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Is the FIA evolving 
for the better?

START YOUR ENGINES

Not so many years ago 
the FIA was frequently and 
sarcastically referred to as 
the ‘Ferrari International 
Assistance’ by some of the 
more vocal and opinionated 
members of the Formula 1 
paddock, who felt that the 
Scuderia outfit was treated 
uniquely. And when, in 2009, 
ex Ferrari boss Jean Todt 
took up the helm of the 
sport’s governing body, those 
detractors felt that they had 
a point. But despite all the 
whinging, there was never any 
truth to the allegations other 
than those who were moaning 
the loudest were usually the 
ones languishing at the back of 
the F1 grid.

When the Red Bull squad 
started their four year title 
domination in the early 
teens followed by eight long 
years of Mercedes success, 
it quickly showed everyone 
that these grumblers were 
merely transferring their 
jealousy of the dominant 
team of the moment to blame 
their own inadequacies on 

the FIA bogyman who “must” 
be supporting who was 
ever dominating the points 
standings at the time. With 
Todt still in charge, any chance 
of bias was quickly dismissed 
by the sensible majority.

The 12 years of the Todt 
presidency were possibly the 
most stable period the FIA has 
seen since its inception. The 
way it dealt with the aftermath 
of the ‘Spygate’ and the 

admission of the ’Crashgate’ 
scandals in its very first year 
(2009) showed that this was a 
new FIA that had a fresh way 
of dealing with matters. Todt’s 
method of dealing with things 
was to keep it in-house and 
not fight it out on the pages 
of the tabloids, just as he had 
done at Ferrari which had prior 
to his tenure (and now post) 
always been the norm.

President Todt was now a true 
public servant, he had made 
his money from his time at 
Peugeot and Ferrari with all 
the success bonuses for the 
championships he had guided 
them to in WRC, WSC and F1, 
becoming FIA President would 
allow him to give back.

“I have arrived at a time in 
my life where I have decided 
to make into priorities certain 
things that maybe one would 

not expect, but that are 
society-related and are more 
global than just one discipline 
in the area of motor racing,” 
said Todt in an interview 
shortly after being elected FIA 
President.

Todt would go on to be an all-
encompassing FIA President 
taking on the mantle of Road 
Safety as well as trying to 
ensure a more level playing 

“Todt would go on to be an all-
encompassing FIA president”

Mohammed Ben 
Sulayem became the 

FIA president last 
December



field in motorsport, looking at 
everything from ensuring non-
manufacturer backed teams 
had the same access to power 
units as their works rivals and, 
more importantly, at a fixed 
affordable price to encouraging 
women into all aspects of 
what has always been a male 
dominated affair.

While Todt may not have 
had the charisma of his 
predecessor Max Mosley or the 
social circle that came with the 
British barrister come race car 
constructor, he was effective 
and could never be challenged 
towards being biased in any 
way. To many, he was seen 
as lacking empathy but in 
reality he cared passionately 
for motorsport and will always 
be known as the man that 

brought in the hybrid power 
trains F1 cars run on today - 
plus finally taming the out of 
control spending habits of the 
more well-heeled members of 
the Piranha club into what is 
today’s spending cap.

So when Todt decided to retire 
in 2021, it seemed that there 
would be a smooth transition 
to his long-time Deputy 
President for Sport Graham 
Stoker. Stoker was, to all 
intents and purposes, a British 
version of Todt, nothing in any 
way like Mosely other than he 
too was a barrister by trade. In 
what almost looked like a stage 
managed anointment of an 
heir, sleek press releases came 
on an almost weekly basis 
praising Stoker’s achievements 
under Todt and how he was 

continue the Frenchman’s 
FIA legacy. Stoker’s team of 
candidates for the leading 
roles in the organisation 

read like the who’s who of 
motorsport management and 
he looked like a shoe-in for the 
job, especially in light of no 
apparent declared challenger… 

Enter stage left David Richards 
CBE who had initially been 
touted by many as the natural 
candidate to run for the FIA 
presidency. Mr Motorsport 
himself, Richards seemed to be 
exactly what the FIA needed. 
He had taken over the helm 
of the Royal Automobile Club 
in 2018 and swiftly thereafter 
it had been relaunched as 
Motorsport UK, a true breath 
of fresh air into what had long 
been a rather stuffy cliquey 
old-boys club. His changes 
were (and still are) brilliantly 
thought out, bringing in a 
professional management 

team to run the actual 
operations of the organisation 
and overseen by a solid board 
of directors.

While Richards seemed, 
initially, to be the man that 
should replace Todt, he ruled 
this out early on, citing that 
he still had a lot to do at 
Motorsport UK and that he 

had “promised” his wife Karen 
that he would not run. After 
all, this is a man that has 
nothing to prove in motorsport 
having been a successful 
competitor, picking up a WRC 
championship to building 
an empire that ran many 
championship winning works 
teams, while also building 
his Prodrive Group which is 
considered one of the premier 
companies in its field today. 
But he wouldn’t be without 
involvement, and played a 
major role in forming the FIA 
we know today…

Stoker was running his 
campaign fully in the public 
eye, ostensibly with the 
backing of the Todt presidency 
with his “FIA for All” stumping 
title. We were deluged with his 
team announcement and other 
news e-mails sent out to those 
of us, amongst others, on 
the FIA media list. Meanwhile 
Richards was carefully 
stewarding the dark horse in 
the field, former multiple MERC 
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Todt served as 
FIA president 

for 12 years

Todt had an impor-
tant role in Ferrari’s 

2000s success

David Richards could have 
replaced Jean Todt



champion and then FIA Vice 
President, Mohammed Ben 
Sulayem…

Running his campaign under 
the title ‘Motorsport for 
Members’, the Ben Sulayem 
show, undoubtedly steered 
by Richards, concentrated 

on meeting the member 
clubs around the world and 
explaining how he saw the 
future for the FIA. It was 
also clear to see that he was 
looking to change how the 

governing body would work in 
the future, not that differently 
to the way that Richards 
had already rearranged 
things at Motorsport UK. Key 
amongst this was a definitive 
divide between mobility and 
motorsport with a dedicated 
manager for each of the key 

areas. And his choice for Vice 
President – Sport? Former 
WRC world champion co-driver 
Robert Reid, an individual who 
had worked extensively with 
Richards from his days in the 

Prodrive run Subaru World 
Rally Team.

In the end, Ben Sulayem’s 

campaign went public when 
Motorsport UK released a 
statement that they would 
be voting for him and his 
Motorsport for Members 
campaign. In an unusual 
press release just two weeks 
before the crucial vote last 
December, Richards explained 
that MS UK had interviewed 
both candidates on video and 
questioned them in depth, 
but Stoker had forbidden his 
interview to be made public…

“We had a lively session of 
questioning with both teams 
but were then requested by 
Graham Stoker not to release 
the recording of the FIA for All 
session to anyone,” Richards 
said in the press release. “In 
our view this refusal created 
a lack of transparency in 

the process which gave our 
Board considerable cause for 
concern, but this was not the 
only reason for our ultimate 
decision. 
 
“Our decision to support FIA 
for Members and Mohammed 
Ben Sulayem is formed on 
the belief that motorsport 
is going through a period 

of significant challenge and 
change. This requires dynamic 
and imaginative leadership 
that looks to the future and is 
prepared to be transparent and 
accountable to its members, 
embracing the democratic 
processes one expects to see 
in a modern sport governing 
body.”    

Spring forward into the 2022 
season and we are starting 
to see some of this evolution 
starting to come through. 
Caught off guard in an 
interview just after the Monaco 
Grand Prix and expressing 
some opinions about drivers 
today, Ben Sulayem seemed to 
intimate that he wasn’t a fan 
of modern drivers promoting 
their personal non-motorsport 
agendas. As expected there 
was a backlash but without 
any fuss, he immediately 
released a statement clarifying 
matters.

“As a driver, I have always 
believed in sport as a catalyst 

START YOUR ENGINES
Ben Sulayem 
with F1 CEO 

Stefano 
Domenicali

Stoker challenged Ben 
Sulayem to be Todt’s 

successor

“While Richards seemed, 
initially, to be the man to replace 
Todt, he ruled this out early on”

Has the FIA changed for 
the better?



of progress in society,” said 
Ben Sulayem via Twitter. 
“That is why promoting 
sustainability, diversity and 
inclusion is a key priority of my 
mandate. In the same way, I 
value the commitment of all 
drivers and champions for a 
better future.”

But was this enough? Clearly 
many people didn’t think so, 
given that in the interview 
he seemed to be comparing 
today’s F1 drivers, rather 
unfavourably, to those of the 
past.

“Niki Lauda and Alain Prost 
only cared about driving,” he 
said in the interview. “Now, 
Vettel drives a rainbow 
bicycle, Lewis is passionate 
about human rights and 

Norris addresses mental 
health. Everybody has the 
right to think. To me, it is 
about deciding whether we 
should impose our beliefs in 
something over the sport all 
the time.”

Either way, the original 
comments in the interview 
were perhaps not really 
keeping in tune with the 
world we live in today and 
the rebuttal wasn’t as strong 
as it could have been. Given 
that June is Pride Month, 
many of the teams, including 
Hamilton’s, are openly 
running their support for the 
LGBTQ+ community. Surely 
if Ben Sulayem is “promoting 
sustainability, diversity and 
inclusion” as a “key priority” 
for his mandate, he could have 

come out with a more inclusive 
statement perhaps highlighting 
the drivers’ commitments to 
supporting their various causes 
such as Lando Norris and his 
support of mental health.

So, going back to the title of 
this piece, “Is the FIA evolving 
for the better?”, well perhaps 
yes, perhaps not… yet! Do we 
need to see more acceptance 
from Ben Sulayem or do we 
need to see more engagement 
with him and the drivers? 

In reality, we probably need to 
see a bit of both. More 
realistically I think we need 
to wait and see how the rest of 
the year plays out and 
hopefully we will see mandate 
promises fulfilled and happy 
smiles all round.

START YOUR ENGINES
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CANADIAN GP

After a two-year wait Formula 1 finally returned to majestic 
Montreal for the Canadian Grand Prix. The pandemic had left 
Canada an untenable proposition since 2019 but the party at-
mosphere was back at an event that has always been much-
loved in the paddock and embraced by the city. 

PHIL HORTON / F1 EDITOR

2022 FIA FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING
HIGHLIGHTS

Max Verstappen calmly cruised 
to his second pole position of 
the season as his primary con-
tenders were eliminated from 
proceedings before the busi-
ness end of qualifying.

Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc, who 
had taken six poles from eight 
prior to Canada, was essentially 
a non-contender after moving 
onto a new power unit – cop-
ping a back-of-the-grid penalty. 
That meant he completed only 
a handful of banker laps and 
hopped out of his car before Q2 
begun.

Verstappen’s Red Bull team-
mate Sergio Perez removed 
himself from contention in Q2 

after sliding wide at Turn 3 and 
damaging the RB18. It was only 
minor damage but the front 
wing got lodged under the bar-
rier and Perez was unable to 
extricate himself from the situ-
ation. That left him down in 13th 
place. 

“The conditions were very tricky 
out there, it was very slippery, 
but we stayed calm, we made 
sure we were there at the right 
time and managed to put in 
some solid laps,” said the 
World Champion.

Behind Verstappen in the order 
was Alpine’s Fernando Alon-
so, who consolidated week-
end-long speed with a striking 

Verstappen claims pole for second 
time in 2022

Alonso stars with run to front-row

Perez ruins chances with Q2 exit

Leclerc’s engine penalty drops him 
to last

second – his first front-row 
start in a decade.

“We will take the first row for 
sure, that is maybe better than 
any expectation,” said Alonso.
Carlos Sainz was third for Fer-
rari, which was a slightly under-
whelming outcome given the 
absence of two contenders, and 
the conditions in which he has 
usually thrived. Sainz went for 
it too much at the final chicane, 
costing him vital time which 
could have elevated him above 
compatriot Alonso.

Lewis Hamilton grabbed his 
best qualifying result of the 
season in fourth and was over 
the moon, despite a career that 
has yielded 103 poles.

“Honestly, I feel amazing, so 
happy! P4! P4 has never felt 
so good to be honest,” he said. 
“Maybe when I was like in my 
first year of racing, my first year 
here in 2007 when I got my first 
P4 in quali, it felt great then. 
I think this kind of feels like 
that, but particularly because 
it’s been a really, really difficult 
year.”

Hamilton’s Mercedes team-
mate George Russell gambled 
on slick tyres for his final Q3 run 
but it was a few minutes too 
early and he had a hapless spin 
through Turn 2. Nonetheless, it 
was a shot worth taking.

Haas performed beyond its ex-
pectations as Kevin Magnussen 
and Mick Schumacher locked 
out the third row of the grid. It 
was a strong result for the un-
der-pressure Schumacher, who 
showed his racer instinct by 
reckoning more was possible 
from the car. 

Esteban Ocon was unable to 
replicate Alonso’s heroics and 
was a subdued seventh, ahead 
of slick gambler Russell, while 
Daniel Ricciardo was the sole 
McLaren driver in Q3 after Lan-
do Norris encountered a PU 
issue during Q2. 

Zhou Guanyu put in another 
strong showing by making the 
top 10 in the wet at a circuit 
where he had never previously 
competed. Team-mate Valtteri 
Bottas finished 11th, ahead of 
Alexander Albon, who profited 
to put himself in a prime spot 
for Sunday points. 

Pierre Gasly suffered brake 
locking, leaving him frus-
trated and out in Q1, while 
Aston Martin’s FP3 pace dis-
appeared, leaving Sebastian 
Vettel and Lance Stroll in 17th 
and 18th. Nicholas Latifi lacked 
confidence, quipped he ex-
plored every run-off area, and 
was faster only than the en-
gine-sanctioned Yuki Tsunoda. 

QUALIFYING
RESULT

M. VERSTAPPEN / RED BULL

F. ALONSO / ALPINE

C. SAINZ / FERRARI

L. HAMILTON / MERCEDES

K. MAGNUSSEN / HAAS

M. SCHUMACHER / HAAS

E. OCON / ALPINE 

G. RUSSELL / MERCEDES

D. RICCIARDO / MCLAREN

Z. GUANYU / ALFA ROMEO

V. BOTTAS / ALFA ROMEO

A. ALBON / WILLIAMS

S. PEREZ / RED BULL

L. NORRIS / MCLAREN

C. LECLERC / FERRARI

P. GASLY / ALPHATAURI

L. STROLL / ASTON MARTIN 

S. VETTEL / ASTON MARTIN

N. LATIFI / WILLIAMS

Y. TSUNODA / ALPHATAURI

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Verstappen on pole as primary rivals 
removed 



RACE

HIGHLIGHTS
After a soggy and subdued 

Saturday the sun reap-
peared to shine down on Mon-
treal’s first Formula 1 race since 
2019. On Father’s Day it was 
the son of an ex-F1 driver and 
the son of a WRC legend who 
spearheaded the field; and it 
wouldn’t be too far to call it a 
genuine battle, Carlos Sainz 
kept Max Verstappen honest 
during the closing stages of 
the 70-lap race. The pair ran 
slightly offset two-stop Medi-
um-Hard-Hard strategies, with 
Sainz coming in a few laps later 
than Verstappen on both occa-
sions, owing to respective Vir-
tual Safety Car timings. 

Ultimately, Ferrari’s Sainz was 
never quite close enough to 
make the final lunge, lack-
ing the ability to remain close 
enough to Verstappen prior to 
the effective DRS zones, and 
it left his one-time Toro Rosso 
team-mate clear to take a 26th 
career victory, and his sixth 
from nine grands prix this sea-
son.  

The victory left Verstappen a 
whopping 46 points clear in the 
standings after team-mate Ser-
gio Perez was forced to retire 
due to a power unit issue.

“It’s still a very long way, and 
I know course the gap is quite 

Verstappen keeps Sainz at bay for 
sixth 2022 win

Hamilton returns to the podium

Leclerc recovers from back to fifth

Perez retires amid loss of power 

CANADIAN GRAND PRIX
RACE REPORT 

big, but we know it can switch 
around very quickly,” said Ver-
stappen. “After race three I was 
46 behind, so we just need to 
stay calm, we need to focus, we 
need to improve as today we 
were not the quickest. It swings 
a bit. Last weekend it looked 
good in the race, now it didn’t 
look as good but we still man-
aged to win and I think that is 
also a quality.”
For Sainz it was his 11th career 
podium and now the fifth time 
he has finished runner-up but 
his wait to stand on the top 
step of it goes on.

“It was a tough intense bat-
tle with Max, I think I had five 
to six laps fresher tyres but to 
overtake him you need more 
than those two or three tenths 
[advantage Sainz had],” Sainz 
said. “I gave it all, was risking 
everything, close to the wall, 
got close enough a couple of 
times but not close enough to 
throw a move down the inside 
anywhere, but I was pushing.”

After a lengthy drought, by his 
esteemed standards, Lewis 
Hamilton was back on the po-
dium. Hamilton had a horrible 
Friday but a starring qualifying 
session gave him track posi-
tion, and he profited to return 
to the top three for the first 
time since the opening round of 
the campaign in Bahrain. It was 
Hamilton’s most accomplished 
weekend of the season. 

“It’s quite overwhelming 
honestly, to get this third 
place,” said Hamilton. “It’s been 
such a battle this year with the 
car as a team, but we continue 
to stay vigilant, focussed and 
never giving up. That’s some-
thing I’m so proud of and I re-
main inspired by my crew so 
thank you, to everyone who’s 
here in Montreal and back at 
the factory. The guys are the 
front are a little bit quick for us 
at the moment, I was giving it 
everything, but we’re getting 

Circuit: Gilles Villeneuve 
Laps: 70 (4.361km)
Lap Record: 1:13.078

Verstappen opens commanding lead with 
Canada victory

(Below) Leclerc recovered to 
fifth place 

(Bottom) The pack heads into 
Turn 1

V. BOTTAS (2019)



closer. We’ve just got to keep push-
ing and keep pushing and hopefully 
we’ll be in the fight with these guys.”

Coming home in fourth was George 
Russell. After starting down in 
eighth place after taking a risk in Q3 
by getting onto slicks, he picked off 
drivers during the opening laps and 
trailed his teammate for much of the 
race.

“Ultimately our race pace was closer 
to Ferrari and Red Bull than we’ve 
seen all season, but we’ve had per-
formance issues and they haven’t,” 
Russell said. “The pace was real-
ly strong in the first stint, on the 
second stint it was strong, and the 
final stint after the restart, I don’t 
know why but I just couldn’t get my 
tyres working. So that was a bit of 
a shame, to drop back slightly and 
not be in the fight. Nevertheless, P4, 
good points for the team.”

From the back of the grid Charles 
Leclerc had targeted a top four fin-
ish but had to be content with fifth, 
having run a long stint on Hards 
before switching to Mediums. That 
pit stop was slightly tardy, leaving 
Leclerc in traffic, which delayed his 
recovery.

“It was just everyone had DRS so I 
couldn’t do anything,” said Leclerc of 
his relatively gradual progress ear-
ly on. “And then in the middle stint, 
there was quite a big problem of 
traction, but that was only because 
Esteban [Ocon] had new tyres and 
so out of Turn 10, that’s where you 
need the tyres and he had much 
more grip than I did, so I struggled 
to follow him there and that was 

very frustrating. And then obviously 
we had the problem at the pit stop, 
which made our life much more dif-
ficult, because I got back four cars 
again with the DRS train and I had to 
be a bit more aggressive after that 
to come back. So yeah, considering 
all of this, P5 was the best.”

Alpine claimed sixth and seventh, 
which ordinarily would have marked 
a strong result, but on this occasion 
it came after Fernando Alonso start-
ed from the front row. Alonso ceded 
ground to Sainz but eventually re-
gressed as far as seventh, through 
a combination of ill-timed VSCs and 
an apparent loss of power. 

“We had an engine problem on lap 
20 where we cut the energy very 
early on the straights, as soon as 
we exited the corners,” the Spaniard 
said. “We tried to fix it but it didn’t 
work. Luckily we didn’t retire the car 
and we still score a few points, but 
until that point I think we were fight-
ing for the podium at the beginning 
of the race. Then when the engine 
problem came, it was just trying to 
survive, trying to get the DRS, driv-
ing kamikaze in the corners before 
the detection because the DRS was 
my only safety on the straights after 
that.”

Alonso added that his car “was 
flying this weekend” and had “a 
one-second deficit on the straights 
and was still quicker [than Ocon] in 
the race”, outlining “it’s unbelievable 
to finish P7. It’s another reliability 
issue on car 14 only. That’s disap-
pointing. Reliability on car 14 should 
be a little better.”

(Top) Tsunida was eliminated 
following a bizarre crash

(Right) Alonso was left ruing 
an engine issue before being 
handed a post-race penalty



(Top) Alfa Romeo enjoyed a 
double-points finish

(Right) Hamilton stood on 
the podium for the first 

time since Bahrain

Alonso defended aggressively 
against Valtteri Bottas on the final 
lap to retain seventh, leaving the 
Alfa Romeo driver eighth, ahead of 
his team-mate Zhou Guanyu, who 
was impressive throughout the 
weekend. However, stewards took 
a dim view of Alonso’s actions and 
handed him a five-second penalty 
that demoted him to ninth, in turn 
promoting both the Alfa Romeo 
drivers. 

Lance Stroll picked up the final 
point, having profited from fresh 
tyres and Sebastian Vettel’s grace to 
move aside in order to give Stroll a 
chance – ultimately successful – of 
passing McLaren’s Daniel Ricciardo.

And it was a dismal day for several 
teams.

McLaren had problems during its 
double stack in the pit stop, cost-
ing time for both drivers, while the 
MCL36 lacked its usual performance 
level anyway. Ricciardo was 11th 
while Lando Norris took 15th after 
his engine predicament was com-
pounded by a penalty for speeding 
in the pits.

“We have to acknowledge our com-
petitors did a better job and there-
fore we didn’t deserve points today,” 
said McLaren team boss Andreas 
Seidl. “We didn’t give Lando or Dan-
iel the package they deserved today, 
so we have to offer them an apolo-
gy.”

AlphaTauri only had Pierre Gasly tak-
ing the chequered flag in 14th after 
Yuki Tsunoda had an embarrass-
ing shunt exiting the pit lane as he 
nosed the Turn 2 barriers – bringing 

out the Safety Car that bunched the 
field.

On to Haas; Kevin Magnussen was 
fifth on the opening lap but brushed 
Lewis Hamilton and copped minor 
front wing damage. Race Control 
then instructed the hapless Dane 
to pit for repairs wrecking his race. 
It was a harsh call considering the 
front wing was barely damaged.

“The front wing was safe, it was not 
broken off,” he said. “Think back to 
Jeddah last year, Lewis Hamilton 
won the race with half a front wing… 
which I think is correct, you know; 
let us race if we can. Feels like sud-
denly very different. Monaco they 
don’t start us because it starts driz-
zling. Here I’m called in because I 
have a scratch on my front wing.”

Mick Schumacher had been running 
a credible seventh but a power unit 
issue forced him out, prolonging his 
wait for maiden points. 

Williams remained slowest but Al-
exander Albon fought valiantly in 
the lower end of the midfield be-
fore eventually classifying 13th, with 
Nicholas Latifi 16th as he finally got 
to experience a home grand prix. 

The field now moves on to Silver-
stone, with Red Bull rampant, Ferrari 
flagging, and Mercedes hopeful that 
its W13 will suit the fast-sweeping 
layout for the sake of its home he-
roes. After a string of uninspiring 
grands prix Formula 1 could do with 
a classic. 

(Left) Sainz was less than 
a second away from his 
maiden F1 win 

(Below) Verstappen 
clutches the winner’s 
trophy



WINNER

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Max Verstappen Red Bull

2 Carlis Sainz Ferrari 0.993

3 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 7.006

4 George Russell Mercedes 12.313

5 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 15.168

6 Esteban Ocon Alpine 23.890

7 Valtteri Bottas Alfa Romeo 25.247

8 Zhou Guanyu Alfa Romeo 26.952

9 Fernando Alonso Alpine 29.945

10 Lance Stroll Aston Martin 38.222

11 Daniel Ricciardo McLaren 43.047

12 Sebastian Vettel Aston Martin 44.245

13 Alexander Albon Williams 44.893

14 Pierre Gasly AlphaTauri 45.183

15 Lando Norris McLaren 52.145

16 Nicholas Latifi Williams 59.978

17 Kevin Magnussen Haas 1:08.180

18 Yuki Tsunoda AlphaTauri DNF

19 Mick Schumacher Haas DNF

20 Sergio Perez Red Bull DNF

RESULT
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Max Verstappen 175

2 Sergio Perez 129

3 Charles Leclerc 126

4 George Russell 111

5 Carlos Sainz 102

6 Lewis Hamilton 77

7 Lando Norris 50

8 Valtteri Bottas 46

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Red Bull 304

2 Ferrari 228

3 Mercedes 188

4 McLaren 65

5 Alpine 57

6 Alfa Romeo 51

7 AlphaTauri 27

8 Aston Martin 16

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

MAX VERSTAPPEN



SNAPSHOT

Ocon finished ahead 
of team-mate Alonso

The podium 
trio

Sainz is still searching 
for his first F1 win

Magnussen’s race was 
undone by a broken front wing

1997 World Champion Jacques Villeneuve 
walks past a tribute to his father

Perez was the fiirst 
retiree from the race
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AUSTRALIAN GP TO STAY IN 
MELBOURNE THROUGH 2035 

FORMULA 1 RAMPS UP SOUTH AFRICA TALKS 
WITH VIEW TO 2023 

Formula 1 is striving to 
include South Africa on its 
2023 calendar, amid further 
doubts over the status of 
existing European venues. 
Formula 1 chiefs have been 
keen to secure a grand prix 
on every habitable continent 
and focus in recent weeks 
has shifted to South Africa in 
the wake of Las Vegas’ much-
hyped 2023 debut being tied 
down. Formula 1 CEO Stefano 
Domenicali has travelled 
to Kyalami straight from 
Azerbaijan Grand Prix venue 
Baku. 

South Africa has not featured 
on Formula 1’s calendar 
since 1993, when Kyalami 
was also the host circuit. 
Kyalami has been heavily 
renovated since Formula 
1’s last visit though would 

still need upgrading and 
infrastructure improvements 
to receive FIA Grade 1 status. 
Should Formula 1 reach an 
agreement with Kyalami then 
focus will switch to events 
likely to fall off the calendar 
after 2022. That is because 
Las Vegas is joining next year, 
Qatar will return for its first 
event of a 10-year deal, while 
China is due to appear for the 
first time since 2019. 

That would give 26 events 
– and Formula 1’s Concorde 
Agreement outlines a 
maximum of 24 grands prix 
per season. France’s event 
is widely expected to drop 
from the calendar though of 
the other existing grands prix 
historic rounds in Monaco and 
Belgium remain uncontracted 
beyond 2022. Officials at 

Spa-Francorchamps have 
recently undertaken a partial 
renovation though this has 
primarily been aimed at 
returning motorcycles to the 
venue, with much-needed 
alterations to the Eau Rouge/
Raidillon run-off having finally 
been completed. Monaco 
is expected to remain on 
the schedule on revised 
terms though a story in 
L’Equipe appeared last week 
suggesting nearby Nice was 
interested in holding an event 
– no doubt tactically placed to 
apply pressure on Monaco’s 
officials. China’s round, at the 
Shanghai International Circuit, 
is contracted for another 
three years but ongoing 
Covid-19 restrictions in the 
country continue to cloud the 
picture over its viability for 
2023.

Formula 1 has announced 
a long-term extension with 
Melbourne, which will continue 
to host the Australian Grand 
Prix until at least the end of 
2035. F1 has raced at the Albert 
Park Circuit since 1996, with the 
event only failing to take place 
on two occasions due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. In 2023, 
Formula 2 and Formula 3 will 
also feature at the circuit for 
the first time, supporting the F1 
grand prix weekend. The event 
in Melbourne earlier this year, 
which was the first since 2019, 
attracted over 419,000 fans 
across the weekend, marking 
the largest crowd at a sporting 
event in Australian history.

“I am delighted to confirm that 
Melbourne and the Albert Park 
circuit will continue to be on the 
Formula 1 calendar until 2035,” 
said F1 CEO Stefano Domenicali. 
“The race has always been a 
favourite for the fans, drivers 
and the teams and Melbourne 
is an incredible and vibrant 

international city that is a 
perfect match for our sport. This 
year we saw huge crowds and 
passionate fans at the Grand 
Prix, and we are very excited 
by the future in Australia as 
our sport continues to grow. 
I want to thank the Victorian 
Government, Daniel Andrews, 
Premier of Victoria and Martin 
Pakula, Minister for Tourism, 
Sport & Major Events for their 
tireless support for the event in 
Melbourne, as well as Andrew 
Westacott and Paul Little 
from the AGPC for making this 
already long-term partnership 
secure for the future.  We are all 
looking forward to being back in 
Melbourne next season with all 
our fans.”

The date of the race for the 
2023 season will be confirmed 
in due course, before it is then 
finalised by the World Motor 
Sport Council.

F1 is staying in Melbourne through at least 2035

South Africa could 
return as early as 2023 



Oscar Piastri continued his 
test programme in Alpine’s 
A521 at Silverstone last 
week, with Olli Caldwell 
having his maiden F1 outing 
as well. 

Max Verstappen and Pierre 
Gasly last week visited the 
Red Bull Ring to drive two-
seater F1 cars with guests.

Sebastian Vettel wore a 
T-shirt decrying Canada’s 
policy of mining tar sands 
as he continues to raise 
awareness of environmental 
issues

NEWS BITES HAAS AND WILLIAMS SET FOR 
MAJOR UPGRADES IN JULY

Haas and Williams are both 
set to unveil major upgrade 
packages in the next few races 
in the hope of improving their 
2022 seasons. Haas has yet 
to upgrade its VF-22 after a 
strong start and has focused 
on extracting performance 
from its current concept. It had 
hoped to bring new updates to 
France but that has now been 
pushed back by a week.

“We took a step back because 
we wanted to check something 
else in the windtunnel, but 
now we are full steam on 
production for Hungary,” said 
Haas boss Guenther Steiner.
“That is the aim. We try to 
better it, but I don’t know 
where we will get to.”

Steiner is confident the update 
will push them back into points 
scoring positions: “Hopefully 
it’s a big step performance 
wise. You will see a difference.”

Steiner also confirmed it would 
be the teams last major update 
of the season as they look 
to focus their attention on 
2023, despite the regulations 
remaining stable.

“We will shift to next year’s car. 
That’s it. No further upgrades,” 
he added.

Williams has yet to upgrade 
its package in 2022 but it 
is planning an overhauled 
concept for next weekend’s 
British Grand Prix. As with 
Aston Martin, which switched 
concepts entirely with their 
update introduced at the 
Spanish GP and dubbed the 
‘green Red Bull’, Williams’ FW44 
will also look visually different 
to its current concept.

FIA ISSUES TD OVER PORPOISING AND 
DRIVER HEALTH

Formula 1’s governing body, 
the FIA, has issued a Technical 
Directive in a bid to improve 
driver safety following a 
spate of recent comments. 
The phenomenon has been 
present in Formula 1 this 
season owing to the ground 
effect that has returned 
following the overhauled 
technical regulations. The 
predicament has affected 
some teams more than 
others, with Mercedes notably 
impacted, particularly at 
bumpier circuits that have 
lengthier full-throttle sections. 
Prior to the Canadian Grand 
Prix the FIA took action in 
the interest of safety. In a 
statement it outlined that 
“it is necessary to intervene 
to require that teams make 
the necessary adjustments 
to reduce or to eliminate this 
phenomenon.

“A Technical Directive has 

been issued to give guidance 
to the teams about the 
measures the FIA intends to 
take to tackle the problem. 
These include:

1. Closer scrutiny of the planks 
and skids, both in terms of 
their design and the observed 
wear
2. The definition of a metric, 
based on the car’s vertical 
acceleration, that will give 
a quantitative limit for 
acceptable level of vertical 
oscillations. The exact 
mathematical formula for this 
metric is still being analysed 
by the FIA, and the Formula 
1 teams have been invited to 
contribute to this process.”

The FIA outlined that a 
technical meeting will be held 
with teams in order to “define 
measures that will reduce the 
propensity of cars to exhibit 
such phenomena in the 

medium term.
 
“The FIA has decided 
to intervene following 
consultation with its doctors 
in the interests of safety of 
the drivers. In a sport where 
the competitors are routinely 
driving at speeds in excess of 
300km/h, it is considered that 
all of a driver’s concentration 
needs to be focused on that 
task and that excessive 
fatigue or pain experienced by 
a driver could have significant 
consequences should it result 
in a loss of concentration. In 
addition, the FIA has concerns 
in relation to the immediate 
physical impact on the health 
of the drivers, a number of 
whom have reported back 
pain following recent events.”

Haas and Williams 
have upgrades looming 

The FIA took a step 
to avoid a bounce 



 

Mick Schumacher 
navigates the wet conditions 

in Montreal

TOP        SHOT



GETTING
TECHNICAL
BY ROSARIO GIULIANA

There have been many technical 
innovations on the various cars, 
almost on a par with those that 
are usually brought to the Spanish 
GP every year. We have not only 
seen updates on the wings – very 
different from those used in Spain 
and Monaco – but also some prop-
er upgrades on almost all the cars.

The Ferrari/Red Bull duel is also 
disputed on the technical-aerody-
namic front, and both teams made 
some technical refinements on 
both the F1-75 and the RB18.

Ferrari presented itself in 

Azerbaijan after the disappoint-
ments obtained in the previous 
two GPs, but from the point of 
view of performance the F1-75 
proved to be still the most versa-
tile and competitive car over one 
lap, but there remains concerns 
over its race trim and particularly 
its reliability after both drivers 
failed to finish the race.

The package of updates intro-
duced in Spain brought about an 
overall improvement on the Italian 
car of about 1-2 tenths, above 
all recovering the speed on the 
straights and reducing the por-
poising effects.

The annual Azerbaijan GP appointment is becoming of 
greater importance from a technical point of view. This 
year on the Baku circuit we have seen many technical in-
novations, even more so with this new generation of 2022 
cars, which have great margins for development.

A closer look at Ferrari, Red Bull 
& Mercedes’ Baku updates



GETTING TECHNICAL

The focus of Ferrari’s interven-
tions in Spain mainly focused 
on the floor, both in the front 
area where there are the ven-
turi inlets, and in the diffuser 
area. We saw the real extent of 
this in Monaco, when Sainz’s 
car was lifted off the ground 
by the crane, allowing us to 
clearly see the underside of 
the F1-75 floor. From the image 
we have seen how Ferrari has 
modified the plank on the side 
edge, in order to create a ramp 
that would bring part of the 
flow inside the Venturi tunnels.

The new diffuser, with the keel 
in the central area, serves pre-
cisely to keep the airflow con-

tained within the venturi ducts 
in the outlet area. Ferrari has 
also introduced new features 
to counter porpoising, by im-
plementing a skid to keep the 
floor in the right position with 
respect to the track surface, 
and to prevent the strong suc-
tion effect from deforming the 
floor and allowing airflow to 
escape, releasing pressure and 
causing the car to rise.

Spain and Monaco, however, 
are two tracks that forecasts 
were in favour of Ferrari. Baku 
and Canada, on the other 
hand, appear to be more pro 
Red Bull, being fast tracks with 
long straights. Baku however 

is very different from Montreal, 
as the corners are mainly slow 
and sharp, where most of the 
grip depends on the mechanics 
and where traction is the most 
important element. In terms 
of traction, Ferrari proved to 
have excellent qualities de-
riving from mechanics, which 
it inherited from last year’s 
single-seater.

New mirror supports have also 
been fitted to the Ferrari, with 
an even more aerodynamic 
function. The vertical support 
near the cockpit acts as a vor-
tex generator, and no longer 
has an arch shape like in the 
old specification.



GETTING TECHNICAL

What can have the most im-
pact in Red Bull’s favour are 
the straights in Baku and 
Montreal, where the RB18 could 
enhance its aerodynamic ef-
ficiency qualities. We have 
already seen in Jeddah and 
Miami how Verstappen and 
Perez’s car makes the differ-
ence in the fast sections.

The characteristics of the RB18 
tend to go lighter than the 
F1-75, and the Adrian Newey-
designed car does not seem to 
fear the stress of the tyres with 
less downforce. In Baku, Red 
Bull even removed one of the 
two beam wing profiles.
Red Bull opened an impor-

tant gap in terms of top speed 
on the straights compared to 
Ferrari in FP1. Ferrari finally 
introduced the low-load rear 
wing in FP2 on both single-
seaters, after there was talk of 
this wing in Miami that never 
materialised. On the F1-75 this 
wing was then tested better in 
the filming day in Monza, but 
there were no photos of suffi-
cient quality that allowed us to 
see the new solution in detail.

The new wing, with a main 
profile with a reduced string 
and a less noticeable “spoon”, 
has actually brought Ferrari 
to speed levels more in line 
with those of the RB18. Ferrari 

wanted to keep this solution 
aside in Miami, as it was feared 
that the abrasive asphalt could 
affect the tyres too negatively 
with less downforce.

In terms of porpoising, a less 
loaded wing makes the trigger-
ing of the hopping less evident, 
also in part thanks to the modi-
fications to the floor introduced 
by Ferrari in Spain. Red Bull, on 
the other hand, for Baku has 
introduced small adjustments 
to the floor and to the rear part 
of the sides, revising the outer 
edge of the diffuser, and add-
ing the anti-bending tie rod. 
The elongated keel along the 
centre channel of the diffuser 

was also seen on the RB18, 
not very different from the one 
Ferrari introduced in Spain.

The most important novelty 
seen on the RB18 in Baku is 
that of the venturi entrances, 
wider and higher and further 
back than the chassis. This 
certainly allows for a greater 
air flow inside the entrances, 
at the expense of a slight in-
crease in drag.

There was also news on the 
W13, which still tries to find a 
correlation between the data 
collected in the factory and 
the harsh reality with which 
the team collides on the track. 
The Brackley team continue to 
believe the simulation data is 
encouraging and shows great 
potential. However, for various 
reasons, Mercedes never man-
ages to put everything togeth-
er on the track.

The floor introduced in Spain 

helped 
in part 
against por-
poising, especially 
to limit its trigger-
ing when cornering. On the 
straight, the W13 still suffers 
from this aerodynamic phe-
nomenon and is forced to 
adopt more rigid structures 
and less loaded wings.

In Baku, the W13 revived the 
rear wing introduced in Miami, 
after discarding the low-load 
early season solution with the 
flap DRS cut. The wing brought 
to Baku has a fairly neutral 
main profile to try to gain km/h 
on the straight. We have seen 
that on the W13 a good part 
of the paint has also been re-
moved from the rear wing, as 
well as the red shade of the 
sponsor Ineos from the lower 
edge of the main plane.

Mercedes has also brought a 
small update to the sidepods, 

im-
ple-
menting 
a small vertical 
element under the upper SIS, 
which in the “zero sidepods” 
concept of the W13 is exposed 
and covered by the bodywork 
to function as a real wing.



 

TOP        SHOT
The helmets of Lewis Hamilton, 

Carlos Sainz and Max 
Verstappen post-race in 

Montreal



Carla’s CornerBy Claire Millins

Dear Ferrari,

2022. It started off so well, didn’t it? From the car’s reveal and the first 

test, the future looked bright, the future most definitely looked scarlet.

You were on a roll. You had the best looking car, some great drivers, and 

for the first time in what seems like forever you were on top of 

things. 

At the first race, Charles swept the board; pole, win and fast-

est lap, along with some awesome on-track fighting with 

Verstappen. Another clean sweep in Melbourne, saw you lead-

ing both Championships and Charles had a healthy 80 points 

advantage.

But then came Imola.

Carlos’s bad luck continued as he was spun out by Daniel Ricciardo on the 

first lap. Meanwhile, after intially taking the lead, Charles lost it to Max, 

and then spun himself off the podium while fans watched in dispair 

as competency once again seemed to crumble back to ineptitude. At 

Miami you managed to regain some composure, and nab some much 

needed points. However, as the F1 circus moved on to Spain things 

began to unravel badly. Charles saw his lead melt away as his engine 

failed.

Carlos became a casualty of the wind at Turn 4, but managed to 

get home in 4th. At this point, your lead was crumbling in both 

Championships. Ferrari fans hoped against all hope that you would 

find your mojo once again and take the wins you so richly deserve. 

But, at Monaco, disaster struck! Strategy clearly had been quaffing 

a little too much of the bubbly stuff and royally mucked up Charles’s 

guaranteed home win. Sainz nabbed 2nd place, but by this time both 

Championship leads were lost. And then, the final nail in the coffin last 

Ferrari’s Series of Unfortunate Events

week in Baku when many, many Ferrari engines gave up the ghost 
and both cars DNF’d. But where do you go from here my darlings?

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events begins: “If you are 
interested in stories with happy endings, you would be better off 
reading some other book. In this book, not only is there no happy 
ending, there is no happy beginning and very few happy things in the 
middle.”

And at the moment it would seem that Ferrari fans are never going to 
get a happy ending. But the Tifosi have heart, and above all passion. 
They believe in you.

You have one of the best cars on the grid. You have two of the best 
drivers on the grid. You should be leading this by a country mile.
So, and I’m going to be blunt here, this laissez faire attitude has got 
to stop, it’s time to pull your finger out and sort your sh*t out!
As John C Maxwell said: “Teamwork makes the dream work, but a vi-
sion becomes a nightmare when the leader has a big dream and a 
bad team.”

Here are a some pointers that may 
help get you back on the right path:

1. Take stock – recognise and ac-
knowledge that you have slipped up
2. Stop playing the blame game – 
it doesn’t help pointing out failures 
to people who already know they’ve 
messed up. You need to work togeth-
er to get back on track
3. Communicate – encourage eve-
ryone to input their thoughts about 
what is and isn’t working and what 
they think the solutions are
4. Readjust – if you need to change things to improve, change 
them
5. Refocus – get your eyes back on the prize

Finally, keep a positive mental attitude – yes, you’ve had a couple of 
blips, but blips are not permanent, and anything that isn’t permanent 
can easily be overcome. 
You got this Ferrari, you can do it!
Hope that helps?
Love
Aunty Carla
xx



 

TOP        SHOT
Max Verstappen celebrates his 
26th career victory in F1 as he 

takes a sizeable lead in 
the standings



GERMAN GP

With Sachsenring master Marc Marquez absent from the 
German Grand Prix as he focuses in recovering from his 
recent arm surgery, a new king of Sachsenring needed to 
be crowned in 2022 – a coronation that could well also 
prove to be crucial in the tussle for the Riders’ title. 

KYLE FRANCIS / MOTOGP EDITOR

2022 MOTOGP WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING
HIGHLIGHTS

History was destined to be 
made at the Sachsenring 

in 2022 with the absence of 
Marc Marquez from the German 
Grand Prix due to his enforced 
rest period following his recent 
arm surgery. The Honda pilot 
has won every race at the cir-
cuit since making his MotoGP 
debut in 2013 – Dani Pedrosa 
was the last man other than 
Marquez to win back in 2012.

Eclipsing the six-time premier 
class champion’s stout re-
cord at the German venue is 
his Honda outfit, the Japanese 
brand having won every race at 
the Sachsenring since 2010 – 
Valentino Rossi’s 2009 success 
with Yamaha the last time any-
thing other than a Honda tast-

ed victory at the track. 

Ducati’s last – and only - 
Sachsenring win came courtesy 
of Casey Stoner in 2008, and 
the Italian brand looked deter-
mined to break its victory duck 
by dominating practice before 
2021 MotoGP vice-champion 
Francesco Bagnaia flew to a 
third pole of the year on Satur-
day. 

Bagnaia managed to bat off 
the boiling temperatures of 
the Sachsenring on qualifying 
day to remain ice cool in the 
pole shootout as he was never 
headed. He set the first ever 
sub-1m 20s qualifying effort of 
the historic circuit in the final 
minutes to deny closest chal-

Bagnaia continues to control Ger-
man event with third 2022 pole      

Quartararo salvages front-row after 
sub-par practice   

Bastianini struggles to 17th as rook-
ie team-mate Di Gianantonio goes 
fifth

Espagraro keeps up title pressure on 
Quartararo with fourth 

lenger and series leader Fabio 
Quartararo. 

“I’m happy because doing the 
1:19 this afternoon wasn’t easy, 
the conditions were very hot 
so I’m very satisfied to have 
done a time attack like this,” 
explained Bagnaia soon after 
bagging pole at the Sachsen-
ring. “The pace was really good, 
I was glad to have tried the 
Hard [compound tyre] in FP4 
and I felt great with it, I still ha-
ven’t chosen the front tyre yet 
but tomorrow will be the day to 
decide, but in any case we have 
done a great job until now. The 
start will be so important and if 
you are not in the first position 
you’ll need to overtake as soon 
as possible to have any chance 
to fight.” 
Quartararo’s effort was im-
pressive given his relatively 
low-profile speed during prac-
tice, and with his and the M1’s 
tendency to go better during 
the race it was a fair expecta-
tion that he could craft a chal-
lenge on Bagnaia for Sunday 
supremacy, though it would be 
a tough proposition to overtake 
at the ultra-fast Sachsenring. 

Johann Zarco managed to hang 
on to complete the front row 
after being bumped back to 
third by his countryman in the 
dying seconds, though the Pra-
mac rider’s effort was still ad-

mirable as he lapped less than 
a tenth-of-a-second adrift of 
Bagnaia’s benchmark.  

Aleix Espargaro was keen to 
put his nightmare ending to 
the Catalan GP firmly behind 
him by qualifying fourth as he 
looked to revitalise his podi-
um finishing run, while Gresini 
rookie Fabio Di Gianantonio 
continued his recent strong 
Saturday form by completing 
the top five despite having to 
navigate Q1. 

Jack Miller and Jorge Martin 
were unable to sustain their 
early Q2 speed – with which 
they managed the second and 
third best times behind Bagnaia 
– later on in the pole shootout 
and were eventually shuffled 
back to sixth and eighth re-
spectively, the VR46 Ducati 
example of Luca Marini splitting 
them. 

Maverick Vinales again strug-
gled to match his team-mate 
in Q2 and thus had to settle for 
ninth ahead of LCR Honda’s Ta-
kaaki Nakagami, the Japanese 
ace causing a yellow flag in the 
closing moments that rendered 
several rider’s final attempts 
null and void.

Marco Bezzecchi and Suzuki’s 
Joan Mir – the only GSX-RR that 
would take part in the bulk of 

the German weekend as a re-
sult of Alex Rins pulling out 
after FP3 after struggling with 
the left wrist fracture he sus-
tained in his Catalan GP crash – 
completed the 12 pole shootout 
contenders. 

Pol Espargaro rode through the 
pain barrier, having picked up a 
suspected rib injury as a result 
of a pair of high-speed Turn 1 
crashes in FP1, to claim 13th on 
the grid, the Qatar GP rostrum 
finisher just shading factory 
KTM duo Miguel Oliveira and 
Brad Binder for the position.

Enea Bastianini’s practice 
struggles continued into qual-
ifying meanwhile as the three-
time 2022 race victor managed 
just 17th on the grid, the Italian 
lapping a concerning 0.598s 
down on team-mate Di Gianan-
tonio in Q1 who comfortably led 
the session.

Home hero Stefan Bradl 
scored 18th for his first home 
GP outing in three years, the 
Honda pilot narrowly shading 
RNF Racing Yamaha’s Andrea 
Dovizioso and Franco Morbidelli 
who continued to suffer with 
their respective M1’s.     

Martin streaks to fourth career pole



RACE
HIGHLIGHTS

As the half-way point of 
the 2022 MotoGP season 

beckoned, Francesco Bagnaia 
was keen to convert his hard-
earned pole position from 
Saturday into Ducati’s first 
Sachsenring success since 
2008 on Sunday afternoon, 
though the blue Yamaha M1 
starting directly alongside had 
other ideas. 

With tyre choice potentially 
crucial in the simmering heat 
beating down on the German 
venue, Bagnaia opted to go for 
the Hard compound rear tyre 
with longevity in mind while 
Fabio Quartararo went for the 
medium rear, a tyre that he felt 
more confident with. 

Quartararo’s confidence would 
ultimately prove pivotal as he 
streaked to a second straight 
win while Bagnaia would end 
another race in the gravel trap, 
his title chances becoming an 
ever more distant dream as 
the summer break ranges into 
view. 

Having made a lightning get-
away from second on the grid, 
Quartararo dived inside of Ba-
gnaia to snatch the lead away 
off the start to try and make 
sure he could control his front 
tyre temperature and pressure, 
a luxury Bagnaia was also keen 
to enjoy.

Quartararo strengthens hold on 2022 
championship with win      

Bagnaia’s title hopes hang in the 
balance after fourth non-score of 
2022 

Miller shrugs off long-lap punish-
ment to salvage rostrum 

Espagraro drops to 34 points adrift 
of Quartararo after being dumped 
from podium

Sachsenring 
RACE REPORT 

The Italian counter-attacked at 
the start of lap two, though the 
2018 Moto2 Champion ran wide 
and allowed the Yamaha back 
through into first. With Quar-
tararo subsequently edging 
clear and establishing himself 
firmly in the lead, Bagnaia went 
the opposite way and dropped 
the rear of his Desmosedici at 
the exit of Turn 1 just four laps 
in – ending his race there and 
then and leaving him to face a 
steep 91-point cliff to Quartara-
ro in the overall standings. 

From this point onwards the 
series leader babied his rub-
ber and controlled the gap to 
the now second-placed Johann 
Zarco, with Quartararo ulti-
mately taking the chequered 
flag a commanding 4.9 sec-
onds clear of his countryman 
to further extend his points 
advantage. 

“It was really difficult because 
when you’ve already made a 
race like Barcelona that is 24 
laps it’s so long, but 30 laps 
is like a nightmare and to be 
honest it was like the longest 
race of my career,” explained 
Quartararo shortly after scor-
ing his first win at the Sachsen-
ring, as well as Yamaha’s first 
since 2009. “I was still enjoying 
though and I could see the gap 
increasing a little bit and was 
having fun, it was great to have 
my first victory here at the 
Sachsenring. 

“The decision (to use the Medi-
um rear and not the Hard rear 
tyre) was because all weekend 
I felt better with the Medium 
and I felt the drop between 
the Hard and the Medium was 
more or less similar, but I felt 
stronger with the Medium so 
we decided to go with that one. 
I’m feeling tired to be honest 
because over the last three 
days I’ve only slept for around 

Circuit: Sachsenring  
Laps: 30 (3.671km)
Lap Record: 1:21.228

Quartararo crowned new King of the Ring

(Below) Zarco utilised a strong 
start to score the runners-up 

result

(Bottom) Bagnaia saw his title 
chances made even harder with 

his third DNF in five races 



eight hours in total, so it’s great 
to finish the weekend, have a rest 
for Assen and of course enjoy the 
moment.”  

Zarco, who elected to take the 
harder rear tyre like Bagnaia, ulti-
mately failed to see any long term 
benefit with his choice and con-
versely began to fall further away 
from Quartararo in the dying stag-
es, the Pramac Ducati man left to 
come home a solid second for his 
second successive rostrum result. 

“Germany is more difficult than 
Thailand or Malaysia, we don’t 
need to fly away for our holidays 
anymore if Germany will always 
be this hot!,” joked Zarco after dis-
embarking his Ducati. “It doesn’t 
help that the layout is quite tricky, 
and the construction of the rear 
tyre also makes the job harder. 
It was a good race for me with a 
good start, it was useful overtak-
ing Aleix [Espargaro] as I think this 
was the key point of the race for 
me. 

“Then after Pecco [Bagnaia] 
crashed I was only one second 
behind Fabio  and I did my best to 
stay with him, I believed I could 
catch him because I had the hard 
rear and he had the Medium. But 
after half-way I was struggling so 
much with edge grip and he got 
away, but thanks to the motiva-
tion of trying to stay with him I 
got a good advantage over third 
so these five seconds were useful 
to control the race and finish sec-
ond.”

Jack Miller meanwhile was on a 
tear having been forced to drop 

to seventh early on as a result of 
having to serve a long-lap pun-
ishment for crashing under yellow 
flags during practice, the Aussie 
moving clear of his fellow Duca-
ti brethren before chasing down 
Aprilia pair Aleix Espargaro and 
Maverick Vinales who were busy 
battling over third. 

Miller took fourth when Vinales 
was forced to retire after his rear 
ride-height device failed to disen-
gage, while he finally made third 
his own after Espargaro ran wide 
at Turn 1 with just a few laps re-
maining. 

“It’s bloody hot out there, I think 
this was the most physical race 
I’ve done in MotoGP simply be-
cause of the temperature and the 
layout of the track, there’s no rest 
and you’re constantly working,” 
explained Miller following the con-
test. “Having to spend the whole 
race chasing others didn’t help 
having to cop the heat from the 
other bikes, but it was a fun race 
and I had a lot of confidence and 
really good feeling with the bike 
all weekend since we rolled out in 
FP1.” 

Espargaro had to settle for fourth 
– his points deficit to Quartararo 
swelling up to 34 points – ahead 
of VR46 Ducati’s Luca Marini, who 
enjoyed a late race charge after 
keeping his rubber alive for longer 
than his rivals.

Jorge Martin claimed sixth on the 
sister Pramac Desmosedici ahead 
of Sunday stormer Brad Binder, 
who rose from 15th on the grid to 
secure seventh for KTM. 

(Top) Bastianini fought back 
from a tough qualifying to 

complete the top ten

(Right) Quartararo controlled 
the competition at the 

Sachsenring 



(Top) Miller brushed off a 
long-lap penalty to charge 
forward and grab the final 

podium spot

(Right) Vinales saw a 
potential podium disap-

pear with a rear ride height 
device failure 

Gresini rookie Fabio Di Gianan-
tonio continued to show encour-
aging progress as he scored a 
best-ever premier class result of 
eighth having run within the top 
five for the bulk of the encoun-
ter, while the other factory KTM 
of Miguel Oliveira and three-time 
2022 MotoGP race winner Enea 
Bastianini completed the top ten 
after starting 14th and 17th re-
spectively. 

Honda’s domination of the 
Sachsenring circuit across the 
past 12 years came to a brutal 
end in 2022 after only one of its 
RC213-V’s reached the chequered 
flag, that of home hero Stefan 
Bradl who was the final classified 
rider in 16th. 

LCR duo Takaaki Nakagami and 
Alex Marquez went out with a 
crash and technical gremlins re-
spectively; while the second facto-
ry machine of Pol Espargaro was 
parked after the Spaniard began 
to struggle with his injured ribs 
late on. 

Suzuki’s suffered a similarly dis-
astrous weekend after Alex Rins 
pulled out from the remainder 
of the weekend after FP3 due to 
suffering with his fractured left 
wrist, while Joan Mir crashed out 
in the opening circulations at Turn 
1 while running 13th.   

(Left) Martin struggled to 
match his Ducati team-
mates en-route to sixth

(Below) Marini enjoyed his 
strongest 2022 outing to 
date to round off the top 
five



WINNER

POS RIDER TEAM GAP

1 Fabio Quartararo Monster Energy Yamaha 
MotoGP 41:12.8160

2 Johann Zarco Prima Pramac Racing +4.939

3 Jack Miller Ducati Lenovo Team +8.372

4 Aleix Espargaro Aprilia Racing +9.113

5 Luca Marini Mooney VR46 Racing 
Team +11.679

6 Jorge Martin Prima Pramac Racing +13.164

7 Brad Binder Red Bull KTM Factory 
Racing +15.405

8 Fabio Di Giannantonio Gresini Racing MotoGP +15.851

9 Miguel Oliveira Red Bull KTM Factory 
Racing +19.740

10 Enea Bastianini Gresini Racing MotoGP +21.611

11 Marco Bezzecchi Mooney VR46 Racing 
Team +23.175

12 Raúl Fernández Tech3 KTM Factory 
Racing +26.548

13 Franco Morbidelli Monster Energy 
Yamaha MotoGP +29.014

14 Andrea Dovizioso WithU Yamaha RNF 
MotoGP Team +30.680

15 Remy Gardner Tech3 KTM Factory 
Racing +30.812

16 Stefan Bradl Repsol Honda Team +52.040

17 Pol Espargaro Repsol Honda Team DNF

18 Maverick Viñales Aprilia Racing DNF

19 Takaaki Nakagami LCR Honda CASTROL DNF

20  Alex Marquez LCR Honda IDEMITSU DNF

RESULT
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Fabio Quartararo 172

2 Aleix Espargaro 138

3 Johann Zarco 111

4 Enea Bastianini 100

5 Brad Binder 82

6 Francesco Bagnaia 81

7 Jack Miller 81

8 Alex Rins 69

POS TEAM PTS

1 Aprilia Racing 171

2 Monster Energy Yamaha 
MotoGP 169

3 Ducati Lenovo Team 146

4 Pramac Racing 142

5 Team Suzuki Ecstar 138

6 Red Bull KTM Factory 130

7 Gresini Racing MotoGP 102

8 Repsol Honda Team 100

TEAMS’STANDINGS

RIDERS’STANDINGS

FABIO QUARTARARO



SNAPSHOT

Espargaro salvaged fourth after suffering from 
a front vibration across the entirety of the race

Suzuki left Germany empty 
handed after Mir crashed early 

Binder completed a spectacular Sunday 
by recovering to seventh from 15th 

Quartararo extended his series lead to 
34 as the season hits it’s halfway mark
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MILLER JOINS KTM FOR 2023 
AND 2024

MARQUEZ HAS SUCCESSFUL FIRST CHECK-UP 
FOLLOWING SURGERY

Marc Marquez has undergone 
a successful first check-up 
since the latest surgery on his 
right arm that took place in the 
USA two weeks ago. The six-
time premier class champion 
announced that he would 
miss the bulk of the remainder 
of the 2022 campaign after 
the Italian Grand Prix as a 
result of further struggles 
with his physical condition 
caused by his injured right 
arm, the Spaniard running into 
problems with his left shoulder 
due to having to ride in a 
compromised fashion.

Having travelled to the Mayo 
Clinic in Minnesota for the 
latest successful operation – 
designed to rotate his humerus 
after it healed incorrectly, thus 

limiting movement in his right 
arm – Marquez headed home 
to Madrid to rest up as he 
looks to potentially make his 
racing return before the end of 
the season. 

His Honda outfit revealed on 
Saturday at the Sachsenring 
that Marquez had undergone a 
“positive post-operative check” 
at the Ruber Internacional 
Hospital in Madrid, though he 
would have to keep his injured 
arm “immobilised” for the next 
few weeks as his recovery 
continues, with a further 
check-up set to occur in four 
weeks time. 

“Today I had a medical check 
in Madrid and the doctors 
are happy,” said Marquez in a 

short statement. “My arm is 
immobilized, and it will be like 
this for the next few weeks. 
My feelings so far are positive 
because I have no pain, this is 
very important.  It allows me 
to rest and follow the doctors’ 
rules: a healthy diet, drink a lot 
and try to hang out with our 
dogs because it is important 
that the body is not inactive.  
The most important thing from 
my doctors is that I have to be 
calm and patient.”

Marquez has been replaced at 
Honda by the manufacturers 
test rider Stefan Bradl until 
he is fit enough to make his 
return, the German joining Pol 
Espargaro at the squad. 

Jack Miller will join KTM’s factory 
outfit for the 2023 and 2024 
MotoGP seasons after signing 
a two-year deal to compete for 
the marque. The Aussie has 
been heavily rumoured to have 
been looking at a switch to KTM 
from current employers Ducati 
after the Italian brand elected 
to replace him with either Jorge 
Martin or Enea Bastianini for 
next year. 

Wanting to remain as a full 
factory rider rather than a 
satellite one as he would do 
with Ducati, Miller instead held 
dialogue and signed a deal with 
KTM alongside Brad Binder to 
replace the outgoing Miguel 
Oliveira.  KTM Racing Team 
Manager Francesco Guidotti – 
who has previously worked with 
the three-time premier class 
race winner when both were 
a part of the Pramac Ducati 
operation -  says it is a “big 
pleasure” that KTM could bring 
Miller back into its fold nearly a 
decade after narrowly missing 
out on the 2014 Moto3 world 
title with the KTM Ajo squad. 
“Of course we’ve known Jack 

since he made a boom with Aki 
and our Moto3 program and it’s 
a big pleasure to bring a rider of 
his capabilities into our MotoGP 
structure,” said Guidotti. “He left 
us with a positive impression, 
and we’ve stayed in contact. 
Jack’s approach and attitude to 
racing are very similar to ours. 
I am very proud that he comes 
back to Red Bull KTM again and 
he will be a great addition to 
our mission.”

KTM will be the third MotoGP 
manufacturer that Miller has 
competed with, having raced 
with Honda across its satellite 
entries run by LCR and Marc 
VDS Racing from his debut in 
2015 until joining the Ducati fold 
in 2018 – a sole win coming on 
the RC213-V at a sodden Assen 
in 2017. 

Having notched up a total 
of nine podiums with the 
Pramac team, he managed 
to snag a factory ride for the 
2021 campaign, picking up 
his second and third career 
victories back-to-back at Jerez 
and Le Mans.



 

TOP        SHOT
El Diablo celebrates his third 

MotoGP win of the 2022 
campaign



I S  I N DYCAR 'S

BEG I N N I NG TO 
SHOW CRACKS?

Over the past 20 years, 
many different talented 
drivers have come and 
gone from IndyCar, but 
one driver has remained 
consistently at the head 
of the field: Scott Dixon. 
51 wins, 28 poles, and six 
championships describe 
an incredible career over 
the past two decades, 
and one that is still ongo-
ing. Aside from the in-
credible numbers he has 

accrued, Dixon has an 
innate ability to stay 

calm under pres-
sure, recover 

from adverse 
situations, 

and act 
in a 

professional manner at 
all times. He truly is one 
of the legendary drivers 
of the sport.

Dixon’s consistency and 
ability to stay cool un-
der pressure despite any 
situation around him has 
earned him the nickname 
The Iceman. That moniker 
was first associated with 
the New Zealander many 
years ago, and has stuck 
with him as he grew his 
resume into legendary 
territory. Lately however, 
after racing in IndyCar for 
over half of his life, Dixon 
seems to have lost a bit 
of the edge that he has 
been known for.

WORDS KEVIN DEJEWSKIINDYCAR OPINION



At the halfway point in 
the 2022 season, Dixon 
currently sits sixth in the 
points standings and has 
yet to log a victory. His 
winless streak has now 
extended to 21 races, the 
longest such drought 
since he had a 39-race 
winless stretch across the 
2003-2005 seasons. Ater 
breaking that nearly-for-
gotten streak, he has be-
come very familiar with 
victory lane, logging 46 
more wins and five more 
championships to add to 
the one that he won in 
2003.

To paint a clearer picture of 
just how consistently good 
Dixon has been in that 
time, consider that he has 
won at least one race in 17 
consecutive IndyCar sea-
sons. There are drivers in 
the series today that were 
barely born when he start-
ed that streak, and many 
of them grew up idolizing 
Dixon’s wins while watch-
ing races on television. A 
‘Dixon-esque drive’ is a 
phrase commonly used in 
the paddock to describe 
when a driver single-hand-
edly pulls out a good result 
despite an adverse situa-

tion. He has been a model 
of longevity in the sport, 
and has been remarkably 
consistent in his skill be-
hind the wheel all the while.

Little mistakes have been 
sneaking into Dixon’s per-
formances lately, though, 
and they are noticed be-
cause of the rarity in which 
they usually occur. The most 
high-profile recent mistake 
came in the Indianapolis 
500, when Dixon threw 
away a solid chance at vic-
tory when he misjudged 
the entry to pit lane and in-
curred a penalty near the 

end of the race. The rest 
of the race had been near-
ly flawless, and it was ex-
pected that Dixon would be 
able to bring it home in the 
same man-
ner. A pure 
driver error 
such as that 
is almost un-
heard of for 
the 41-year-
old that has built a career 
out of his consistency.

Not all recent races have 
had such mistakes, but 
Dixon often finds that he is 
simply not a factor for the 

win. Solid top-10 finish-
es, of which he has plen-
ty this season, help out in 
the points race, but they 
are not on the same lev-

el as a convincing victory. 
Simply put, there are a few 
other drivers that seem to 
be stealing the spotlight 
away from one of the most 
respected names in the 
series.

Dixon’s current performance 
level, as uncharacteristic as 
it may be, is not one that has 
led to a truly bad season. 
In fact, a common senti-

ment among oth-
er drivers is that 
they wish they 
could have one 
of Dixon’s ‘bad 
years,’ because it 
would be a step 

up from their normal perfor-
mances. It is a testament to 
his past record behind the 
wheel that Dixon’s season 
so far would bring anything 
other than a glowing review 
of his results.

IS INDYCAR'S                 BEGINNING TO SHOW CRACKS?INDYCAR OPINION

THERE ARE DRIVERS IN THE 
SERIES THAT WERE BARELY 
BORN WHEN HE STARTED HIS 

WIN STREAK



IS INDYCAR'S                 BEGINNING TO SHOW CRACKS?INDYCAR OPINION

In 2021, Dixon finished 
fourth in the points stand-
ings, 68 points behind his 
team-mate and champi-
onship winner Alex Palou. 
It was the first time since 

2011, when Dario 
Frahchitti took his third 
championship in a row, 
that Dixon was not 
the highest-finishing 
Ganassi driver. Palou 
exhibited many of the 
consistent, unflappable 
characteristics that de-
fined the six-time cham-
pion in years past, and it 
led him to his own title.

So far in 2022, Dixon 
has once again lagged 
behind his team-mates, 
only finishing ahead 
of Palou and Marcus 
Ericsson on one occa-
sion at Belle Isle. Team 
owner Chip Ganassi has 
said multiple times that 
his team does not as-

sign preference to a 

number one driver, even 
in the presence of a Hall 
of Fame worthy athlete 
such as Dixon.

Dixon is not very far re-
moved from his sixth ti-
tle, which he won just two 
seasons ago, and every 
driver has small perfor-
mance gaps in their re-
sumes. But this latest 
trend appears to be a 
more substantial change 
in his performance than 
seen throughout his ca-
reer. Only time will tell if 
The Iceman truly is melt-
ing under the pressure of 
a new generation of tal-
ent, or if this is a momen-
tary setback from which 
he will once again return 
to his dominating form.

Only time will tell 
if The Iceman truly 

is melting under the 
pressure 
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AMSP EXPECTS TO SAVE 
O'WARD'S FAILED ENGINE

NEWGARDEN CLAIMS $1 MILLION BONUS FOR 
THIRD WIN OF SEASON 

When Josef Newgarden 
crossed the finish line first at 
Road America, he did more 
than win the race. He also 
earned a hefty bonus. The 
PeopleReady Force for Good 
Challenge was established at 
the beginning of this season 
to reward any driver who won 
a race on all three types of 
courses throughout the year; 
street, road course, and oval.

Newgarden ticked off two of 
those achievements earlier 
in the season with wins at 
Texas and Long Beach, and 
completed the set recently in 
rural Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin. 
As a reward for winning on 
all three types of tracks, the 
veteran was gifted $1 million 
to split between himself, his 
team, and charities of his 

choice. Newgarden chose 
the SeriousFun Children’s 
Network charity and Wags 
and Walks Nashville to receive 
the donated half of the 
prize, with each receiving a 
significant amount of aid.

“Our dog Axel was adopted 
through Wags & Walks,” 
said Newgarden, explaining 
why he chose the charities. 
“They’ve been doing an 
amazing job. They work 
with a lot of great people in 
Nashville. They save all sorts 
of dogs. We’re very happy to 
be able to get some money 
to this group because they’ve 
done a lot for us and for a lot 
of people in Nashville. Very 
thrilled.

“We want to help these 

groups as much as we can. 
To have something like this 
challenge I think fires you up 
more competitively, that you 
want to get it done for them. 
You know it’s just a bonus and 
a plus for these two groups. I 
just know how impactful it is, 
so I get really competitive and 
want to make it happen.”

Even though Newgarden 
claimed the large prize with 
his win, smaller $10,000 
prizes for each win are still 
in effect through the 2022 
season. The two-time series 
champion will make an effort 
to continue earning money 
for the charities he cares 
about on his way to a third 
championship.

During last week’s IndyCar 
race from Road America, Pato 
O’Ward suffered an unexpected 
engine failure with just nine laps 
remaining. The early retirement 
put an end to what was a 
mediocre weekend for the star 
driver, but he may not have a 
future grid penalty to add insult 
to injury.

According to a Chevy 
spokesperson, O’Ward’s engine 
does not appear to be damaged 
after all. The engine was re-fired 
in the garage area following 
the race, and no immediate 
issues were evident. The 
suspicion at this time is that the 
problem that ended his day was 
electrical in nature, and that the 
engine will be able to be used in 
future races without penalty.

Arrow McLaren SP plans to 
remove the engine from the 
chassis and send it to Detroit 
to go through a full evaluation 
before making any final 
decisions. It is also not known 
at this time if the problem 
originated from the team’s 
end or through a defect in the 

engine itself, but that answer is 
high on the list of priorities for 
the evaluation.

O’Ward was knocking on the 
door of a top 10 result following 
an already tough weekend 
when his engine suddenly lost 
power heading into turn 12. He 
was not able to return to the 
pits, and finished in the 26th 
position. The hit to the Mexican 
driver’s points situation may 
be the most damaging, as he 
fell from third to fourth and lost 
considerable ground to the new 
leader Marcus Ericsson.

AMSP and Chevrolet have a few 
weeks to find the issue, as the 
series has a two-week break 
before heading to Mid-Ohio the 
weekend of July 3.

AMSP and Chevy will evaluate the engine further to find the cause

Newgarden was all smiles talking 
to the founders of the charities



AGGRESSIVENESS COST 
ROSSI A CHANCE AT WIN 

With three laps remaining in 
the Sonsio Grand Prix at Road 
America, Alexander Rossi did 
his best to time his restart 
perfectly in order to get a jump 
on Josef Newgarden for the 
win. Rossi was a bit too close 
to Newgarden when the two-
time champion hit the throttle, 
however, and was not able 
to make a move for the top 
position.

He quickly lost ground, was 
nearly 0.75 seconds behind by 
the time he passed the starter’s 
stand, and found himself having 
to defend against the cars 
behind. Despite trying to break 
the draft down the long front 
stretch, Rossi was not able to 
hold off Marcus Ericsson and 
ended up losing second place as 
well.

“A little disappointing when you 
start on pole and can’t convert,” 
said Rossi. “It was generally a 
good day I think. Josef had a 

little bit better pace than us. I 
think we were the second best 
car. [I was] pretty aggressive 
on the restart there to try and 
do something. Just kind of 
overstepped a little bit. That’s 
what allowed Marcus [Ericsson] 
to get by. [Newgarden] went 
pretty early on the first [restart]. 
I went with him on the second 
and actually got too close. Yeah, 
he executed well. It was my 
mistake, which allowed Marcus 
to get by. You got to try in those 
situations to go for the win.

“Ultimately I don’t know that 
we would have been able to 
win. Got held up with Scott 
McLaughlin a little bit coming 
into the pits when we were 
trying to leave on the first 
sequence. From there on it 
was trying to close the gap 
that got started there. A little 
disappointing, but all in all I 
think it was a very positive 
weekend for us for obvious 
reasons.”

ERICSSON: 'NOTHING WRONG' WITH MOVE IN 
CLASH WITH PALOU 

Early in the IndyCar race from 
Road America, team-mates 
Marcus Ericsson and Alex 
Palou came together while 
battling for the third position. 
Ericsson made a move to the 
inside of the Turn 5 braking 
zone, but contact with Palou 
broke the Spanish driver’s 
steering. 

The reigning series champion 
ended up in the gravel, and 
had to have his car towed 
back to pit lane. After the 
race, Ericsson explained 
that he was completely 
comfortable with the move he 
executed and believes it was 
all fair racing.

“From inside the car, the 
door was open there,” said 
Ericsson. “I went for the 
move. Alongside him at the 
apex, made the corner. From 

my side he turns into me 
from the outside lane. You 
hate to see your team-mate 
retire from a contact with 
you. That’s the last thing you 
want to do. I don’t see I did 
anything wrong. It was a fully 
race move.

“It might have been early 
in the race, but this race is 
a track-position race. If you 
get an opportunity, you need 
to go for it. As I said, there 
was nothing wrong with that 
move. That was clear on the 
TV pictures. I feel like [the 
responsibility] was more on 
his side there.”

Palou saw the clash a bit 
differently immediately 
afterwards, as is usually the 
case, and felt that his team-
mate was overly aggressive 
so early in the race.

“I think he was trying to win 
the race on the third lap,” a 
frustrated Palou told NBC 
shortly after the crash. “I was 
surprised that my team-mate 
hit me, not that the car broke. 
We can play this game as 
well, so we’ll see.”

Ericsson and Palou have 
reportedly cleared the air 
following the race weekend, 
and are on good terms again. 
Even so, all eyes will be on 
the team-mates in Mid-Ohio 
to see if the pair of generally 
calm and collected drivers 
continue their battle on track.

Ericsson and Palou were close to 
contact through the entire corner

Rossi couldn’t keep up with 
Newgarden on the final restart



 

TOP        SHOT
Fernando Alonso dares to test the 

waters at Turn 1 in Canada



IMOLA
2022 DTM SERIES

PHIL OAKLEY / SPORTSCAR REPORTER



RACE 1
HIGHLIGHTS

Abt Audi’s Rene Rast start-
ed the opening race of the 

Imola weekend from pole, with 
fellow Audi driver alongside 
him. Thomas Preining qualified 
third in the single Kus Team 
Bernhard Porsche, with series 
rookie Clemens Schmid fourth 
after looking like he’d take pole 
for much of the session. Ricar-
do Feller was fifth and Mirko 
Bortolotti qualified sixth but a 
grid penalty demoted him 10 
places to 16th.

Muller briefly challenged Rast 
for the race lead going into 
the Tamburello chicane on the 
opening lap, but Rast out-mus-
cled him and had the lead by 
the time they reached Variante 

Villenueve.

From there, Rast never real-
ly looked back. The German 
quickly extended a lead to Mul-
ler, before pitting earlier than 
some of those behind, including 
Muller. Once the leaders had 
completed their stops, Rast still 
held the lead, and continued to 
gently extend it to 3.8 seconds 
at the flag.

This marked Rast’s first win 
since 2020 and the first in the 
GT3 era of the championship. 
He was delighted with his first 
DTM win in almost two years.

Behind him, the order mostly 
remained the same, with Nico 

Rast wins from pole in dominant 
display

Bortolli comes from 16th on grid to 
finish third

Championship leader S. van der 
Linde finishes eighth

Three points separate Bortolotti and 
S. van der Linde in championship 
lead

Muller having a lonely race to 
second. Other than challenging 
Rast at the start of the race, he 
wasn’t able to keep up with the 
rapid German — but was quicker 
than those behind.

Preining started third and fin-
ished fourth. The Austrian 
stayed ahead of Schmid at the 
start, but try as he might, he 
couldn’t find a way past Mul-
ler, who quickly created a small 
gap and relieved himself from 
the pressure the Porsche was 
putting on him. 

With Schmid falling back and 
losing out to Kelvin van der 
Linde for fourth after the pit 
stops, Preining looked nailed on 
for his maiden DTM podium, af-
ter three retirements in a row at 
the Lausitzring and Portimao. 

However, he hadn’t reckoned 
with the charge Mirko Bortolotti 
would put towards the end of 
the race. Bortolotti had started 
16th due to a grid penalty, but 
gained the lead due to a strat-
egy which saw him pitting later 
than the majority of drivers.

This overcut vaulted him from 
16th to eighth when he left the 
pits. He quickly dispatched Mar-
co Wittman for seventh, then 
began to chase team-mate 
Schmid. He was additional-
ly helped by Feller’s puncture, 
which saw the young Swiss 
driver retire from the race.

Meanwhile, Bortolotti caught 
Schmid, his GRT teammate, 
and quickly passed him to 
take fifth, demoting Schmid to 
sixth, where he’d finish. Next 
up was K. van der Linde. Again, 
Bortolotti caught him relative-
ly quickly thanks to his fresh 
rubber, but the South African 
proved harder to pass than 
Schmid. Eventually, though, the 
charging Italian found a way 
through, moving himself up to 
fourth — just one step off the 
podium.

Preining was holding onto that 
podium position well when Bor-
tolotti caught him with just a 
few minutes to go. The Austri-
an defended at every oppor-
tunity possible on the narrow 
track, but Bortolotti forced his 
way through at Tosa, making 
contact with the Porsche in an 
incident the stewards noted.

Bortolotti had the pace to catch 

Rast dominates to win from pole at Imola

Muller in second but, unfortu-
nately, time was running out. 
He would eventually finish 1.3 
seconds behind the Swiss man, 
going from 16th on the grid to 
third at the flag. Like Rast, he 
too was overjoyed, celebrating 
with his team like he’d won the 
race. 

Bortolotti’s championship rival 
Sheldon van der Linde finished 
in eighth, exactly where he 
started the race. The younger 
van der Linde brother was car-
rying success ballast as a result 
of his win at the second race 
at the Lausitzring, so this race 
was mainly about damage limi-
tation and scoring points, which 
he did, taking home four points 
for his trouble.

Bortolotti scored 16 points — 15 
for third and one for setting 
fastest lap, a 1m 40.957s on lap 
25 with fresh rubber and a light 
fuel tank.



WINNER

RESULT 1

RENE RAST

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Rene Rast Team ABT

2 Nico Muller Team Rosberg 0.347

3 Mirko Bortolotti GRT 1.817

4 Thomas Preining Kus Team Bernhard 6.907

5 Kelvin van der Linde Team ABT Sportsline 7.338

6 Clemens Schmid GRT 7.682

7 Marco Wittmann Walkenhorst 
Motorsport 14.572

8 Sheldon van der Linde Schubert Motorsport 14.872

9 Dennis Olsen SSR Performance 15.426

10 Maro Engel Mercedes-AMG Team 
GruppeM Racing 16.236

11 Luca Stolz Mercedes-AMG Team 
HRT 16.732

12 Philipp Eng Schubert Motorsnort 21.836

13 Laurens Vanthoor SSR Performance 23.874

14 Nick Cassidy Red Bull AlphaTauri AF 
Corse 27.503

15 Rolf Ineichen GRT 27.748

16 Arjun Maini Mercedes-AMG Team HRT 29.537

17 Marius Zug Attempto Racing 29.980

18 Maximilian Buhk Mercedes-AMG Team 
Mucke Motorsport 31.285

19 Mikael Grenier Mercedes-AMG 
GruppeM Racing 1:14.562

20 Maximilian Gotz Mercedes-AMG Team 
Winward Racing 1:18.639

21 David Schumacher Mercedes-AMG Team 
Winward +1 Lap



RACE 2
HIGHLIGHTS

Ricardo Feller started the 
race from pole after being 

quickest in qualifying, 0.152s 
ahead of Red Bull AlphaTauri 
AF Corse’s Felipe Fraga. Marco 
Wittmann was third, with 
Maro Engel alongside him. 
Clemens Schmid continued his 
impressive qualifying form and 
started fifth. Championship 
challengers Mirko Bortolotti 
and Sheldon van der Linde 
started 10th and 11th, while 
Saturday race winner Rene 
Rast was eighth.

Feller held Fraga off going 
into Tamburello, as the Swiss 
polesitter had the inside 
line going into the chicane. 

However, at the final corner, 
Feller put a wheel into the 
gravel and, with the reduced 
momentum, the Brazilian Red 
Bull AlphaTauri AF Corse driver 
passed him, meaning he led 
the opening lap.

However, a crash between GRT 
Lamborghini’s Rolf Ineichen 
and Thomas Preining, the 
latter of which finished fourth 
in Saturday’s race, brought the 
Safety Car out. This meant, 
once the pit window opened, 
the leaders, including Feller 
and Fraga, dived into the pits, 
leaving Nick Cassidy in the 
other Red Bull AlphaTauri AF 
Corse Ferrari leading from SSR 

Feller takes maiden DTM win

Fraga comes unstuck at safety car 
restart

Gore scores first DTM career podium

Championship rivals S. van der Linde 
and Bortolotti finish fifth and tenth

Performance Porsche’s Dennis 
Olsen.

When they emerged, though, 
Fraga found he was no longer 
in the virtual lead. An accident 
at the start involving Laurens 
Vanthoor, Maximilian Buhk, 
Dev Gore and Arjun Maini had 
left the former two out of the 
race while Gore and Maini had 
to visit the pits. 

This meant that Gore was able 
to pit seconds after the pit 
window opened, then caught 
the Safety Car train. He was 
duly able to leapfrog the 
entirety of the field when the 
majority pitted, putting him 
into the net lead.

When the Safety Car came in, 
Fraga and Feller challenged 
each other for position, with 
Feller edging out the Brazilian. 
However, Fraga made contact 
with Marco Wittmann and, in 
more bad luck for the Ferrari 
driver, got a puncture leaving 
Tamburello. He tried to get it 
back to the pits but had to pull 
up just after Tosa.

This left Gore, Maini and Feller 
fighting for the lead. Maini 
had tried the same strategy 
as Gore but missed the pity 
window by mere moments, 
meaning he had to pit again 
late into the race. He soon 
slipped down the order as 
Feller and the others behind 

moved in front.

Feller soon got past Gore as 
well, to take the lead. Cassidy 
had created a 10-second 
gap to Olsen behind but 
both needed to stop, which 
they duly did with a minute 
remaining in the pit window.

This put Feller back into the 
lead, which is how the race 
finished, an Audi 1-2, albeit for 
different teams. Feller crossed 
the line to take his first DTM 
win, after only six races in 
the series, and making it five 
winners in six races in 2022.  

In third was Wittmann, who 
passed Lucas Auer in the 
Mercedes on the final lap going 
into Tosa. Auer was fourth with 
championship leader Sheldon 
van der Linde fifth, taking 
home 10 points and extending 
his championship lead to 
12 points over rival Mirko 

Bortolotti, who finished 10th in 
his green GRT Lamborghini.

S. van der Linde’s Schubert 
BMW team-mate Philipp Eng 
was sixth, hassling the South 
African in the latter stages 
of the race. Maro Engel was 
seventh for Mercedes-AMG 
GruppeM, while Team Rosberg 
Audi’s Nico Muller, who’d 
finished second on Saturday, 
was eighth on Sunday.

Reigning champion Maximillian 
Gotz was ninth for Mercedes-
AMG Team Winward, with 
Bortolotti rounding out the top 
ten and taking home a solitary 
point for his efforts.Ricardo Feller grabs maiden DTM win at 

Imola



WINNER

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Ricardo Feller Team ABT Sportsline

2 Dev Gore Team Rosberg 1.873

3 Marco Wittmann Walkenhorst Motor-
sport 3.188

4 Lucas Auer Mercedes-AMG Team 
Winward 4.064

5 Sheldon van der Linde Team ABT Sportsline 4.353

6 Phlipp Eng Schubert Motorsport 4.651

7 Maro Engel Mercedes-AMG Team 
GruppeM Racing 5.286

8 Nico Muller Team Rosberg 8.870

9 Maximilian Gotz Mercedes-AMG Team 
Winward Racing 9.395

10 Mirko Bortolotti GRT 9.807

11 Timo Glock Ceccato Racing 11.692

12 Luca Stolz Mercedes-AMG Team HRT 12.386

13 Kelvin van der Linde Team ABT Sportsline 13.328

14 Esteban Muth Walkenhorst Motor-
sport 16.823

15 Mikael Grenier Mercedes-AMG Team 
GruppeM Racing 17.158

16 Alessio Deledda GRT Grasser-Racing.
com 27.781

17 Nick Cassidy Mercedes-AMG Team HRT 32.132

18 Arjun Maini Mercedes-AMG Team 
HRT 45.081

19 Marius Zug Attempto Racing DNF

20 Davis Schumacher Mercedes-AMG Team 
Winward DNF

21 Clemens Schmid GRT DNF

RESULT 2
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Sheldon van der Linde 80

2 Mirko Bortolotti 68

3 Nico Muller 62

4 Lucas Auer 60

5 Rene Rast 49

6 Ricardo Feller 44

7 Maro Engel 40

8 Luca Stolz 37

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Schubert Motorsport 101

2 Team Rosberg 80

3 ABT Sportsline 74

4 GRT 67

5 Mercedes-AMG Team 
Winward 60

6 Team ABT 49

7 Mercedes-AMG Team HRT 48

8 Mercedes-AMG Team 
GruppeM Racing 41

TEAMS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

RICARDO FELLER



SNAPSHOT Glock was a guest 
driver at Imola

Sheldon van der Linde exited the 
weekend retaining the championship lead

Rast celebrates 
his win

Feller took his first DTM 
race victory on Sunday

Riding the 
Imola kkerbs

Preining runs ahead of 
Kelvin van der Linde
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BMW PRESENTS NEW M4 
GT4 IN VIRGINIA

IMSA ANNOUNCES BUMPER 49-CAR ENTRY 
FOR WATKINS GLEN 

49 cars across all five IMSA 
WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship classes will 
compete in next weekend’s 6 
Hours of The Glen, one of the 
championship’s endurance 
events.

As normal, DPi will be the top 
class in the race. Seven cars 
are entered — the six full-
season cars and the #48 Ally 
Cadillac, driven by NASCAR 
legend and current Indycar 
driver Jimmie Johnson, Toyota 
WEC racer Kamui Kobayadhi, 
and 2010 24 Hours of Le 
Mans winner with Audi, Mike 
Rockenfeller. The car finished 
111th, and 5th in class, at the 
Rolex 24 Hours of Daytona, 
while at Sebring it was both 
sixth overall and in class.

The full season cars are the 

same — four Cadillacs, two 
from Chip Ganassi Racing, 
one from Action Express 
and one from JDC Miller 
Motorsports, and two Acuras 
from Wayne Taylor Racing 
and Meyer Shank — with the 
addition of Loic Duval to the 
#5 Mustang Sampling JDC 
Miller Motorsports Cadillac, 
joining Richard Westbrook 
and Tristan Vautier. Secondly, 
Mike Conway joins Olivier Pla 
and Pipo Derani in the #31 
Whelen Engineering Action 
Express Cadillac.

In LMP2, the #29 Racing 
Team Nederland Oreca 
07-Gibson returns, with Frits 
van Eerd, Giedo van der Garde 
and Dylan Murry at the wheel. 
Each car has also added a 
third driver, mandated for the 
class in the rules. This is the 

same in LMP3 and GTD.

The Risi Competizione Ferrari 
488 GTE Evo makes its return 
for Watkins Glen, with Ferrari 
factory drivers Daniel Serra 
and Davide Rigon listed to 
drive the car. 

LMP3 boasts 11 entries, but 
the GT3-based GTD eclipses 
this with 17, by far the largest 
and most varied class in the 
race. That includes three 
Mercedes-AMG, two cars each 
for BMW, Porsche, Ferrari, 
Lamborghini, and McLaren, 
and a car apiece for Lexus, 
Aston Martin, and Acura.

The race will start at 10:40am 
ET local time on Sunday 26th 
June.

BMW has presented the new-
for-2023 M4 GT4 at Virginia 
International Raceway, ahead of 
its first racing season in 2023.

The car, which has already 
raced once, as a ‘test race’ in 
the Nurburgring Endurance 
Series, replaces the existing 
M4 GT4 and is partially based 
on the existing M4 GT3 car, its 
bigger brother in the Munich 
manufacturer’s stable.

The car features an in-line 
six-cylinder engine, with twin-
turbo chargers putting out a 
maximum of 550hp, giving 
it lots of grunt to race its 
competitors from Porsche, 
McLaren, Mercedes, and others. 
It also has 650Nm of torque.

Four key areas have been 
focused on for the new car: 
performance, reliability, cost 
efficiency and maintainability. 
This makes it easy to drive for 
amateurs and easy to repair and 

maintain for teams who will race 
it across the world.

“We took on the challenge 
to develop a successor to 
the highly successful first-
generation BMW M4 GT4”, said 
Franciscus van Meel, CEO of 
BMW M. “Using a wide range 
of customer feedback, our 
experienced development team 
and the new sixth generation 
BMW M4 based production car 
has led to a faster, even more 
reliable and very emotional all 
new BMW M4 GT4.”

The car is being presented 
this weekend in the US before 
racing in the next round of the 
Nurburgring Endurance Series, 
then the 24 Hours of Portimao 
in July. It’ll cost customers 
€187,000 and will be able to 
race around the world next year, 
pending its SRO homologation. 
Production of the car will 
start shortly with delivery to 
customers in October 2022.

The new BMW M4 GT4 will first race competitively next year

The #48 Ally Cadillac 
last competed at Sebring 



GLOCK MAKES GUEST DTM 
RETURN AT IMOLA

Timo Glock, DTM driver 
between 2013 and 2021, made 
a guest return to DTM last 
weekend, driving for Ceccato 
Racing in a BMW M4 GT3.

Glock last raced in DTM last 
year for ROWE Racing, where 
he finished 17th with 9 points. 
His best championship finish 
was in 2018, when he finished 
fifth with a single win. Over 
his eight years in the series he 
scored a total of five wins, six 
pole positions, and four fastest 
laps. For those eight years he 
drove exclusively for BMW, with 
teams including MTEK, RMG, 
RMR, and Rowe Racing.

The ex-Formula 1 driver left 
the series after last year, but 
made his return this weekend 
at Imola, taking a break from 
his duties in the Italian GT 
Championship. Prior to the 
weekend he said: “The new M4 
suits me well. With Michelin, 

DTM is using a different tyre 
from the one in the Italian 
championship. Opportunities 
for preparation are few because 
availability of tyres is very 
limited due to the general 
supply chain issues. The timed 
pit stop is a new task for the 
team, too. All in all, it is a huge 
challenge, but a great story, 
one to which I am really looking 
forward.”

The other piece of news prior to 
DTM was the T3 Lamborghinis, 
driven this season by Nicki 
Thiim and Esmee Hawkey, 
were absent this weekend from 
Imola. The team refused to 
comment on the reason, saying 
it was “a matter for the team”.

IMSA ADJUSTS DPI WEIGHTS AGAIN IN 
GLEN BALANCE OF PERFORMANCE

IMSA has adjusted the DPi 
weights for the fourth time 
in four races, with both the 
Cadillac and Acura minimum 
weights changing for this 
weekend’s 6 Hours of The 
Glen.

The Cadillac DPi-V.R. has had 
15kg of weight removed, with 
the minimum weight now 
standing at 945kg. This is the 
fourth weight change for the 
Cadillac in four races, putting 
it back down to the same 
weight as at Sebring earlier 
in the year, as well as at Mid-
Ohio.

The Acura ARX-05, 
meanwhile, has had 10kg of 
weight added, bringing it up 

to a total of 930kg, again 
matching the weight at 
Sebring, and the first weight 
change since Long Beach 
in April, when it had 10kg of 
weight added.

This puts the cars within 
15kg of each other, with the 
Cadillac the heavier of the 
two, in order to account for 
its more powerful 5.5-litre 
engine, over Acura’s 3.5-litre 
turbo-charged unit.

In GTD, the Ferrari 488 GT3 
has had 10kg of weight 
added, upping it to a total of 
1345kg. The car has also seen 
a 3.0-litre increase in fuel 
tank capacity, meaning it can 
now carry 104 litres in total.

The Aston Martin Vantage 
GT3 also receives a fuel tank 
capacity increase of 1 litre, 
while the McLaren 720S GT3 
loses 2 litres. This means the 
former has a total capacity of 
107 litres and the latter 105 
litres.

Finally, the Oreca 07 has 
had a series of technical 
adjustments to its rear wing 
assembly. This is the only 
car entered in the class, 
with Dallara, Ligier and 
Riley Multimatic again going 
unrepresented as Oreca’s 
domination of the LMP2 class 
continues.

Cadillac and Acura now have just 
a 15kg weight difference in DPi

Timo Glock last 
competed in DTM in 2021



 

TOP        SHOT
Maximilian Gotz kicks up dirt into  

the face of Arjun Maini 



PARTINGSHOT
Nicholas Latifi kicks up the water as he battles his 

Williams on his first ever home race in Formula 1
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