprint Race at 
the Jeddah Corniche Circuit.

Iwasa delivers under pressure to take 
sprint race win

(Bottom) Iwasa held on to beat 
Martins

SPRINT RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Ayumu Iwasa DAMS 42:21.514

2 Victor Martins ART Grand Prix 0.700

3 Jehan Daruvala MP Motorsport 1.186

4 Ralph Boschung Campos Racing 1.979

5 Kush Maini Campos Racing 2.544

6 Frederik Vesti PREMA Racing 2.940

7 Jack Doohan Invicta Virtuosi Racing 3.380

8 Dennis Hauger MP Motorsport 4.555

9 Jak Crawford Hitech Pulse-Eight 4.578

10 Roy Nissany PHM Racing by Charouz 6.412

WINNER
AYUMU IWASA



FEATURE RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

Prema’s Frederik Vesti battled 
to the lead to win the Formula 
2 Feature Race in Jeddah as fel-
low front-runners Victor Mar-
tins and Ollie Bearman spun 
from the podium positions in 
separate incidents.

The Mercedes junior driver 
maintained strong pace even 
as the lights went out, jump-
ing both Ayumu Iwasa and 
Jehan Daruvala. On lap 17 of 
28 pole-sitter Martins lost the 
net race lead and with Vesti 
already close behind it allowed 
him to glide into the lead.
Virtuosi’s Jack Doohan couldn’t 
match the pace of Vesti, but 

comfortably finished the race 
in 2nd followed by MP Motor-
sport’s Daruvala, who claimed 
the final podium position.
Bearman also had a strong 
start off the line, jumping 
pole-sitter Martins as he strug-
gled to gain traction. The ART 
GP driver didn’t allow Bearman 
to pull out a gap though, and 
stuck to the rear wing of the 
Prema.

A Virtual Safety Car neutralised 
the race when Amaury Cordeel 
(who later received a 10-sec-
ond time penalty) collided with 
Brad Benavides, leaving Bena-
vides out of the race.

Martins and Bearman fight for the 
win early on

However, both make costly mis-
takes and drop off with Martins 
retiring

Vesti capitalises to take the win

Doohan adn Daruvala round out the 
podium

Lap 7 triggered a string of 
mandatory pit stops for those 
on the super-soft tyre. Cru-
cially, Vesti gained an on-track 
position, getting out ahead of 
Doohan. One lap later, it was 
the turn of the front runners 
Bearman and Martins to pit. A 
slow stop for Martins allowed 
Bearman to clinch track posi-
tion in the pit lane as those on 
the alternative strategy con-
tinued on track on the medium 
tyre.

The battle for the lead was still 
alive though, Bearman and 
Martins scrapped through the 
twists of the circuit with Mar-
tins taking the lead after go-
ing off the track and wheel to 
wheel contact before Bearman 
reclaimed the net-lead.

The battle was allowing Vesti 
to close up to Bearman and on 
the next lap Martins attempted 
the pass again and appeared 
to easily sweep by on the pit 
straight. But Bearman, brak-
ing late, meant that Martins 
couldn’t complete the pass un-
til the pair were out of Turn 1.
Vesti now within touching dis-
tance of Prema teammate 
Bearman, was able to take ad-
vantage of the battle and fol-
lowed Martins in passing Bear-
man.

But there was drama as, Bear-
man spun, falling to P11, leaving 
him out of the fight for the po-
dium positions.

A lap later Martins lost control 
from the lead allowing Vesti to 
pass. He spun his rear into the 
wall, and despite being able to 
keep the engine running the 
ART GP driver retired from the 
race, bringing out the VSC.
Vesti maintained the lead in 
the final ten laps, with net-sec-
ond placed Doohan over 5 
seconds behind as the last of 

those on the alternate strategy 
pitted. Arthur Leclerc charged 
into the points following his pit 
stop with Bearman over 2 sec-
onds ahead.

Vesti keeps cool head to prevail in 
Jeddah

(Bottom) Vesti kept his nose 
clean throughout

FEATURE RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Frederik Vesti PREMA Racing 50:45.587

2 Jack Doohan Invicta Virtuosi Racing 3.959

3 Jehan Daruvala MP Motorsport 7.546

4 Ayumu Iwasa DAMS 11.379

5 Dennis Hauger MP Motorsport 11.712

6 Richard Verschoor Van Amersfoort Racing 14.014

7 Enzo Fittipaldi Rodin Carlin 14.220

8 Arthur Leclerc DAMS 17.012

9 Isack Hadjar Hitech Grand Prix 21.646

10 Oliver Bearman PREMA Racing 23.910

WINNER
FREDERIK VESTI



 

TOP        SHOT
Fiesta! A local fan celebrates as 

the Toyota kicks up some 
dust



12 HOURS OF SEBRING
It’s been a busy news week for the IMSA paddock going 
into what may be the final ever Super Sebring weekend, 
but when the visor goes down, so does the noise. An early 
morning qualifying session for the IMSA grid set the field for 
the second round of the 2023 IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship and for many teams there was nothing to 
lose, but everything to gain over one flying lap...

MIKEY MCGUIRE / SPORTSCAR REPORTER

2023 IMSA WEATHERTECH SPORTSCAR CHAMPIONSHIP 



QUALIFYING

HIGHLIGHTS

Friday at Sebring kicked off 
bright and early with GT Quali-
fying, and they wasted no time 
bringing the lap time down 
right from the get-go. The bat-
tle for GTD Pro pole was clear 
early, Antonio Garcia in the #3 
Corvette factory effort was go-
ing to have to run hard to fend 
off Jack Hawksworth in the #14 
Vasser Sullivan Lexus.

In GTD the field was a little 
more open between the teams, 
but all through the GT ranks it 
was clear that the BoP issues 
in Daytona were more or less 
resolved as each and every 
manufacturer was in the mix 
for pole.

GTD Pro & GTD

The first flying laps saw the 
Corvette right on the precipice 
of breaking sub 2 minutes bar-
rier around the iconic Florida 
airfield circuit with a time of 2m 
00.09s. But it was Hawksworth 
who was the first to break the 
2-minute barrier, however, 
running a time of 1m 59.82s 
shortly thereafter. Garcia re-
sponded in kind by pumping in 
a stunning lap of 1m 59.73s but 
Hawksworth immediately re-
sponded, besting the Spaniard 
with a time of 1m 59.58s. 

At the end of the day though, 

Garcia sets new track record for GTD 
Pro pole 

Campbell’s huge shunt brings an 
early end to the #7 Porsche’s quali-
fying

Derani puts the #31 Cadillac on GTP 
Pole

Keating takes a comfortable pole in 
LMP2

Garcia set the fastest lap of the 
weekend in the GT ranks with 
a mighty lap of 1m 59.31s right 
before the red flag came out. 
A greedy turn-one for the #9 
Pfaff Motorsport Porsche sent 
last year’s GTD Pro champions 
in the tire barrier with force and 
brought out a session-ending 
red flag. Klaus Bachler was 
behind the wheel at the time 
and walked away uninjured 
but gave his mechanics a busy 
day of work to get the machine 
ready for the race on Saturday. 

The fight for the GTD pole was 
a little less back and forth, 
with a only handful of drivers 
in the mix. One of the main 
players was the #32 Team Ko-
rthoff Mercedes which stood 
its ground in the top end of the 
timing sheets for the majority 
of the session but had to final-
ly contend with only a fourth-
place start for the main race.

The car on top, however, when 
the red flag flew was Kyle Mar-
celli and the #93 Racers Edge 
Acura team. With a final flying 
lap of 1m 59.71s, the Acura end-
ed the Mercedes dominance 
started in Daytona and would 
lead the GTD field to green for 
the 12 hours of Sebring.

LMP2 & LMP3

Next up to bat were the pro-

Cadillac sets the GTP pace, Corvette sets 
new GTD record…

(Below) #93 Racers Edge Acura 
claims first pole of the season 

in the GTD field

(Bottom) Ben Keating will start 
his second race of the weekend 

at the top of LMP2



(Top) Antonio Garcia wins a 
hard-fought battle for GTD Pro 

pole

(Right) Glenn van Berlo domi-
nated LMP3 qualifying and ends 

with a pole position

totypes, with LMP3 and LMP2 
sharing the track for the second 
session of the day. Veteran en-
durance racer (and part time car 
dealer) Ben Keating came on 
plate as the overwhelming fa-
vorite for LMP2 pole in his #52 
PR1 Mathiasen machine, after his 
fantastic run in WEC LMGTE qual-
ifying on Thursday. In LMP3, the 
field was much more open and 
after a reliability nightmare for a 
majority of the grid in Daytona, 
there were a lot of hungry drivers 
under the orange LMP3 badge.

Eventual pole sitters, Keating in 
the LMP2 #51 entry and Glenn 
van Berlo in the LMP #36 Andret-
ti Autosport machine both set 
their place at the top of the tow-
ers early in the session and really 
didn’t give them up the whole 
time. 

Keating fended off runs from 
long-time friend and competitor 
Steven Thomas in the #11 TDS 
Racing near the end of the ses-
sion and took the top spot from 
François Herieu midway through 
the session. Keating finished the 
day with a top time of 1m 51.78s 
and would lead the LMP2 field to 
the green flag on race day.

Meanwhile Van Berlo took the top 
spot incredibly early and held it 
firm the whole session. He didn’t 
face much of a challenge from 
the rest of the field and ended 
the day with a time of 1m 55.21s 
and another pole position for An-
dretti Autosport.

GTP

Closing out IMSA qualifying was 
the GTP class and in keeping with 
the traditions of 2023, it ended 
prematurely with another Por-
sche into the wall. The Acuras 
got the day started with Ricky 
Taylor setting an early flyer of 1m 
46.100s and the sister car was 
not far behind with the #60 Mey-
er Shank machine running a time 
of 1m 46.906s.

As the GTP machines slowly 
made their way out of the pits to 
the track, the contenders started 
to shape up and all eyes turned 
to Pipo Derani and the Whelen 
Engineering GTP #31 Cadillac as 
the Brazilian sportscar mainstay 
started chipping away at the 
fastest lap and climbing his way 
to the top. 

Derani saw his way to P2 with a 
1m 46.389s, and then he began 
knocking on Taylor’s door as he 
geared up for a few more flyers 
with plenty of time left in the 
session. The Porsche #6 began 
to show some pace as well, run-
ning P3 near the sharp end of the 
session with an impressive time 
of 1m 46.426s for the 2023 rookie 
machine.

And Derani finally put a top lap 
together with just five minutes to 
go running a 1m 45.836s lap and 
securing pole. In the factory Ca-
dillac, Sebastian Bourdais made 
the jump from last to second 
with a 1m 45.923s flyer right as 
the red flag flew, ending the ses-
sion. 

Matt Campbell in the #7 Porsche 
took a greedy turn 1 and found 



himself in the tires, just like his 
alma mater, Pfaff Motorsport, did 
earlier in the day. This incident 
ended the session and confirmed 
Derani on pole, with Bourdais sec-
ond and Taylor third. 

“In general, it’s always good to be 
back at Sebring, it’s a place I really 
enjoy. It doesn’t mean much to be 
on pole here, but for us as a team, 
coming from a difficult 2022, it 
means a lot to be able to get back 
on track and show the potential 
we have as a team.” Derani said. 
“So I wanted to say thank you to 
the whole Action Express team, 
but also to Cadillac for the contin-
uous support and the relentless 
work and hours behind closed 
doors to make this program the 
best it can be.

“And, on a personal note, it’s re-
ally nice to have the first Cadil-
lac LMDh pole at a place I really 
like to drive. So yeah, fantastic 
beginning. Hoping tomorrow we 
can have a quick race, it’s a 12-
hour race and lots can happen, 
but knowing you’re going into the 
race with a car that’s strong, it’s 
really positive. I think we’re in a 
position this weekend to try and 
have a really strong event.”

Derani would lead the field to 
green on Saturday, looking to se-
cure a fourth win around he icon-
ic Sebring track this year’s 2023 
Mobil 1 12 Hours of Sebring.

https://gds.engineering


RACE
HIGHLIGHTS

The 2023 edition of the Mobil 
1 Twelve Hours of Sebring 

left the sportscar world buzz-
ing with excitement as Jack 
Aitken, Pipo Derani and Alexan-
der Sims and the #31 Whelen 
Racing Cadillac GTP team took 
the top step on the podium af-
ter a chaotic final two hours of 
racing and a rather messy race 
overall.

Pipo Derani led the field to 
green in his #31 Action Express 
Cadillac V.Series-R and almost 
immediately Rickey Taylor in 
the #12 Wayne Taylor Racing 
Acura ARX-06 began pushing 
to the front. Taylor got around 
Sebastian Bourdais in the #01 

Cadillac V-Series.R to secure 
P2, and then began to apply 
heavy pressure to Derani at the 
front.

Further down the field in the 
LMP3 ranks, Lance Willsey got 
turned around in his #33 Sean 
Creech Motorsport Ligier JS 
P320, near the back of the first 
half of the split starting grid. 
With the thundering threat of 
the GT ranks about to reach 
turn 1, Willsey sat helpless as 
the GTD Pro and GTD classes 
passed around him. 

In nothing short of a miracle, 
Willsey came out unscathed 
and was able to continue at the 

A late race three-car fight for the 
lead ends in disaster

An incredibly dominant performance 
from the #10 WTR Acura in the mid-
dle stints 

Redemption for the Porsche GT 
customers after a painful showing 
in Daytona

The legendary comeback perfor-
mance from the #8 Tower Motor-
sport LMP2 

Cadillac steals the glory…

back of the field with the only 
damage being sustained com-
ing from the initial impact that 
spun him round and possibly 
his underwear. And the ensuing 
debris on the track from the in-
cident drew out the first yellow 
of the day.

A short full course yellow 
bunched up the already close 
field and when the green flag 
flew again, the fight at the top 
got back underway.  Taylor 
continued to apply pressure on 
Derani while Bourdais waited to 
pounce from P3. Bourdais was 
able to make a move on Taylor 
for P2 stick near the end of the 
first hour right as the second 
yellow of the day came out.

The #04 Crowdstrike Racing 
APR Oreca 07-Gibson machine 
spun and was beached with 
George Kurtz behind the wheel. 
The yellow came out to allow 
the car to be recovered. Dur-
ing the yellow flag period the 
#17 AWA LMP3 machine with 
Anthony Mantella in control 
slowed and stopped on track. It 
was able to get a tow and con-
tinued to run.

When the green flag dropped 
once again, Ricky Taylor, who 
had dropped to P5 wasted no 
time climbing his way back to 
the front of the race. He quickly 
got around Matt Campbell in 
fourth in the #6 Porsche 963 
entry, and then set his sights 
on the sister Acura, the #60 

Meyer Shank ARX-06 entry, 
which had Tom Blomqvist at 
the wheel. 

The Brit was taking looks at 
Derani who was now in P2 
while Taylor was taking look at 
him. Blomqvist made a move 
on Derani and Derani let it hap-
pen, accepting P3, but it wasn’t 
over yet as Taylor made his 
move as well and Derani sud-
denly found himself in P4 in the 
blink of an eye.

A few blinks of the eye later 
and Derani found himself up 
the back of an LMP3 car and 
the main character of the third 
full course yellow of the day. 
The #38 Performance Tech 
LMP3 entry spun on its own 
in front of Derani and the #31 
made heavy contact. But he 
was able to get the wounded 
Cadillac back to the pits for 
repairs and would make more 
than one visit for repairs over 
the next few laps.

(Below) The twinkle of confetti 
lights up a dark Sebring Inter-
national Raceway for the #31 

team



(Top) The #10 team put 
together an incredibly 

dominant race, leading the 
majority of the day until the 

final the disastrous finish

(Right) It was a roller 
coaster of a day for the #3 

Corvette outfit

This full course yellow also kicked 
off the first driver change pit cy-
cle of the race and saw Scott Dix-
on take control of the #01, Helio 
Castroneves jump in the #60, and 
Alexander Sims in the #31. New 
drivers, they may be but the fight 
at the top of GTP didn’t stop when 
the green flag flew once more. 
Ricky Taylor stayed put, however, 
in the #10 WTR machine.

As we transitioned to the middle 
third of the race, some debris from 
the #66 Gradient racing GTD car 
laid dormant on track until it was 
hit and exploded carbon fiber all 
over the track a few minutes lat-
er. The debris was shed when the 
#66 was squeezed by Nick Tandy 
in the #6 Porsche, causing a left 
rear puncture for Tandy and leav-
ing the #66 with one less head-
light and a massive hole in the 
front of the car.

The next pit cycle came and went 
and on the other end, Louis Dele-
traz found himself in the #10, Acu-
ra, with Ricky Taylor being treated 
to a much-needed break. After 
the cycle, Dixon continued to build 
his lead to almost 27 seconds at 
its peak this stint. The problems 
then continued for the #6 Porsche 
as the cockpit began to fill with 
smoke forcing Tandy to open his 
door for ventilation as he found 
his way to the pits.

The #01 Cadillac got back into 
the pits for a driver change and 
Renger van der Zande got behind 
the wheel for the first time. Van 
der Zande continued the work of 
Dixon and Bourdais and found 

himself 58 seconds ahead of Jack 
Aitken in the #31 at one point. 

The next full course yellow came 
out at the end of the fifth hour 
when Francois Heriau lost it out 
of the final turn and made friends 
with a wall. Heriau was okay, but 
his car was not. He was able to 
get it moving, but the damage 
was heavy and that spelled the 
end for the #35 TDS Racing entry 
at Sebring.

The #10WTR car too ducked into 
the pits before they closed and 
Filipe Albuquerque got his first 
stint of the day going into the 
sixth hour in the lead. Albuquer-
que took the field to green with 
the #01 and the #31 in tow, but 
Albuquerque held firm and main-
tained the lead for quite a while, 
going forward towards half dis-
tance for the race.

Down in the GT ranks, Jack 
Hawksworth blew open what was 
a somewhat quiet day for the 
typically eclectic GTD and GTD 
Pro classes. With what could be 
put up as the move of the day, 
Hawksworth took his #14 Vass-
er Sullivan Lexus and got around 
the #63 Iron Lynx machine which 
had put up an egregious block on 
the Englishmen. Subsequently the 
#63 car was handed a rare pen-
alty for blocking and Hawksworth 
continued his fight to the top of 
the GT ranks.

Back at the front, van der Zande 
began setting up some moves on 
the #10, and it looked like he was 
going to make one stick more than 



(Top) The Gradient racing 
#66 team switch drivers 

after their incident with the 
#6

(Right) Heavy damage and 
broken hearts for the #93 

Racers Edge GTD team after 
starting on the class pole 
and ending while the sun 

was still up

once. But the #10 held firm and 
maintained the lead through the 
immense pressure. The #01 then 
had to fend off a few jabs from 
Jack Aitken allowing Albuquerque, 
who was now at the wheel of the 
black and blue Acura, to capital-
ise and rebuild his gap from van 
Der Zande and scurrying off into 
the distance.

Aitken eventually made the 
move stick around the #01, and 
it seemed as though the #01 
slowed up to let it happen. This 
was the first of a handful of odd 
performance issues the #01 
would display over the next few 
hours before their eventual trip 
behind the wall.

The next stop cycle saw Albu-
querque and van Der Zande strap 
in for one more stint as Aitken 
got out making room for Derani 
in the #31. Derani would snatch 
P2 from van Der Zande as the 
#01 continued to be inconsistent 
in its performance. 

The fight would pause once 
more as the #8 Tower Motor-
sport LMP2 machine had a mas-
sive shunt at the exit of turn one 
and at first glance seemingly 
bricked the car. But the young 
Kyffin Simpson found the reverse 
and got it moving again despite 
heavy damage. 

The yellow came out and during 
the full course yellow, the BMW 
#24 slowed to a stop on track 
after Augusto Farfus was ordered 
back to the garage for repairs. 
The car was retired once recovery 
teams brought it behind the wall. 

After all that commotion, it was 
still the #10 WTR car which led 
the field to yet another restart 
as the sun began to set and the 
issues for the #01 got worse. 

The green flag period didn’t last 
long however, the yellow flew 
once more when debris from a 
mysterious incident involving the 
GTD Pole sitting #93 Racers Edge 
Acura left debris strewn across 
the track and leaving the #93 
crew packing up after retiring the 
car. 

During the yellow period, the 
#38 Performance Edge LMP3 
machine seemingly drove into 
the back of the #6 Porsche entry 
out of nowhere and this subse-
quently extended the yellow to 
clean up the debris left from the 
contact. The #6 pitted for repairs 
and got going once more, as did 
the #38.

But the yellow party wasn’t yet 
done, however, as shortly after 
the next restart the #16 Wright 
Motorsport Porsche and the #57 
Winward Racing Mercedes made 
contact and sent both cars off as 
the yellow flew.

When the race finally got going 
again the field seemed to have 
settled into a holding pattern as 
they awaited the setting sun and 
adjusted to the changing track 
conditions. The persistent issues 
for the #01finally  caught up to 
them and as the car was pitted, 
in the waning minutes of the 
ninth hour, a fire broke out in the 
rear engine bay and the day was 
done for the #01.

(Left) The #60 team en-
tered the weekend with a 
tire controversy and ended 
the weekend with a tyre 
failure

(Below) Fan favorite #80 
AO racing stole the show 
with their T-Rex paint 
scheme



(Top) Jack Aitken cele-
brates his maiden win in 

GTP

(Right) Pit box repairs have 
become an all too common 

sight in the Porsche Penske 
camp this season

Throughout the 10th hour, the 
#10 WTR steamroller continued 
to lead with Deletraz now behind 
the wheel and when the sun fi-
nally set, the party really start-
ed. Teams made their final driver 
changes to ring in the last few 
hours of the race and slapped on 
fresh tires to take advantage of 
the cooling temperatures, and 
low visibility made it almost in-
evitable that at least one more 
yellow was going to blow these 
strategy plays up and turn this 
race on its head.

It’s almost too poetic that the 
incident that blew this race up 
involved the #60 Meyer Shank 
team and yet more tire problems 
after the news of the last few 
weeks. But that is exactly what 
happened… As he got settled 
behind the wheel of the #60 ma-
chine to close out the race, Tom 
Blomqvist suddenly found himself 
with an empty wheel well and the 
out of control car beached itself 
at turn 16. With only three wheels 
and stuck in the gravel, Blomqvist 
was going nowhere and the #60 
machine’s race was run. The yel-
low flag flew once more and the 
race was officially poised for cha-
os.

After the stricken Acura was re-
covered and the green flag flew, 
it was Mathieu Jamiet in the #7 
Porsche who managed to get 
around Aitken for P3 and set his 
sights on the #10. But the yel-
low flags came out again for the 
#51 Rick Ware Racing LMP2 entry 
with Pietro Fittipaldi behind the 

wheel. The #51 also lost a wheel 
suddenly on the entry to T1 and 
sent that wheel right into the 
LMP3 leading #30 Jr III Racing, 
ending both their days through 
no fault of their own. 

When the lights were green once 
more, Albuquerque had a mirror 
full of Porsche with the #6 and 
#7 both in the mix for the lead. 
The #7’s chase was naturalised 
when a penalty was handed 
down for a pit box infraction so 
it was now a battle between the 
#10 and the #6 cars with less 
than an hour to run.

Jaminet made moves, but Albu-
querque always had the answer. 
The #10 was saved by the 11th 
yellow of the day, this time due 
to a beached #78 Forte Racing 
Lamborghini. The race got go-
ing again, and some last-minute 
pit stops put the #31 at the front 
with Albuquerque and Jamint 
right behind. 

Three different marques, three 
different teams, and three world-
class drivers ran three wide, 
fighting tooth and nail for the 
lead. But the tensions finally 
boiled over in traffic and a small 
contact from Jaminet’s #6 Por-
sche sent the Albuquerque bowl-
ing through both Porsches and a 
handful of GT cars, bringing out 
the final yellow of the day and 
leaving just two GTP cars in the 
race for the overall win.

12 hours of racing came down 
to one corner, and at the end of 
the day, 12 hours of racing came 



#60 Meyer Shank Racing Acura 
was took sixth in the GTP class 
and the #24 BMW M Team RLL 
car finished eighth in GTP and 
51st overall after an early re-
tirement.

LMP3 was won decisively by 
Filipe Fraga by a full lap in the 
#74 Riley machine. The GT 
ranks were topped by Patrick 
Pilet and the #9 Pfaff Motor-
sport Porsche entry taking the 
GTD Pro crown and Madison 
Snow finishing it out for the #1 
Paul Miller Racing BMW outfit 
in GTD. 

down to one misjudgement made 
simultaneously by different two 
drivers in two different cars. That 
mistake boiled 12 hours of racing 
down to a simple DNF for three 
top-class teams all still in with a 
chance to leave Sebring Florida 
with a win.

In the end Jack Aiken crossed the 
line in the #31 and secured the 
victory after a final three laps of 
green flag running to close it out. 
Not far back came the #25 BMW 
with Nick Yelloly at the wheel, tak-
ing a very lucky and unexpected 
second place overall, something 
the team would have settled for at 
any stage of the race.

“I was doing some quick count-
ing. Those moments, so late in 
the race, you’re just pretty much 
in the moment. So I saw a crash, 
I was watching out for debris or 
other cars, because of course 
there were cars and parts pretty 
much everywhere, and just try-
ing to survive.” Aitken said post-
race. “It was after I got through 
just waiting for the caution that 
I thought ‘That was a lot of cars. 
And quite a few GTP cars. So may-
be we’re alright here.”

This victory marked the fourth 
Sebring win for Derani and hen 
thanked his team for the support 
that helped him get there.

“So I want to say thank you to the 
whole group, we came here with 
a very strong car in qualifying, put 
it on pole,” said the young Brazil-
ian. “We’ve had an amazing week, 
all the way from FP1 to the end of 
the race. We didn’t quite have the 

pace but we were there in end, 
and with the mistake the others 
made it allowed us to get ahead 
and take the win.

“This is my fourth win at Sebring 
and the one I’ve been hoping to 
get for a few years, and like I said 
we’ve been a bit on the unlucky 
side so to finally get it is fantastic. 
And the first one as well for the 
Cadillac V-Series.R and the LMDh 
car — a lot of hard work has been 
put into this program from the 
beginning, especially on the reli-
ability side. So to finish Daytona, 
and now Sebring, with a win and a 
pole position, it’s a fantastic effort 
from the whole group.” 

Behind Yelloly, Scott McLaughlin in 
the #Tower Motorsport LMP2 car 
rounded out the overall podium — 
yes, the very same car that limped 
away from the wall, and shedding 
parts, not four hours before…

This edition of the 12 Hours of 
Sebring’s was run more like a 
sprint than an endurance race giv-
en the multiple full course yellows 
and subsequent sprint starts. And 
after the race, despondent team 
owner Wayne Taylor was rather 
philosophical.
 
“All we can do is prepare for the 
next one,’’ Taylor said. “What can 
you do? It happens. This one was 
one of the craziest [races] I’ve 
seen, really… And I’ve seen a lot.’’
 
The # 6 Porsche Penske was of-
ficially scored third in GTP with 
Taylor’s #10 Acura fourth and the 
#7 Porsche Penske fifth. The sea-
son-opening Rolex 24 winning 



POS CLASS DRIVERS CHASSIS

1 GTP P. Derani / A. Sims / J. Aitken Cadillac V-Series R

2 GTP C. De Phillippi / N. Yelloly / S. van der Linde BMW M Hybrid V8

3 LMP2 J. Farano / S. McLaughlin / K. Simpson ORECA LMP2 07

4 LMP2 S. Thomas / M. Jensen / S. Huffaker ORECA LMP2 07

5 LMP2 D. Merriman / R. Dalziel / C. Rasmussen ORECA LMP2 07

6 LMP2 B. Keating / P. Chatin / A. Quinn ORECA LMP2 07

7 LMP2 G. Kurtz / B. Hanley / N. Siegel ORECA LMP2 07

8 LMP2 D. Andersen / E. Jones / A. Fjordback ORECA LMP2 07

9 GTP N. Tandy / M. Jaminet / D. Cameron Porsche 963

10 GTP R. Taylor / F. Albuquerque / L. Deletraz Acura ARX-06

11 GTP M. Campbell / F. Nasr / M. Christensen Porsche 963

12 LMP3 G. Robinson / F. Fraga / J. Burdon Ligier JS P320

13 LMP3 O. Fidani / M. Bell / L. Kern Duqueine D08

14 LMP3 T. Bechtolsheimer / T. van der Helm / D. Golburg Duqueine D08

15 LMP3 A. Manetella / W. Boyd / N. Varrone Duqueine D08

16 LMP3 S. Lucas / T. Kasemets / T. Estep Ligier JS P320

17 GTDPRO K. Bachler / P. Pilet / L. Vanthoor Porsche 911 GT3 R

18 GTDPRO J. Hawksworth / B. Barnicoat / K. Kirkwood Lexuc RC F GT3

19 GTDPRO D. Juncadella / J. Gounon / M. Engel Mercedes-AMG GT3

20 GTDPRO F. Perera / J. Pepper / R. Grosjean Lamborghini Hyracan 
GT3 EVO2

RESULT

WINNERS
P. DERANI / A. SIMS / J. AITKEN



SNAPSHOT

Robert Mau and the #38 Performance Tech LMP3 car kept in the spotlight 
today by throwing itself into not one, but two GTP cars during the race

Hot temperatures and hard racing made it 
an exhausting day for all team personal

Scary scenes for Lance Willsey as he faces the full force of 
the GT ranks backward and helpless after the turn once spin

A likely class victory ended with a tire to the windscreen 
in the final hours for the #30 Jr III LMP3 team
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TEAM PENSKE DUO TOPS CHILLY 
TEST FROM BARBER 

HUNTER-REAY ANNOUNCED FOR INDY 500 
RETURN 

Ryan Hunter-Reay will get 
back behind the wheel in the 
NTT IndyCar Series this May, 
having secured a ride with 
Dreyer and Reinbold Racing. 
The 42-year-old’s deal was 
announced on Wednesday 
afternoon, giving the team 
two confirmed entries into 
the famous event with 
Stefan Wilson having been 
announced a couple months 
previous.

“I am thrilled to have Ryan 
Hunter-Reay join our lineup 
for the 2023 Indianapolis 
500,” said team owner Dennis 
Reinbold. Ryan is a proven 
winner at the Speedway, 
winning in 2014, and is a 
tremendously talented driver 
who is a great addition to our 
team for this year’s 500.”

2022 was the first year 
Hunter-Reay did not compete 
in the Indy 500 since the 
2007 season, with his open 
wheel career stretching back 
even farther courtesy of a few 
seasons in CART before the 
merger. He will be back this 
season in the #23 entry, and 
the announcement also gives 
this year’s Indy 500 a full field 
of 33 confirmed entries.

“I’ve been eager to share 
this news for quite some 
time,” Hunter-Reay said. “This 
partnership with Dreyer & 
Reinbold Racing presents a 
unique opportunity for me 
and I can’t wait to get back 
on track at IMS. I feel laser-
focused and energized. The 
Indy 500 isn’t just a motor 
race, for me; it’s a way of life.

“I was incredibly attracted 
to the fact that DRR is a 
streamlined program that 
puts all of its energy into the 
month of May. I guess you 
can say I’m going back to 
my roots, considering how 
I started my IndyCar career 
with smaller teams that 
took the fight to the bigger 
efforts and won. If you look 
at DRR’s record at Indy and 
its impressive recent results, 
the pool of talented engineers 
and crew, it’s a perfect fit.”

Last Monday, over half of the 
NTT IndyCar Series field visited 
Barber Motorsports Park near 
Birmingham, Alabama for a 
private test day on the natural 
terrain road course. The weather 
was chilly even by early spring 
standards, and many drivers 
were forced to complete a bulk 
of their running in the latter half 
of the day.

At the end of the afternoon, 
it was Team Penske’s Scott 
McLaughlin that topped the 
unofficial timesheets in both 
lap time and number of circuits 
completed. McLaughlin’s team-
mate Will Power was only a 
couple tenths of a second 
behind his pace-setting 1:06.222 
time, and the third member of 
the team, Josef Newgarden, 
completed the fifth fastest lap 
despite feeling a little under the 
weather.

The third and fourth fastest 
times were set by Christian 
Lundgaard and Alex Palou 
respectively, with each putting 
in laps faster than their team-
mates. Marcus Armstrong was 

the fastest rookie at the test, 
completing the sixth fastest 
time around the 2.3-mile course. 
David Malukas was close behind 
in his Dale Coyne Racing with 
HMD entry.

Jack Harvey was not among 
those taking part in the test, as 
he was not cleared by IndyCar’s 
medical team to participate. The 
Briton was involved in one of 
the dramatic incidents during 
the season opener from St. 
Petersburg, and was taken to 
hospital for evaluation of his 
injured wrists.

Juri Vips, who tested with RLL 
at Sebring late last year, filled in 
for Harvey and finished the day 
13th out of the 16 participating 
drivers, completing 91 laps in 
the process. Marcus Ericsson 
was the only driver that suffered 
any damage throughout the 
test, and part of his day was lost 
while his CGR team replaced a 
rear wing.

McLaughlin was the fastest driver at the private test session

Hunter-Reay’s most recent IndyCar 
race was the 2021 Indy 500



IndyCar’s rookies completed 
an oval orientation at Texas 
Motor Speedway, and are 
now cleared to compete in 
the upcoming race.

NEWS BITES INDYCAR HAS BIGGER THINGS TO FIX 
THAN AEROSCREEN TINTING - FERRUCCI 

This season the NTT IndyCar 
Series introduced a new rule 
that forbids the use of tinting 
on the protective Aeroscreen 
except for areas that are rear 
of the driver’s forward vision. 
The new limitation doesn’t 
affect many drivers, because 
most have chosen to run a clear 
screen with a traditional tinted 
helmet visor in the three years 
since its introduction.

A few have chosen to darken 
the canopy a bit, however, 
including most notably Santino 
Ferrucci, who run a considerably 
darker Aeroscreen at last year’s 
Indianapolis 500. Speaking to 
Motorsport Monday, Ferrucci 
outlined his dislike for the new 
rule while being careful not to 
outright criticize the series for 
the change.

“They’ve got bigger things to 
fix than a tearoff,” said Ferrucci, 
alluding to the tinted addition 
he had on his Aeroscreen last 
season. “That’s all I’m going to 

say. Yeah, technically it’s safety. 
Because [incident responders] 
can’t see into the car. But they 
could look down [through the 
top] and see us. But I don’t 
understand – like I understand 
if there was 30% [tint] or 
whatever the heck it was, where 
you couldn’t see in at all. Okay. 
But a little bit of light shade for 
some of us, that’s not really an 
issue.

“Yeah, I didn’t want to tint the 
visor too much because it does 
get dark. It’s just easier to see 
the steering wheel with a light 
smoke visor than it is a dark, 
dark visor. I mean, they have 
so many other things that they 
could fix with these cars on the 
oval for the racing, and they’re 
worried about sun deflection. 
That’s where I stand on it.”

Ferrucci said no more on the 
issue, and was seen wearing a 
darkened helmet visor at the 
season opener in St. Petersburg.

GANASSI: THESE ARE THE GLORY DAYS OF 
INDYCAR 

Chip Ganassi has been 
involved in American open 
wheel racing for over 40 
years, first as a racer and 
then as successful team 
owner since 1990. He has 
seen the sport go through 
many different changes in 
that time, including many 
increases and decreases in 
the sport’s popularity.

As one of the most tenured 
figures in the IndyCar 
paddock, Ganassi is keenly 
aware of how some of the 
bigger decisions play out, 
including the series’ recent 
attempts to bring in a third 
engine manufacturer and 
the upcoming addition of 
hybrid to the engine formula. 
Ganassi talked with a select 
group of journalists recently, 
and the long-time team gave 
his thoughts about how the 

current state of the series 
compares to years past.

“Everyone wants to take a 
snapshot that in 1996, we had 
three chassis, three engine 
manufacturers and two tire 
companies fighting for the 
championship at the last 
race [of the CART Champ Car 
season],” Ganassi said. “Was 
that great? Unquestionably 
it was great. But times are 
different today. I remember 
there were 60 driver-car 
combinations when I tried 
to qualify [for the Indy 500] 
in 1982. I mean, it’s different 
today.

“But I don’t sit there and say 
we need to go back. These 
are the glory days. The days 
we’re in are the glory days, 
OK? Can we do a better job? 
Sure we can do a better job. 

I’ll come over to your office 
and show you how you can 
do a better job. You can come 
over to mine and tell me how 
I can do a better job. We can 
all do that.

“But that’s not the 
benchmark for me. The 
benchmark for me is we are 
where we are, and we want to 
go to that next step. Doing a 
better job marketing, getting 
the word out that this is a 
great racing series and some 
of the greatest racing. It’s real 
racing. The real thing.”

Ganassi is one of the most well-
known figures in the IndyCar paddock

Ferrucci complied with the new rules 
and ran a clear Aeroscreen in St. Pete
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RALLY

The Estonian went 0.8s quicker 
than Toyota rival Kalle Rovan-
pera and kept up the pace in 
the second run to lead the 
reigning champion by 1.7s. 

“Today was a bit of fun, to-
morrow is the job” comment-
ed Tanak who was wary of his 
road opening duties on the 
next day. 

Despite this, the M-Sport driv-
er enjoyed the crowd support 
with the rally returning to the 
country for the first time since 
2020.

“When you are arriving here it 
is just full of crowds and you 

HIGHLIGHTS

are driving in a tunnel of peo-
ple,” Tanak said, “It is some-
thing different – they are really 
really passionate…with all this 
support it is fun.”

Esapekka Lappi joined his fel-
low Finn in the top three, the 
new Hyundai driver finished 
just 0.5s back from Rovanpera 
after they couldn’t be separat-
ed over the shakedown. Fellow 
Hyundai teammate, Thierry 
Neuville, was next in fourth 
having beaten returning Toyota 
driver, Sebastien Ogier, around 
the tight confines of Guanajua-
to.

Standings after Day 1

1. Tanak – 1min 54s
2. Rovanpera +1.7s
3. Lappi +2.2s
4. Neuville +2.8s
5. Ogier +2.8s
6. Evans +3.8s

Friday

Three stages make up the 
morning of the second day of 
running. The famous El Choc-
olate, Ortega and Las Mina are 
tackled first before the first 
service. The afternoon sees a 
repeat of them but with two 
new super specials to close 
out the action. Las Dunas is a 
short 3.84km course that runs 
through some gravel quarry 
roads before the crews finally 
head to Distrito Leon Mx Rock 
& Rally for a 2.83km test over 

asphalt and cobblestones.

Lappi grabbed the advantage 
in the morning after a tight 
battle with Sebastien Ogier. 
The Finn jumped to the front 
from third place after setting 
the fastest time on El Choco-
late with Tanak hitting trouble 
on the stage. Tanak didn’t have 
to worry about how far road 
sweeping would set him back 
because the Estonian hit me-

Ogier to the fore
Thursday

Day 1 of Rally Mexico took place 
on Thursday night with two 
super special stage runs on 
the streets of Guanajuato. The 
1.2km test runs partly through 
tunnels underground that date 
back to when Guanajuato was 
the silver mining centre of the 
world.

Tanak went on to thrill the 
masses of spectators that lined 
the streets and take the rally 
lead heading into Friday. With 
the first twelve cars running in 
reverse order, Tanak had the 
perk of being the last one out 
of the gates, with which he 
took advantage. 

(Below) A Ken Block mural lined 
the streets of Guanajuato

(Bottom) A stark contrast to 
Sweden



chanical trouble with a failed tur-
bocharger being the culprit lead-
ing to the championship leader to 
drop significant time.

Ogier was able to close back in on 
Lappi through Ortega but couldn’t 
do enough through the final stage 
of the morning in Las Minas. Lappi 
won that stage to hold a 1.4s gap 
over the Frenchman.

“I have to be satisfied with this,” 
Lappi commented. “Seb has won 
this rally so many times and we 
can match his pace, so I need to 
be very pleased with that.”

M-Sport had one hell of a morn-
ing. After Tanak dropped 12 min-
utes with his trouble, Pierre-Louis 
Loubet and privateer, Jourdan 
Serderidis, hit suspension trouble 
which led to both having to retire 
the car marking a terrible start for 
the squad.

Elfyn Evans finished the morn-
ing in fourth just 0.6s ahead of 
Dani Sordo but 11.1s down from 
Ogier. Neuville in the other Hyun-
dai didn’t have a smooth start as 
he suffered a hybrid unit failure 
when hitting a compression in SS4 
which left the car down on power 
at the higher altitudes. He finished 
10.1s down from his teammate but 
was 6s clear of Rovanpera who 
suffered from a similar problem.

In the afternoon Lappi started to 
take control of the day. The Hyun-
dai driver took back-to-back wins 
on the second runs through Las 
Minas and Las Dunas to create a 
bigger gap back to Ogier. Ogier 
tried to respond at Distrito Leon 

but at the end of the day, Lappi 
had a 5.3s split to second.

“I am a bit surprised, but I take it 
as it is,” Lappi said joyfully. This 
was probably one of the best days 
of my career.”

Ogier’s teammate, Evans, battled 
through soaring temperatures and 
altitudes to finish Friday in third. 
The only struggle that the Welsh-
man faced was a lack of traction 
on some stages which meant he is 
24.8s in arrears to Ogier. Neuville 
added a seized rear right damper 
and damaged driveshaft to his list 
of issues on day 2, however, the 
Belgian battled through to finish 
fourth and only 9.7s adrift of the 
podium.

Rovanpera suffered from his start-
ing position due to being second 
on the road after Tanak. The Finn 
dropped time on every stage and 
ended the day 19.9s down on Neu-
ville. Despite a strong start, Sordo 
lost a minute on SS7 due to taking 
rear left tyre damage which took 
him from fourth to sixth. Takamo-
to Katsuta rolled his car down an 
embankment which wasn’t a great 
way to celebrate his birthday. 

Standings after Day 2

 1. Lappi - 1hr 25min 12s
 2. Ogier +5.3s
 3. Evans +30.1s
 4. Neuville +39.8s
 5. Rovanpera +59.7s
 6. Sordo +1min 27.2s

Saturday

(Top) Crowds were out in force

(Right) Evans put up a great 
fight against Neuville



(Top) Greensmith grabbed 
victory in WRC2

(Right)  Jourdan joined 
Loubet in suffering damage 

on Friday

Ibarrilla, El Mosquito, Derrama-
dero and Las Dunas are the three 
morning tests on which the crews 
will start their day. After the mid-
day service, they then repeat the 
same three routes with another 
run through Distrito Leon Mx Rock 
and Rally to close off the penulti-
mate day of the event.

The morning saw high anticipation 
for the resumption of the battle 
between Esapekka Lappi and Se-
bastien Ogier, however, it failed to 
materialise. The two started the 
day separated by 5.3s with both 
drivers knowing they had to be on 
it from the get-go, however, 10km 
into SS11, Lappi crashed his Hyun-
dai after being caught out by a 
sequence of turns. The Finn collid-
ed with a utility pole before briefly 
catching fire.

“There was a right with a cut, and 
it went straight into a left over 
crest,” explained a disconsolate 
Lappi. “I was a bit caught out with 
this cut and I was delayed on the 
entry to the left. We went wide 
and hit the bank which spun us 
out immediately and we hit the 
rear of the car.”

Lappi’s accident meant that Ogier 
was virtually unchallenged for the 
rest of the morning. The French-
man held a 28.5s lead over team-
mate Evans after dialling back on 
the aggressiveness now his pri-
mary challenger had gone. Evans 
however is in a battle for second 
with Thierry Neuville. The Belgian 
put yesterday’s troubles behind 
him to have a smooth morning 
and cut the gap to 8.7s at service.

Kalle Rovanpera finished the 

morning a further 36.6s behind 
due to suffering a lack of traction 
from his Toyota. Evans had been 
complaining of a similar issue so 
it may be the case that Toyota 
hasn’t gotten on top of its rough 
gravel issues from last year. De-
spite this Rovanpera still head-
ed Dani Sordo in the morning by 
43.1s.

Lappi’s crash had a knock-on ef-
fect on the field as SS15 had to be 
cancelled due to not being able to 
clear the Irrabilla stage. The WRC2 
field had only run one stage all 
morning due to stage interrup-
tions.

Throughout the afternoon, Ogi-
er continued to manage his pace 
and extend his lead over Evans. A 
stage win on El Mosquito 2 meant 
the Frenchman had a dominant 
35.8s lead heading into the final 
day at a rally in which he made his 
first WRC debut in 2008.

“I think the lead is good,” said Ogi-
er. “It’s been another strong day 
for me. We had a little bit of a dif-
ferent approach after Esapekka 
went off in the first stage in the 
morning.”

Evans had a fight on his hands 
with Thierry Neuville charging him 
down. Although the Belgian failed 
to jump the Welshman by the end 
of the day, the deficit would only 
be 4.3s with four stages still to go. 
Rovanpera lost more time to the 
duo due to a stall in Derramadero 
2 which left the Finn 54s behind 
Neuville.

Sordo finished the day fifth al-
beit 47.2s back from the reigning 

(Left) Lappi was unlucky 
to crash out from the lead 
on Saturday

(Below) Katsuta had a qui-
et rally after rolling his car



champion. The Spaniard was fo-
cused on trying new set-ups as he 
battled a car with a loose rear end 
however he is the last Rally1 car in 
the overall top 6. 

Standings after Day 3

 1. Ogier 2hr 35min 37.6s
 2. Evans +35.8s
 3. Neuville +40.1s
 4. Rovanpera +1min 34s
 5. Sordo +2min 21.2s
 6. Greensmith (WRC2) 
+10min 33.4s

Sunday

The finale of Rally Mexico ran over 
four stages. Another run through 
Las Dunas kicked off proceedings 
before the longest stage of the ral-
ly, Otates, is tackled. San Diego was 
the penultimate test with El Brinco 
serving as the final stage and the 
Wolf Power Stage.

Sebastien Ogier started Las Dunas 
by not taking any risks with the 
stage now very rutted. This meant 
the Frenchman lost a couple of sec-
onds but nothing alarming before 
Otates. Neuville however was in full 
chase mode with Elfyn Evans firmly 
in his sights. The Belgian gained an-
other two-tenths on the Toyota man 
to try and keep the pressure on. 

SS21 saw Ogier ship more time to 
his teammate but still sat 23.2s in 
front with two stages left to run. 
“Very slippery at the end but all 
good for us,” said Ogier at the end 
of the stage “We are trying to con-
trol the lead and it was a zero-risk 
drive.” Behind however Evans re-
sponded to Neuville’s attack, going 
1.7s faster than his rival. 

It was more bad news for Ott Tanak 
though as after a poor rally so far, it 
got worse with a front damper issue 
which left the Estonian just trying to 
drive the car home. His teammate 
Pierre-Louis Loubet also had poor 
luck return to him as he crossed the 
line with a deflated left front tyre 
which happened in a narrow part of 
the course.

Anticipation followed in the follow-
ing test though as Evans finished 
the stage 3.1s slower than Neuville 
setting up a dramatic showdown 
on the Wolf Power Stage. The gap 
shrunk to 2.7s although it was dis-
covered that Evans had a bent 
steering arm and was nursing the 
issue which explained the time 
drop.

The final stage secured the inevi-
table, Ogier took his seventh win of 
the event and capped off his dom-
inance by taking the power stage 
win as well. 

“I like this stage! The car was great 
this weekend and it was a faultless 
weekend from us and the team,” re-
marked a very happy Ogier. “As I am 
doing the next rally in Croatia, it’s 
important to start first on the road 
there and it was important to get 
the points for the team as well. I am 
proud but this win is for my friend 
who I lost not long ago. I am think-
ing of him.”

Following behind was Neuville who 
completed his charge against Evans 
to take second by 0.4s on the last 
stage. The Belgian also finished the 
power stage in third behind Tanak to 
gain a good haul of points and when 
he crossed the line, he remarked 



how much he was pushing.

“All weekend we have been on the 
limit, and it was really exhausting 
towards the end.”

Evans wasn’t surprised to drop to 
third but he was frustrated due to 
his bent steering arm. “It’s not a 
surprise,” said Evans. “We’ve been 
nursing a bent suspension arm 
since the first one this morning. 
We had to take it easy in a couple 
of places just to make sure we got 
back. It’s a shame.”

Behind the podium was Kalle 
Rovanpera who finished 1min 55.3s 
back from Ogier. The Finn rued los-
ing his rear wing on the final stage 
because he couldn’t fully capitalise 
on the power stage points on offer. 

Dani Sordo rounded out the Ral-
ly1 contingent in fifth place over 
a minute back from Rovanpera. 
Some points were scored but he 
will be looking towards Portugal 
now which is his next outing.

Gus Greensmith took victory in 
WRC2 and placed sixth overall 
in his first event of the season. 
“From SS6, this whole rally was 
under control for me,” commented 
Greensmith. “When we need to go 
faster we could gap everyone and 
after that, it was just about con-
trolling it and not making any mis-
takes. It’s the perfect way to start 
the year.”

(Top) Ogier dominated 
after Lappi’s accident

(Right) Pace or safety 
can be a juggle at Rally 

Mexico



WINNERS

RESULT

POS DRIVER PTS

1 S. Ogier 56

2 T. Neuville 53

3 K. Rovanpera 52

4 O. Tanak 47

5 E. Evans 44

6 C. Breen 19

7 D. Sordo 17

8 E. Lappi 15

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

S. OGIER  / V. LANDAIS

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 S. Ogier / V. Landais GR Yaris Rally1 
Hybrid

2 T. Neuville / M. Wydaeghe i20 N Rally1 Hybrid 27.5

3 E. Evans / S. Martin GR Yaris Rally1 
Hybrid 27.9

4 K. Rovanpera / J. Halttunen GR Yaris Rally1 
Hybrid 1:55.3

5 D. Sordo / C. Carrera i20 N Rally1 Hybrid 2:58.8

6 G. Greensmith / J. Halttunen Fabia RS 12:31.5

7 E. Lindholm / R. Hamalainen Fabia Evo 13:04.4

8 O. Solberg / E. Edmonson Fabia RS 13.37.7

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Toyota Gazoo 127

2 Hyundai 100

3 M-Sport Ford 73

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 S. Ogier / V. Landais GR Yaris Rally1 
Hybrid 5:14.8

2 O. Tanak / M. Jarveoja Ford Puma Rally1 2.0

2 T. Neuville / M. Wydaeghe i20 N Rally1 Hybrid 2.3

4 K. Rovanpera / J. Halttunen GR Yaris Rally1 
Hybrid 4.5

5 D. Sordo / C. Carrera i20 N Rally1 Hybrid 4.7

POWER STAGE RESULT

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 G. Greensmith / J. Halttunen Fabia RS

2 O. Solberg / E. Edmonson Fabia RS +55.4

5 A. Fourmoux / A. Coria Fiesta MkII +2:07.5

RALLY 2/3 RESULT

OVERALL RESULT



SNAPSHOT

The art of 
control

Rovanpera suffered with 
traction issues all rally

Solberg put on a late charge 
but was scuppered by damage

Sordo started strongly 
but ran into trouble
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RALLY MEXICO FIGHTING TO 
BE ON 2024 WRC CALENDAR

USA TEST EVENT UNVEILED 
AS PART OF WRC BID 

A 2024 round of the WRC held 
in the USA has progressed 
a step further after it was 
announced last week that a 
demonstration and test event 
will take place this year.

A WRC rally held in the USA 
has emerged as a serious 
candidate to join the calendar 
in 2024. The round, which has 
support from manufacturers 
and drivers, is being pushed 
by the WRC with the series 
wanting to stage a test event 
to confirm the potential the 
new addition to the calendar 
would bring.

The demonstration and test 
events are due to be held in 
Chattanooga Tennessee, with 
the demonstration event being 
held on 7-8 April. The course 
will use gravel roads around 
the Cherokee National Forest 

and the Ocoee River area in 
Polk County. The test event is 
expected to be held around 
the same region, but dates 
have yet to be announced.

The last time the WRC ran in 
the United States of America 
was in 1988 when Miki Biasion 
won the Olympus Rally. 
With the USA seen as a key 
battleground for championship 
stakeholders, with outlook is 
positive when hoping to see 
the stars and stripes on the 
2024 calendar.

“We welcome the 
announcement coming out 
of Chattanooga today,” said 
WRC event director Simon 
Larkin. “WRC promoter has 
been interested in a return to 
the USA, a country that was an 
occasional host to WRC events 
between 1973 and 1988.”

This year Rally Mexico returned 
to the calendar for the first 
time since 2020. And whilst 
the crews have been tackling 
the likes of El Chocolate over 
the weekend, the reality is that 
the rally has only a one-year 
agreement.

There are a few new rallies 
potentially taking up a spot on 
the calendar next year which 
makes the odds of a return to 
Mexico up in the air. Latvia has 
been announced as a new event 
already next year, the USA is 
looking like a strong candidate 
to take up another spot and 
depending on funding, the long-
gestating Rally GB in Ireland is 
also looking for a place.
Rally Mexico manager Gilles 
Spitalier isn’t kidding himself 
about the situation as was 
very honest when he spoke to 
DirtFish.

“We are back,” said Spitalier. 

“That’s nice but we have a one-
year contract. That’s the reality. 
This is a business for many 
people and many countries 
want to be in. We know we have 
to fight to keep our place – I 
am very clear on this with the 
people in the event and with the 
government and with everybody 
involved.”

Spitalier feels that the rally is 
one of the highlights of the 
calendar with a link to the timing 
of the event in the schedule.

“It has its place right after the 
winter events when you come 
out of the snow and the cold 
into the sunshine, the heat and 
the colour of this place. We 
worked to give Rally Mexico its 
own identity.” Spitalier said.

Cyril Abiteboul is prepared 
to ask Esapekka Lappi to 
sacrifice his position to help 
Thierry Neuville at any rally 
this year.

Each manufacturer will have 
to produce their own “sound 
module” from 1st May after 
a regulation update means 
they can’t use the synthetic 
sounds from the FIA.

Tanak has said that without 
hybrid power in places, it 
would have been impossible 
to get his car back to 
service after suffering turbo 
issues on the Friday of Rally 
Mexico.

NEWS BITES
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APRILIA FINAL MANUFACTURER 
TO UNLEASH 2023 PROGRAMME 

YAMAHA CONFIRMS MOTOGP TEST FOR 
WORLD SUPERBIKE CHAMP RAZGATLIOGLU

Honda has tasked highly-
respected Moto2 chassis-
manufacturer Kalex with 
redesigning the chassis on its 
MotoGP-specification RC213-V 
as the Japanese manufacturer 
had taken desperate measures 
to return to competitiveness. 

Honda has struggled to make 
headway with its premier class 
prototype across the last few 
years having lost its way, the 
organisation continuously 
churning out bikes that its 
riders struggle to make 
work over continuous laps 
in particular, but also over a 
single lap compared to current 
pacesetters Ducati and Aprilia.

Six-time premier class 
champion Marc Marquez 
has worked hard with Honda 
since returning from injury in 
the latter part of last season 
to turn its fortunes around, 
though its recent offerings 
once again fell short – the 

brand bringing as many as 
four different chassis for its 
pilots to try during pre-season 
testing. 

But now according to Austrian 
publication Speedweek, Honda 
has now decided to turn once 
again to German engineering 
company Kalex which supplies 
the vast majority of the Moto2 
field, as well as successfully 
designed and provided a new 
swingarm for Honda’s MotoGP 
challenger towards the end of 
last season. 

Honda has reportedly tasked 
Kalex with a complete re-
design of the chassis on its 
RC213-V, likely as pressure 
mounts from Marquez who 
could well elect to switch 
marques should it fail to get 
its act together soon – the 
Spaniard now also provided 
with a useful yardstick with 
brother Alex having switched 
to the Gresini Racing squad to 

campaign one of its Ducatis in 
2023. 

The new chassis should be 
ready to test during Mays in-
season test at the Jerez circuit 
in Spain, which takes place 
right after the fourth round of 
the year at the same venue for 
the Spanish Grand Prix. 

Honda’s latest bold attempt 
to recapture its speed comes 
after replacing HRC technical 
director Takeo Yokoyama 
during the winter having 
failed to make progress with 
the organisation, with Suzuki 
refugee Ken Kawauchi brought 
onboard as his replacement. 
Honda finished a disastrous 
sixth and last of the MotoGP 
constructors last season 
having scored just two 
rostrum results all year, with 
Marc ending the year as the 
best placed RC213-V pilot in 
the overall standings in a lowly 
13th. 

Aleix Espargaro is in a race 
against time to be fit enough 
to compete in next weekends 
MotoGP season-opening 
Portuguese Grand Prix after 
undergoing surgery on his left 
arm. 

The Aprilia rider struggled with 
fibrosis in his left appendage 
throughout pre-season testing 
at the Algarve International 
Circuit over the weekend – the 
condition affecting his testing 
plans throughout - the Spanish 
rider’s extreme discomfort 
forcing him to head to the 
Hospital Universitari Dexeus in 
Barcelona on Monday. 

These checks confirmed that 
he was suffering from fibrosis 
– an extreme swelling of the 
muscles in the affected region 
- rather than the arm pump 
more commonly sustained by 
motorcycle racers, with a swift 
surgery soon following. 

Posting an image of him lying 
in hospital on Tuesday, a 

defiant Espargaro said that he 
is “ready to race” following the 
procedure, though he faces a 
short 12 day battle in order to 
be fit enough to take to the 
controls of his RS-GP for the 
Spanish GP. 

“Surgery done!” said Espargaro 
in an Instagram post on 
Tuesday afternoon.  
I had a lot of pressure in my 
forearm, so everything is 
released and I’m now ready to 
race!”

Aprilia test rider Lorenzo 
Savadori would likely be 
the man to take over from 
Espargaro should he be ruled 
unfit to compete in Portimao. 



PARTINGSHOT
Nyck de Vries spins off during a qualifying lap on 

Satuday in Jeddah
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