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How long before 
Vettel is back?

START YOUR ENGINES

Only the smallest group 
of elite Formula 1 
talent can stake a 
claim of being the one 

of the greatest the category 
has ever seen. Sebastian Vettel, 
throughout his 17-year stint 
in F1, is someone who fits into 
the small sample size, having 
achieved almost unrivalled 
success.

On Sunday, the four-time 
World Champion bowed 
out of Formula 1, taking 
to the track for the 
final time in the series. 
Throughout his tenure 
in the championship, he 
has claimed four drivers’ 
titles, 122 podiums, 57 
pole positions and 53 wins.

Having spent the latter stages 
of his career competing further 
down the pecking order, it’s 
easy to forget that he was once 
a dominant titan, so much so 
that he received an onslaught 
of hate whenever he wagged 
his finger while walking to the 
top spot of the podium.

His most recent years in Formula 
1 and the results he has achieved 
are a shadow of where he once 
was on the grid, and it has 
altered his attitude and desire 
to remain on the current gird. 
Plus Vettel has found a more 
appealing call, which has been 
evident over the last couple of 
seasons.

Environmental and social 
matters have been at the 

forefront of his recent 
projections and outputs, and it 
appears that whatever he opts 
to do next, it will be subject 
to creating awareness in 
these areas. It will perhaps be 
something he needs to do, to 
keep himself distracted from 
the pain of missing out on the 
lure of Formula 1’s adrenaline 
rush.

A route back into the sport 
is always a difficult ask, but 
for a driver of Vettel’s calibre, 
exceptions would likely be made 
if he wished to return. Given 
his stature and success in the 
series, it would really be a no-
brainer. Just look how Fernando 
Alonso was welcomed back 
with open arms, and even more 
recently (this past weekend, 
actually), Nico Hülkenberg, who 
is yet to achieve a podium as 

he approaches his 200th 
race, was re-signed to the 
field to drive alongside 
Kevin Magnussen at Haas 
next year.

For a moment, let’s play 
pretend and envision 

the possibility of a 2026 
return, when FIA’s new engine 
regulations come into play. Audi 
has confirmed that it will join 
the sport with its own engine 
and team, as it will enter into 
a partnership with the Sauber-
owned organisation, which 
currently operates as Alfa 
Romeo.

Mick Schumacher has already 

Exceptions would likely 
be made if he wished to 

return

Vettel competed in his 
last F1 race on Sunday



been linked with the team, 
and will likely be looking for a 
return to the field following his 
departure from the Haas outfit 
following the conclusion of this 
weekend’s Abu Dhabi Grand 
Prix.

Vettel shares a strong 
relationship with Schumacher, 
as he did with 
his father 
Michael during 
the brief years 
they spent on 
the Formula 1 
grid together. Vettel won’t yet 
be 40 by the time Audi sinks 
its teeth into the field, and it 
may call upon the experience, 
marketability and success of 
Vettel to commence its new era 
of racing.

Could he also seek to use 

Schumacher as a negotiation 
tactic, in which he asserts that 
the team won’t be able to have 
one without the other, in a bid to 
help his friend? The possibility 
also remains that Schumacher 
will find his own way back to 
Formula 1 prior to that, without 
Vettel’s assistance.

Both of their 
f u t u r e s , 
h o w e v e r , 
depend on 
what occurs 
next. Vettel, 

who asserts he remains a fan 
of getting behind the wheel 
despite his decision to walk 
away from Formula 1, can keep 
his prospects of returning to 
F1 high by dipping his toes into 
other categories. It’s a scenario 
that he hasn’t ruled out for the 
future.

“I think naturally you do look 
at other stuff,” he said. “I don't 
know yet, is the answer [when 
asked if he will race elsewhere]. 

So, I think I quite look forward to 
the idea of nothing, at first, and 
then see what it does to me. I 
mean, there are lots of other 
things in my head as well. Other 
interests and ideas outside 
racing. But yeah, obviously I've 
done this for so long and it's a 
big part of… 

“It's central to my life. So it will 
be difficult to say that I'm not 
going to miss it, but how much 
and whether then I start to look 
at something else, we'll see. I 
always liked, for some reason, 
rallying, but I can see it’s a 
major challenge, because it's so 
different to what we do in, let's 
say, classic circuit racing.”

Vettel would be welcomed 

back onto the Formula 1 grid 
with open arms, of that there 
is no doubt. But if this really is 
goodbye, then his historic career 
will be remembered fondly by 
motorsport fans for decades to 
come.

Vettel is one of the most 
successful drivers of all 

time

Could Audi be an 
option for Vettel?

Russell was also cheered 
when he crashed during 

qualifying

His most successful F1 
days were at Red Bull

START YOUR ENGINES

He was welcomed by 
his fellow drivers on 

Sunday’s grid

The weekend was full of 
celebrations for Vettel



ABU DHABI GP

Formula 1’s longest season in its 72-year history came to 
a close in traditional curtain-closing venue Abu Dhabi. Last 
year’s finale resulted in the crowing of a new World Champion 
in the most controversial circumstances, the ramifications of 
which still remain in some quarters. With both titles done and 
dusted this was merely an end-of-school sojourn in the No-
vember sunshine, as Formula 1 bade farewell to a season that 
promised much and delivered a walkover. 

PHIL HORTON / F1 EDITOR

2022 FIA FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING
HIGHLIGHTS

It was a bit ‘Noah’s Ark’ up 
front during qualifying for 

the Formula 1 finale in Abu 
Dhabi as the front-runners 
came in two by two at the Yas 
Marina Circuit. After the thrill, 
and shock, of Brazil this was 
a return to reality at a circuit 
that provides little in the way of 
challenge or spectacle – beside 
the glitzy strobe lights and 
ongoing club music. 

Max Verstappen beat Sergio 
Perez to pole position in an 
all-Red Bull front row, Charles 
Leclerc got the better of Carlos 
Sainz for third place, while 
Lewis Hamilton bested George 
Russell to claim fifth spot. It 

marked Verstappen’s third 
successive Yas Marina pole, and 
his seventh of the season. 

“Yeah it was a bit up and down 
qualifying, started off quite 
well, Q2 was a bit more messy, 
I don’t know why, but the 
tyres I couldn’t get grip, but in 
Q3 it felt more normal,” said 
Verstappen. “The car turned off 
before the first run so we had 
to reboot everything and it was 
good enough again. It wasn’t 
easy to find a lot more lap time, 
just a little bit in the last sector. 
Overall we have been on it, the 
car has been quick again, and a 
bit more back to normal.”

Red Bull takes first front row lock-
out of 2022

Ferrari locks out second row, with 
Leclerc heading Sainz

Mercedes fifth and sixth as Brazil 
forms flops

Vettel ninth for F1 swansong 

Perez outlined that he “didn’t 
quite make that final step in 
Q3” but asserted that it was 
“good to lock out the front row.”

“I think especially run one 
wasn’t ideal and then the 
second run was quite a lot 
better, not enough for pole 
though, but being on the 
front row for the team is a 
good result, especially after 
struggling in São Paulo,” he 
added.

Leclerc ended up with a 
season-best nine poles – the 
second time in his career he 
has been Formula 1’s Saturday 
king – though accepted Ferrari 
had been firmly second-best in 
Abu Dhabi. 

“It was really tricky to put the 
tyres in the right window and 
you get a different feeling 
from one lap to the other,” 
said Leclerc. “It wasn’t enough 
to challenge Checo, I had no 
slipstream, I don’t know how 
much this we paid the price.”

Behind the front-runners Lando 
Norris capped a promising 
season by taking seventh, 
with the position once more 
underlining the work still 
required by the team to reel 
in the front-runners, facing 
a gap of almost a second to 

Verstappen. Esteban Ocon 
was eighth for Alpine on a 
day in which Fernando Alonso 
narrowly failed to make the 
top 10, but was promoted 
there anyway due to Daniel 
Ricciardo’s grid penalty. 

Sebastian Vettel waved 
goodbye to Formula 1 with a 
spot inside Q3, ending up ninth, 
which was a respectable effort. 
For a driver who once claimed 
15 poles in a season it was 
little to shout about, but he 
extracted what he could from 
the AMR22. 

Yuki Tsunoda was 12th 
for AlphaTauri while Mick 
Schumacher got the better 
of Kevin Magnussen for his 
last dance at Haas, taking 
13th to his team-mate’s 16th. 
Lance Stroll and Zhou Guanyu 
completed the Q2 runners; 
the rookie got the better of his 
Alfa Romeo team-mate Valtteri 
Bottas, who struggled getting 
the tyres into the right window 
early in the lap and wound up 
18th.

 Pierre Gasly was a low-key 17th 
for his AlphaTauri swansong 
while Williams slumped to the 
back of the field, Alexander 
Albon getting the better of 
Nicholas Latifi. 

QUALIFYING
RESULT

M. VERSTAPPEN / RED BULL

S. PEREZ / RED BULL

C. LECLERC / FERRARI

C. SAINZ / FERRARI

L. HAMILTON / MERCEDES

G. RUSSELL / MERCEDES

L. NORRIS / MCLAREN 

E. OCON / ALPINE

S. VETTEL  / ASTON MARTIN

D. RICCIARDO / MCLAREN

F. ALONSO / ALPINE

Y. TSUNODA / ALPHATAURI

M. SCHUMACHER / HAAS

L. STROLL / ASTON MARTIN

Z. GUANYU / ALFA ROMEO

K, MAGNUSSEN / HAAS

P. GASLY / ALPHATAURI 

V. BOTTAS / ALFA ROMEO

A. ALBON / WILLIAMS

N. LATIFI / WILLIAMS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Verstappen signs off 2022 with seventh 
pole



RACE

HIGHLIGHTS
Formula 1’s 2022 season came 
to a subdued conclusion in Abu 
Dhabi, with Max Verstappen 
scoring a hat-trick of Yas Mari-
na wins, while Sebastian Vettel 
signed off with a point.
The Yas Marina Circuit rarely 
inspires stupendously exciting 
racing – bar the controversial 
2021 showdown – and it was 
largely the case once more in 
2022. Verstappen, donning a 
gold helmet, led away from 
pole position and was only 
headed during the pit stop cy-
cle, fronting the field for 57 of 
the 58 laps. 

Verstappen executed a 
straightforward one-stop Me-

dium/Hard tyre strategy to 
collect his third successive Yas 
Marina win, albeit one that had 
a slightly calmer aftermath 
than in 2021. 

“It was a good race,” said Ver-
stappen. “My target was always 
to try and make sure the 1-stop 
would work, we had good pace 
on mediums, the last 3 laps 
were a bit more tricky and had 
to get to a certain lap, and we 
managed to extend that stint 
quite well. Once I put the hard 
tyres on I put them on nicely, 
and at one point I wanted to 
go faster but we weren’t sure if 
the tyre would hold on until the 
end so it was a bit of manage-

Dominant Verstappen caps year 
with 15th win

Leclerc beats Perez to second over-
all

Vettel bows out of F1 with final 
point

Hamilton retires to ensure worst 
campaign 

Verstappen signs off from 2022 F1 season 
in style 

ABU DHABI GRAND PRIX
RACE REPORT 

ment but then I hit the crosso-
ver where the 2-stop would not 
work, but the tyres were good 
and we went to the end.”
Reflecting on the season, Ver-
stappen said: “It has been a 
great team effort, especial-
ly after the tough start to the 
year, I think nobody would have 
imagined it. It has been real-
ly enjoyable to be part of the 
team, we focus on performance 
but you need to appreciate the 
moment. We will do, but we are 
of course focusing on next year 
– it’s hard to do a lot better 
than this but you should always 
try to aim to do that.”

Most of the intrigue was for 
the runner-up position behind 
Verstappen in both the race 
and the world championship. 
Charles Leclerc and Sergio 
Perez arrived in Abu Dhabi level 
on points, and Perez followed 
Verstappen during the first 
stint of the race. Red Bull put 
Perez on a two-stop strategy 
while Ferrari gambled on a one-
stop strategy, recognising it as 
their only hope given the inferi-
or race pace of the F1-75. Perez 
spent the final stint reeling in 
Leclerc, and trying to overcome 
lapped traffic, and ultimate-
ly fell short by 1.3 seconds. It 
meant Leclerc salvaged second 
place in the championship from 
a difficult season, becoming 
the first Ferrari driver to finish 
runner-up in four years, while 
Perez had to settle for a ca-
reer-high third overall. 

“Our goal was to do something 
different,” said Leclerc. “And 
with the tyre management we 
made the one-stop work and 
we got the second place. It was 
really difficult, especially on the 
medium stint as the first part 
trying not to fight too much.”

Leclerc was sanguine about 
Ferrari’s season, recognising 
the pros and the cons.

“Obviously if I take a step back, 
considering from how far we 

Circuit: Yas Marina 
Laps: 58 (5.281km)
Lap Record: 1:26.103

(Below) The pack got through 
Turn 1 safely

(Bottom) Vettel signed off from 
F1



(Top) The formation lap gets 
underway

(Right) Russell was issued a 
time penalty for an unsafe 

release

have come from last year it is an 
amazing step forward,” he said. “But 
obviously I cannot ignore that we 
went from leading to quite a bit of 
points to being behind by quite a bit 
of points.”
 
Perez missed out on the runner-up 
spot but was mature about the de-
velopment, explaining: 
“Well I think it is how the sport 
works – sometimes you win, some-
times you lose. Today Ferrari did a 
fantastic race.”

Carlos Sainz wound up fourth for 
Ferrari while George Russell was 
fifth after a slow start and a tardy 
pit stop which led to an unsafe re-
lease and subsequent time penalty. 

Lewis Hamilton signed off from his 
worst year in Formula 1 with a retire-
ment. Hamilton battled with Sainz 
on the opening lap and bounced 
across the Turn 6 exit kerb after 
going wide. He complained of floor 
damage, and of being put on a 
one-stop strategy, but was still on 
course for fourth spot in the race 
until he began struggling with the 
shifts. The W13 swiftly slowed and 
Hamilton toured back to the pits to 
bring his miserable year to a slightly 
premature conclusion. Sixth in the 
standings, and with no pole or victo-
ry, it marked Hamilton’s least com-
petitive campaign since debuting 
back in 2007 – though he was trying 
to see the upsides.

“I think 2011 was probably the hard-
est year I had, just in terms of life,” 
he said. “This year is not the great-
est, it is up there with probably the 
top three of the worst seasons, but 

it’s been a much stronger year in 
terms of myself, in terms of how it 
worked with the team, how we’ve 
all stayed united. So I think there’s 
been lots of pluses.”

Lando Norris had a quiet but effec-
tive race to take sixth place, includ-
ing the fastest lap, to comfortably 
seal his position as ‘best of the rest’ 
in the championship. He finished 
ahead of Esteban Ocon, while Lance 
Stroll ran a strong race to take 
eighth spot.

Daniel Ricciardo and Sebastian Vet-
tel rounded out the top 10 on a day 
in which one said ta-ta for now, 
while the other waved goodbye for-
ever. Vettel was the recipient of a 
guard of honour by his 19 contem-
poraries prior to the race start, while 
Fernando Alonso – alongside him 
on the grid – said pre-race that he 
would ensure his Aston Martin rival 
made it through Turn 1 unscathed. 
Vettel was frustrated by his one-
stop strategy but at least bowed out 
with a point, even if it wasn’t quite 
enough for Aston Martin to jump 
Alfa Romeo in the final standings. 

“I wish it would have been a cou-
ple more points,” said Vettel. “But I 
enjoyed the race, I think it was a bit 
of a different warm-up today to get 
into the race, but once the lights go 
off it’s full on race mode. Today we 
maybe didn’t go for the best strat-
egy. It was a shame because I think 
we could have turned the construc-
tors’ championship around for us. 
Overall a big day, and a big thank 
you to all the support. So many flags 
and so many smiling faces, which 
has been very special, very nice. I’m 



(Top)  Schumacher tangled 
with Latifi during his final 

race for Haas 

(Right) Success has been a 
common theme of Ver-

stappen’s season

sure I’m going to miss it more than I 
understand right now.”

Yuki Tsunoda rounded out a difficult 
sophomore season with a strong 
but ultimately unrewarded drive 
to 11th place, ahead of rookie Zhou 
Guanyu, Alexander Albon and Pierre 
Gasly, who had a fierce contest over 
12th late on. A season of two halves 
for Valtteri Bottas came to a close 
in 15th place, meaning he scored 
46 points before June and then just 
three after. Haas had a difficult con-
clusion to its season. Mick Schu-
macher clashed with Nicholas Latifi, 
for which he was rightly penalised, 
and took 16th, with Magnussen 17th, 
on a day in which the VF-22 was 
woefully uncompetitive. Latifi was 
unable to reach the finish, pitting 
three laps from home, while joining 
he and Hamilton on the sidelines 
was Alonso, who suffered a suspect-
ed water leak. 

F1 2022 is now over, the champi-
ons have been crowned, and every 
box in the standings has been filled 
and sorted. F1 2023 begins straight 
away, with post-season testing on 
Tuesday…  

(Left) Stroll passed Ric-
ciardo for position late on

(Below) Piastri was back 
in the paddock for the first 
time since being an-
nounced as a 2023 McLar-
en F1 driver



POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Max Verstappen Red Bull

2 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 8.771

3 Sergio Perez Red Bull 10.093

4 Carlos Sainz Ferrari 24.892

5 George Russell Mercedes 35.888

6 Lando Norris McLaren 56.234

7 Esteban Ocon Alpine 57.240

8 Lance Stroll Aston Martin 76.391

9 Daniel Ricciardo McLaren 83.268

10 Sebastian Vettel Aston Martin 83.898

11 Yuki Tsunoda AlphaTauri 89.371

12 Zhou Guanyu Alfa Romeo 1 Lap

13 Alexander Albon Williams 1 Lap

14 Pierre Gasly AlphaTauri 1 Lap

15 Valtteri Bottas Alfa Romeo 1 Lap

16 Mick Schumacher Haas 1 Lap

17 Kevin Magnussen Haas 1 Lap

18 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes DNF

19 Nicholas Latifi Williams DNF

20 Fernando Alonso Alpine DNF

RESULT
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Max Verstappen 454

2 Charles Leclerc 308

3 Sergio Perez 305

4 George Russell 275

5 Lewis Hamilton 246

6 Carlos Sainz 240

7 Lando Norris 122

8 Esteban Ocon 92

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Red Bull 759

2 Ferrari 554

3 Mercedes 515

4 Alpine 173

5 McLaren 159

6 Alfa Romeo 55

7 Aston Martin 55

8 Haas 37

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

WINNER
MAX VERSTAPPEN



SNAPSHOT

It was a dominant 
Red Bull season

Ricciardo bid farewell to 
McLaren with a run to points

Alonso’s difficult year 
ended in another DNF

Donuts 
for Perez!
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RICCIARDO SET FOR RED BULL 
RESERVE ROLE 

HULKENBERG JOINS HAAS FOR 2023 F1  
SEASON 

Haas has confirmed the 
long-awaited news that Nico 
Hulkenberg will return to 
Formula 1 full-time in 2023, 
in place of Mick Schumacher. 
Hulkenberg raced in Formula 
1 from 2010 through 2019 – 
aside from 2011 – for Williams, 
Sauber, Force India and 
Renault. He was unable to 
secure a seat for the 2020 
season after being replaced 
at Renault by Esteban Ocon 
but has remained affiliated to 
Formula 1 through a reserve 
role at Racing Point/Aston 
Martin. 

That led to five entries across 
2020 and 2022, most recently 
in Saudi Arabia in March, 
when he filled in for Covid-
positive Sebastian Vettel. 
Ahead of Formula 1’s season 
finale in Abu Dhabi, Haas 

confirmed that the 35-year-
old veteran will link up with 
Kevin Magnussen for 2023.

“I’m very happy to move 
into a full-time race seat 
with Haas F1 Team in 2023,” 
said Hulkenberg. “I feel like 
I never really left Formula 
1. I’m excited to have the 
opportunity to do what I love 
the most again and want to 
thank Gene Haas and Günther 
Steiner for their trust. We 
have work ahead of us to be 
able to compete with all the 
other teams in the midfield, 
and I cannot wait to join that 
battle again.”

Haas boss Steiner explained 
the decision to recruit 
Hulkenberg.

“He was in F1 a long time and 

he was with teams in the 
midfield for a long time so he 
knows how they work, how 
to make them better,” Steiner 
said. “We looked at that 
wherever he was the team 
always made progress and 
we hope, that’s our aim to do 
that as well here and that’s 
why it came up that choice. 

“Obviously you start off with 
more people [being studied 
for the seat], considering 
more people in the beginning 
and then it narrows down. 
Then it came out after 
speaking with people which 
worked with him and things 
like this that Nico is the choice 
we want to have for the team 
to move on with the team as 
we said in the press release 
to take us forward.”

Daniel Ricciardo is set to 
move into a back-up role with 
Red Bull Racing for the 2023 
season after relinquishing 
his McLaren race seat. It will 
reunite Ricciardo with his former 
employers after four seasons 
spent elsewhere. Ricciardo was 
part of Red Bull’s junior scheme 
during his time on the single-
seater ladder and raced for the 
team in Formula 1 between 2014 
and 2018. 

He opted to leave for Renault for 
the 2019 season in order to seek 
fresh challenges before jumping 
ship to McLaren in 2021. 

However a firm three-year deal 
was cut short earlier this season 
amid a lack of performance, 
with McLaren opting to recruit 
Oscar Piastri in his place. 

Ricciardo’s options to remain in 
Formula 1 dwindled, with former 
employers (now) Alpine showing 

no interest in re-recruiting the 
Australian, while all the other 
top teams were locked out. 
Ricciardo ruled himself out of 
chasing a backmarker role and 
instead looked to a reserve 
position. 

He has now reunited with his 
former employers, Red Bull, and 
will be the third driver behind 
Max Verstappen and Sergio 
Perez in 2023. Ricciardo is 
expected to carry out several 
show runs, ambassadorial roles 
and will also be available for 
tyre tests. The Australian has 
set his sight on returning to the 
grid as a full-time driver for the 
2024 season

Ricciardo will be returning to Red Bull 

Hulkenberg will race 
for Haas in 2023 



F1 is exploring whether 
to change the power unit 
penalty system for 2023 
amid concerns the current 
system is not stringent 
enough. 

DRS is set to be activated 
after one lap, rather than 
two laps, during Sprint races 
in 2023 as a trial. 

Ferrari Driver Academy 
member Ollie Bearman, 17, 
will step up to Formula 2 in 
2023 with Prema. 

Formula 2 veteran Ralph 
Boschung has signed on to 
contest another season for 
Campos.

Williams-backed youngster 
Zak O’Sullivan will remain in 
Formula 3 after securing a 
switch to Prema. 

Mari Boya will graduate to 
Formula 3 next season with 
MP Motorsport. 

NEWS BITES SCHUMACHER: F1 'ANYTHING BUT 
CLOSED' AFTER HAAS EXIT 

Outgoing Haas racer Mick 
Schumacher says Formula 
1 “is anything but closed for 
me” after confirmation that 
he will not be on the 2023 
starting grid. Schumacher 
stepped up to Formula 1 with 
Haas in 2021 on a multi-year 
contract but his future at the 
team had been uncertain for 
several months, before his 
exit was confirmed prior to 
the Abu Dhabi weekend. No 
seats remain on the Formula 
1 grid for the 2023 season but 
Schumacher says he will fight 
to eventually make a comeback 
in the championship.

“This is going to be my last 
race with Haas,” Schumacher 
said. “I don’t want to hide 
the fact that I am very 
disappointed about the 
decision not to renew our 
contract. Nevertheless, I 
would like to thank both Haas 
and Ferrari for giving me this 
opportunity. Those years 

together have helped me to 
mature both technically and 
personally. And especially 
when things got difficult, I 
realised how much I love this 
sport. It was at times bumpy 
but I steadily improved, 
learned a lot and now know 
for sure that I deserve a place 
in Formula 1. The subject is 
anything but closed for me. 
Setbacks only make you 
stronger. My fire burns for 
Formula 1 and I will fight hard 
to return to the starting grid.”

Speaking about Schumacher’s 
exit, Steiner said: “I said we 
thank him for what he did 
because he was in the team 
and we were in a difficult time. 
It wasn’t always rosy here but 
he took it as a grown up as 
I said. Obviously it’s always 
emotional. But he actually 
appreciated we gave him a 
chance. It’s never nice to do 
this, it’s never a joy to do this.”

F1 LAUNCHES F1 ACADEMY SERIES FOR 
2023 SEASON 

Formula 1 has announced 
the formation of an all-new 
F1 Academy racing series, 
which will commence in 
2023. The category will be 
an F4-spec series using the 
Tatuus T421 chassis as well 
as a 165-horsepower engine 
supplied by Autotecnica. 
F1 Academy will consist of 
five teams, run by current 
Formula 2 and Formula 3 
outfits, while the series as a 
whole will be managed by F2 
and F3 CEO Bruno Michel.

 Three competitors per 
team will make up a 15-
car grid, with the inaugural 
2023 season consisting of 
seven events with three 
races spread across each 
weekend. The calendar will 
be announced in due course, 
and is likely to include one 
F1 event weekend. There will 
also be 15 days of official 
testing throughout the year.

“Everyone should have the 
opportunity to follow their 
dreams and achieve their 
potential and Formula 1 
wants to ensure we are doing 
everything we can to create 
greater diversity and routes 
into this incredible sport,” said 
F1 CEO Stefano Domenicali. 

“That is why I am delighted 
to announce the F1 Academy 
that will give young female 
drivers the best chance 
to fulfil their ambitions 
through a comprehensive 
programme that supports 
their racing careers and 
gives them everything they 
need to move into F3 and 
hopefully to F2 and then the 
pinnacle of Formula 1. The 
more opportunity there is the 
better and this is designed to 
provide another route for the 
drivers to succeed.”

The series will receive direct 

support from F1, who will 
subsidise each car with a 
budget of €150,000 (€2.25m 
in total), while the drivers will 
also cover the same amount. 
F1 says that it “represents a 
fraction of the usual costs 
in a comparable series”. 
The teams will cover the 
remainder of the budget.

The aim of the series is 
to allow female drivers 
to gain racing experience 
before progressing to higher 
categories such as W Series, 
F3 or F2.

Schumacher insists 
F1 isn’t over for him

F1 Academy will 
launch in 2023 



 

TOP        SHOT
Sebastian Vettel’s final moments 

inside an F1 car



ABU DHABI
2022 FIA FORMULA 2 CHAMPIONSHIP



SPRINT RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

Liam Lawson prevailed at 
the Sprint Race in Abu Dhabi, 
taking his fourth victory of the 
2022 Formula 2 campaign.

Lawson started the race from 
second place, and couldn’t 
get the better of Richard 
Verschoor off the line and into 
Turn 1. However, the race was 
then halted for some time 
after Jehan Daruvala and Enzo 
Fittipaldi collided at Turn 3, 
with both getting pitched into 
the barriers.

A lengthy delay was carried 
out while trackside marshals 
repaired the barriers.

When Race Control called for 
the restart, they stated that it 
should be a rolling start behind 
the Safety Car, rather than 
another standing start.

That eased the pressure off 
Verschoor at the restart, but for 
several laps, he was hounded 
by Lawson. On lap 10, the Kiwi 
moved ahead of Verschoor for 
the lead and from there, he 
stretched out his advantage to 
the chequered flag.

“The guys did a great job 
with the car, but for the first 
part of the race it was tough 
to overtake,” Lawson said. 

Race red flagged after opening lap 
shunt

Lawson overtakes Verschoor for 
victory

Drugovich completes late charge 
onto the podium

Cordeel takes best result in fifth

“Honestly, even when I got 
DRS eventually ‘cause I think it 
didn't work for the first couple 
laps. When I got it, it still was 
quite an effort you know to 
get close and the move I made 
actually was just on braking. It 
wasn't wasn't from a massive 
run or anything like that from 
halfway down the straight. So 
yeah, really, really happy with 
the race, obviously looking to 
try and replicate something 
similar tomorrow.”

Verschoor was unchallenged 
for second place, while Felipe 
Drugovich, who wrapped up 
the title in Monza, finished in 
third.

Drugovich overtook Amaury 
Cordeel in the final laps for 
the position, with the Van 
Amersfoort Racing driver 
falling into the clutches of rival 
drivers on the last lap, and was 
overtaken by Dennis Hauger.

Cordeel was fifth, with Logan 
Sargeant sixth. Sargeant is 
hoping to end the weekend 
with enough to secure a Super 
Licence that will allow him 
to race in F1 next year with 
Williams.

Jack Doohan was seventh, 
ahead of Roy Nissany who will 
start Sunday’s Feature Race 
from the front row.

Ninth across the line was 
Theo Pourchaire, while Marcus 

Armstrong rounded out the top 
10.

Ayumu Iwasa, who will start 
Sunday's Feature Race from 
pole position, tumbled down 
the order during the race in 
what was a difficult afternoon 
for the Japanese driver.

Lawson prevails for fourth time in 2022 
at Abu Dhabi Sprint Race

(Bottom) Lawson has taken to 
the top step of the podium four 

times this year

SPRINT RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Liam Lawson Carlin 1:11:53.868

2 Richard Verschoor Trident 7.943

3 Felipe Drugovich MP Motorsport 8.803

4 Dennis Hauger PREMA Racing 14.937

5 Amaury Cordeel Van Amersfoort Racing 15.449

6 Logan Sargeant Carlin 15.938

7 Jack Doohan Virtuosi Racing 16.501

8 Roy Nissany DAMS 17.313

9 Theo Pourchaire ART Grand Prix 17.579

10 Marcus Armstrong Hitech Grand Prix 17.968

WINNER
LIAM LAWSON



FEATURE RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

Ayumu Iwasa won the final 
Feature Race of the 2022 sea-
son in a race which saw MP 
Motorsport secure the teams’ 
championship as well as Logan 
Sargeant gaining enough Su-
per License points for his pro-
motion to the Williams F1 Team 
in 2023.

Felipe Drugovich finished in 
second place after some late 
pressure on the leading Iwasa 
with Liam Lawson completing 
a double podium in third place.

When the five lights fell to 
mark the start of the race, Iwa-
sa led a clean start from his 

team-mate Roy Nissany. The 
2022 champion Drugovich had 
a good start, jumping up to 
third place.

The Virtual Safety Car was 
thrown at the end of the first 
lap for Ralph Boschung who 
found himself stranded in sec-
tor three after some contact 
at the end of the second DRS 
straight.

When the VSC ended a lap 
later, Théo Pourchaire made 
the most of the restart to take 
fourth place from PREMA’s 
Dennis Hauger. 

Iwasa fends off Drugovich for the 
win

Lawson takes third to cap off 
strong weekend

Doohan suffers heartbreak retire-
ment

Sargeant secures Super Licence to 
race in F1 next year

A scary moment for Drugo-
vich saw him nearly career 
into the back of Iwasa’s DAMS 
car at the end of the first DRS 
straight which in turn gave 
Lawson an opportunity to pass. 
The attempt was successfully 
defended by the Brazilian.

Pourchaire got past Hauger at 
the third time of asking after 
the Danish driver went wide at 
turn nine, opening the door for 
the Frenchman. After leading 
the race since the first round 
of pit stops, Doohan finally 
crawled into the pits on lap 26 
for a set of softs.

Unfortunately, on his return 
to the track, his front-left tyre 
came off the Virtuosi Racing 
car, forcing the Australian to 
retire. A Virtual Safety Car was 
deployed for the second time in 
the race to recover the stricken 
tyre from the circuit.

After a frustrating first 30 laps 
behind the rear wing of Nissa-
ny, Sargeant finally got past 
the Israeli as his future in For-
mula 1 with Williams in 2023 
was in the bag. There was 
more heartbreak for Pourchaire 
this season as he slowed down 
and pulled up with just a few 
laps remaining.

Drugovich put Iwasa under im-
mense pressure in the closing 
laps and nearly overtook him 
a few times on the outside of 
turn nine but due to the hard 

but fair defending from the 
Japanese driver, there was no 
hope for the Brazilian.

Iwasa fends off champion Drugovich for 
victory

(Bottom) It was a strong 
weekend for Red Bull-backed 

drivers

FEATURE RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Ayumu Iwasa DAMS 57:02.908

2 Felipe Drugovich MP Motorsport 0.830

3 Liam Lawson Carlin 1.348

4 Dennis Hauger PREMA Racing 13.440

5 Logan Sargeant Carlin 14.064

6 Amaury Cordeel Van Amersfoort Racing 15.719

7 Richard Verschoor Trident 18.162

8 Juri Vips Hitech Grand Prix 20.279

9 Marcus Armstrong Hitech Grand Prix 20.684

10 Roy Nissany DAMS 22.181

WINNER
AYUMU IWASA



 

TOP        SHOT
Sebastian Vettel is greeted by his 

fellow F1 drivers ahead of his 
final race
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BRISCOE CASTS DOUBT ON GLICK-
ENHAUS RACING IN WEC IN 2023 

TANDY AND MAKOWIECKI ANNOUNCED AS 
FINAL TWO PORSCHE 963 FACTORY DRIVERS

Nick Tandy and Frederic 
Makowiecki have been 
confirmed as Porsche Penske 
Motorsport’s final two drivers 
for the dual championship 
963 LMDh campaign in 2023.

Porsche Penske Motorsport 
will race two cars each in the 
IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship, and the FIA 
World Endurance class. The 
new 963 car, based on the 
LMDh ruleset, will race in the 
new GTP class for the former, 
and the Hypercar class for the 
latter.

Nick Tandy has most recently 
been racing for Corvette in 
the WEC, in a Corvette C8.R 
alongside teammate Tommy 
Milner. However, he was 
not included in Corvette’s 
plans for next year and has 
now been announced to be 
returning to Porsche, with 

whom he won Le Mans overall 
in 2015 and raced in LMP1 in 
2017 for the full WEC season.

Makowiecki, meanwhile, has 
been a Porsche factory driver 
for many years and was 
one of the first to test the 
new 963 at the very start of 
this year. He has now been 
rewarded with a seat in the 
top class car.

Both join Porsche’s already-
announced eight drivers for 
the programme: Felipe Nasr, 
Dane Cameron, Laurens 
Vanthoor, Kevin Estre, Michael 
Christensen, Matt Campbell, 
Mathieu Jaminet, and Andre 
Lotterer.

Where each driver will race 
will be revealed at Porsche’s 
“Night of Champions” event 
next month.

“I couldn’t be happier or 
more excited to join Porsche 
Penske Motorsport for 2023 
and feel honoured to race 
the 963 and be back in the 
top-classes once again,” 
Tandy said. “When I heard the 
names Porsche Motorsport 
and Team Penske together, 
it didn’t take long once the 
discussion started to make a 
decision. 

Makowiecki, meanwhile, 
said: “I’m extremely proud 
to compete for the Porsche 
Penske Motorsport team next 
season. I was involved in the 
development of the Porsche 
963 from day one, so I’ve 
experienced firsthand the 
huge advances that we’ve 
made over the past few 
months.”

The Glickenhaus Hypercar 
programme in the FIA World 
Endurance Championship may 
be in doubt next year, according 
to an Instagram post by driver 
Ryan Briscoe.

Briscoe was at Sebring, driving 
the car he raced this year in the 
WEC. He was working with the 
car’s owner, Jason McCarthy. 
Although McCarthy owns the 
car, it is operated and run by the 
Glickenhaus team, which itself 
is run by Podium Advanced 
Technologies, with support from 
famed sportscar team Joest 
Racing, who formerly ran Audi’s 
programme for many years.

Briscoe said in his Instagram 
post: “Felt awesome to be 
turning laps in this beast over 
the weekend! It felt really strong 
and will be a shame for it to not 
compete next year! Lucky for 
the others I suppose.”

It’s unclear whether the 
Australian means just the car 
he drove — #709 — likely won’t 
compete in WEC next year, or 
the Glickenhaus programme as 
a whole, with the car owned by 

the team, the #708. The #709 
only competed at Le Mans in 
2022, with the #708 racing 
at Sebring, Spa, Le Mans, and 
Monza. Either way, it casts 
considerable doubt on the fan 
favourite team, led by American 
Jim Glickenhaus, seldom seen 
without his cowboy hat.

Glickenhaus last raced in WEC 
at Monza in July, with the #708 
Glickenhaus 007 LMH, where 
they were looking good for 
a maiden win until the car’s 
turbo failed mid-way into the 
6 hour race. It didn’t race at 
Fuji, and while Jim Glickenhaus 
left the door open to race at 
Bahrain when he spoke to 
MotorsportWeek.com, the team 
elected not to in the end. 

If the team does decide to race 
in WEC next year, it will go up 
against increased competition 
from Ferrari, Porsche and 
Cadillac, in addition to Toyota 
and Peugeot. Motorsport 
Monday has requested further 
information from the team.

Briscoe raced the #709 Glickenhaus to a podium finish at Le Mans this year

Tandy and Makowiecki may be 
in the Porsche 963 at Daytona



WALKENHORST'S ADAC GT MASTERS 
PLAN PUTS DTM IN QUESTION

Walkenhorst Motorsport will 
enter the ADAC GT Masters 
next year, putting its DTM 
operations into peril.

The German team, which this 
year ran two BMW M4 GT3s 
in the DTM series for Marco 
Wittmann and Esteban Muth, 
has raced in the premier 
German championship for two 
years. However, with the team 
confirming it will enter ADAC GT 
Masters, DTM’s long time rival 
championship, this puts its DTM 
operation into question.

In addition to the cars for 
Wittmann and Muth, it also 
added a guest car for Theo 
Oeverhaus at the Nurburgring.

Team manager Niclas 
Königbauer said: “The whole 
team is looking forward to the 
challenge as a newbie in the 
series and to the cooperation 
with the ADAC.”

While this would point to 
the BMW team leaving DTM, 
reports have emerged that the 

team could well leave DTM for 
ADAC GT Masters.

While Wittmann finished fourth 
in 2021 in Walkenhorst’s first 
year in DTM, with four podiums 
and two wins at Zolder and 
Assen, they endured a more 
challenging sophomore year in 
2022, with Wittmann finishing 
eighth in the championship, 
with three podiums, including 
a win at the last race of the 
season at Hockenheim.

Muth, meanwhile, didn’t score 
any points in his first year 
with the team, and his car was 
withdrawn for the final two 
rounds of the year at Red Bull 
Ring and Hockenheim. 

Drivers and liveries for the 2023 
ADAC GT Masters campaign are 
still being decided, the team 
says, and will be announced at 
a later date.

2023'S LE MANS GARAGE 56 NASCAR ENTRY 
BEGINS TESTING 

The 2023 24 Hours of Le Mans 
Garage 56 entry, a Chevrolet 
NASCAR, has been testing 
at Virginia International 
Raceway. The Chevrolet 
Camaro ZL1 test car, built by 
top NASCAR team Hendrick 
Motorsports, ran on Monday 
last week. However, this isn’t 
the first time it’s hit the track, 
with NASCAR also revealing a 
car run by IMSA team Action 
Express tested at Road 
Atlanta on 29-30th August.

Garage 56, otherwise called 
the “innovative car”, is a place 
for specially-selected and 
invited entries to compete at 
the French endurance classic. 
An innovative car was last 
seen in 2021, with the SRT41 
entry for paraplegic racers 
Takuma Aoki and Nigel Bailly, 
finishing 32nd, 37 laps off the 
winning Toyota.

2010 24 Hours of Le Mans 
winner Mike Rockenfeller 
drove the NASCAR Garage 56 
entry at Virginia International 
Raceway. Rockenfeller is 
assisting the team with the 
substantial modifications 
being made to the Camaro 
ZL1, including updates to the 
engine, chassis, suspension, 
and the addition of side view 
mirrors, obviously a necessity 
in multiclass racing.

“It’s definitely a big step. I 
mean, we have… where do I 
start?” Rockenfeller said. “We 
have less weight, we have a 
bit more downforce. Tires are 
the same, because we did 
[initial] tyre testing in Atlanta, 
so similar-ish. Power is a bit 
different, so we increased a 
little bit there as well in that 
area. Now we have paddle-

shift, we have traction control 
in, we have a new dash. I 
mean, everything is different, 
basically. So we are pretty 
close to what we think will be 
the race car in Le Mans. But 
of course, it’s still a very long 
way to go.

“We will improve in pace and 
reliability, definitely. So I would 
say that’s the difference. 
Between the current Cup car, 
and this test car, again, it’s 
pretty similar, I would say, its 
weight, its power, its tire grip 
– it’s just a lot faster. I mean, 
to give you a figure, around 
here, I think we are around 10 
seconds faster than what I did 
in a Cup car, so it’s quite a lot 
faster.”

The NASCAR has seen updates to 
many areas to ready it for Le Mans

Wittmann won the final DTM 
race of 2022 at Hockenheim



Ask Carla
By Claire Millins

Dear Carla,

I just can’t believe it! Of all the selfish, arrogant, petty stunts, THAT has to take the 

biscuit. After all the times I’ve helped him over the last 2 years. 

I’ve sacrificed my races to help him get that number one, and if he has two cham-

pionships it’s down to me! He’s already won this year, and we’ve already got the 

Constructors’ sewn up, letting me 

past would have cost him nothing.  

But no, despite being asked many 

times, he just maintained radio 
silence until the race was over, 
then said that he’d already said he 

wouldn’t so not to ask him again.

So much for teamwork, eh? Those 

extra points would have seen me 

going into the final race ahead of 

Leclerc. For sure, there would still 

have been the race to win, but at 

least I would have had a small lead. 

If that wasn’t enough, someone also leaked the ridiculous notion that I had 

crashed on purpose in qualifying at Monaco to deny my teammate pole, despite 

him already leading the championship at that point. I mean, I wouldn’t do that 

anyway. Why would I? What would I have to gain?

What a guy! Just shows what he’s truly like I guess! Tell you what though, gloves 

are off next year. No more bending over backwards to help him out, It’s every 

man for himself! I’m sorry, I just feel, well, a bit upset!

Can you help?

Checo

There is no ‘i’ in team

Oh my dear Checo,

I feel for you, I really do. That must have felt like a real punch in the gut. You play the 
team game, and then when it’s all done and dusted and you need a favour to clinch 
2nd place, you feel cast aside like a used dishcloth.

It’s when the chips are down that you find out who really has your back, and who 
doesn’t. And sometimes those who don’t are the ones you least expect.

I think there are two pieces of advice I can give you.

Firstly, whatever happened, you need to work with your teammate. Just because they 
may not realise there’s no ‘i’ in team, doesn’t mean you need to take the same stance. 
It may seem unfair, but by rising above it all, you are the bigger person. 

Now you may think that this sets you up as a doormat, someone who will just do as 
they are told, but it doesn’t. It shows that while you are still a competitive racer with 
your own ambitions, you also know the value of working together as a team, and this 
will bring you respect from all sides. And when the chips are down, by being known as 
a team player holds you in much better stead than someone who only thinks of them-
selves and that the world revolves around them.

Secondly, yes, it is every man for himself. And I wholeheartedly suggest you go after 
what you want. After all, what are dreams if we don’t pursue them? However, we must 
never give in to the ‘win at any cost’ mentality. Nothing is worth sacrificing your integ-
rity for.

By the time you read this, the current season will be over, so you’ve got the winter to 
rest and reset and come back pumped and fired up for 2023.

Hope this helps,

Much love
Aunty Carla
Xx



 

TOP        SHOT
The 2022 Red Bull F1 squad, one of 

the most dominant teams in 
the sport’s history
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CUSICK AND DRR JOIN FORCES 
FOR 2023 INDY 500 BID 

ED CARPENTER RACING HIRES PIERSON TO 
NEW DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

Ed Carpenter Racing has 
launched a new driver 
development program to 
help bring young talent into 
its IndyCar stable, and it has 
already hired its first young 
driver. Josh Pierson, 16, is the 
first driver to be part of the 
new program, and will be 
mentored by team owner Ed 
Carpenter as he races in the 
final rung of the feeder series 
ladder Indy NXT for the next 
two seasons.

The stated goal of the 
program is to have Pierson 
ready to race for ECR in 
IndyCar for the 2025 season, 
giving the team solid driver 
options well into the future. 
As part of his development, 
the team will give the 
Oregon-native test runs in an 

Indy car starting as soon as 
next season.

“I have truly enjoyed getting 
to know Josh Pierson and 
his family,” said team owner 
Ed Carpenter. “For such a 
young man, he has already 
accomplished so much in his 
racing career. I am confident 
with the plan that we have 
in place that he will develop 
into a complete racing driver. 
We very much look forward 
to working with him as we 
finalize his path to the NTT 
IndyCar Series starting in 
2025.”

Pierson raced in USF2000, 
the lowest rung of IndyCar’s 
feeder series, in 2020 and 
2021. He ended his time in 
the series by finishing fourth 

in the championship while 
competing with Pabst Racing. 
He then spent last season 
racing LMP2 cars in IMSA and 
WEC, becoming the youngest-
ever winner by logging a class 
victory at the 1000 miles of 
Sebring.

For next season, Pierson has 
used his talents to secure 
a ride with the formidably-
large HMD Motorsports team 
in Indy NXT, and got his first 
taste of the cars in the series’ 
open test last month. He will 
have the advantage of being 
coached by HMD and ECR as 
he contests a partial season 
next year, followed by a full 
Indy NXT championship run in 
2024.

Cusick Motorsports has teamed 
up with Dreyer and Reinbold 
Racing to field a joint entry in 
next year’s Indianapolis 500, the 
teams have announced. Stefan 
Wilson will be the driver of the 
combined entry, continuing his 
relationship with Cusick and 
returning for his fifth Indy 500 in 
the #24 car.

Cusick Motorsports was 
founded in 2021 and has run the 
past two Indy 500s, and DRR 
has had continuous IndyCar 
experience since first entering 
the series in 2000. Cusick 
teamed up with Dragonspeed 
for the race last year, but has 
found a new partner with an 
established crew that has 
fielded 45 cars over the years.

“As soon as the chequered flag 
fell on the Indy 500 this year, 
we set out to find the best 
possible partner for the future,” 
said Don Cusick, Founder and 
CEO of Cusick Motorsports. “We 
have immense respect for what 
Dreyer & Reinbold Racing have 
done both on and off track over 
the years and quickly identified 

them as our ideal partner for 
this endeavor. We couldn’t be 
happier to partner with Dreyer 
& Reinbold Racing, along with 
several long-standing and new 
partners.”

The entry already has a 
host of partners established 
for the effort, including a 
primary sponsorship deal 
with transportation provider 
CareKeepers. The primary 
sponsor of Cusick’s entry last 
season, Gnarly Jerky, continues 
as one of the car’s multiple 
smaller sponsors as well.

Wilson started in the 33rd and 
final position in last year’s Indy 
500 and finished 27th. His best 
result to date came during the 
2018 running of the race, where 
he finished in the top half of the 
field in 15th. The first time the 
new entry will be on track will 
be for the IndyCar’s open test 
session on April 20, with the 
107th running of the race taking 
place on May 28.

Ilott will have a team-mate to help him earn better results in 2023

Pierson will race in Indy NXT 
for the next two seasons



STAR-STUDDED MUSICAL ACTS RE-
VEALED FOR 2023 IOWA INDYCAR EVENT 

Iowa Speedway has unveiled 
four musical artists that will 
accompany IndyCar’s double-
header race weekend at the 
track next year, and they are 
some of the biggest names 
in the country and pop music 
scene. Carrie Underwood 
will take to the mobile stage 
on the front stretch before 
Saturday’s race, with Kenny 
Chesney entertaining fans after 
the checkered flags fly. The 
following day will see the three-
time Grammy Award-winning 
group Zac Brown Band perform, 
and the weekend will be topped 
off with a performance by Ed 
Sheeran.

The two IndyCar races are 
scheduled to take place on the 
22 and 23 of July, and grocery 
store chain Hy-Vee is once again 
doing much of the promotion 
for the entertainment-filled 
weekend. No add-ons are 
needed to the standard ticket 
in order to attend the concerts, 
and all fans who have access 
to the grandstands will have a 
great view of the stage.

“When we first agreed to hold 
the event in Newton (Iowa), we 
knew we wanted to make it the 
best and biggest event on the 
NTT IndyCar Series schedule,” 
said Randy Edeker, Hy-Vee’s 
Chairman of the Board and 
Executive Director. “We made 
the weekend quite the spectacle 
in 2022; however, we knew 
we could top our efforts when 
planning for 2023, and I think 
our lineup of concerts shows 
just that. This is an event you 
won’t want to miss.”

In 2022, Iowa Speedway 
hosted a similar format of two 
races surrounded by headline 
concerts on both days. Tim 
McGraw, Florida Georgia Line, 
Gwen Stefani, Blake Shelton 
all performed, and there was 
high praise from fans for the 
entertaining weekend. Over 
the three-day race weekend, 
80,000 fans packed into the 
stands of the 7/8-mile oval, 
setting attendance records 
and showing how a focus on 
accompanying entertainment 
can help to bring people out to 
the track.

DRR SEEKING 'RIGHT FIT' FOR POSSIBLE 
SECOND INDY 500 ENTRY 

Dreyer and Reinbold Racing 
announced last week that 
it will be teaming up with 
Cusick Motorsports to field an 
Indianapolis 500 entry next 
season with Stefan Wilson 
behind the wheel. There may 
be two DRR cars in the 33-car 
lineup for 2023, however, as 
team owner Dennis Reinbold 
revealed that he is actively 
searching for the right driver 
to fill the seat of a potential 
second entry.

Reinbold’s team still has two 
Dallara chassis in its garage, 
having fielded two cars in 
four of the past five Indy 
500 events. But Reinbold is 
not yet willing to commit to 
fielding a second car, and will 
only do so if he finds a driver 
that is the right fit for his 
team. When asked if he would 
be interested in hiring a driver 

from NASCAR that showed 
interest, such as Kyle Busch 
has, he did not rule out that 
possibility.

“The only way I can answer 
that question right now 
is to say that we talk to 
everybody,” said Reinbold. 
“We’ve gathered a lot of 
information and haven’t 
made a decision. Like I said 
earlier, it’s got to be the right 
fit, and I don’t know who it 
will be or if we’ll do it or not. 
At this point in time we plan 
to run two cars, but if it’s not 
the right fit, we won’t.

“We’re being very selective, to 
be honest with you, because 
we’re not in a huge hurry 
to do that. We’re already 
prepping both cars to be 
ready no matter what for May, 
and we’ve been doing that 

really since the checkered 
flag fell last May. We would 
rather [come to an agreement 
with a driver] sooner rather 
than later, but a lot of things 
have to play out. In a lot of 
ways we’re waiting for some 
of the dominoes to fall, but 
we also have planned on 
controlling our own destiny, 
so we’re doing that.”

Santino Ferrucci and Sage Karam drove 
DRR’s two cars in the most recent Indy 500

Iowa’s grandstands provide excellent 
views of the entertainment stage



 

TOP        SHOT
The top three finishers line 

up after completing their 
donoughts
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BREEN AND M-SPORT FORD 
PART WAYS FOR 2023 

TOYOTA GAZOO RACING UNVEILS THEIR 2023 
LINE-UP 

Takamoto Katsuta has been 
moved to the main Toyota 
Gazoo Racing team as part of 
an otherwise unchanged line-
up for the 2023 World Rally 
Championship season.

Katsuta has been part of 
Toyota’s WRC Challenge 
program with the Japanese 
competing under the Toyota 
Gazoo Racing Next Generation 
banner in a factory Yaris. 
After a strong and consistent 
year which involved three 
podiums and a top-five 
championship finish, Katsuta 
will now be alternating drives 
with Sebastien Ogier as he 
undertakes another part-time 
campaign in 2023. 

Ogier hasn’t confirmed the 
rounds at which he will appear, 
however at the rounds he 

does, Katsuta will be driving 
an identical Yaris outside of 
the team so won’t be eligible 
to score manufacturers’ points. 
Katsuta’s promotion also 
means that Esapekka Lappi 
will no longer be part of the 
Toyota squad despite scoring 
three podiums in seven events.

Elfyn Evans and 2022 Drivers’ 
Champion, Kalle Rovanpera 
return for 2023 with the team.  

Team Principal, Jari-Matti 
Latvala commented: “It’s very 
nice to welcome Takamoto into 
our main line-up to share a 
car with Sébastien while also 
still gaining the experience 
of a full season,” continuing: 
“We believe the time is right 
for him to make this step: In 
2022 he was the WRC’s most 
consistent scorer so we are 

confident he can bring good 
points for the team.”

Talking about the targets for 
next season, he said: “As a 
team we have enjoyed an 
extremely good season in 
2022. To win all three titles 
for the third year in a row will 
be a big challenge but that 
is certainly our target next 
season, and we need to keep 
working together to achieve it.”

M Sport have decided to 
release Craig Breen from his 
contract for 2023 after a spate 
of inconsistent performances 
throughout the season.

Breen, who initially ran for M 
Sport on a part time basis, was 
chosen to lead the M Sport line 
up for 2022 and beyond and 
produced podium Performances 
at Monte Carlo and Italy. 
However, six incidents in the 13 
rallies have meant that M-Sport 
have lost confidence in Breen to 
lead the line and have decided 
to relinquish the driver a year 
early. 

Breen said: “I want to extend a 
big thank you to M-Sport and 
the whole team for everything 
they’ve done for me this year, it 
has been an important season 
as my first full-time drive and 
to complete that in a Puma has 
been fantastic.”

M Sport Ford Team principle, 
Richard Millener, has 
commented that it will be 
looking for a new approach 
going forward.

Craig is a very talented driver 
and I have no doubt that he 
has more yet to achieve in 
his career,” he explained. “But 
the team feel we need a new 
approach for 2023.
“We wish Craig and James the 
very best of luck for the future, 
and we now turn our attentions 
towards next season and 
securing a competitive line-up 
for the Puma Hybrid Rally1.”

Breen will not be part of the M-Sport Ford squad for next season

Katsuta is rewarded with a 
promotion to the main Toyota line-up



Toyota are open to renting 
out a Fourth Yaris for the 
2023 season

Julien Moncet said he 
was proud of Hyundai’s 
turnaround of its season but 
wants to take the next step

The FIA launched an 
investigation into the 
Rally Japan organisers and 
declared them negligent 
after a member of the public 
drove onto a live rally stage 
in the opposite direction to 
competitors.

NEWS BITES LINDHOLM EXPRESSES JOY 
AND RELIEF ABOUT WRC2 
TITLE 

Emil Lindholm was crowned the 
2022 WRC2 champion at the 
final round in Japan after going 
into the event level on points 
with Kajetan Kajetanwicz.

The Finn was prepared for a 
showdown through the hills 
of Aichi, but the forthcoming 
fight didn’t materialise as 
Kajetanwicz crashed heavily on 
the Friday morning loop. This 
meant Lindholm just had the 
job of finishing in the top five 
to guarantee the title, which 
he did as he finished in the 
top three after deciding on a 
cautious approach on the final 
day of the rally.

At the finish, Lindholm said: 
“It’s a mix of joy and relief… To 
achieve this - it’s incredible. I 
really want to thank the team 
- everyone, the supporters, 
and sponsors for making this 
possible. It’s been long and not 
always easy, but here we are. It 
was worth it.” 

The Skoda driver didn’t get 
off to the best of starts earlier 

in the season, crashing out 
of Rally Sweden meant that 
he had to regain ground 
immediately which happened 
with back-to-back podiums in 
Croatia and Estonia. Lindholm 
then won twice at Finland and 
Greece and finished the season 
off with a fourth in Spain before 
his drive in Japan.

“I’ve made my fair share of 
mistakes and I’ve also learned 
from them. It’s not always 
been easy - but now it’s going 
our way, and let’s hope this 
continues for the future as 
well.”

HYUNDAI UNVEILS STRONG NEW LINE-UP 
FOR 2023 

Esapekka Lappi and Craig 
Breen will move to the 
Hyundai Motorsport squad 
for the 2023 Word Rally 
Championship season with 
the latter driving on a part-
time basis.

Esapekka Lappi formed part 
of Toyota’s part-time duo 
as the Finn shared a car 
with eight-time World Rally 
Champion Sebastien Ogier, 
however with the Japanese 
marque promoting Katsuta 
and Lappi wanting a full-
time drive, Lappi has made 
the move to Hyundai. Having 
also previously been a driver 
for M-Sport Ford, Lappi now 
has the distinction of having 
driven for all three of the 
series leading manufacturers.

Craig Breen has re-signed to 
Hyundai following his stint 
with M-Sport, the Irishman 
will be on a ride sharing 
arrangement with Dani 
Sordo having had a similar 
arrangement in his previous 
stint with the team from 
2019-2021. 

Lappi and Breen take up the 
spots that were left vacated 
by Ott Tanak and Oliver 
Solberg. Tanak parted ways 
with Hyundai at the close 
of the season for personal 
reasons, whereas Solberg 
was dropped by the team due 
to poor results.

Thierry Neuville will continue 
to lead the squad on a full-
time campaign, looking 
to take the Driver’s crown 

away from Rovanpera. While 
the line-up is sorted, which 
rounds Sordo and Breen are 
to compete in have yet to be 
determined.

Hyundai Motorsport Team 
Principal, Julien Moncet, 
hopes that the experienced 
line-up can return the squad 
to the top: “We are pleased 
to confirm our complete 
driver line-up for the 2023 
WRC season with a three-car 
line-up and four experienced 
crews,” Moncet said. “With 
these four crews, we have a 
competitive and experienced 
combination of talent, which 
will underpin the teamwork 
ethos and mentality within 
our entire organisation.”

Lappi and Breen make the 
Hyundai switch for 2023

Lindholm expresses 
relief at WRC2 title win



 

TOP        SHOT
Fernando Alonso is welcomed to 

the Alpine garage for the final 
time
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MILLER 'ADAPTED EASIER 
THAN EXPECTED' TO KTM 

FERNANDEZ SAYS HE MUST CHANGE STYLE 'A 
LOT' FOR MOTOGP 

Augusto Fernandez has 
conceded that he needs to 
make substantial changes to 
his riding style following his 
MotoGP debut in the post-
season Valencia test last week. 

Fernandez – who secured the 
Moto2 world championship 
with a run to second in last 
weekend’s Valencia Grand 
Prix – managed to capture the 
second berth at the Tech 3 
KTM – to be known as GasGas 
in 2023 – squad after it elected 
to part way with ’22 rookie 
duo Remy Gardner and Raul 
Fernandez. 

The Spaniard had his first 
taste of KTM’s RC16 machine 
at the Circuit Ricardo Tormo 
circuit last week, culminating 
in a total of 83 laps completed 
with a best lap of 1:31.730s, 

an effort good enough for 
22nd overall and just under 
a second adrift of Gardner’s 
Valencian GP qualifying time 
on the fastest of the Tech 3 
entries.   

“The running was good a 
helpful part of our learning 
process, we managed to do 
a great job building our base 
for next year,” explained 
Fernandez. “Of course there 
are a lot of things to work on, 
but I’m already looking forward 
to the next test. 

“I need to change (riding style) 
a lot (compared to Moto2), this 
is something I’ve realised as 
MotoGP has different things 
compared to Moto2, it was 
good to have Pol (Espargaro) 
on the other side of the garage 
so that I could compare all the 

data. I was comparing myself 
to him with all the laps I did 
and I need to change some 
things that I did in Moto2 that 
aren’t working here, but I’m 
looking forward to training 
in the winter to find this new 
style.” 

“It was amazing, there are 
a lot of emotions but it was 
really fun and I enjoyed every 
lap, I am super happy with 
day,” continued Fernandez. 
“Everything (was a surprise), 
the power was amazing, the 
first time I went onto the main 
straight and I opened the 
throttle was incredible. Every 
gear you pull there is more 
power, even in sixth gear you 
wheelie. The brakes were also 
amazing, as was how much 
you can trust the tyres, it was 
unbelievable.” 

Jack Miller says he “adapted 
easier than I expected” to KTM’s 
RC16 machine after the Aussie 
tested the bike for the first time 
in last week’s post-season test 
in Valencia. 

Miller will join the factory KTM 
squad for 2023 having been let 
go by the Ducati team he spent 
the last two campaigns with 
– across which he managed 
to win a total of three races – 
with the one-day test at the 
Circuit Ricardo Tormo giving 
him a chance to sample his new 
steed ahead of the longer pre-
season outings in Malaysia and 
Portimao early next year. 

He ended the day 17th on the 
timesheets 0.755s adrift of Luca 
Marini’s benchmark having 
completed a total of 70 laps, 
his best time of 1:30.787s just 
under a second away from 
his qualifying effort for the 
preceding weekend’s Valencia 
Grand Prix, though he conceded 
he was unable to complete a 
proper qualifying run due to a 
lack of new tyres. 

“It was a lot of fun, the weather 
was fantastic for testing today,” 
explained Miller. “The wind 
picked up a bit but we could 
get out on track quite early and 
ride right until the end of the 
session putting in a lot of laps, I 
had fun. 

“I adapted easier than I 
expected, after being on 
another bike so such a 
significant amount of time I 
felt pretty comfortable off the 
get-go and just played around 
with it for the rest of the day. 
“I felt relative comfortable 
by the end of the day, I was 
happy with how we finished up. 
Unfortunately we couldn’t do a 
time attack, my best time was 
on a medium (compound tyre) 
and the soft we had to do a 
lot of work with so we weren’t 
able to post a time in anger, but 
nonetheless I’m happy with the 
result.” 



PARTINGSHOT
Sebastian Vettel held a track run with members 

of the paddock during his final race weekend as a 
Formula 1 driver
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