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Has Herta earned 
the right to enter 
F1?

START YOUR ENGINES

The Formula 1 driver 
market in 2022 has 
been particularly wild, 
even for F1’s often 

chaotic standards. It was all 
kicked into gear when Sebastian 
Vettel announced that he would 
be leaving Aston Martin at the 
end of the year, off to enjoy life 
in retirement.

That snowball effect, together 
with the demise of Danny 
Ricciardo’s place at 
McLaren, has created a 
situation whereby Colton 
Herta, a star of the IndyCar 
field, is being considered 
as a serious contender to 
move into the pinnacle of 
motorsport.

Fernando Alonso’s Alpine 
departure bound for Aston 
Martin surprised almost 
everyone, and his seat at the 
French manufacturer has now 
been heavily linked with Pierre 
Gasly. Should that “transfer” 
occur, it now seems likely that 
Red Bull’s racing consultant, Dr 
Helmet Marko, would be keen 
to ship Herta into Scuderia 

AlphaTauri. It would see the 
young American move from the 
NTT IndyCar Series and into the 
Faenza based team for the 2023 
F1 season.

Herta’s presence on the grid 
would come at a perfect time 
for Formula 1. Born in California, 
he would become the first 
American driver in the series 
since Alexander Rossi in 2015 
– a number of years prior to 

the sport’s current boom in the 
United States.

Herta would have the luxury of 
having three home Formula 1 
races next year, with the sport 
visiting Miami, Austin and Las 
Vegas throughout the 2023 
campaign. He would be an 
obvious target for US fans to 
get behind and support, and 
add another reason to buy the 

tickets to go and watch an F1 
grand prix.

Aside from his marketability, 
Herta’s aggressive driving style 
would make him very exciting 
to watch. Pitched against an 
entirely new set of racers and 
dropped into a brand new type of 
race car, analysing his transition 
from IndyCar to Formula 1 would 
be fascinating and should it 
be successful, it would make 

for one of the finest 
storylines to emerge from 
motorsport’s premier 
series for some time.

Anyone who has 
watched the NTT IndyCar 
Series in recent years 

would understand why Herta 
is attracting the attention of 
Formula 1 bosses, as his raw 
speed, aggressive nature 
and lack of fear to push the 
boundaries of what his car can 
handle would likely make him 
no pushover on the F1 grid.

Prior to his links with AlphaTauri, 
he was signed to McLaren as a 
development driver and carried 

He would be an obvious 
target for US fans to get 

behind and support

Colton Herta has been 
heavily linked with a 

2023 F1 drive



out a test at Portimao earlier this 
year (which supposedly all went 
quite well). And he may not just 
be an in-and-out option for the 
Red Bull camp, with team boss 
Christian Horner admitting that 
he could be a long-term suitor 
for the team.

“I think he’s an 
exciting talent,” 
Horner said. 
“He’s a young 
American, a 
guy that’s been 
a standout 
talent in the 
US so it’ll be 
very interesting to see how he 
performs in Formula 1. Formula 
1 obviously has got growing 
popularity in the US market 
at the moment and to have 
a successful US driver could 
be very interesting, could be 

interesting for us in the longer 
term. We’ve got contracts 
with our existing drivers. 
AlphaTauri and Toro Rosso 
have produced a great stable 
of drivers for us to draw upon 
whether it be Sebastian [Vettel] 
or Max [Verstappen] or Daniel 
[Ricciardo] over the years.”

But there exists 
the sticky issue 
of the FIA Super 
Licence, and 
a bewildering 
system that 

overwhelmingly 
fails to reward 

current IndyCar drivers. 
Although the champion will 
automatically acquire enough 
points to take a Super Licence, 
finishing further down the order, 
even just a little bit, will do little 
to benefit a driver’s future in 

Formula 1.

The system is purposely skewed 
to encourage drivers to enter 
the FIA Formula 3 and Formula 

2 categories – but it’s frankly 
an absurd that a competitive 
driver in IndyCar is considered 
less eligible than a junior driver 
in the F2/F3 competitions.

Motor racing is a political game 
as much as it is an entertainment 
source, and any resistance to 
grant Herta a Super Licence is 
proof of that. In just his third race 
in the IndyCar Series, he took 
a race victory [at Formula 1’s 
Circuit of the Americas in Austin, 
no less]. Although he was aided 
by some woes for Will Power, 
the assurance that the then-18-
year-old had behind the wheel 
convinced many watching that 
he was a star of the future.

Denying Herta the chance 

in Formula 1 on the basis of 
protecting the image of the 
FIA’s Formula 2 and Formula 
3 categories is shameful. 
Especially when, for a number 
of years now, reliability has 
hampered a number of drivers 
in the F2 category after they 
pay a hefty fee to compete in 
the series.

Formula 1, in theory, should 
have the best racing drivers in 
the world participating in it. But 
these drivers don’t necessarily 
have to come from its own 

feeder categories. The FIA 
(and F1) needs to tone down 
its entitlement and accept that 
Herta is not only a positive 
addition to the grid but also a 
breath of fresh air.

Herta tested for 
McLaren earlier this 

year

Analysing his 
transition from 

IndyCar to F1 would 
be fascinating

Herta has seven IndyCar 
wins to his name

START YOUR ENGINES

Herta became IndyCar’s 
youngest ever winner in 

2019
Rossi is the last US driver 

to race in F1



 

TOP        SHOT
There’s no mistaking who the 

fans are here to support



ITALIAN GP

Formula 1’s European season – and its triple header – con-
cluded with the annual pilgrimage to the Temple of Speed. The 
Autodromo Nazionale Monza celebrated its centenary in 2022 
and all eyes were on whether the passionate Tifosi would be 
rewarded with a Ferrari triumph – but first they’d have to halt 
the march of double-champion-in-waiting Max Verstappen… 

PHIL HORTON / F1 EDITOR

2022 FIA FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING
HIGHLIGHTS

The only element of certainty 
after qualifying at Monza 

was that Charles Leclerc was 
on pole position. Given the 
abundance of engine and 
gearbox penalties among the 
front-runners that much was 
assured after the opening runs, 
in which he held third position. 
Leclerc ultimately improved to 
claim pole position on merit, 
with a time of 1m 20.161s, to 
beat reigning champion Max 
Verstappen and prompt an 
eruption of noise from the 
grandstands. 

Verstappen wound up second, 
with Carlos Sainz third, but 
thanks to an array of grid 

penalties – with nine drivers 
taking a range of different 
sanctions – there was an 
embarrassing wait to work 
out who would start where, 
and why, with different people 
coming up with different 
explanations. Some team 
members had their drivers 
down in contradicting positions 
as questions were being asked 
around the paddock: ‘do you 
know the grid?’ It made a farce 
of the supposed pinnacle of 
motorsport. Eventually, four 
hours after Q3 concluded, 
a provisional grid dropped 
into place that still required 
explanation, and which didn’t 
align with anything in the 

Leclerc claims eighth pole of 2022 
season

Grid confusion blights aftermath 
amid penalties

McLaren ends up with row two 
sweep

De Vries stars in maiden qualifying

regulations. 

It left George Russell in 
second place, having originally 
qualified in sixth, with Lando 
Norris’ seventh converting into 
third, in front of McLaren team-
mate Daniel Ricciardo. Despite 
having their best times in Q3 
erased, leaving them at the 
foot of the order, Pierre Gasly 
and Fernando Alonso wound 
up fifth and sixth respectively, 
with Verstappen slotting into 
seventh place. 

In eighth on the grid was 
the star of qualifying: Nyck 
de Vries. The Dutchman was 
having coffee in the Paddock 
Club on Saturday morning 
when he received a call that 
Alexander Albon was sidelined 
by appendicitis. Having just 
FP3 under his belt, and his FP1 
outing with Aston Martin, de 
Vries performed well to beat 
team-mate Nicholas Latifi and 
make Q2, in which a faster 
time was possible had he not 
erroneously moved the brake 
bias rearwards that resulted 
in a massive twitch into the 
second chicane. De Vries 
qualified in 13th place but was 
shuffled forwards to eighth in 
the final reckoning.

Zhou Guanyu wound up ninth 
while Latifi grabbed a spot 

inside the top 10 amid the 
penalty chaos, despite the 
ignominy of being dumped 
out of Q1 and beaten by his 
debutant team-mate.

Aston Martin grabbed row 
six, Sebastian Vettel ahead of 
Lance Stroll, though neither 
made it past the opening 
segment as the AMR22’s 
one-lap pace continued to be 
exposed. Sergio Perez, who 
qualified fourth, slotted back 
into 13th once his sanction was 
applied, in front of Esteban 
Ocon, who had a five-place grid 
penalty but ended up being 
shuffled back just three spots.

Following Ocon came a trio 
of drivers who had 15-place 
grid penalties: Valtteri Bottas 
and the Haas drivers. Both 
Kevin Magnussen and Mick 
Schumacher took on fresh 
components at a circuit that did 
not suit the VF-22 at all – given 
the barn door sized rear wing 
on the car – while Bottas’ was 
down to pure reliability.

At the back were Sainz, Lewis 
Hamilton and Yuki Tsunoda. 
They all took sufficient 
components to mandate a 
back-of-the-grid start, though 
Tsunoda also had a 10-place 
sanction for picking up five 
reprimands, as well as a three-

Leclerc lights up Monza amid penalty 
confusion 

place drop for failing to slow for 
yellow flags in practice, not that 
either of those indiscretions 
made a difference. Again, as 
with the whole grid penalty 
system, that could do with a re-
think. 



RACE

HIGHLIGHTS
Ferrari’s fans kept up the 

chant. Throughout the pair 
of national anthems, as Mon-
za’s main straight turned a 
sea of red, they exclaimed 
Charles Leclerc’s name as they 
watched their man up on the 
podium. 

Unfortunately for them the an-
thems being played belonged 
to the Netherlands and Austria 
representing Max Verstappen 
and Red Bull Racing. Leclerc’s 
hopes evaporated once more 
as Verstappen steamrollered 
his way to a fifth successive 
victory, and 11th of the cam-
paign, in what will be his sec-
ond title-winning season. The 

coronation could come as early 
as Singapore, in three weeks’ 
time, though a crowning mo-
ment in Japan the following 
weekend appears more proba-
ble. 

Verstappen started only sev-
enth after an engine penalty 
but swiftly worked his way to 
fourth, facilitated by Lando 
Norris’ poor start, while by the 
time the second lap began he 
had already demoted Dan-
iel Ricciardo from the podium 
places. George Russell was 
easy picking and Leclerc honed 
closer into view – at which 
point Sebastian Vettel came 
to a halt due to a power unit 

Verstappen recovers from seventh 
for fifth successive win

World Champion can now clinch title 
two in Singapore 

Late Ricciardo stoppage means race 
ends behind SC

Debutant de Vries superbly scores 
points

Verstappen cruises closer to Formula 1 
world title two

ITALIAN GRAND PRIX
RACE REPORT 

issue. That necessitated the 
Virtual Safety Car and Ferrari 
reacted by bringing in Leclerc. 
It was an aggressive move, 
given there were still 41 laps 
remaining, while the VSC pe-
riod ending when Leclerc was 
still in the pit lane accentuated 
matters. 

Verstappen inherited the lead 
and that, in effect was that, 
given both he and Leclerc 
needed one more stop, and the 
Ferrari driver was unable to put 
any damage into the Red Bull 
man’s lead. 

A spanner risked being thrown 
into the works when Daniel 
Ricciardo’s car stopped during 
the closing stages. Ricciardo’s 
stricken car, in an awkward 
place prior to Lesmo 2, became 
stuck in gear while marshals 
attempted to remove it. That 
meant a tractor was recovered, 
which could only be deployed 
once the field had bunched be-
hind the Safety Car. Eventually 
the track was clear, by which 
time it was the penultimate 
lap, and per the regulations the 
‘Safety Car in this lap’ message 
can only be issued the follow-
ing time around. In effect, it 
was bad timing, but the regula-
tions were followed. In a state-
ment the FIA outlined that ‘as 
the safety of the recovery op-
eration is our only priority, and 
the incident was not significant 
enough to require a red flag, 
the race ended under safety 

car following the procedures 
agreed between the FIA and 
all competitors.’ It was further 
stressed that ‘the timing of the 
safety car period within a race 
has no bearing on this proce-
dure’. 

Essentially, the regulations 
were followed, and the FIA will 
always prioritise safety over 
entertainment – as it should 
be. The issue, for a sport that 
is entertainment, is that it cre-
ates a huge anti-climax in the 

Circuit: Monza
Laps: 53 (5.793km)
Lap Record: 1:21.046

(Below) The start at Monza is 
often messy

(Bottom) Daniel Ricciardo’s 
stoppage caused Safety Car 

controversey



(Top) Sainz carved his way 
through the field

 
(Right) The tifosi didn’t witness 

another win for Ferrari

(albeit rare) occasion that a race 
finishes behind the Safety Car. In 
reality, it made little difference to 
the finishing order, given that the 
front-runners were all on Soft tyres 
at a circuit where overtaking is far 
from simple.
 
“It’s amazing what we’re experienc-
ing within the team,” said Verstap-
pen. “I think we’re having an amaz-
ing year and it’s important to enjoy 
it as well. We’ve had a lot of differ-
ent challenges of different kinds of 
tracks and now the car seems to 
work at every single kind of track 
and we are extremely pleased.”

Russell ran a lonely race to third, 
picking up another podium, and 
keeping himself firmly in contention 
for ‘best of the rest’ in the champi-
onship behind runaway leader Ver-
stappen.

“This weekend we were not where 
we wanted to be as a team, but 
it doesn’t matter if we are fast or 
slow, we keep getting these po-
dium finishes,” said Russell. “Over 
this triple header, two of the three 
weekends have been very difficult, 
and I’ve still come away with two 
podiums and a P4, so we’ve got to 
be satisfied with that.”

Carlos Sainz recovered brilliantly 
from the back during the first stint, 
picking off rivals with aplomb, to 
finish fourth, while Lewis Hamilton’s 
charge started slower before he put 
the hammer down to claim fifth, 
which included a superb double 
overtake. Mathematically, he can no 
longer win the title. Quite remarka-
bly, the last time he entered a race 

weekend out of contention for a 
championship was back in 2013, be-
fore the V6 era began. 

“Battling with people… I remember 
my first go-kart was like an old kart, 
we always had to start at the back,” 
said Hamilton. “Old tyres. That’s 
what I’ve always enjoyed doing. So 
today, having those battles, is way 
more fun than starting first. It’s a 
different chapter but I must prefer 
battles.”

On whether Mercedes can still pick 
up a victory this season Hamilton 
said: “We have to be realistic. That 
Red Bull is almost unbeatable. It’s 
going to take some real doing to 
beat that car. Performance wise 
they are fully ahead of everyone. We 
haven’t caught them and we don’t 
have upgrades coming to overtake 
them, so it’s going to take some 
fortune going our way. Not impos-
sible, impossible, because we could 
potentially have beaten them in 
Zandvoort, maybe could have beat-
en them in Budapest. He’s general-
ly chilled at the front so you never 
know the true pace.”

Sergio Perez was sixth after an ear-
ly stop, following which his front-
right brake disc was on fire, but he 
was able to continue to add more 
points to his tally. Lando Norris re-
covered to seventh following a tardy 
getaway, having passed Alpine rival 
Fernando Alonso, who exited due 
to a water pressure issue. Norris’ 
McLaren team-mate Ricciardo had 
been on course for points, behind 
Norris, when the power unit packed 
up.



(Top) The winning moment 
for Verstappen

(Right) De Vries was the 
star of the day

Pierre Gasly was an excellent 
eighth for AlphaTauri, having strug-
gled with sickness earlier in the 
week, but the star of the day was 
undoubtedly Nyck de Vries. From 
eighth on the grid de Vries ran a 
Soft/Medium strategy and, while 
aided by Williams’ prodigious 
straight-line speed, looked every 
inch a veteran racer in the compet-
itive midfield. De Vries barely put 
a foot wrong, chasing Gasly while 
resisting Zhou Guanyu, to take ninth 
following Ricciardo’s demise. 

“The whole of the last 24 hours 
have just been a dream,” said de 
Vries, who was given huge hugs by 
Verstappen and Hamilton post-race. 
“I didn’t really have much time to 
think because everything was so 
rushed. I had such a bad sleep. I 
didn’t even dare to look at my sleep 
tracking because basically I spent 
the whole night awake! But perhaps 
it helped me. I couldn’t think and 
I just had to get on with the job. I 
know we had a little bit of help with 
grid penalties and retirements, but 
hey, no-one can take these points 
away from us.”

Zhou put Alfa Romeo back into the 
top 10 for the first time since Can-
ada while further back there were 
tales of frustration and missed op-
portunities. 

Alpine’s difficult day was com-
pounded by Esteban Ocon classify-
ing only 11th, while Mick Schumach-
er put in an excellent display in the 
off-pace and short-of-top-speed 
Haas to take 12th, denied a shot at 
points by the absence of a restart. 
His team-mate, Kevin Magnussen, 
suffered diffuser damage on the 

opening lap after being rear-end-
ed by Valtteri Bottas and struggled 
accordingly. Yuki Tsunoda struggled 
on Hards on his way to 14th spot 
while Nicholas Latifi had a dread-
ful day at the office. Regressing 
through the order from a top 10 grid 
slot was painful enough but the 
performance of super-sub de Vries 
only highlighted the Canadian’s lack 
of performance and acted as a huge 
black mark against his prospects of 
credibly retaining his seat for 2023 
on merit.

Aston Martin had an awful week-
end, as its lack of performance was 
compounded by poor reliability. 
Vettel was joined in an early bath by 
Lance Stroll after Aston Martin with-
drew him as a precaution to save 
engine mileage. Stroll expects a 
more competitive showing in Singa-
pore. Well, quite, because Italy was 
quite the low. 

After a frantic triple header Formula 
1 now has a slight respite, facilitat-
ed by the cancellation of Russia’s 
round, before a much-savoured re-
turn to Far Asia, with Singapore and 
Japan on the menu for the first time 
since 2019. By the time the paddock 
departs the phenomenal Suzuka 
circuit it’d be quite a shock if Ver-
stappen wasn’t officially a two-time 
champ. 

(Left) Lewis Hamilton 
locks up 

(Below) Leclerc and 
Verstappen embrace post-
race



POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Max Verstappen Red Bull

2 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 2.446

3 George Russell Mercedes 3.405

4 Carlos Sainz Ferrari 5.061

5 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 5.380

6 Sergio Perez Red Bull 6.091

7 Lando Norris McLaren 6.207

8 Pierre Gasly AlphaTauri 6.396

9 Nyck de Vries Williams 7.122

10 Zhou Guanyu Alfa Romeo 7.910

11 Esteban Ocon Alpine 8.323

12 Mick Schumacher Haas 8.549

13 Valtteri Bottas Alfa Romeo 1 Lap

14 Yuki Tsunoda AlphaTauri 1 Lap

15 Nicholas Latifi Williams 1 Lap

16 Kevin Magnussen Haas 1 Lap

17 Daniel Ricciardo McLaren DNF

18 Lance Stroll Aston Martin DNF

19 Fernando Alonso Alpine DNF

20 Sebastian Vettel Aston Martin DNF

RESULT
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Max Verstappen 335

2 Charles Leclerc 219

3 Sergio Perez 210

4 George Russell 203

5 Carlos Sainz 187

6 Lewis Hamilton 168

7 Lando Norris 88

8 Esteban Ocon 66

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Red Bull 545

2 Ferrari 406

3 Mercedes 371

4 Alpine 125

5 McLaren 107

6 Alfa Romeo 52

7 Haas 34

8 AlphaTauri 33

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

WINNER
MAX VERSTAPPEN



SNAPSHOT

Both Aston Martin 
cars failed to finish

The 
podium trio

The Monza podium 
is always special

The famous Italian tri-colour 
before the start of the race

Leclerc sprays 
champagne on the podium

Zhou added another point to 
his impressive rookie season
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PORSCHE/RED BULL ABANDON 
PROPOSED 2026 COLLABORATION 

DE VRIES STATES HE DESERVES SHOT AT F1 IN 
2023 

Nyck de Vries believes he 
has earned the right to be 
on the Formula 1 grid for 
the 2023 Formula 1 season. 
The Dutchman is currently 
rumoured to be in contention 
for a drive next year, most 
likely with the Williams team 
in place of Nicholas Latifi. 

De Vries made his F1 debut in 
Monza last weekend, stepping 
in for Alexander Albon who 
fell ill after Friday’s running 
at the Italian circuit. The 
27-year-old won the 2019 
Formula 2 Championship 
before claiming the title in the 
seventh season of Formula 
E. This year, he has been 
logging more F1 experience as 
Mercedes’ reserve driver, and 
feels that he is deserving of a 
promotion to a full-time seat 
for 2023.

“Time will tell,” he said of 
his plans for next year. “It’s 
out of my hands, it’s not in 
my control. Obviously it is 
a dream and I think I would 
deserve a chance. But 
ultimately it’s not up to me to 
decide a driver line-up.”
De Vries spoke of the benefit 
of getting to experience a 
race weekend with three 
different F1 organisations.

“It might sound cliché, but it’s 
honestly very valuable to get 
to look inside three different 
teams and organisations, 
see how they operate 
and approach different 
things, where they put their 
emphasis and also feel the 
difference between the three 
cars,” he said.

“I think it’s been a privilege 

to get that opportunity and 
experience under my belt.”

There is also a vacancy at 
Alpine for next year, with 
team boss Otmar Szanauer 
admitting that he has a 
shortlist of 14 drivers that 
are being considered for the 
2023 campaign in place of 
Fernando Alonso, who will 
leave for Aston Martin.

Porsche has abandoned plans 
to enter Formula 1 with Red Bull 
Racing in 2026, the company 
has announced. Porsche 
and Red Bull have been in 
discussions for several months 
and plans were drawn up for the 
German corporation to take a 
stake in the company. However 
discussions cooled in recent 
weeks with Red Bull not keen 
to give up a major share of its 
team. Ahead of last weekend’s 
Italian Grand Prix Porsche 
outlined that negotiations could 
progress no further.

“In the course of the last few 
months, Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche 
AG and Red Bull GmbH have 
held talks on the possibility of 
Porsche’s entry into Formula 
1,” read a statement. “The two 
companies have now jointly 
come to the conclusion that 
these talks will no longer be 
continued. The premise was 
always that a partnership would 

be based on an equal footing, 
which would include not only 
an engine partnership but also 
the team. This could not be 
achieved.”

Porsche nevertheless outlined 
that it is still interested to enter 
Formula 1 in 2026.

“With the finalised rule changes, 
the racing series nevertheless 
remains an attractive 
environment for Porsche, which 
will continue to be monitored,” it 
said.

Porsche’s sister company, Audi, 
announced two weeks ago 
that it will enter Formula 1 as a 
power unit supplier from 2026, 
ahead of an anticipated buyout 
of Sauber Motorsport.

Porsche’s planned Red Bull deal has been abandoned 

De Vries made his F1 
debut for Williams in Italy



1997 World Champion 
Jacques Villeneuve is due 
to test Alpine’s 2021-spec 
car this week as part of a 
feature for French TV.

Red Bull will stay on at 
Monza for a one-day 2023 
tyre test on slicks on 
Tuesday.

Antonio Giovinazzi returned 
to F1 action at Monza, 
replacing Mick Schumacher 
during the one-hour FP1 
session at Haas. 

Fernando Alonso equalled 
Kimi Räikkönen’s record of 
349 grands prix in Italy. 

NEWS BITES FORMULA 1 PAYS RESPECTS TO 
QUEEN ELIZABETH I I 

Formula 1 paid its respects to 
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 
II, following her death on 
Thursday afternoon. The 
United Kingdom’s longest-
reigning monarch passed away 
peacefully aged 96, prior to 
the Italian Grand Prix weekend. 
Formula 1 held a minute’s 
silence prior to the opening 
practice session on Friday, 
with all teams and drivers 
paying their respects. Some 
teams also ran tributes on their 
car liveries throughout the 
weekend. 

“Formula 1 mourns the passing 
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II,” said Formula 1 CEO Stefano 
Domenicali. “For more than 
seven decades she dedicated 
her life to public service with 
dignity and devotion and 
inspired so many around the 
world. Formula 1 sends its 
deepest condolences to the 
Royal Family and to the people 
of the United Kingdom and the 

Commonwealth.”

FIA President Mohammed 
Ben Sulayem added: “It is 
with great sadness that we 
have learned of the passing of 
Queen Elizabeth II of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. The Queen 
was undoubtedly one of the 
most respected heads of state 
ever to have lived, and I send 
my condolences, and those of 
the entire FIA community, to 
the Royal Family and all of the 
citizens of The United Kingdom 
and the Commonwealth.

“Motor sport, and especially 
Formula 1, has its heart in the 
United Kingdom, and the Royal 
Family has over the years given 
great support and patronage 
to the sport. For this we thank 
them, and those events taking 
place around the world this 
weekend will undoubtedly be 
undertaken in honour of her 
Majesty.”

RICCIARDO NOT RULING OUT MERCEDES 
RESERVE SWITCH

Daniel Ricciardo has 
suggested that everything 
is open regarding his future, 
amid reports that he is 
weighing up accepting a 
reserve driver role with 
Mercedes. Ricciardo has 
been linked to a back-up 
position at the reigning World 
Champions after McLaren 
opted to axe him ahead of 
the 2023 campaign. Ricciardo 
has raced full-time in Formula 
1 since mid-2011 but has 
been open to the notion 
of a sabbatical if it is more 
prosperous for the long-term.

Alpine has not displayed 
significant interest in a driver 
it previously employed in 
2019/20, which ostensibly 
leaves Haas and Williams as 

the only realistic seats open 
to the eight-time race winner.

“I’m really assessing 
everything,” he said. “In short, 
I don’t have anything teed 
up yet. Like, I don’t have 
anything confirmed. And I 
think when I do, I’ll be the first 
to tell you. There’s no reason 
for me to hold back any 
information now. There’s no 
secrets. It’s kind of all open 
and out there. 

“I’m sure over time, the right 
thing, whatever that ends up 
being. will make sense. And 
I think as well, you know, it’s 
not just about what’s right for 
next year, it’s what’s right for 
my future, you know. It goes 
beyond 2023. So it’s complex, 

but when I know you will.”

Ricciardo nevertheless 
emphasised that “I do want 
to be on the grid, I do want 
to race. You know, I touched 
on a few weeks ago that, 
although this has been like, 
certainly a challenging time in 
my career, it hasn’t taken the 
love of the sport away from 
me and that desire to still be 
here and still compete. So 
yeah, obviously many talks or 
thoughts about next year and 
beyond that. But as I said, I’m 
still not sure what that looks 
like.”

Formula 1 paid tribute to Her 
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II 

Ricciardo could be left 
without a 2023 seat



 

TOP        SHOT
Williams celebrate points on 
Nyck de Vries debut with the 

team



LAGUNA SECA FINALE
For the final race of the 2022 IndyCar season, it was a battle be-
tween three veterans for the championship trophy. Will Power held 
the advantage coming into Laguna Seca, but his lead could easi-
ly evaporate if his rivals were able to capitalize on any mistakes 
made throughout the weekend. Would the historic track serve up a 
late-season surprise to further entertain the gathered crowds?

KEVIN DEJEWSKI / INDYCAR EDITOR

2022 INDYCAR SERIES



QUALIFYING

HIGHLIGHTS

The final race of the 2022 
IndyCar season had all the 

ingredients for a fantastic battle 
for the championship. All eyes 
were on the five drivers that 
still had a chance to win the 
title, but the most likely results 
centered around the three well-
known veterans at the top of 
the standings. Before anything 
could be decided for certain, 
however, drivers had to set fast 
solo laps on the historic Lagu-
na Seca track to determine the 
order for Sunday’s race.

Once qualifying got underway, 
it quickly became apparent 
that Will Power was going to 
be able to make a statement in 

his bid to finally earn his sec-
ond championship. He was the 
only one of the title contenders 
to advance to the final Fast 6 
round, then went on to claim 
his record-breaking 68th career 
pole. Mario Andretti, the legend 
whose record was just beaten, 
greeted Power as he climbed 
out of the car to offer his con-
gratulations on the achieve-
ment. 

Power related that he was not 
focussing on earning the top 
spot, but rather would have 
been content to start anywhere 
near the front of the field. He 
accomplished that and then 
some, and earned the right to 

Power takes 68th career pole, 
further extending his points 
lead

Both of the nearest title 
contenders have poor ef-
forts, hurting their comeback 
chances

Ilott impresses with front row 
run in final race of his rookie 
season

Multiple drivers ran off course 
into the dirt while pushing 
hard

lead the field to green the fol-
lowing day. The Australian’s 
pole also earned him a bonus 
championship point, extending 
his lead to 21 over his two near-
est rivals.

As for those rivals, both had 
disastrous qualifying efforts. 
Josef Newgarden was the worst 
off, as he misjudged the apex at 
the top of the corkscrew in the 
opening round. The impact with 
the curb sent his Team Penske 
Chevy spinning down the steep 
hillside, and he was forced to 
retire on the spot. He was not 
the only driver to find himself 
off track, but he suffered the 
largest consequences by far. 
Newgarden will have to fight his 
way from the back row if he is 
to have any chance of earning 
his third title.

Scott Dixon also had a less-
than-ideal qualifying outing, as 
his first hot lap was interrupted 
by the red flag thrown for New-
garden. Race control allowed all 
drivers to make one final at-
tempt at the end of the session, 
but Dixon was only able to im-
prove his starting spot to 13th. 
Both veterans will have to rely 
on a reversal of fortune on the 
part of Power, and a bit of luck 
for themselves, in order to over-
come their deficit on Sunday.

Aside from the story of the title 
contenders, it was Callum Ilott 
that was the most impressive 
driver of the day. The rookie 
not only powered his Juncos 
Hollinger Racing Chevy into the 
Fast 6 for the first time, he went 
on to put up a fight for pole as 
well. In the end he came up just 
short and earned the second 
position, but still put in a fine 
performance that was emblem-
atic of his and his team’s pro-
gress throughout the season.

Andretti team-mates Alexan-
der Rossi and Romain Gros-
jean locked out the second 
row, with each putting in solid 
performances. The two drivers 
set times within a couple hun-
dredths of a second of each 
other, and look like they could 
have the pace to play spoiler. 
Rossi in particular will be look-
ing to end his Andretti tenure 
on a high note before moving to 
Arrow McLaren SP next season.

Alex Palou qualified fifth, but 
was forced to take a new en-
gine for Sunday’s race. The un-
expected change for the final 
race of the year incurred a pen-
alty, and dropped the Spaniard 
down to 11th for Sunday’s race. 
Pato O’Ward qualified sixth, but 
was promoted up to fifth via 
the penalty. He will start on the 
third row alongside the rookie 

David Malukas, who has been 
steadily gaining pace through-
out the season.

Any of the drivers at the front 
could prove spoiler, as high tyre 
degradation is predicted to re-
sult in many pit spots on Sun-
day. Power definitely has the 
advantage, but he has lost the 
championship three times be-
fore when coming into the final 
race with the points lead. De-
pending which version of histo-
ry repeats itself, he could earn 
his second title or lost out yet 
again in the closing moments of 
the season.

Power starts weekend off right with 
statement pole



RACE
HIGHLIGHTS

The 2022 NTT IndyCar Se-
ries season finale from the 

iconic Laguna Seca raceway 
was a strategic battle as much 
as anything else, as much for 
the race win as was it all mixed 
up with the race for the 2022 
championship…

High tyre degradation plagued 
all drivers on the iconic Cal-
ifornian course, but a few of 
them were in a class of their 
own and quickly became the 
focus of the afternoon. In the 
race for the win, 2021 reigning 
champion Alex Palou was un-
touchable. He had started the 
race down in 11th position after 

being given a grid penalty, but 
was in the lead of the race by 
time the halfway point came 
around.

And Palou did not give up the 
lead again, he was able to eas-
ily pull away from the title con-
tenders behind him who were 
all fighting among themselves 
to try and sort out the cham-
pionship. Such was Palou’s 
domination that before long he 
was circulating the short track, 
nearly 30 seconds ahead of the 
entire field.

The win though was Palou’s 
first of the season despite be-

Power finally gets title #2 
with third place finish

Palou in a class of his own, 
finally gets a win in 2022

Dixon fails to make his charge 
and finishes in 10th place

Newgarden drives from the 
back of the grid to second but 
fails to take the title

ing the reigning series cham-
pion. Clearly, having a great 
weight taken off his shoulders, 
and having broken his season 
duck with winning the final 
race of the season, the Span-
iard will now have to try to fig-
ure out for which team he will 
be driving in 2023, although 
in the post-race interview, he 
seemed to leave the door open 
that he may well stay with 
Ganassi Racing.

Josef Newgarden, one of those 
title contenders, crossed the 
line in second place after his 
team made a brave call to ex-
tend his final stints to the very 
edge of his fuel window. Team 
Penske also threw everything 
at the car in terms of tire strat-
egy to attempt to make up as 
many positions as possible 
after having to start last due to 
him setting no time in qualify-
ing.

Even though he worked his way 
up from the back row to a po-
dium, it was still not enough to 
overcome his 21-point pre-race 
deficit to his teammate and Will 
Power was able to maintain the 
points lead.

Power’s second IndyCar title 
comes a full eight years since 
he won his first championship 
in 2014, and caps off a year 
where the veteran’s new calm 
and collected attitude carried 
him through a consistently-fast 
season. In contract the Aus-

tralian’s usual charging style, 
chasing for the wins, Power 
allowed himself to remain calm 
and collect consistent points 
finishes, rarely finishing a race 
outside the top five. Taking this 
approach he arrived at the sea-
son finale in the points lead, 
almost in stealth mode…

The battle between the experi-
enced titans of the series was 
entertaining right through the 

Palou dominates Laguna Seca but 
Power takes the title

(Below) The pack chases Power 
down



final race, and any small mistake 
could have changed the result. 
Scott Dixon, one of the other title 
contenders entering the event, was 
not able to make up any mean-
ingful ground during the race and 
ended the 2022 season third in the 
championship race, behind Power 
and Newgarden.

Drivers that started on the softer 
red-walled tires were at a disad-
vantage early in the race, as the 
times fell off after only a couple 
laps. Those that used their man-
datary stint on the reds later in the 
race were better able to manage 
their positions before switching 
back to any other sets of the hard-
er tires they had left although title 
contender Marcus Ericsson gam-
bled on using the reds for his last 
stint to try and charge through 
the field to try and clinch third or 
fourth place in the championship 
only to come up short and start 
dropping down the field due to the 
poor performing red-walled tyres.

A promising race for the rookie 
Callum Ilott came unravelled on lap 
39, when he stopped on the start/
finish straight.  His engine could be 
heard struggling as it let go and he 
crawled to a stop on track. The Jun-
cos Hollinger driver had started on 
the front row and stayed in the top 
10 until his troubles emerged.  He 
will look to carry that momentum 
to next season when he will have 
a team-mate to help him achieve 
more strong results. 

But at the end of the day, it was all 
Will Power and his second title, he 
was ecstatic and at last he could 
add a second title and look his 

teammates in the eye.

“I’ve driven my heart out today,” 
said Power after the race, thank-
ing, Roger Penske, his eponymous 
Team Penske and team boss Tim 
Cindric for giving him the oppor-
tunity to be in position to win the 
title, and with engine manufacturer 
champion Chevrolet playing a ma-
jor role too.

Drivers and fans will now have a 
nearly five-month long offseason 
to digest the entertaining battle 
that just unfolded, and watch to 
see how the rest of the open seats 
get sorted out.

Check back soon for your full 
IndyCar report...

(Top) Wheel to wheel action 
for Ericsson

(Right) There was plenty of 
close action throughout the 

race



WINNER

POS DRIVER GAP LAPS LED

1 Alex Palou – 67

2 Josef Newgarden 30.3812 5

3 Will Power 33.8528 17

4 Felix Rosenqvist 35.5322 5

5 Christian Lundgaard 50.8901  

6 Scott McLaughlin 56.1091  

7 Romain Grosjean 57.9853  

8 Pato O’Ward 59.9521  

9 Marcus Ericsson 62.6247  

10 Alexander Rossi 65.3231  

11 Colton Herta 67.6483  

12 Scott Dixon 67.9752  

13 David Malukas 1 Lap  

14 Rinus VeeKay 1 Lap  

15 Devlin DeFrancesco 1 Lap  

16 Jimmie Johnson 1 Lap  

17 Simon Pagenaud 1 Lap  

18 Graham Rahal 1 Lap  

19 Helio Castroneves 1 Lap  

20 Jack Harvey 1 Lap  

21 Kyle Kirkwood 1 Lap  

22 Simona De Silvestro 1 Lap  

23 Takuma Sato 1 Lap  

24 Conor Daly DNF  

25 Dalton Kellett DNF  

26 Callum Ilott DNF 1

RESULT

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Will Power 560

2 Josef Newgarden 544

3 Scott Dixon 521

4 Scott McLaughlin 510

5 Alex Palou 510

6 Marcus Ericsson 506

7 Patricio O’Ward 480

8 Alexander Rossi 401

DRIVER’STANDINGS

WILL POWER



CHECK BACK 
SOON FOR 
A FULL RACE 
REPORT
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JUNCOS CONFIRMS SECOND 
INDYCAR ENTRY FOR 2023 

JOHNSON 'STILL LOVING EVERY MINUTE' OF 
HIS INDYCAR JOURNEY 

Jimmie Johnson just wrapped 
up his sophomore season 
in IndyCar, and still finds 
himself loving every minute 
of the second stage of his 
lengthy career. After putting 
an end to his Hall-of-Fame 
career in NASCAR in 2020, 
Johnson looked around to 
see what other adventures 
he could embark upon in his 
‘retirement.’

He was able to convince 
Chip Ganassi to place him 
in a fourth car, boosted 
by significant sponsorship 
funding from Carvana and 
The American Legion, in order 
to tackle a new challenge. 
Despite not lighting the 
world on fire with his results, 
Johnson is still greatly 
enjoying his journey in 

IndyCar and he feels that he’s 
learning more every time he’s 
behind the wheel.

“I’m much more comfortable 
and still loving every minute 
that I’m in the car,” Johnson 
told Motorsport Monday. “I 
wish my comfort showed 
up more on the stopwatch 
from time to time. But I really 
feel like I’m improving each 
and every time I’m on the 
track. I’ve had some new 
career highs this year on 
road courses and also had 
a respectable finish at Iowa. 
The second half of Gateway 
really clicked for me, and we 
got going then.

“It’s been a journey. I did 
not expect it to be this 
challenging of a journey. 

Thankfully I’m in the spot 
right where I want to 
experience anything and 
everything I can, and this is 
one of those things that is 
very high on my list. And it 
hasn’t disappointed one bit.”

Johnson is still struggling 
to match his competition’s 
pace on road courses, but he 
is much more competitive 
than last season and has 
broken into the top 20 a few 
occasions. Johnson’s future 
plans are still not settled, but 
he and the team are working 
hard to keep their relationship 
going so he can drive the 
#48 entry for at least another 
year. He appears to have 
locked up sponsorship, and 
is just waiting to sort out the 
rest of the details for 2023.

Juncos Hollinger Racing has 
confirmed that it will be fielding 
a second car in the 2023 
IndyCar season, expanding from 
its current single-car operation. 
After a few seasons heavily 
focused on the Road to Indy 
programme, the team expanded 
to a full IndyCar season this 
year with rookie driver Callum 
Ilott. Now only one year into 
the team’s fully-formed IndyCar 
ambitions, a #78 entry will be 
added alongside the #77 for the 
entirety of next season.

“To be able to announce this 
today and make this a reality is 
incredible,” said JHR co-owner 
Ricardo Juncos. “We have stood 
by our words from the beginning 
that we would continue to grow 
and expand and that is what we 
are doing. We wanted to start 
this year with one car, to start 
the protocols and procedures 
for the team. Our philosophy 
that we work with is a little bit 
different than the standards, 
so we wanted to make sure we 
implanted our plan the right way 
by focusing on one car before 
we expanded.

“We are doing exactly as we 
planned and will continue 
with our two-car team for the 
foreseeable future starting in 
2023. We are going to keep 
building this team the way 
Brad [Hollinger] and I planned 
from the beginning, and to 
do what is the best in terms 
of development, technical, 
marketing, and everything else.”

There had been rumors for 
quite some time that the 
team would expand for the 
upcoming season, and Ilott 
recently described how he has 
been instrumental in helping 
the team make decisions 
surrounding the expansion. 
Having a team-mate will be of 
great help for both driver and 
team, especially considering 
JHR does not have a technical 
partnership with one of the 
bigger teams like other small 
teams on the grid do. A driver 
for the new entry has not yet 
been decided upon, and will be 
announced at a later date.

Ilott will have a team-mate to help him earn better results in 2023

Johnson earned his best IndyCar 
result in Iowa with a top five finish



Team Penske has extended 
Scott McLaughlin’s contract 
in a multi-year deal

NEWS BITES MCLAUGHLIN 'MORE COMPLETE' 
DRIVER THAN EVER BEFORE 

Scott McLaughlin entered the 
2022 IndyCar season feeling 
like he wasn’t living up to his 
standards, having run in the 
middle of the pack for much 
of his rookie season. But his 
sophomore outing has been 
much more productive, and he 
is quickly coming to grips with 
his new discipline. Three wins 
and seven podiums show that 
the Kiwi is truly mastering the 
details of driving an open wheel 
car.

Despite having a dominant 
career in Australian Supercars 
earlier in his life and 
earning three consecutive 
championships, McLaughlin 
feels that he is driving better 
now than he ever has in his life. 

“I feel like a completely 
different driver even from the 
start of the year at St. Pete,” 
said a noticeably comfortable 
McLaughlin after his Portland 
win. “I just feel a lot more 

complete. I feel like I’m driving 
the best I have my whole life. 
Hopefully that means good 
things for next year, and we 
can work together as a team. 
Like, the team’s cars are unreal 
to drive. I think Detroit for me 
was a big turnaround. I made a 
mistake I shouldn’t have made, 
and that was because I was 
trying to overdo everything and 
control everything. It was a big 
mindset change.

“From then on we’ve been 
really strong. I think what we’re 
doing right now is building 
for a massive year next year. 
I haven’t finished out of the 
top five or top four for the last 
six events or something. I’m 
feeling really strong. There’s no 
reason why this can’t be great 
momentum for next year, and 
yeah, I feel like I’m driving the 
best I ever have in my whole 
career right now.”

PENSKE FORTUNATE TO NOT HAVE TO 
RECRUIT PAY DRIVERS - CINDRIC 

There is no doubt that Team 
Penske is one of IndyCar’s 
top teams, and it has been 
for quite some time. Penske 
is a destination that many 
drivers aspire to drive with 
before their career is over. 
All three drivers the team 
currently employs, Will 
Power, Josef Newgarden, 
and Scott McLaughlin, have 
had impressive seasons, and 
between them have racked 
up nine of the 16 available 
wins this season.

With its position within the 
sport, the team is able to 
recruit the most talented 
drivers to their squad, while 
also ensuring it does not have 
to rely on drivers that bring 
their own sponsorship money 
to the equation in order to 
keep the business afloat. 
Team Penske President Tim 

Cindric spoke about how the 
lack of a defined hierarchy 
with his team’s drivers can 
make for difficult decisions 
at times, but that difficulty is 
more than outweighed by the 
performance they can expect 
each weekend.

“We make a choice to have 
three cars in which we feel 
like, to start the season 
or start each race, should 
have the tools to compete 
for the win and should 
have the talent to compete 
for the win,” said Cindric. 
“I’m very fortunate to sit 
in that position because I 
understand from a business 
perspective it’s not always 
possible to have three top-
level drivers, not having a 
‘buy-a-ride’ within your fleet 
supporting the business 
model.

“It’s something that I take a 
huge amount of appreciation 
for not being in that position, 
but at the same time it’s 
almost easier if you have an 
A and a B driver to balance 
those things because it’s 
understood in the beginning 
what their different roles are. 
It’s a difficult balance, but I 
think that they work together, 
the three of [our drivers] do, 
as well as any other three 
drivers. At the same time 
we call it the red mist, kind 
of gets in the way on the 
racetrack sometimes. I can’t 
say that anybody’s perfect 
on that front. Everybody 
is competitive to a certain 
degree.”

Cindric is happy to not have a 
defined A and B driver situation

McLaughlin says he is the 
happiest he’s been in his life



 

TOP        SHOT
Felipe Drugovich celebrates, 

moments after being 
crowned the 2022 Formula 

2 Champion



Round 10 signalled the start of the home stretch of the FIA WRC cal-
endar with only three events left to go after this weekend. The icon-
ic Acropolis Rally Greece only returned to the championship last year, 
however, the event is steeped in history and is one of the fan favour-
ites having long and colourful past... 

JOSH DISBOROUGH / WRC REPORTER

ACROPOLIS RALLY GREECE
2022 FIA WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP



RALLY
HIGHLIGHTS

Previous winners included a 
returning entrant this year, 

Sebastien Loeb. Loeb had a 
slight advantage on some of 
the stages that didn’t run last 
year as some last appeared 
in 2013. Crucially though, 
could he make that count? 
The M-Sport Ford team is 
on a poor run of form where 
they haven’t won since Loeb’s 
opening round victory. Could 
Loeb repeat his heroics? Or 
would it be more of the same 
story for Ford, promising 
much but delivering little?

Championship leader, Kalle 
Rovanperä headed into 
Greece with another shot 
at securing the driver’s ti-

tle early but, as we saw last 
time in Belgium, it was not 
as straightforward as one 
might hope. Rovanperä need-
ed to outscore Tänak by 18pts 
but first he needed to make 
sure he navigated the tricky 
Acropolis route in one piece. 
Twisty mountain gravel roads 
and dust characterised the 
rally although the tracks are 
smoother than in the past 
which should have given the 
tyres and cars a small respite. 
The route covered 303.3km 
over 16 stages including the 
return of the spectacular Ath-
ens Olympic Stadium Super 
Special.

SS8 and SS9 prove to be dis-
astrous for many Rally1 com-
petitors

Loeb and Ford’s early hopes 
of a win after leading on day 
were dashed

Championship favourite 
Rovanperä continues his poor 
run after hitting a tree

Hyundai dominates proceed-
ings with a maiden 1-2-3 
podium lockout

DAY 1 - Thursday

The second Acropolis Rally 
Greece since its return last 
year got off to a spectacu-
lar start under the lights on 
Thursday evening. Tens of 
thousands of fans packed 
the Athens Olympic Stadium 
to watch rally titans run side 
by side on the Super Special. 
The venue last featured in 
2006 and it was the king of 
Super Specials, Thierry Neu-
ville, once again claiming the 
lead. The Hyundai drivers led 
a Hyundai 1-2-3-4 which had 
WRC2 entrant, Teemu Suni-
nen, in second place just a 
tenth behind. The tight con-
fines of the layout meant that 
the lesser powered Rally2 
cars weren’t at such a disad-
vantage and Suninen made 
that count. Dani Sordo round-
ed off the podium with Ott 
Tänak in fourth.

Day 2 - Friday

The morning runs on Friday 
were based in the mountains 
above the town of Loutra-
ki. The Harvati stage lies in 
the middle of a double run 
through the Loutraki before 
the drivers head north for 
runs through Dafni, Livadia 
and Bauxites to complete the 
afternoon leg.

The first full day started with 
the returning Sebastien Loeb 
turning in what seemed to be 

a dominant performance until 
losing momentum as the tem-
peratures increased. This al-
lowed compatriot Pierre-Louis 
Loubet, to make his way to 
the top of the timesheets af-
ter Loeb overshot a hairpin.

Loubet and Loeb were spear-
heading a Ford resurgence of 
the likes not really seen since 
the opening round of this 
year’s championship. Loubet 

Hyundai Dominates the Acropolis

(Below) Athens provided a 
stunning opener to the event

(Bottom) Loeb sets the pace 
early



had continued to lead through-
out the day until late in the 
evening when technical issues 
for the leader along with Loeb’s 
previous experience of the last 
stage, meant that the French 
legend usurped his teammate at 
the top.

“I decided to try really hard in 
this one,” said Loeb. “Because I 
was losing too much time in the 
last one because I was losing too 
much time in the previous stage 
and I didn’t feel too confident”

Behind the two Fords was Esa-
pekka Lappi who finished 8.7s 
away from the duo. Lappi fin-
ished as the only Toyota to end 
up in the top six. The Finn had 
been keeping the leading drivers 
honest as he was running sec-
ond going into the final stage, 
however, had to settle for third 
after Loeb jumped him.

Neuville fronted the Hyundai 
charge in fourth after an unfa-
vourable road position. The Bel-
gian was only 7.3s away from 
Lappi and still in realistic con-
tention for the rally whilst doing 
all he can to delay Kalle Rovan-
perä’s potential coronation. 

Neuville was followed by Sordo 
and Tänak who were both strug-
gling with various issues. Sordo 
had a lack of confidence in the 
pace notes whereas Tänak was 
suffering from a faulty hybrid 
unit. Gus Greensmith and Elfyn 
Evans were next with only 3.4s 
separating them from Tänak. 
Championship leader Rovan-
perä would suffer a bad day af-

ter opening the road. Extremely 
loose conditions and his two 
Hyundai rivals’ current positions 
mean that an early sealing of the 
title was slim.

Takamoto Katsuta and Craig 
Breen rounded out the top 10, 
the Ford man had to stop to 
change a wheel which cost him a 
chunk of time.

Top 6 after Day 2:

1. Loeb 1h 12m 11.9s
2. Loubet +1.7s
3. Lappi +8.7s
4. Neuville +16.0s
5. Sordo +22.2s
6. Tänak +31.1s

Day 3 - Saturday

Saturday covered 150km and 
was the longest leg of the rally. It 
involved two loops of three stag-
es with Pyrgos measuring the 
longest at 33km. Perivoli would 
follow along with the famous 
Tarzan test.

Sebastien Loeb started off the 
day by extending his advantage 
to 19s after the first stage, how-
ever his and Ford’s day started 
to capitulate on the following 
test. Loeb’s alternator belt failed 
when approaching the stop point 
and despite efforts from him and 
his co-driver to fix the issue, they 
ran out of time and had to retire 
the car.

If that wasn’t enough, overnight 
second place man, Pierre-Louis 
Loubet, suffered a delaminated 
tyre on Tarzan which would cost 

(Top) Rovanperawill have to 
wait till New Zealand for his 

next chance to claim the title

(Right) Loeb hit troubles early on 
Saturday



(Right) Technical issues ru-
ined Greensmiths chances

the Frenchman over a minute in 
time, causing him to fall down 
the standings.

Neuville moved to the front and 
stayed there for the rest of day 
despite a small scare with a low 
battery voltage alarm, nothing 
affected the cars or the driver’s 
performance. The Belgian ended 
the day with a 27.9s advantage 
over his teammate Ott Tänak go-
ing into the final three stages on 
Sunday.

“It’s been a great day for us…,” 
said Neuville. “A bit of a hard one 
this afternoon with some trou-
ble with the car, but we survived, 
and we are here now”.

Despite a stage win, Tänak was 
not able to mount a challenge 
on his teammate. The Estonian 
suffered from some small differ-
ential issue in the morning but 
after an improvement in the af-
ternoon loop, Tänak finished 25s 
ahead of teammate Dani Sordo.

Dani Sordo moved into the po-
dium positions after Toyota man 
Esapekka Lappi developed a 
fuel problem on the penultimate 
stage of the day. This left Elfyn 
Evans as Toyota’s top driver in 
fourth but only 7.1s behind Sordo. 

Loubet recovered from his set-
back to stay in the top 5 al-
though the Ford driver would be 
over two minutes behind. Craig 
Breen and Takamoto Katsuta fol-
lowed in sixth and seventh.

Unfortunately, Kalle Rovanperä 
will have to wait another round 
for his chance to seal the title. 

The championship leader hit a 
tree going through the Perivoli 
stage and despite being able to 
continue, he would lose 11 min-
utes and would suffer significant 
damage to the car.

Top 6 after Day 3 - Saturday:

1. Neuville 3h 6m 34.4s
2. Tänak +27.9s
3. Sordo +52.9s
4. Evans +1min
5. Loubet +2m 40.1s
6. Breen +3m 47.2s

Day 4 - Sunday

The finale to the rally saw just 
three stages for the crews to 
navigate. Elatia-Rengini would 
be sandwiched between two 
passes at Eleftherohori with the 
later run serving as the Wolf 
Power Stage.

And so it was that Thierry Neu-
ville grabbed victory in the 
Acropolis Rally Greece after a 
commanding final day in which 
he led home a Hyundai 1-2-3. 

Neuville finished 15s ahead of 
teammate Ott Tänak with Dani 
Sordo 1m 49.7s behind to secure 
a commanding finish for the Ko-
rean Manufacturer. Ott Tänak 
also secured five bonus points 
after winning the Wolf Power 
Stage ahead of Kalle Rovanperä 
and Craig Breen.

SS14 had provided more drama 
for Toyota, Elfyn Evans’s Yaris 
developed turbo problems on the 
way to the start of the opening 
stage of the day. This meant that 
the Hyundai trio at the top of the 

(Left) Loubet recovered to 
fourth despite running sec-
ond on Friday

(Below) Neuville as he 
prepares for the first super 
special stage



standings were able to strength-
en their grip on the podium. 

Neuville lost 2.9s to Tänak al-
though the gap was still 25s at 
the end, but Evan’s retirement 
meant that Dani Sordo had 
just under a two-minute gap to 
Pierre-Louis Loubet. Craig Breen 
and Takamoto Katsuta didn’t 
make any significant inroads, the 
duo 4m, and 5m away from Neu-
ville respectively.

Neuville would gain time back on 
Tänak on SS15 to go into the final 
stage with a 29.3s gap but oth-
erwise, there wasn’t much move-
ment as the drivers were now 
looking to the Wolf Power Stage 
as their next chance for points.

The power stage was set for 
drivers who hadn’t had the best 
rally to salvage something. Ott 
Tänak would win the stage by 3s 
from Kalle Rovanperä. Rovanperä 
missed another chance to se-
cure the Driver’s title and was not 
content with the points given the 
wider context of the rally. Craig 
Breen rounded off the power 
stage podium 6.4s behind Tänak.

Despite shipping 14s to his team-
mate on the final stage, Neuville 
had done enough to take victory 
and head the Hyundai 1-2-3 over-
all with Dani Sordo in third. 

“It has been a tough season so 
far and to get a victory after a 
very difficult weekend in Belgium 

is a relief,” said a very relieved 
Neuville. “The most important 
thing is we have a 1-2-3 for the 
team – after all these years we 
finally got a historical moment for 
the brand and the team…”

Despite Loubet and Breen finish-
ing fourth and fifth overall for Ford, 
this must go down as a missed 
opportunity after leading 1-2 on 
Friday. Katsuta ended the rally 
in sixth in what was ultimately, a 
poor showing from Toyota.

Rally New Zealand is back on the 
calendar again after having last 
been run in 20212 and is next up 
on 29/9 – 2/10 for Round 11. Se-
bastien Ogier returns for Toyota as 
well as Oliver Solberg being back 
at Hyundai.

(Left) Evans kept Hyundai 
honest

(Above) Turbo problems 
destroyed any chance of 
Evans challenging for third



WINNERS

RESULT

POS DRIVER PTS

1 K. Rovanpera 207

2 O. Tanak 154

3 T. Neuville 131

4 E. Evans 116

5 T. Katsuta 100

6 C. Breen 77

7 E. Lappi 58

8 D. Sordo 49

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

T. NEUVILLE / M. WYDAEGHE

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 T. Neuville / M. Wydaeghe Hyundai i20 N 3:34:52.0

2 O. Tanak / M. Jareoja Hyundai i20 N +15.0

3 D. Sordo / C. Carrera Hyundai i20 N +1:49.7

4 P. Loubet / V. Landais Ford Puma Rally1 +3:42.2

5 C. Breen / P. Nagle Ford Puma Rally1 +4:09.0

6 T. Katsuta / A. Johnston Toyota GR Yaris +6:21.1

7 E. Lindholm / R. Hamalainen Skoda Fabio Evo +7:46.4

8 N. Gryazin / K. Aleksandrov Skoda Fabio Evo +8:22.7

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Toyota Gazoo 404

2 Hyundai 341

3 M-Sport Ford 214

4 Toyota WRT NG 112

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 O. Tanak / M. Jareoja Hyundai i20 N 9:54.5

2 K. Rovanpera / J. Halttunen Toyota GR Yaris +3.0

3 C. Breen / P. Nagle Ford Puma Rally1 +6.4

4 G. Greensmith / J. Andersson Ford Puma Rally1 +11.4

5 E. Lappi / J. Ferm Toyota GR Yaris +12.5

POWER STAGE RESULT

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 E. Lindholm / R. Hamalainen Skoda Fabio Evo 3:42:38.6

2 N. Gryazin / K. Aleksandrov Skoda Fabia Evo +36.1

3 A. Tsouloftas / R. Whittock VW Polo GTI +3:07.2

RALLY 2/3 RESULT

OVERALL RESULT



SNAPSHOT

Spying on 
Sunninen

Breen makes a 
splash in Greece

Crowds pack the stadium 
to catch a glimpse of WRC

Rain left some large, 
scattered puddles



 

TOP        SHOT
Spectators watch as the WRC 

cars fly through the rocky 
setting



6 HOURS OF FUJI

Under the shadow of Mount Fuji, Toyota looked to take a 
home win and re-assert its command in a championship in 
which it hasn’t had it all their own way, as it had in the past. 
However, French rivals in Alpine and Peugeot were out to 
stage an upset on the Japanese manufacturer’s home turf...

PHIL OAKLEY / SPORTSCARS REPORTER

2022 FIA WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING

HIGHLIGHTS

The FIA World Endurance 
Championship arrived back 

in Japan for the first time since 
2019 last weekend, racing at 
the famous Fuji International 
Speedway under the shadow of 
Mount Fuji, around 60 miles or 
100 kilometres from Tokyo.

With Alpine having had its 
power notched back and 
weight increased since its vic-
tory at Monza in July, and Peu-
geot still finding its feet in WEC 
competition, it was really only 
Toyota who could realistically 
take pole.

And so they did. In fact, it was 
Team Principal/driver Kamui 
Kobayashi who took pole — a 

Japanese driver in a Japa-
nese-licensed team driving 
a Japanese car (although the 
Toyota GR010s, like many Toyo-
ta racing cars before them, are 
actually built in Cologne, Ger-
many) taking pole in Japan. 

However, in the Hypercar class, 
it was actually Jean-Eric Vergne 
in the still-new Peugeot 9X8 
who set the first competitive 
lap. This, a 1m 30.000s, would 
end up being his, and Peuge-
ot’s fastest lap, good enough 
for fourth position on the grid.

The two Toyotas then crossed 
the line, with Kobayashi in the 
#7 Toyota GR010 and team-
mate Brendon Hartley, driving 

Kobayashi and Hartley lock 
out front row for Toyota

Da Costa goes quickest in 
LMP2 for #38 Jota

Porsche’s Christiansen un-
challengeable in GTE-Pro

Keating denies Bovy second 
consecutive pole in GTE-Am 

the #8 Toyota GR010, setting 
lap times just two hundredths 
apart and over seven tenths 
faster than Vergne’s effort.

With Loic Duval in the oth-
er Peugeot 9X8 setting a 1m 
30.152s, just over a tenth slow-
er than team-mate and coun-
tryman Vergne, it was good 
enough for fifth, meaning it 
was only the #36 Alpine A480 
of Mathieu Vaxiviere who could 
stop Kobayashi and Toyota tak-
ing pole.

But the Frenchman could only 
manage a lap 0.212s slower 
than Kobayashi, slotting him 
into third on the grid.

“It’s a great feeling to be on 
pole position at our home 
track,” Kobayashi said. “My lap 
could have been a little better 
but it was good enough. Our 
GR010 HYBRID is fast here and 
we showed that performance 
in qualifying, so I am very hap-
py. After Le Mans, winning 
at Fuji Speedway is our sec-
ond priority and the team has 
worked hard behind the scenes 
to get us into this position. It 
was a big challenge coming 
here for the first time with the 
Hypercar so thanks to every-
one for their effort. The fans 

have been unbelievable so far 
this week and we expect a lot 
of spectators and guests again 
tomorrow. We will do our best 
to win so we can celebrate with 
them.”

Front row lock out for Toyota at home

(Below) Peugeot are competing 
in their second race, but couldn’t 

beat Toyota and Alpine

(Bottom) Da Costa was unbeata-
ble in LMP2 for Jota



(Top) Kobayashi went 
0.020 faster than team-
mate Hartley for Toyota

(Left) Peugeot are com-
peting in their second race, 
but couldn’t beat Toyota 
and Alpine

Over in LMP2, on track simulta-
neously with the five Hypercars, 
the #38 Jota Oreca 07-Gibson 
was the class of the field, with 
Antonio Felix da Costa almost 
immediately setting the fastest 
lap of the session for the class.

With no one else able to beat 
the Portuguese ace, the battle 
was on for second and third in 
the class, in order to get the best 
starting position possible for the 
race. Future Ferrari factory driver 
Nicklas Nielsen was able to pip 
everyone else with the second 
fastest lap in the #83 AF Corse 
Oreca 07-Gibson, which also 
makes the #83 the top LMP2 
Pro/Am car.

However, it was a close run thing 
with the two WRTs, #41 Real-
Team by WRT Oreca 07-Gibson 
and #31 Oreca 07-Gibson, driven 
by Ferdinand Habsburg and Rob-
in Frijns.

The two will start the race in 
third and fourth, just a few 
tenths slower than Nielsen, with 
Habsburg doing a great job to 
outqualify the always-rapid Fri-
jns.

Michael Christiansen took pole 
for Porsche in GTE-Pro, but the 
real action was in GTE-Am, where 
just 0.062s came between Sarah 
Bovy taking her second consecu-
tive WEC pole position in the #85 
Iron Dames Ferrari 488 GTE EVO.

But it wasn’t to be. #33 TF Sport 
Aston Martin Vantage AMR’s Ben 
Keating, often said to be one of 
the fastest amateur racing driv-

ers in the world, pipped Bovy to 
the post by that small margin. 
Franck Dezoteux, driving the #71 
Spirit of Race Ferrari 488 GTE 
EVO, wasn’t far off either, only 
nine hundredths off Bovy.

In GTE-Pro, Christiansen, driv-
ing the #92 Porsche 911 RSR-19, 
was never truly challenged for 
pole, his initial fastest lap, a 1m 
36.371s, holding throughout the 
session as the other four cars in 
the class set their laps.

The #51 AF Corse Ferrari 488 
GTE EVO of James Calado was 
second fastest, some 0.195s off 
Christiansen. In third was the 
sister #91 Porsche 911 RSR-19 of 
Gianmaria Bruni, 0.234s off his 
teammate.

Of the lap, Christiansen said after 
qualifying: “I’m happy with the 
lap. There was a small mistake on 
the first lap but the second time 
I was able to optimise a bit and 
get everything together and get 
the pole position, which is good 
for tomorrow. It’s very important 
that we get every point that we 
can as it’s a tight championship.”



RACE
HIGHLIGHTS

This was, in every sense, 
Toyota’s race to lose. Alpine, 

still running the Oreca-built 
ex-Rebellion R13, rechristened 
the Alpine A480, had been 
pegged back significantly by 
balance of performance adjust-
ments following its emphatic 
Monza win in July, which meant 
it couldn’t compete on pace or 
energy usage against the Toyo-
tas at Fuji International Speed-
way. 

Peugeot, still getting bed-
ded into FIA World Endurance 
Championship competition, 
were also not quite on either 
Toyota’s or Alpine’s level yet, 
based on qualifying. As such, 

the Japanese manufacturer had 
taken pole position the previ-
ous day, also locking out the 
front row.

At the start, the Toyotas re-
tained the lead over the #36 
Alpine A480 of Andre Negrao, 
with Kobayashi leading and 
Sebastien Buemi second. The 
two Peugeots followed through 
in fourth and fifth. With it be-
ing Toyotas race to lose, they 
never actually lost the lead of 
the race between the two cars. 
Kobayashi kept the lead from 
Buemi for the first hour until 
the initial round of pit stops, 
before pitting first, a lap before 
Buemi.

Toyota take dominant 1-2 win 
on home soil under the shad-
ow of Mount Fuji

#31 WRT wins LMP2 after 
fierce race-long battle with 
Jota

Ferrari control entire race in 
GTE-Pro, with another 1-2 
finish, #51 ahead of #52

#33 TF Sport Aston Martin 
wins GTE-Am in front of #85 
Iron Dames Ferrari

With tyre degradation high on 
the left hand side at Fuji, Toy-
ota opted to change just the 
left-hand side tyres every stop, 
changing the right-hand side 
tyres every other stop. Alpine 
and Peugeot opted not to do 
this, slowing them down fur-
ther — although they had very 
little chance of winning without 
issues for either Toyota any-
way.

In the second hour, Buemi’s 
pace eclipsed Kobayashi’s and 
he was able to pass his team-
mate under team orders. From 
there, for the rest of the race, 
the gap just kept growing, until 
the end of the race when it fin-
ished with Ryo Hirakawa 1m 8s 
ahead of Mike Conway. Behind 
them, James Rossiter in the 
#94 Peugeot 9X8 was the fast-
er of the two Peugeots in the 
opening hours of the race. Ac-
cordingly, he got past Jean-Eric 
Vergne, who was somewhat 
off the pace, unusually for the 
typically-rapid Frenchman.

After the pit stops, Rossit-
er then took third off Negrao, 
and retained it for the entire 
stint. Negrao, whose Alpine 
was stronger in the corners but 
lacked sufficient grunt down 
the long main straight at Fuji, 
struggled to pass Rossiter, al-
though was generally remain-
ing in touch with the Brit.

But it all unravelled for Peu-
geot in the second half of the 

race; first up, the #94 was bil-
lowing smoke out of its central 
exhaust, with Loic Duval pitting 
the car. It was later revealed 
that an oil leak had caused a 
turbo failure, necessitating a 
replacement. This was done 
within 20 minutes — typical-
ly quick for a sportscar racer, 
all modular and easily fixable 
these days — and got back out 
on track, although many laps 
down. (Below) Toyota led from the 

start and didn’t look back

Toyota dominate at Fuji with a 1-2



Then, the #93 had the same issue, 
requiring them to pit as well and 
dropping time.

Alpine, then, secured third place, 
albeit two laps down from the 
lead #8 Toyota at the flag. In 
fourth was the #93 Peugeot 9X8 
of Jean-Eric Vergne, Gustavo 
Menzes and Paul di Resta, seven 
laps down. The #94 Peugeot 9X8 
of Mikkel Jensen, Loic Duval and 
James Rossiter finished fifth in 
class and 20th overall.

Ryo Hirakawa, still in his first sea-
son as a top line Toyota factory 
driver in the WEC, was in the #8 
Toyota GR010 as he crossed the 
line to win. 

“Fuji is my home track and the 
place where I grew up as a rac-
ing driver, so it is emotional to 
win here in a World Championship 
race,” said Hirakawa, after climb-
ing out of the car. “After winning 
Le Mans, I came here and really 
wanted to win my home race so 
I felt a bit of pressure. But the 
whole team did a great job. I en-
joyed my two stints and it was 
a great feeling to take the cheq-
uered flag. 

“Now we are joint leaders of the 
World Championship and I think 
we are in good shape going into 
the last race of the season. We will 
enjoy this result tonight and then 
focus on winning the World Cham-
pionship in Bahrain.”

Kamui Kobayashi, driver for the 
#7 Toyota GR010 and also Toyota 
Gazoo Racing team principal was 

happy, albeit that he finished sec-
ond.

“The 6 Hours of Fuji is a very im-
portant race and this is the best 
possible result for TOYOTA GAZOO 
Racing,” said Kobayashi. “Every-
body in the team worked so hard 
for this and did a great job, with 
no mistakes; I am very proud of 
everyone. The competition is in-
tense in Hypercar but our race 
went really smoothly. We had a 
strong performance, which is a 
result of the big effort from the 
team, as well as great support 
from the Toyota family and all our 
partners. 

“Thank you to the fans who 
cheered for us; it has been a fan-
tastic experience to race here at 
Fuji Speedway again, especially in 
such brilliant weather. This part of 
our job is done but now we focus 
on Bahrain, where we are pushing 
to win both World Championships. 
This is important for us so we will 
keep our focus and do our best.”

Over in LMP2, the #31 WRT Oreca 
07-Gibson of Sean Gelael, Robin 
Frijns and Dries Vanthoor, won af-
ter a fierce battle with Jota.

The #8 Jota Oreca 07-Gibson 
started on pole, but Sean Gelael in 
the #31 WRT took an early lead in 
the first hour. Jonathan Aberdein, 
racing the sister #28 Jota Oreca 
07-Gibson, spun on the first but by 
the end of the stint, had recovered 
to be challenging Gelael for the 
lead after the pitstops.

Frijns, Gelael’s WRT co-driver, and 

(Top) The foothills of Mount 
Fuji is a stunning location 

for a race

(Right) The Ferraris led the 
class



(Top) Peugeot were in con-
tention for a podium until 

reliability issues hit

(Right) #33 TF Sport won a 
tough GTE-Am battle

Aberdein’s teammate Ed Jones 
fought for the lead over the next 
hour, with Jones doing well to 
keep the Dutchman behind him. 
However, at the next round of 
stops, the #31 WRT was three 
seconds faster in the pits, giving 
the #31 WRT a buffer which was 
then gradually extended.

That was the way it finished, with 
the #31 WRT of Gelael, Frijns and 
Dries Vanthoor, standing in for 
Rene Rast, prevailed and won 
by a lap over the #38 Jota Oreca 
07-Gibson, with Antonio Felix da 
Costa, Will Stevens and Rober-
to Gonzalez behind the wheel at 
various points throughout the 
race. In third was Aberdein, Jones, 
and Oliver Rasmussen in the oth-
er Jota, #28 Jota Oreca 07-Gib-
son, which dropped back behind 
its team car in the second half of 
the race.

“I’m very happy with the result, it 
was very close with the Jota cars 
the whole weekend, they had 
faster qualifying pace, but in the 
race, we were very strong,” said 
Frijns after the race. “Sean did a 
great job at the start and Dries 
as well in order to manage tyres. 
Today we proved that when there 
are no technical issues, we are 
always in a position to fight for 
the win.”

Ferrari dominated GTE-Pro to 
take a 1-2 victory, with #51 Ferrari 
488 GTE EVO ahead of the sister 
#52, James Calado and Alessan-
dro Pier Guidi winning followed 
by Antonio Fuoco and Miguel 
Molina. While the Porsches were 
quick and were able to take pole 

for the race, they suffered with 
tyre degradation at the high-
wear Fuji, and were not able to 
keep up with Ferrari over a stint.

Fuoco did take the lead from 
Calado in the second half the 
race and built up a five second 
lead, but the pit-hose cable for 
the wheel gun became wrapped 
around the rear wing, costing the 
car valuable seconds which Cala-
do used to real Fuoco in. Calado 
then had the pace to overtake 
Fuoco in the final hour, winning 
by just three tenths of a second 
in a hard-fought victory.

The best Porsche could manage 
was third, with the #92 Porsche 
911 RSR-19 of Kevin Estre and 
Michael Christiansen not pos-
sessing the pace of the Ferraris 
through the race, finishing 31 
seconds adrift.

“We enjoyed a great race with 
both cars, achieving a significant 
result for the drivers’ and con-
structors’ standings,” Calado said 
after the race. “At the start, I took 
first position by overtaking Estre. 
Then we ran a good race, always 
sporting, and managed the tyres 
as best as possible. Now our 
minds turn to the season finale 
at Bahrain, where, as always, it 
won’t be easy, but we will cer-
tainly give one hundred per cent 
as a team to secure our third 
world title”.

Pier Guidi, Calado’s teammate 
in the #51 Ferrari, added: “Af-
ter three years, coming back to 
Japan and racing in front of so 
many fans was really exciting. 

(Below) Ferrari dominat-
ed GTE-Pro to take a 1-2 
victory at a canter



Achieving first and second place 
for Ferrari is enormously impor-
tant for the championship, where 
we have now also moved into top 
spot in the constructors’ stand-
ings. The key to success? I think 
the choice of tyres enabled us 
to be consistent throughout the 
stints”.

Finally, in GTE-Am, the #33 TF 
Sport Aston Martin Vantage of 
Henrique Chaves, Ben Keating 
and Marco Sorensen took home 
the victory, 35 seconds ahead of 
the #85 Iron Dames Ferrari 488 
GTE EVO, of Sarah Bovy, Michelle 
Gatting and Rahal Frey, with the 
all-female squad continuing to 
wait for its first win in WEC com-
petition after two consecutive 
second-place finishes.

At points through the race it 
looked as though the Iron Dames 
might have been able to win it, 
but with pro driver Sorensen in 
the #33 Aston Martin Vantage 
AMR for the final stint, he was 
able to build a gap and control 
the race from the lead.

In third was the #777 D’Station 
Racing Aston Martin Vantage 
AMR of Charlie Fagg, Satoshi Ho-
shino and Tomonobu Fuji, who at 
times also looked like they were 
in contention for the win, leading 
at points in the first half of the 
race. However, they slipped back 
into third behind the Iron Dames, 
eventually finishing 16 seconds 
behind.

(Top) Hirakawa crossed 
the line over a minute 

ahead of Conway

(Right) Fans were out in full 
force following the 

pandemic



WINNERS

POS DRIVERS CAR CHASSIS GAP

1  Sébastien Buemi / Brendon Hartley / Ryo Hirakawa Toyota GR010 – Hybrid HYPERCAR  

2  Mike Conway / Kamui Kobayashi / Jose Maria Lopez Toyota GR010 – Hybrid HYPERCAR 62.382

3  Andre Negrao / Nicolas Lapierre / Matthieu Vaxiviere Alpine A480 HYPERCAR 2 Laps

4  Paul di Resta / Mikkel Jensen / Jean-Eric Vergne Peugeot 9X8 HYPERCAR 7 Laps

5  Sean Gelael / Robin Frijns / Dries Vanthoor Oreca 07 LMP2 7 Laps

6  Roberto Gonzalez / Antonio Felix da Costa / Will Stevens Oreca 07 LMP2 8 Laps

7  Oliver Rasmussen / Ed Jones / Jonathan Aberdein Oreca 07 LMP2 8 Laps

8  Rui Andrade / Ferdinand Habsburg / Norman Nato Oreca 07 LMP2 8 Laps

9  Alex Lynn / Oliver Jarvis / Josh Pierson Oreca 07 LMP2 8 Laps

10  Robert Kubica / Louis Deletraz / Lorenzo Colombo Oreca 07 LMP2 8 Laps

11  Philip Hanson / Filipe Albuquerque / Will Owen Oreca 07 LMP2 8 Laps

12  Lilou Wadoux / Paul-Loup Chatin / Charles Milesi Oreca 07 LMP2 9 Laps

13  Renger van der Zande / Ryan Cullen / Sébastien Bourdais Oreca 07 LMP2 9 Laps

14  François Perrodo / Nicklas Nielsen / Alessio Rovera Oreca 07 LMP2 9 Laps

15  Jakub Smiechowski / Alex Brundle / Esteban Gutierrez Oreca 07 LMP2 10 Laps

16  Jean Baptiste Lahaye / Matthieu Lahaye / François Heriau Oreca 07 LMP2 11 Laps

17  Alessandro Pier Guidi / James Calado Ferrari 488 GTE EVO LMGTE PRO 15 Laps

18  Miguel Molina / Antonio Fuoco Ferrari 488 GTE EVO LMGTE PRO 15 Laps

19  Michael Christensen / Kevin Estre Porsche 911 RSR – 19 LMGTE PRO 15 Laps

20  Loic Duval / Gustavo Menezes / James Rossiter Peugeot 9X8 HYPERCAR 15 Laps

RESULT

 SÉBASTIEN BUEMI / BRENDON HARTLEY / RYO HIRAKAWA



 

TOP        SHOT
Sordo makes a splash in his 
Hyundai during Rally Greece
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IMSA REDUCES DRIVE TIME FOR 
BRONZE DRIVERS FOR 2023

PORSCHE CONFIRMS IT WILL NOT RACE THE 
963 AT BAHRAIN 8 HOURS 

Porsche has confirmed it will 
not race its new 963 LMDh 
prototype at the FIA World 
Endurance Championship’s 
8 Hours of Bahrain, as 
previously planned. Instead, 
the German manufacturer 
will embark on further testing 
in the United States with its 
works partner team, Penske, 
who will race the cars in 
both the IMSA WeatherTech 
Sportscar Championship and 
FIA WEC.

The Porsche 963 has not yet 
been homologated for racing 
in either series, and it would 
have raced pre-homologation 
at Bahrain too. This is due 
to special dispensation from 
the FIA for LMDh cars to race 
in the WEC this year, prior to 
their homologation for racing 
in the series next year.

In a statement, Porsche 
said: “It was an interesting 
option for Porsche Penske 
Motorsport to use the FIA 
WEC race at Bahrain as 
an additional test but we 
opted against this due to 
different reasons. We want to 
maximise track time and be 
as cost efficient as possible. 
Based on this, we decided to 
add two more tests in the US. 

“Furthermore, FIA WEC uses 
sea freight for the Bahrain 
race logistics. This implicates 
that important car parts for 
track testing would have been 
intangible for a long time.”

In 2023 the car, and Porsche 
Penske Motorsport, will race 
in the Hyperclass in the 
FIA WEC, and in the new-

for-2023 GTP class in IMSA. 
While Penske will campaign 
two cars in each series as 
full works entries on behalf 
of Porsche, customers will 
also race the cars both in the 
United States and in the world 
championship.

In IMSA, JDC Miller 
Motorsports, which currently 
races the Cadillac DPi car, will 
race the 963 as a customer. 
And in WEC, Jota, an LMP2 
team as of right now, will 
step up to Hypercar with a 
963 entry. There are still two 
customer cars available, one 
for each series, with Porsche 
saying it will announce who 
will race these cars at a later 
date.

IMSA has reduced the minimum 
drive time for bronze-rated 
drivers in its headline series, the 
IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship, for next year. 
In a two hour 40 minute race, 
bronze drivers will have to 
drive for a minimum of 35 
minutes from 2023, down 
from 45 minutes this year, 
the sanctioning body has 
announced.

This follows the news that the 
Bob Akin Bronze Cup, which 
IMSA is introducing to the series 
in 2023, will honour the top 
bronze-rated drivers each race 
in GTD.

Bob Akin was an American 
racing driver who competed in 
sportscar racing in the 1980s, 
winning the 12 Hours of Sebring 
twice overall, in 1979 and 1986, 
and a further time in class, in 
1983, finishing second overall. 
He also finished a best of fourth 
at the 24 Hours of Le Mans, in 
1984, also his last appearance 

in the French classic, after five 
previous attempts, all of which 
ended in DNFs. Akin died in 
2002 after a crash while testing 
a 1988 Nissan GTP car.

The driver who wins the 
Bob Akin Bronze Cup will be 
celebrated and honoured at the 
season-ending WeatherTech 
Night of Champions, and will 
also gain an automatic entry 
into the following year’s 24 
Hours of Le Mans.

Finally, IMSA will also let any 
driver, whether they’re ranked 
bronze, silver, or gold qualify 
the car in 2023 events, marking 
a change from this year. But, in 
order to mitigate some teams 
having more experienced 
professionals qualifying the 
car while others have bronze 
amateurs, any non-bronze 
driver qualifying a car will be 
required to start on the tyres 
they qualified on. Bronze drivers 
who qualify will have free choice 
of tyres.

IMSA’s GTD class is populated partly by bronze drivers

Porsche unveiled the 963 at Goodwood 
Festival of Speed earlier this year



PORSCHE CONTINUES 963 
TESTS WITH DAYTONA OUTING

Porsche’s US testing 
programme for the new 963 
has continued with a test 
at Daytona International 
Speedway in Florida in the last 
few days. Daytona is, of course, 
the home of the Rolex 24 at 
Daytona, traditionally the first 
big motor race of the calendar 
year.

As such, it will be where the 
963, the latest in a long line 
of Porsche prototypes, makes 
its debut. Not only that, but 
the class it will race in, named 
GTP, will also make its debut 
at next year’s Rolex 24 at 
Daytona, along with new cars 
from Cadillac, Acura and fellow 
new entrant and German 
manufacturer BMW.

While Porsche has made no 
official press comment on 
how the two-test at Daytona 
went, it is believed the test was 
successful. The team has now 
completed 16,599 kilometres 
over the past few months with 
the 963, including racking up 
2,000km at Daytona alone with 

drivers Dane Cameron, Matt 
Campbell and Mathieu Jaminet 
at the wheel over the two days.

The three are part of Porsche 
eight driver lineup confirmed 
to be driving the 963. The 
American, Australian, and 
Frenchman — all experienced 
IMSA drivers — will be joined 
as Porsche 963 factory drivers 
by Laurens Vanthoor, Kevin 
Estre, Andre Lotterer, Michael 
Christiansen and Felipe Nasr.

That line-up will probably be 
added to, as the WEC line-
up will require three drivers 
in each car and IMSA will 
require at least two in each 
car, meaning a minimum of 
10. It is currently not known 
which drivers will race where — 
Porsche will confirm that nearer 
the time of the car’s debut.

ALPINE PEGGED BACK IN 6 HOURS OF FUJI 
BOP ADJUSTMENTS 

The Alpine A480 had been 
given reduced power and 
usable energy for the World 
Endurance Championship’s 
6 Hours of Fuji, with Toyota’s 
weight also decreased for the 
race at their home track.

Alpine lost 29kW of power 
compared to Monza — 
around 39 horsepower. This 
is the largest balance of 
performance adjustment for 
the team this year, overtaking 
the previous largest 
adjustment of 20kW, received 
for winning the 1000 Miles of 
Sebring back in March.

It also had a usable energy 
reduction over a stint of 43MJ, 
meaning it had 752MJ of 
usable energy over a single 
fuel stint. This reduced the 

length of the Alpine’s stints, 
meanwhile the Toyota stint 
lengths did not changed.

Toyota, and Peugeot too, also 
had the weight of their cars 
reduced by 18kg, with the 
Toyota weighting 1053kg and 
the Peugeot weighing 1061kg. 
At Monza, the Toyota ran at 
1071kg and the Peugeot at 
1079kg.

In GTE-Pro, the Monza-
winning Corvette C8.R had 
a weight increase of 10kg, 
with Nick Tandy and Tommy 
Milner’s steed weighing 
1265 kg. The event marked 
Corvette’s first WEC visit to 
Japan, with the team out to 
impress at Fuji. The Porsche 
911 RSR-19 also received 
a weight reduction of 5kg, 

as well as a fuel capacity 
increase of two litres and 
an air restrictor diameter 
increase of 0.4mm.

Finally, the Ferrari 488 GTE 
EVO received a fuel capacity 
reduction of three litres.

The Aston Martin Vantage 
AMR, which only races 
in GTE-Am in the hands 
of customer teams, also 
received a one litre fuel 
capacity reduction, while the 
fuel capacity changes for 
Ferrari and Porsche in GTE-
Pro were mirrored in GTE-Am. 
The Porsche’s air restrictor 
diameter’s increase was also 
mirrored, but was a slightly 
smaller increase.

Alpine had significant 
power reductions for Fuji

Porsche tested the 963 at 
Daytona International Speedway



 

TOP        SHOT
The new Formula 3 Champion 

Victor Martins tributes 
Anthoine Hubert, the last 

ART GP racer to win 
out in F3/GP3



SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS
2022 DTM SERIES



RACE 1
HIGHLIGHTS

For the first time, a Porsche 
took pole position in a DTM 

race. Norwegian Dennis Ols-
en with the 911 run by the SSR 
Performance team posted a 
time of 2:30.488s to claim the 
top spot ahead of Thomas 
Preining, who was 0.146 sec-
onds down on a rain-soaked 
track.

With a lights-to-flag victory, 
Dennis Olsen secured his maid-
en win in his still fresh DTM 
career. After a pair of second 
places at Norisring and Nür-
burgring, it is the long-awaited 
maiden DTM race win for Olsen. 

Classified second and third 
respectively, reigning DTM 

champion Maximilian Götz and 
Olsen’s fellow Porsche driver 
Thomas Preining joined him on 
the podium. Götz had started 
from fourth on the grid and 
was able to make up two plac-
es over the race distance of 50 
minutes plus one lap to score 
his first podium finish of the 
season. 

Austrian Thomas Preining had 
a good chance of victory fol-
lowing a good qualifying result 
in second place, but tempo-
rarily dropped back to ninth 
following contact and a spin 
on the opening lap, then still 
claimed back third place.
“I am super, super happy,” said 
Olsen. “We have been working 

First pole position for a Por-
sche in DTM as Olsen takes 
pole in the wet

Olsen follows that up with a 
light-to-flag victory for SSR 
Performance

Championship leader Sheldon 
Van Der Linde failed to score 
points, but remains top of the 
standings

for this so hard all year. Initially, 
it was really tough, but since 
Norisring, we have had a good 
trend until now and we defi-
nitely have the potential. Final-
ly, we have claimed victory. A 
mega good feeling.”

For Lucas Auer, the race was a 
dramatic affair. Having start-
ed from third place, he initially 
dropped out of the point-scor-
ing positions due to mishap 
during the pit stop. He made a 
strong recovery, but his work-
ing day was over prematurely. 
On lap 16, the Austrian had a 
puncture and had to park his 
car in the pits following a duel 
with teammate Götz. After the 
recent round at Nürburgring, 
Auer had come to Belgium 
in third place of the drivers’ 
standings, but with his retire-
ment from the Saturday race, 
he dropped back to fifth in the 
championship.

Local heroes Laurens Vanthoor 
and Esteban Muth didn’t have 
luck on their side in their first 
home race. Porsche works driv-
er Vanthoor had a good per-
spective, starting from fifth on 
the grid, however, he clipped 
the wall while exiting the pit 
lane and damaged his car in 
such a way that he, too, was 
forced to retire. Muth missed 
out on scoring points by finish-
ing 13th with the Walkenhorst 
BMW.

Classified twelfth, points’ lead-

er Sheldon van der Linde didn’t 
score any points either, but 
remains on top of the drivers’ 
standings with 110 points. Rival 
Mirko Bortolotti started from 
20th place, made up twelve 
positions and eventually ended 
up eighth, the Italian scoring 
four points as a result. Now 
at 93 points, he still dropped 
to third in the standings. In 
the battle for the title, three-

time champion René Rast has 
moved up to second following 
his fourth-place finish, race 
winner Olsen (87) is now fourth.

A maiden DTM victory for Porsche and Olsen

(Bottom) Lucas Auer’s race 
ended prematurely 



WINNER

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1  Dennis Olsen Porsche 911 GT3 R

2  Maximilian Götz Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 0.818

3  Thomas Preining Porsche 911 GT3 R 6.972

4  René Rast Audi R8 LMS Evo II 16.127

5  Kelvin van der Linde Audi R8 LMS Evo II 20.772

6  Nico Müller Audi R8 LMS Evo II 21.102

7  Felipe Fraga Ferrari 488 GT3 Evo 2020 22.504

8  Mirko Bortolotti Lamborghini Huracán GT3 Evo 27.636

9  Marco Wittmann BMW M4 GT3 29.319

10  Nick Cassidy Ferrari 488 GT3 Evo 2020 29.996

11  David Schumacher Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 31.116

12  Sheldon Van Der Linde BMW M4 GT3 31.174

13  Esteban Muth BMW M4 GT3 31.420

14  Arjun Maini Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 31.666

15  Luca Stolz Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 32.540

16  Maximilian Buhk Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 32.817

17  Marius Zug Audi R8 LMS Evo II 35.696

18  Ricardo Feller Audi R8 LMS Evo II 35.803

19  Rolf Ineichen Lamborghini Huracán GT3 Evo 59.316

20  Alessio Deledda Lamborghini Huracán GT3 Evo 1’28.293

21  Dev Gore Audi R8 LMS Evo II 2’07.883

22  Clemens Schmid Lamborghini Huracán GT3 Evo 1 Lap

23  Mikael Grenier Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 7 Laps

24  Lucas Auer Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 7 Laps

25  Maro Engel Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 9 Laps

26  Laurens Vanthoor Porsche 911 GT3 R 10 Laps

27  Philipp Eng BMW M4 GT3 16 Laps

RESULT 1

DENNIS OLSEN



RACE 2
HIGHLIGHTS

Rene Rast made the most of 
drying conditions to take 

pole position for Sunday’s DTM 
race. A time of 2:23.424s, the 
three-time DTM champion 
drove his Team ABT Audi to the 
best starting grid position for 
the second time this season 
and the 22nd time in his career.

New Zealander Nick Cassidy 
took his maiden race win in 
DTM. The 28-year-old Ferrari 
driver from the Red Bull Al-
phaTauri AF Corse team came 
out on top in the Sunday race 
at the Spa-Francorchamps 
Grand Prix circuit in extreme-
ly exciting two-way battles at 
the front of the field. Having 
started from third place on the 

grid, Cassidy emerged as the 
delighted race winner from 
Sheldon van der Linde with the 
Schubert BMW and Thomas 
Preining with the KÜS Team 
Bernhard Porsche. 

South African Sheldon van 
der Linde got his race off to a 
good start, immediately over-
took pole-sitter Rast and led 
the field until he came in for 
his mandatory pit stop at the 
end of lap nine. During his 
stop, there was an issue with 
the left front wheel, extending 
it to over eleven seconds and 
costing him the lead. Subse-
quently, Cassidy had to work 
hard on several occasions to 
defend the lead: “It really is a 

Cassidy and Rast make con-
tact at the start of the race

Thrilling duel ends with Rast 
retiring with a puncture

Cassidy claims maiden win 
although it wasn’t a straight-
forward victory

Auer recovers from P10 to P4

fantastic feeling and winning 
in this championship is some-
thing that had been on my list 
for a long time.  The battle with 
René was very, very hard and 
so was the one with Sheldon 
on cold tyres. And yes, I went 
all-in, I had nothing to lose, but 
I definitely wanted to win and I 
left nothing untried.”

Rast, having been overtaken by 
Sheldon van der Linde at the 
start, tangled with Cassidy in a 
direct duel which lasted several 
laps. The contact would have 
resulted in a five-second time 
penalty, but Rast had to park 
his car following a puncture 
in the closing stages, which 
prompted a full-course yellow. 

The restart with only one lap 
remaining spiced up the action 
once again. During the spec-
tacular formation start, Cassidy 
had the upper hand over van 
der Linde. Third on the podium, 
like on the previous day, was 
Porsche works driver Thomas 
Preining.

Swiss driver Rolf Ineichen post-
ed the fastest race lap time 
with the GRT Grasser Racing 
Team Lamborghini in the race 
on Sunday and earned his first 
point in the drivers’ standings 
as a result.

After the eleventh and twelfth 
race of the season, Sheldon 
van der Linde remains the 

leader in the standings at 130 
points. Meanwhile, he is 32 
points ahead of second-placed 
Lucas Auer. Next up is Rast 
(96) and Italian Mirko Bortolotti 
(94, GRT Lamborghini).

Birthday boy Lucas Auer start-
ed from tenth on the grid, 
worked his way up and tem-
porarily had very good chanc-
es of a podium finish, but just 

missed out and came fourth. 

The Austrian intends to score 
further points in his home 
round at Red Bull Ring in a 
fortnight. At Spielberg, the bat-
tle for the 2022 DTM champi-
on’s title goes into the penulti-
mate round. 

Cassidy beats Van de Linde for maiden win

(Below) The cars tackle the 
revised Eau Rouge corner



WINNER

RESULT 2
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Sheldon van der Linde 130

2 Lucas Auer 98

3 Rene Rast 96

4 Mirko Bortolotti 94

5 Dennis Olsen 87

6 Luca Stolz 82

7 Thomas Preining 81

8 Nico Muller 78

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Schubert Motorsport 176

2 Team Abt 174

3 Mercedes AMG Winward 167

4 SSR Performance 117

5 AF Corse 102

6 GRT Grasser 101

7 Audi Sport Team Rosberg 96

8 Mercedes AMG HRT 94

TEAMS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

NICK CASSIDY

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1  Nick Cassidy Ferrari 488 GT3 Evo 2020

2  Sheldon Van Der Linde BMW M4 GT3 0.680

3  Thomas Preining Porsche 911 GT3 R 1.673

4  Lucas Auer Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 2.756

5  Luca Stolz Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 3.013

6  Mikael Grenier Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 4.541

7  Philipp Eng BMW M4 GT3 5.863

8  Felipe Fraga Ferrari 488 GT3 Evo 2020 6.565

9  Marco Wittmann BMW M4 GT3 6.837

10  Mirko Bortolotti Lamborghini Huracán GT3 Evo 7.096

11  Arjun Maini Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 7.948

12  Laurens Vanthoor Porsche 911 GT3 R 8.387

13  Ricardo Feller Audi R8 LMS Evo II 8.821

14  Kelvin van der Linde Audi R8 LMS Evo II 9.372

15  Maximilian Götz Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 9.735

16  Marius Zug Audi R8 LMS Evo II 11.769

17  Rolf Ineichen Lamborghini Huracán GT3 Evo 15.768

18  Alessio Deledda Lamborghini Huracán GT3 Evo 17.150

19  Dennis Olsen Porsche 911 GT3 R 17.239

20  David Schumacher Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 53.368

21  Maximilian Buhk Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 56.607

22  Nico Müller Audi R8 LMS Evo II 1’09.200

23  Maro Engel Mercedes-AMG GT3 Evo 1 Lap

24  Esteban Muth BMW M4 GT3 1 Lap

25  Dev Gore Audi R8 LMS Evo II 1 Lap

26  Clemens Schmid Lamborghini Huracán GT3 Evo 3 Laps

27  René Rast Audi R8 LMS Evo II 4 Laps



SNAPSHOT

BMW v 
Porsche

Porsche 
1-2 at Spa

Fighting 
into Turn 1



 

TOP        SHOT
The start of the race saw some 

cars run wide into the new 
gravel trap
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BEZZECCHI CONFIRMED FOR 
SECOND DANCE WITH VR46

MOTOGP SIGNS PRE-AGREEMENT TO HOLD 
EVENT IN SAUDI ARABIA 

MotoGP organisers Dorna 
Sports have announced the 
series has signed a letter of 
intent to bring two-wheeled 
premier class racing to 
Saudi Arabia following the 
construction of a new track.

The Spanish organisation 
unveiled plans to take MotoGP 
to Saudi Arabia in conjunction 
with the Saudi Motorsport 
Company, an outlet that 
has so far seen success in 
bringing world-renowned 
series such as Formula 1, 
Formula E as well as the 
gruelling Dakar Rally to the 
country in recent years.  

While no timeline was given 
in terms of the first Saudi 
Arabian MotoGP event – or 
the construction time of the 
planned motorcycle venue 
that will be homologated to 
both FIA and FIM regulations 

- the joint statement between 
Dorna and the SMC did 
reveal that a new talent 
development programme 
for Saudi riders would be 
established.

The new initiative – dubbed 
the Road to MotoGP 
programme – will be designed 
to help nurture talented 
young Saudi riders all the way 
through the grand prix racing 
ladder, with the ultimate goal 
to eventually develop a Saudi 
MotoGP world champion. 

“We are excited to confirm the 
signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding with DORNA 
today which clearly outlines 
our shared goal of bringing 
MotoGP to Saudi Arabia,” 
said HRH Prince Khalid 
Bin Sultan Al Abdullah Al-
Faisal, Chairman of the Saudi 
Automobile and Motorcycle 

Federation and the Saudi 
Motorsport Company.
“It makes perfect sense to 
add the world’s greatest 
motorcycle racing series to 
our growing list of world-
class racing events. We 
look forward to working 
with Dorna to deliver on our 
shared commitment to bring 
the pinnacle of two-wheeled 
racing to Saudi Arabia and 
to continue to provide more 
opportunities and initiatives 
to enrich the lives of all our 
residents.”

Saudi Arabia’s current premier 
racing facility is the Jeddah 
Corniche street circuit that 
takes place in the port city of 
Jeddah on the west coast of 
the country, which hosts the 
Formula 1 event as well as the 
recently-announced World 
Touring Car Cup event later 
this year. 

Marco Bezzecchi will remain 
with the VR46 Ducati outfit 
for his sophomore MotoGP 
campaign in 2023, the 
Italian outfit announced last 
week. VR46 confirmed that 
Bezzecchi’s original deal he 
signed to move up to the 
premier class for this year was 
for two years, giving him a 
further season to develop and 
nurture his talent with a view to 
further future success. 

It was not disclosed which 
specification of Desmosedici 
he would receive in his second 
full season, as Bezzecchi is 
currently running a year-old 
2021 version of the machine 
while team-mate Luca Marini 
– who is also expected to be 
confirmed with the team soon – 
is enjoying a current-spec bike. 

“I’m so happy to confirm and 
announce that, the agreement 
I signed last year was for two 
years, so in 2023 I will continue 
riding for the Mooney VR46 
Racing Team on the Ducati!,” 
said Bezzecchi. “I’m proud 
to wear and represent the 

colours of the VR46 family, 
Vale and the Valentino Rossi 
Riders Academy that has been 
always supporting me, together 
with the Team and personal 
partners. 

“The technical and mechanical 
staff group we created these 
years is full new, rookie in all 
of the aspects with technicians 
coming from Moto2 and other 
with new roles, but we are 
completely satisfied with what 
we’ve achieving so far. We keep 
focus on this 2022 season, 
trying to finish this first year in 
MotoGP with the best result, 
before starting to face the next 
season.”

Bezzecchi currently sits 14th 
in the riders standings with six 
races still to run as the highest-
placed rookie, the Italian’s 68 
points haul nearly three-times 
that of next-best newcomer 
Fabio Di Gianantonio, who also 
runs a 2021-specification Ducati 
but with the Gresini team.



MONZA
2022 FIA FORMULA 2 CHAMPIONSHIP



SPRINT RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

Juri Vips finally took a race win 
in the 2022 Formula 2 season, 
as he bested the field to come 
out on top at the Sprint Race 
from Monza.

However, all of the headlines 
went to Felipe Drugovich, 
who, despite retiring from the 
race, became the 2022 F2 
Champion. 

Drugovich started from lower 
down the field, and all he had 
to do was stay out of trouble 
and the title would likely be his 
– however on the opening lap, 
he got caught up in an incident 
with Amaury Cordeel and broke 

his suspension.

He was forced back to the 
pit lane to watch on from the 
sidelines, where he witnessed 
his only remaining challenger 
in Theo Pourchaire endure a 
painful race.

The ART Grand Prix driver had 
to reach sixth place in order 
to keep his title hopes alive, 
but Pourchaire only slipped 
backward, allowing Drugovich 
to seal the championship.

“I think it takes a bit of time 
to sink in, then you actually 
realise you're the champion,” 

Drugovich retires but still wins F2 
championship

Pourchaire endures nightmare race 
as title hopes end

Vips takes first F2 win of 2022

Verschoor drops from P5 to P8 with 
post-race penalty

Drugovich said. “I think when 
you start you always have a 
dream of being in F1, but then 
going through you realise 
how difficult it is to be an 
F2 Champion as well, which 
is everything you can do to 
match that dream, and it 
suddenly it becomes a dream 
to be an F2 Champion as 
well. Since a kid I was already 
dreaming about this moment. 
It's such an unreal feeling to be 
here.”

Out in front, Vips took the 
lead from Frederick Vesti on 
lap four, throwing it down 
the inside of the Mercedes 
junior driver at the first corner 
following a Safety Car restart.

From there, he controlled the 
pace out in front and went on 
to bring home the race win 
that escaped him on multiple 
occasions during the 2022 
season.

Jehan Daruvala crossed the line 
to take the final spot on the 
podium, ahead of the Carlin 
duo of Logan Sargeant and 
Liam Lawson.

Richard Verschoor split the 
Carlin drivers in the original 
classification, but a post-race 
penalty saw him drop to eighth 
place.

Jack Doohan was sixth, ahead 
of David Beckmann. Dennis 
Hauger and Marcus Armstrong 

rounded out the top 10.

Vips takes first 2022 win as Drugovich 
seals F2 title

(Bottom) Wins have escaped 
Vips until now in 2022

SPRINT RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Juri Vips Hitech Grand Prix 35:29.646

2 Frederick Vesti ART Grand Prix 1.035

3 Jehan Daruvala PREMA Racing 7.684

4 Logan Sargeant Carlin 9.022

5 Liam Lawson Carlin 13.129

6 Jack Doohan Virtuosi Racing 13.306

7 David Beckmann Van Amersfoort Racing 14.391

8 Richard Verschoor Trident 14.462

9 Dennis Hauger PREMA Racing 14.723

10 Marcus Armstrong Hitech Grand Prix 17.621

WINNER
JURI VIPS



FEATURE RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

Jehan Daruvala took to the 
top step of the podium for 

the first time this year, winning 
out in a chaotic race from Mon-
za. Despite taking a number of 
podiums throughout the year, 
a win eluded the Indian driver, 
until he produced a composed 
drive.

The race got underway and 
immediately there was dra-
ma as pole-sitter Jack Doohan 
failed to get off the line well. He 
fell back down the order amid 
clutch issues, but was soon out 
of the race following contact at 
Turn 4 with Logan Sargeant.

Before their crash, there was 
other drivers out just after the 
second corner, including Theo 
Pourchaire, whose title hopes 
ended on Saturday.

The Safety Car was deployed 
for a number of laps and at the 
restart, Calan Williams crashed 
at the Ascari chicane, which 
caused a red flag as the barrier 
needed to be repaired.

The order was shuffled as 
several drivers took pit stops 
during the first Safety Car, and 
soon, Daruvala found himself 
as the leading driver who had 
made his mandatory stop. He 

Opening lap chaos sees several cars 
retire

Red flag causes brief stoppage for 
barrier repairs

Daruvala wins first race of 2022

Vesti and Iwasa round out the 
podium

controlled the pace from there 
and was largely unchallenged 
all the way to the chequered 
flag.

“On Lap 1, I got hit from behind 
in Turn 4 and I damaged my 
bargeboard,” Daruvala said. “I 
thought I would have to pit, but 
luckily for me it flew off and 
I could continue driving. The 
race in the beginning was just 
about going long on the option 
tyres, but when the Safety Car 
arrived it was good timing for 
me, so I managed to get the 
free stop. We had a really good 
pit stop and after that it was 
just about managing, staying 
out of trouble with the guys 
who hadn’t pitted, staying in 
DRS and saving my tyres. It 
was good and it helped me 
keep my tyres all the way to 
the end.”

Frederick Vesti was in second, 
while Red Bull-backed Ayumu 
Iwasa completed the top three. 
However, a post-race disqual-
ification for Iwasa shuffled the 
pack forward, with Enzo Fit-
tipaldi’s end of season form 
continuing with a run to third. 
ahead of the 2021 Formula 3 
Champion Dennis Hauger.

David Beckmann was involved 
in a radio spat with Van Am-
ersfoort Racing team regarding  
team orders, however he held 
on to fifth place.

Fresh off the back of winning 

the title on Saturday, Felipe 
Drugovich ended the Feature 
Race in sixth, making a late-
race move on the second VAR 
car of Amaury Courdeel.

Clement Novalak was eighth, 
Richard Verschoor was ninth, 
while taking the final point on 
offer was Marino Sato.

Daruvala wins interrupted Feature Race 
from Monza

(Bottom) Daruvala took his first 
win of 2022 on Sunday

FEATURE RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Jehan Daruvala PREMA Racing 1:06:39.192

2 Frederick Vesti ART Grand Prix 1.970

3 Enzo Fittipaldi Charouz Racing System 6.491

4 Dennis Hauger PREMA Racing 7.249

5 David Beckmann Van Amersfoort Racing 7.801

6 Felipe Drugovich MP Motorsport 10.502

7 Amaury Cordeel Van Amersfoort Racing 12.738

8 Clement Novalak MP Motorsport 27.950

9 Richard Verschoor Trident 35.184

10 Marino Sato Virtuosi Racing 47.522

WINNER
JEHAN DARUVALA



 

TOP        SHOT
Leclerc gets a good start as 
Russell is forced to take the 

run off



MONZA
2022 FIA FORMULA 3 CHAMPIONSHIP



SPRINT RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

Franco Colapinto fended off a 
charging Oliver Bearman on 

the final lap of a chaotic Sprint 
Race to take his second win of 
the 2022 Formula 3 season.

Colapinto started from reverse 
grid pole position and was 
under a little pressure from 
Caio Collet throughout the 
race. 

However, late on, Bearman 
made a seismic double 
overtake at the first corner 
and moved into second place 
before setting his sights on 
Colapinto in front.

On the last lap, Bearman 
followed in the tow of Colapinto 
and looked to make a move 
into the final corner – however 
the Van Amersfoort Racing 
driver held on and took his first 
win since the second round of 
the season at Imola.

“I’m really grateful to the team, 
they did an amazing job and 
an amazing effort during the 
whole year,” Colapinto said. “As 
a new team starting this year 
in F3 having two wins in a year 
at least until the last race, it's 
really impressive.”

Bearman’s charge to second 

Colapinto fends off Bearman on final 
lap

Championship leader Martins scores 
a point despite lap one scare

Hadjar endures nightmare race, fails 
to log points

Collet completes podium finishers

place was crucial, as the 
two leading drivers in the 
championship found trouble.

On the opening lap of the race, 
Victor Martins collided at high 
speed with Arthur Leclerc and 
took a trip through the gravel. 
The incident could’ve been 
much more severe for the ART 
Grand Prix driver, and he still 
managed to rescue a point in 
10th place.

After a crash in qualifying, 
Isack Hadjar had his work 
cut out for him, but halfway 
through the race, he damaged 
his front wing and was forced 
to return to the pits, squashing 
all hopes of securing points.

With Colapinto and Bearman 
making up the top two, Collet 
crossed the line in third place.

There was hectic racing in the 
battle for the points, with the 
group outside the podium all 
packed together at the end. 
Fourth and fifth went to the 
Trident duo of Zane Maloney 
and Jonny Edgar, while Gregoire 
Saucy crossed the line in sixth.

PREMA’s Jak Crawford and 
Leclerc were seventh and 
eighth respectively, while Pepe 
Marti held on despite a messy 
race to take his first points 
of the year in ninth, ahead of 
Martins in 10th.

Colapinto holds on to take Monza Sprint 
Race victory

(Bottom) It was a close win for 
Colapinto

SPRINT RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Franco Colapinto Van Amersfoort Racing 34:09.813

2 Oliver Bearman PREMA Racing 0.432

3 Caio Collet MP Motorsport 2.109

4 Zane Maloney Trident 3.404

5 Jonny Edgar Trident 4.121

6 Gregoire Saucy ART Grand Prix 4.279

7 Jak Crawford PREMA Racing 4.614

8 Arthur Leclerc PREMA Racing 6.061

9 Pepe Marti Campos Racing 6.547

10 Victor Martins ART Grand Prix 6.878

WINNER
FRANCO COLAPINTO



FEATURE RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

The final race of the 2022 
Formula 3 Championship 

saw Victor Martins take the title 
– however it was a highly un-
usual way in which he capped 
off the season.

As the race reached its final 
stages, Martins was running 
in third place, behind Zane 
Maloney and Oliver Bearman. 
The Frenchman looked secure, 
until the race was turned on its 
head.

Kush Maini and Brad Bena-
vides collided, which origi-
nally brought out the Safety 
Car. However, this then turned 

into a red flag, with the barrier 
needing to be repaired.

Due to the tight schedule on 
a Sunday, Race Control opted 
not to restart the race, after 
Martins was issued a penalty 
for track limits. It was unknown 
where Martins would finish in 
the order.

With everyone standing around 
watching the screens on the 
pit wall, more penalties were 
applied and eventually, it was 
confirmed that Martins had 
taken the title, despite drop-
ping to fourth place with his 
time penalty.

Maloney takes victory as race red 
flagged early

Season ends in pit lane, with Martins 
made wait to celebrate F3 title

Bearman denied by late red flag

PREMA Racing secures Teams’ 
Championship

“It sounds good to be honest,” 
Martins said. “I have been wait-
ing for that all season. To go to 
the end and after the Red Flag, 
seeing all the penalties, it re-
flected the season with all the 
ups and downs. I want to say 
to myself, just enjoy it and we’ll 
analyse everything afterwards.

Maloney took the win, hav-
ing overtaken Martins for the 
lead earlier in the race. Martins 
was passed by Oliver Bearman 
shortly after the losing the po-
sition to Maloney. Bearman 
looked to challenge Maloney 
for the win, but didn’t have the 
potential to do so with the race 
cut short.

Martins’ time penalty promot-
ed Jak Crawford to the podium, 
with PREMA Racing celebrating 
taking the Teams’ Champion-
ship for the third time in four 
years.

The third PREMA driver of Ar-
thur Leclerc classified in fifth 
place, behind the penalised 
Martins, who becomes the first 
non-PREMA driver to win the 
Formula 3 Championship.

Roman Stanek was sixth, 
ahead of William Alatalo, who 
was also demoted due to a 
track limits violation. Jonny Ed-
gar was eighth, ahead of Isack 
Hadjar and Reece Ushijima, 
who rounded out the top 10.

Martins secures F3 title in bizarre 
circumstances as Maloney wins race

(Bottom) Maloney celebrates 
one of the strangest ends to an 

F3 race

FEATURE RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Zane Maloney Trident 28:00.288

2 Oliver Bearman PREMA Racing 0.587

3 Jak Crawford PREMA Racing 5.024

4 Victor Martins ART Grand Prix 6.061

5 Arthur Leclerc PREMA Racing 6.086

6 Roman Stanek Trident 6.420

7 William Alatalo Jenzer Motorsport 9.268

8 Jonny Edgar Trident 12.080

9 Isack Hadjar Hitech Grand Prix 13.555

10 Reece Ushikima Van Amersfoort Racing 14.228

WINNER
ZANE MALONEY



PARTINGSHOT
Ferrari had an eye-catching new livery at Monza last 

weekend, complimented by a stunning rear wing of 
black and yellow
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