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F1 Politics 22.0…

START YOUR ENGINES

I t’s an age old game in 
Formula 1, and six rounds 
into the 2022 season, 
political tensions have 

already started to raise their 
presence above the parapet...

In truth, with the new game 
changing 2022 regulations, 
it’s somewhat surprising that 
the comments and questions 
that come from one team 
being unhappy with another 
have waited almost one 
quarter of the season to 
manifest themselves. 
From the get-go, it was 
always on the cards 
that the new-for-2022 
cars had the potential to 
create great unrest between 
the teams and ignite fierce 
political battles down the grid.

While there may well be much 
more to come as thetart Your 
Engines campaign goes on, 
Barcelona saw the first real 
disturbance in the paddock, 
when Aston Martin arrived at 
the track with a car that had 

great resemblance to that of 
Red Bull, which has enjoyed 
success in the opening stages 
of the season.

Red Bull took issue with 
the Silverstone squad’s car, 
but the FIA confirmed in a 
statement that it had analysed 
Aston Martin’s process and 
was happy that Lawrence 
Stroll’s design team had 
indeed operated within the 

technical regulations, which 
outlaws ‘reverse engineering’ 
of a car. Remember, this was 
the same team, under their 
previous Racing Point guise, 
that caused a stir with its ‘Pink 
Mercedes’ in 2020…

Adding fuel to the fire that Red 
Bull claimed was burning, a 
number of the Milton Keynes 

squad’s ex-staff members had 
started work at Aston Martin 
in recent months – so perhaps 
it isn’t the biggest shock if 
some of that knowledge has 
been transferred over.

What was even more 
surprising, however, was Aston 
Martin’s claims that it has had 
the concept in the works for 
several months, long before 
any of the 2022 cars were 

unveiled to the public 
before the Barcelona 
test or indeed before 
the aforementioned 
ex-staffers had started 
their Silverstone 
tenure...

“I don’t know what these 
accusations are that Red Bull 
are flinging about,” said Aston 
Martin’s Technical Director 
Andrew Green. “All I can say 
is at no stage did we ever 
receive any data from any 
team, from anyone. The FIA 
came in and did a thorough 
investigation, examined all 

Barcelona saw the first 
real disturbance in the 

paddock

Aston’s pace didn’t 
really improve



the data, the history of the car, 
they interviewed all the people 
involved and concluded there 
was completely independent 
development, you’re talking 
about potential employees. 

“This [new] car was conceived 
in the middle of last year as 
a dual route with the launch 
car, the majority 
of the releases 
were made 
before anybody, 
from Red Bull, 
even turned 
up. I think the 
accusations are very wide of 
the mark.”

Despite the FIA clarification, 
it hasn’t stopped Red Bull 
from delivering accusations 
however, as the energy drink-

backed squad is worried about 
its Intellectual Property being 
stolen. 

“It is no coincidence that a 
few individuals that have 
transferred from Red Bull to 
Aston Martin over the winter 
and during the early part of the 
season,” said Red Bull team 

boss Christian 
Horner.  “It was 
brought to 
our attention 
actually by the 
FIA earlier this 
week who said: 

‘There is a car that looks 
remarkably like your car, can 
we have a list of your levers?’ 
Of course that immediately 
raises alarm bells. 

“What is permissible, we see 

it up and down the paddock, 
where individuals move from 
team to team after a garden 
leave period, what they take 
in their head, that’s fair game. 

That’s their knowledge. What 
isn’t fair and what is totally 
unacceptable is if there has 
been any transfer of IP.”

But after its disappointing 
display at the Spanish GP, 
perhaps Red Bull will cool its 
approach. Both Sebastian 
Vettel and Lance Stroll failed 
to advance past the Q1 stage 
of qualifying on Saturday. 
Admittedly, it was a little bit 
uneasy to watch Aston Martin 
in Barcelona where it was 
clear to see that its second car 
concept, which it hoped would 
bring it an abundance of pace, 
yielded the same result for the 
team. But perhaps the team 
needs time to understand the 
new car and set it up in a way 
that allows it to extract the 

performance.

It also must be called into 
question how and why Aston 
Martin would produce such 
radically different designs 
while operating under a strict 
budget cap. Although in years 
gone by the Force India/
Racing Point operation raced 
under a low budget, Lawrence 
Stroll’s takeover has seen a 
large injection of cash into the 
company.

But so far, it has failed to bring 
results, and if anything, the 
team has shifted backwards 

in recent campaigns. Getting 
itself muddled up in pollical 
debates with Red Bull is the 
last thing that it can afford 
now, as its primary focus must 
be on turning its pace around.

And if the car isn’t performing, 
political turmoil will only 
deepen the poor morale 
that can’t be far away from 
coursing through the team.

The RB18 is the current 
pacesetter alongside 

Ferrari

Aston Martin insist this 
concept was developed 

last year

START YOUR ENGINES

what they take 
in their head, 
that’s fair game



SPANISH GP

Formula 1 returned to Europe after its Miami sojourn 
for its second trip of the year to Spain. The first 
took place with the 2022-spec cars in their infancy 
during testing but come May it was time for Spain’s 
annual grand prix at the sun-drenched Circuit de 
Barcelona-Catalunya. Could the venue belie its usu-
al reputation and provide an enthralling weekend? 

PHIL HORTON / F1 EDITOR

2022 FIA FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING
HIGHLIGHTS

Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc 
claimed his fourth pole po-

sition of the season with a su-
perb final lap during qualifying 
for Formula 1’s Spanish Grand 
Prix. Leclerc had been at the 
foot of the top 10 following 
the first Q3 push laps after a 
mistake through the chicane 
left him facing the wrong way. 
But Leclerc responded to a 
high-pressure situation and 
blitzed to the front of the field 
on his second push lap by 
clocking a time of 1m 18.750s.

“I just wanted to do the ex-
act same lap again without 
the mistake, because it was 
already quite a good lap be-
fore that,” he said. “Obviously 

there was a little bit more pres-
sure for the last run because 
you know you have only got 
one chance. But the car was 
amazing, very tricky in the high 
speed and I had quite a lot of 
moments but apart from that 
it was very good for the medi-
um and low-speed corners so 
very happy with that lap and to 
have made it work on the only 
chance I had.”

That effort lifted him three-
tenths clear of reigning World 
Champion Max Verstappen.
Verstappen set the benchmark 
through the first Q3 runs but 
as he prepared for his second 
effort he reported a loss of 
power and was told to return to 

Leclerc recovers from error to 
claim pole

DRS issue thwarts Verstap-
pen’s chances

Mercedes displays improve-
ments with fourth

Haas secures first double Q3 
since 2019

the garage. Verstappen ignored 
the request but it transpired 
that his RB18 had not suffered 
a power loss but instead the 
DRS wouldn’t open – meaning 
Verstappen was losing sever-
al tenths along the straights. 
That wrecked his chances of a 
second push lap and effectively 
secured pole for Leclerc. 
Leclerc’s Ferrari team-mate 
Carlos Sainz qualified in third 
position in front of his home 
fans but it was another dis-
appointing display as he went 
0-6 against the Monegasque 
across single-lap pace. 

Mercedes’ nine-year pole po-
sition streak in Spain came to 
a conclusion but the reigning 
champions demonstrated an 
upturn in performance. George 
Russell and Lewis Hamilton 
qualified fourth and sixth re-
spectively, split by Red Bull’s 
Sergio Perez. It gave Mercedes 
confidence that it now has a 
platform on which to build, 
having finally understood the 
bouncing that severely wound-
ed its prospects in the early 
rounds. 

Valtteri Bottas continued his 
strong qualifying form as he 
wound up seventh for Alfa Ro-
meo. Haas captured its first 
double Q3 appearance since 
2019 despite opting not to 
bring upgrades to its VF-22. 

Kevin Magnussen secured 
eighth, with Mick Schumacher 
rounding out the top 10, either 
side of McLaren’s Daniel Ric-
ciardo. Schumacher’s effort 
came despite missing most of 
the final practice session due 
to a right-rear brake fire that 
incinerated most of that sec-
tion of the car.

Lando Norris was shuffled out-
side of the top 10 in the closing 
stages of Q2 after having his 
final push lap deleted for ex-
ceeding track limits. Norris had 
improved on his last effort but 
he was judged to have abused 
the track limits through Turn 
12 and the deletion of that lap 
demoted him to 11th place. Es-
teban Ocon was only 12th on a 
deflating day for Alpine while 
AlphaTauri also had a subdued 
showing. Yuki Tsunoda was 
13th, with Pierre Gasly 14th, the 
Frenchman having missed the 
final practice session due to a 
Power Unit problem. Sole rook-
ie Zhou Guanyu was 15th for 
Alfa Romeo. 

Aston Martin captured the at-
tention during the build-up 
with its overhauled AMR22 
bearing a resemblance to Red 
Bull’s front-running RB18. But 
the sizeable upgrade failed to 
transform Aston Martin’s for-
tunes as neither Sebastian 
Vettel nor Lance Stroll made it 

through Q1. Vettel qualified in 
16th place while Stroll was left 
down in 18th, faster only than 
Williams pair Alexander Albon 
and Nicholas Latifi.

It was also a disappointing day 
for Fernando Alonso. Alonso 
was shuffled down into the Q1 
drop zone and then encoun-
tered traffic on his out-lap as 
he prepared for his final push 
lap. Stewards briefly investigat-
ed the situation but deemed 
no further action was warrant-
ed. Alonso was unable to im-
prove on his final push lap and 
wound up in 17th spot. Leclerc makes it four



RACE

HIGHLIGHTS
Max Verstappen quipped, 

after retiring from the 
second of three races in 2022, 
that Red Bull could not think 
about the world title. He was 
45 points behind Charles Le-
clerc, who had dominated 
around Albert Park, and he was 
not happy with the handling of 
his RB18 even before his pre-
mature exit.

Just six weeks and three 
rounds later that 45-point defi-
cit has been eradicated after 
a sequence of victories and 
for the first time in 2022 the 
reigning World Champion sits 
atop the standings. It was not 
a straightforward afternoon in 

sweltering conditions in Spain 
for Verstappen but a strong 
strategy, compliant team-
mate, and gifts from the red 
corner smoothed his path to 
the top step of the podium. 

The biggest gift for Verstap-
pen came just before the mid-
way point. Leclerc had cruised 
away from pole position and 
was in total command of the 
situation when his F1-75 suf-
fered an instant power unit 
failure as he exited Turn 8. It 
was game over, and Leclerc 
knew it, agonisingly crawling 
back to the pit lane. 

“So far this year, the team has 

Leclerc controls race until 
power unit failure

Verstappen overcomes error 
and DRS issue for hat-trick

Russell takes podium in im-
proving Mercedes 

Sainz spin compounds poor 
day for Ferrari 

SPANISH GRAND PRIX
RACE REPORT 

been doing an incredible job 
in terms of reliability,” said Le-
clerc. “Of course this one hurts, 
because we were in front all 
weekend and worked really 
well. I know that things like this 
can happen sometimes and in 
moments like these, it is im-
portant to look at the positives. 
Our pace was very strong in 
qualifying and in the race and 
the feeling in the car was re-
ally good. We made progress 
in terms of tyre management, 
which is something that has 
been a weakness in the past 
few races. So it’s a shame and 
I’m disappointed that we lost 
the opportunity to score a lot 
of points, but the season is still 
long and we know we have the 
potential.”

As Leclerc exited, Verstappen 
was switched onto a three-
stop strategy. The Dutchman 
had not been the prime ben-
eficiary of Leclerc’s demise 
given his own error earlier 
in the race, having run wide 
through turn 4 and endured 
a gravelly excursion – though 
not to the same degree as 
Carlos Sainz, who spun off 
from third. Verstappen swiftly 
overhauled team-mate Perez, 
who effectively jumped out 
of the way, but found Russell 
a significantly harder nut to 
crack. Verstappen’s prospects 
were also stymied by an erratic 
DRS, which was misbehaving 
and not operating as intend-
ed. But once onto a three-stop 

Circuit: Barcelona 
Laps: 66 (4.675km)
Lap Record: 1:18.149

Verstappen grabs title lead from wounded 
Leclerc 

(Below) Leclerc got the perfect 
start to retain the lead into 

Turn 1

(Bottom) Leclerc was in control 
for the first half of the race

M. VERSTAPPEN (2021)



strategy Verstappen was able to 
use his fresher tyres to breeze past 
the Mercedes driver, and then once 
more did not face much resistance 
when he found the sister RB18. 

“I went off in turn four, I complete-
ly lost the rear and they said on 
team radio that it was a big gust of 
wind,” explained Verstappen. “I lost 
a few positions through that and 
as soon as I wanted to attack, my 
DRS stopped working. It was upset-
ting at the time but then I calmed 
myself down and focussed on the 
bigger picture. It was a tough bat-
tle with George Russell, especially 
without the DRS, I didn’t want to 
take too much of a risk as we were 
fighting for the lead, I had to be 
patient. As for the DRS, I’m not sure 
why there’s an issue, we’ll look into 
it and at the end of the day nothing 
was lost. We are on a good trajec-
tory and we can be proud of that as 
a team, but as you can see, some 
things are fragile and we need to 
keep on working hard, we have to 
be on top of everything.”

Perez was none too happy about 
not only being instructed not to 
hold up Verstappen, but also being 
denied the chance to attack when 
on fresher tyres earlier in the race. 
He suggested in the immediacy 
that it was “a great team result” 
and he was swiftly placated by 
team boss Christian Horner.

“I think the problem for any driver 
is that if they don’t have the clear 
overview of a strategy or race plan 
in front of them, it is always going 
to be emotive to give up a lead,” 
said Red Bull team boss Christian 

Horner. “But he played very much a 
team game, I think he understood 
clearly that it wasn’t a like for like 
fight because the pace delta be-
tween the strategies was so great 
that from a team point of view it 
just didn’t make any sense, which 
is why we didn’t let the drivers get 
into a fight today.”

Russell’s podium was fully deserved 
given his aggression when bat-
tling Verstappen, and it highlighted 
Mercedes’ recent improvements.

“We’re making progress and as a 
team we’ve turned the page and 
feel like this is probably the start of 
our season now,” said Russell, who 
called his podium “more genuine” 
than his previous top three in Aus-
tralia.

“I think we’ve probably halved the 
gap to the front-runners compared 
to the rest of the season, I think we 
know there’s more performance to 
find. It’s been a season of problem 
solving as opposed to finding more 
performance and bring more per-
formance to the car. I think we’ve 
finally solved our issue and we can 
now focus on bringing more per-
formance, so yeah, we’re six races 
behind but there’s no reason why 
we can’t claw this back.”
Hamilton was a fully deserved re-
cipient of the Driver of the Day ac-
colade. His five-year streak at the 
Spanish GP came to a conclusion 
but he starred in scintillating fash-
ion. An overly optimistic move by 
Kevin Magnussen into turn 4 left 
Hamilton with a puncture but from 
there he charged through the field 
to fifth. It would have been fourth 

(Top) Wheel-to-wheel ac-
tion between Verstappen and 

Russell

(Right) There was plenty of 
action throughout the field on 

Sunday



(Top) Norris was battling 
illness all week but scored 

points

(Right) Russell was pretty 
chuffed with his podium 

finish for Mercedes

but for late reliability concerns that 
forced him to back off and cede a 
spot to Sainz.

“Gutted to lose the place to Sainz, 
especially after coming where I 
came from,” he said. “I was like 30+ 
seconds behind last place, that’s 
like no man’s land. It’s a horrible 
feeling being that far behind but 
you just have to try and keep your 
head up and keep pushing for bet-
ter. They said I could maybe get to 
eighth. It doesn’t feel like a particu-
larly impressive result but I was like 
‘at least I’ll get into the points’. So 
then to be fighting for fourth, I was 
so happy with that. I had to basical-
ly just drive it at half-throttle and 
lots of lifting down the straights 
just to try and get fresh air into the 
engine to try and cool it down.”

Sainz was left to rue what might 
have been after being caught out 
by a gust of wind at turn 4.

“From then on, it was a big strug-
gle for me, as a lack of downforce 
meant I was sliding around with 
the tyres pretty much everywhere,” 
he said. “We gave absolutely 
everything to recover and managed 
to get back to P4, which is not too 
bad given the circumstances, but 
it’s far from ideal.”

Valtteri Bottas was an excellent 
sixth for Alfa Romeo as he made a 
two-stop work while Esteban Ocon 
and Fernando Alonso made gains 
after a disappointing Saturday to 
classify seventh and ninth respec-
tively. Alonso started from last with 
a fresh engine and put it to good 
use to claw his way back into the 
points.

The Alpine drivers were split by 
Lando Norris, who raced brilliantly 
given his health struggles over the 
weekend. Norris was suffering from 
tonsillitis and had to be checked 
over by doctors in the immediacy of 
the race after taking eighth. 

Yuki Tsunoda pocketed the final 
point, ahead of Sebastian Vettel, 
while Daniel Ricciardo’s difficult 
season showed no signs of an up-
turn as he classified 12th. Pierre 
Gasly, who sustained damage early 
on, was penalised for a clash with 
Lance Stroll that left the Canadi-
an in a spin, and they came home 
either side of Mick Schumacher, 
whose two-stop strategy backfired 
and left him tumbling out of points 
contention. 

Nicholas Latifi had his strongest 
performance of the season on a 
lacklustre day for Williams. Both 
were lapped twice, but Latifi was 
able to best the wounded Magnus-
sen, while Alexander Albon was 
forced into a four-stopper and also 
copped a penalty for track limits. 

Formula 1 now heads to the Prin-
cipality, and onto home ground for 
Leclerc. He and Ferrari could do 
with an upturn of fortune around 
the glittering streets – but history 
has rarely been on his side there…  

(Left) Gasly was penalised 
for hitting Stroll

(Below) It was a sell-out 
crowd in 38C heat



WINNER

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Max Verstappen Red Bull

2 Sergio Perez Red Bull 13.072

3 George Russell Mercedes 32.927

4 Carlos Sainz Jr Ferrari 45.208

5 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 54.534

6 Valtteri Bottas Alfa Romeo 59.976

7 Esteban Ocon Alpine 75.397

8 Lando Norris McLaren 83.235

9 Fernando Alonso Alpine 1 Lap

10 Yuki Tsunoda AlphaTauri 1 Lap

11 Sebastian Vettel Aston Martin 1 Lap

12 Mick Schumacher Haas 1 Lap

13 Daniel Ricciardo McLaren 1 Lap

14 Pierre Gasly AlphaTauri 1 Lap

15 Lance Stroll Aston Martin 1 Lap

16 Nicholas Latifi Williams 2 Laps

17 Kevin Magnussen Haas 2 Laps

18 Alex Albon Williams 2 Laps

19 Guanyu Zhou Alfa Romeo DNF

20 Charles Leclerc Ferrari DNF

RESULT
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Max Verstappen 110

2 Charles Leclerc 104

3 Sergio Perez 85

4 George Russell 74

5 Carlos Sainz 65

6 Lewis Hamilton 46

7 Valtteri Bottas 38

8 Lando Norris 35

POS TEAM PTS

1 Red Bull 195

2 Ferrari 169

3 Mercedes 120

4 McLaren 50

5 Alfa Romeo 39

6 Alpine 34

7 AlphaTauri 17

8 Haas 15

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

MAX VERSTAPPEN



SNAPSHOT

The 
podium trio

Hamilton was caught 
up in Lap 1 drama

Leclerc’s race come undone 
due to an engine issue

Dodge the 
champagne



 

TOP        SHOT
Team photo time! Red Bull cel-

ebrate scoring a 1-2 to take 
the points lead
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F1 CALENDAR FIXED AT 22 
GRANDS PRIX FOR 2022 

FIA CLEARS ASTON OF WRONGDOING OVER 
STRIKINGLY SIMILAR UPDATE

Aston Martin was the subject 
of an FIA investigation after it 
unveiled a radically upgraded 
2022 Formula 1 car ahead 
of the Spanish Grand Prix. 
The Silverstone-based team 
showed up in Barcelona 
with a raft of updates, with 
its AMR22 bearing a very 
similar resemblance to that 
of Red Bull’s RB18, which 
features unique sidepods 
amongst other innovations. 
In a flashback to 2020 when 
Racing Point – now Aston 
Martin – were fined and 
docked points for copying 
Mercedes’ F1 car, the FIA 
launched an investigation 
into whether or not Aston 
Martin’s approach to its 
latest upgrades is legal. It 
is understood that Aston 
Martin designed two concepts 

late last year and eventually 
switched to the Spain-spec 
car. 

“The FIA carried out a routine 
pre-event legality check of 
the planned aerodynamic 
upgrade of the Aston Martin 
team for the 2022 FIA 
Formula 1 Spanish Grand Prix. 
During this process, it became 
apparent that a number of 
features on the Aston Martin 
resembled those of another 
Competitor,” a statement 
from the governing body said. 
“The FIA therefore launched 
an investigation to check 
compliance with Article 17.3 
of the Technical Regulations, 
and in particular the topic of 
“Reverse Engineering” and 
potential illicit IP transfer. 
Both teams collaborated 

fully with the FIA in this 
investigation and provided all 
the relevant information. The 
investigation, which involved 
CAD checks and a detailed 
analysis of the development 
process adopted by Aston 
Martin, confirmed that 
no wrongdoing had been 
committed, and therefore the 
FIA considers that the Aston 
Martin aerodynamic upgrades 
are compliant.”

Aston Martin last year 
recruited several personnel 
from Red Bull, most notably 
its head of aero Dan Fallows, 
who joined Aston Martin as 
its new Technical Director last 
month.

This year’s Formula 1 calendar 
will feature 22 grands prix after 
championship organisers opted 
not to replace the cancelled 
Russian Grand Prix. 

Formula 1’s schedule has 
undergone extensive revisions 
and alterations in recent years 
due to the pandemic. So far 
this year only China’s round has 
been a casualty of the pandemic 
but Russia’s grand prix – 
planned for Sochi Autodrom 
on September 25 – was swiftly 
axed following the country’s 
invasion of Ukraine in February. 
Russia’s long-term Formula 1 
deal, with Igora Drive having 
been due to replace Sochi from 
2023, was also cancelled. 

Formula 1 sought out potential 
replacement rounds in order to 
keep the calendar at 23 grands 
prix. Qatar, which will return 
on a 10-year deal from 2023, 
emerged as a front-runner 
while rumours suggested that 
Singapore was interested in 

holding a day/night event a 
week before its existing grand 
prix. But ultimately neither 
proposal was significantly 
developed and Formula 1 
has now taken the step not 
to fill Russia’s slot on the 
calendar. It is understood that 
several reasons were behind 
the decision, including costs, 
logistics and commercial value. 
A grand prix on Russia’s date 
in Europe was not viable for 
logistical purposes. It means 
that there will be a gap on the 
schedule between Italy, on 
September 11, and Singapore, on 
October 2.

Aston Martin’s AMR22 
caught the eye in Spain



Honda will act as the title 
sponsor of this year’s 
returning Japanese Grand 
Prix. The manufacturer owns 
the figure-of-eight Suzuka 
circuit at which the F1 event 
takes place. 

Formula 2 has been 
added to the support bill 
of the French GP, keeping 
the season at 14 events, 
following the previous 
cancellation of Russia’s 
round. 

McLaren unveiled a statue 
of Niki Lauda at its MTC 
last week to mark the third 
anniversary of his death. 

NEWS BITES HAAS TO WAIT UNTIL FRENCH 
GP FOR VF-22 UPGRADES

Haas is adopting a different 
approach to its opponents and 
will not run an upgraded car 
until at least July’s French Grand 
Prix. Most Formula 1 teams 
brought extensive upgrade 
packages to the Spanish 
Grand Prix last weekend, with 
McLaren, Alfa Romeo and Aston 
Martin making the biggest 
steps in terms of introducing 
new components. Haas, 
though, will not introduce its 
sizeable update package until 
the penultimate round before 
the summer break in France. 
It will likely be an acid test of 
Haas’ development capabilities 
for the first time since its 2019 
upgrades fiasco, when it had to 
mix and match parts through 
much of the season due to their 
lack of performance. Haas did 
not upgrade either of its 2020 
or 2021 cars beyond the initial 
launch-spec version.

“Normally Spain is the obvious 
place to bring upgrades,” said 

boss Guenther Steiner. “I don’t 
know how much difference 
they will make on each car and 
what they will bring. “We have 
decided to wait a little bit longer 
with upgrades as I still think we 
have performance in the car 
without them which we have to 
get on the track, so sometimes 
we achieve it, sometimes we 
don’t. We have a good upgrades 
package in about four or five 
races coming, so I’m confident 
about that and what the other 
ones are bringing, as of right 
now I don’t know, but I will 
know a lot more next Monday.”    

VIPS, DE VRIES GET F1 WEEKEND DEBUT IN 
SPAIN

Formula 1’s regulations 
concerning young drivers 
were used for the first time 
in Spain as Red Bull and 
Williams fielded Jüri Vips and 
Nyck de Vries respectively 
during practice. Under revised 
2022 rules each team must 
run a young driver during two 
Friday sessions through the 
course of the season. The 
regulation was introduced 
in order to compensate for 
the loss of in-season testing, 
amid the expanded calendar, 
at which teams previously 
had to field young drivers 
for some of the test days. 
Red Bull handed track time 
to Formula 2 front-runner 
Vips while Mercedes-backed 
Formula E champion de Vries 
stepped into Williams’ FW44 
for the one-hour session.

“Just to drive on the Grand 

Prix weekend is an incredible 
moment,” said Vips. “When it 
first got announced I just kept 
thinking about when I first 
started karting and it was just 
a hobby and now I am going 
to get in the car. It was a busy 
session, we did lots of aero 
mapping so we never planned 
to do any push laps. I can see 
why F1 is so hard because 
these sessions are very 
hectic! You learn a lot driving, 
as a junior driver travelling to 
races with the team you get 
to hear the drivers’ feedback 
but to feel first hand how the 
car feels is useful for me but 
also useful for the work I do 
on the simulator.”

De Vries admitted he was 
“very nervous” prior to the 
session but swiftly got on 
with the job. 

“When you get into the car 
and start the engine you 
forget everything around you 
and you’re alone with the 
car; all those nerves go away 
and you focus on your job,” 
he said. “It wasn’t easy to 
jump in not knowing the car 
or the tyres and everything 
was new, but I gave myself 
the time to adapt and I’m 
pretty satisfied with my 
performance. I’m always 
critical of myself so I think 
there was more on the table, 
but I’m happy and positive 
about my first experience 
with Williams.”

Haas will not bring 
big revisions just yet

Vips and de Vries were new 
names on the timing screens



Portugal has always been a popular rally for fans over the 
years, and for the fourth round of the World Rally Champi-
onship, the series headed to the Southern European coun-
try. From stunning Super Special Stages to the iconic Fafe 
route, the rally was set to provide scintillating action as 
well as stunning imagery of the cars.

JOSH DISBOROUGH / WRC REPORTER

RALLY PORTUGAL
2022 FIA WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP



RALLY
HIGHLIGHTS

For round four of the 2022 
WRC Championship, the 

series visited Portugal. Kalle 
Rovanperä arrived at the event 
as the championship leader fol-
lowing his back-to-back victo-
ries in Sweden and Croatia. The 
Toyota man, so far, had been on 
form, creating a 29 point gap to 
Thierry Neuville.

A second and third place in 
Sweden and Croatia, coupled 
with a sixth in Monte Carlo, 
meant that he was the clos-
est challenger to Rovanperä 
in second place. Craig Breen 
commenced the weekend third 
in the standings as a third in 
Monte Carlo and fourth in Cro-
atia allowed his one point from 

Sweden not to affect his overall 
position.

Portugal also saw the return of 
the Sebastien’s, with Ogier and 
Loeb choosing this gravel rally 
as part of their 2022 schedule. 
Toyota has already confirmed 
that Lappi is in for the next.

The Portuguese rally is one of 
the most popular on the cal-
endar. Filled with a mix of fast 
and technical roads, the hidden 
crests, soft sand and high tem-
peratures – it was all sure to 
provide a stern challenge to the 
drivers.

Day One: The start of the round 
was on Thursday with a 2.82km 

Toyota teammates Rovanpera and 
Evans scrap for the leading postions

Sebastien Loeb crashes on Day 2

Ogier struggles with a double punc-
ture on Day 2 followed by a crash on 
Day 3

Katsuta and Sordo show consisten-
cy

WRC2 cars outpace Rally1 cars on 
treacherous Stage 16

super special stage on the edge 
of the city of Coimbra. With 
the stage lined with fans in the 
evening, it was a spectacular 
sight to see the new Rally1 cars 
thread their way through.

Thierry Neuville was the first 
driver to take the initiative by 
taking the stage win by 0.6s 
from his Hyundai teammate Ott 
Tanak. Craig Breen took third 
with a gap of 1.4s to the lead-
ing Hyundai but Breen’s team-
mate, Gus Greensmith, kept 
pace to make it into the top four 
after the first test. This would 
just be the appetiser as the 
group headed into day two.

Day Two: Friday saw stages 2-9 
being run, which was split with 
three in the morning and five in 
the afternoon. The route would 
take place the roads of Argan-
il, with two passes of Lousa, 
Gois and Arganil, the afternoon 
would see the drivers head 
north to run Mortagua and the 
iconic super special stage at the 
Lousada Rallycross circuit.
 
The morning was led by return-
ing Sebastien Loeb in his Ford 
Puma. Loeb hasn’t been in the 
WRC since the opening Mon-
te Carlo round where he took 
victory, and he made sure he 
brought his strong gravel form 
to Portugal.

Loeb was 0.5s faster than Toy-
ota man Elfyn Evans over the 
first three tests. It was Evans 

that initially got the jump on the 
Frenchman however he lost 10s 
in the final morning stage to 
allow the Frenchman to move 
ahead. It wasn’t just the top two 
that were close, however, as 
the top six were covered by just 
seven seconds.

Having opted for Soft tyres, 
Thursday’s leader Neuville was 
third but 2.8s behind Evans. Ott 
Tanak was still in touch with the 
leaders as well as Kalle Rovan-
perä. Both drivers ended the 
morning with the same times.

Loeb’s lead wouldn’t last how-
ever as he crashed his Ford on 
the opening run of the after-
noon stages. The car went wide 
going around a left hander and 
collided with a wall. The car had 
its right rear wheel ripped away 
from the body, with the Ford 
machine grinding to a halt.

Evans would assume the lead 
for much of the afternoon, but 

Rovanpera flies to WRC hat-trick

(Below) Jumping into the rally 
weekend like...



his lead wouldn’t grow more than 
10s going into the final stage of 
the day. Shadowing the Toyota had 
been Neuville but on Stage eight 
the Belgian suffered a driveshaft 
issue which saw him drop 1m 30s 
and was seventh going into the 
final stage.

The curse of the Sebastien’s con-
tinued, as Ogier suffered from two 
punctures, the second one occur-
ring on a spare, which meant he 
didn’t have another one to use. 
Ogier was forced to park the car, 
but he would return the next day 
to try to maximise his position 
and score valuable manufacturers 
points.

Rovanperä would be the driver to 
take the fight to Evans, the Finn 
won stage eight which lifted him to 
second ahead of Dani Sordo. But 
as they went to stage nine, Evans 
ende the day 13s clear of his team-
mate with Dani Sordo cementing 
his third postion.

Takamoto Katsuta would end a 
strong day for the Toyota contin-
gent in fourth place. The Japenese 
driver would finish the day 49.6s 
away from Evans at the front. 
The top six would be made up of 
Gus Greensmith and Pierre-Louis 
Loubet for the M-Sport Ford squad.

Day Three: Saturday was run in 
the Cabriera mountains with two 
runs through Vieira do Minho and 
Cabeceiras de Basto complement-
ing the longest stage of the day at 
Amarante. Another super special 
stage but this time in Porto, would 
end the day.

Through the morning stages it 
was the Friday leader that kept the 
pace going. Elfyn Evans won the 
first and third stage of the day to 
increase his advantage to 18.4s 
over his team-mate Kalle Rovan-
perä. The Finn was Evans’s closest 
challenger throughout the week-
end and showed signs of applying 
pressure after taking the fastest 
time on the second stage of the 
day. 

Takamoto Katsuta moved into third 
place making it a Toyota 1-2-3. The 
Japanese driver ran consistently to 
move ahead of Dani Sordo in his 
Hyundai - 3.5s was the gap, ensur-
ing that this would be a tight battle 
for the podium between the two.

Thierry Neuville made a strong 
comeback after Friday’s issues 
and overtook the Ford duo of 
Gus Greensmith and Pierre-Louis 
Loubet. Loubet had a poor morning 
after spinning the car as a result 
of choosing the harder compound 
tyre.

The afternoon was all about 
Rovanperä maintaining the pres-
sure of Evans. Stage 13 saw the 
Finn cut Evans’s lead by 1.9 sec-
onds followed by another reduc-
tion of 6.6s in the following test. 
With two stages to go and the gap 
at 9.9s, it was all to play for be-
tween the top two.

Katsuta kept his strong day going 
and remained in third with the gap 
expanding a little to the chasing 
Sordo. Katsuta and Sordo, despite 
not having the outright pace to 
challenge for the win, showed re-
markable consistency whereas all 

(Top) Breen tackles the dusty 
road surface

(Right) Suninen in action during 
Rally Portugal



(Top) Sordo gets sideways, 
much to the crowds delight

their rivals would suffer from vari-
ous issues.

It wasn’t a good afternoon for 
Greensmith - the Ford driver hit a 
bank on the 22km Vieir do Minho 
test and caused a slow puncture. 
To add insult to injury, there was 
also suspension damage which 
couldn’t be fixed ahead of stage 
14, which meant Gus had to call it a 
day.

Stage 15 would throw rain into the 
mix for some of the drivers. With 
some of the competitors getting 
a dry run through and the leading 
few getting a tricky stage, it was 
bound to throw up a change in the 
order. With Evans running last, he 
got the worst of it which meant his 
Finnish team-mate outpaced him 
by 13.9s. This gave Kalle a narrow 
4s lead going into the final stage 
of the day. 

It was Nueville however that took 
the stage win with a 16.9s gap back 
to the leading Toyota. The Belgian 
gained more valuable ground on 
Sordo and Katsuta as they finished 
eighth and fifth respectively. With 
the distance to them cut by 30+ 
seconds, Neuville’s Hyundai had 
the carrot dangled before him.

The rain was still pouring into the 
last stage and the cobbles would 
make it extra slippery. This run 
would be about precision rather 
than out right speed. With cars 
running the harder tyre they suf-
fered as there was no grip. It was 
immediately evident as Ott Tanak 
tip toed around the stage, but 
Neuville would fair slightly better. 
The Belgian was relishing the chal-
lenge saying that he enjoyed the 

focus on precision driving.

It was Kalle Rovanperä howev-
er that topped the stage times in 
Rally 1 as well as the Overall going 
into the last day. Evans would give 
up only 1.7s to his teammate to 
keep his chances alive going into 
the final day. Katsuta would end 
the day ahead of Sordo however 
the Hyundai driver clawed some 
time back on the final stage.

Day Four: The final day consist-
ed of five stages in the Fafe area. 
Felguieras and Montim opened 
the day, but everyone was watch-
ing the famous Fafe stage. Kalle 
Rovanperä made the perfect start 
to the final day as he extended his 
lead over his teammate Evans. The 
conditions were slightly damp, but 
the Finn would extend his lead to 
8.4s after beating Evans by 2.7s. 
Not much would change in the 
following test as Rovanperä would 
only go a tenth faster than Evans.

Dani Sordo done his best to usurp 
the Toyota stranglehold. The Span-
iard outpaced Takamoto Katsuta to 
bring the deficit down to just 1.2s 
in the first stage of the day. Like 
the leaders though, it was only an 
incremental increase that saw Kat-
suta extend his lead.

Ott Tanak would win stage 18 
ahead of Thierry Neuville by just 
0.1s which allowed him to jump 
the Ford of Pierre-Louis Loubet in 
the overall standings. Neuville re-
mained in fifth place 24s off fourth 
place. The Belgian had been re-
surgent but wasn’t able to take 
enough time out of his rivals to 
close in.

(Left) Loubet gets a bit 
wild

(Below) Ogier runs through 
the forest



Craig Breen rounded out the top six. 
With Ford not having the best of rallies 
as various issues including punctures 
and collisions, it dropped out of the 
running.

Stage 19 would see Evans fight back 
by going 1.9s faster than his rival. 
Rovanperä was caught in worsening 
conditions with fog and rain affect-
ing his visibility. Ott Tanak would once 
again take another stage victory mov-
ing to within 20s of Craig Breen with 
two stages left to run. 

Katsuta and Sordo’s fight for third 
got closer again as the Japanese driv-
er dropped one tenth of a second to 
leave Sordo just 0.8s behind breaking 
into the top three.

Evans’s fight back would hit a small 
blip as he would drop more time in 
stage 20 and left himself with a 9s 
gap to try to overcome in the Wolf 
Power Stage. Sordo would also drop 
time but not as much to give himself a 
2.2s deficit after Katsuta finished the 
stage 1.4s faster.

Ott Tanak’s charge rewarded him with 
sixth at this point, with Ford’s Rally 
just getting worse and worse. Breen 
lost a chunk of time due to a brake 
problem which left him in eighth be-
hind is team-mate Loubet. 

The Wolf Power Stage would play host 
to a tense fight where all the top four 
positions were up for grabs. Between 
Rovanperä vs Evans, Katsuta vs Sordo, 
it was all to play for. Third was decided 
after a flying run from Dani Sordo, the 
Hyundai driver finished 4.3s quicker 
than Katsuta. Both drivers put on a 
great show for the crowd all weekend. 

Ultimately it was Rovanperä who 

would seal the victory in Portugal, the 
Toyota driver beat his team-mate by 
15.2s overall. After taking the lead late 
yesterday, he didn’t look back and 
grabbed the power stage win for max-
imum points.

Upon finishing the last stage Rovan-
perä said: "At the moment it seems 
we are on a really good drive. Starting 
first on the road here and to fight for 
the win was really nice. A big thanks 
to Jonne and also the team - we saw 
a lot of tough conditions and our car 
was perfect as always. Everybody can 
be really happy."

Despite losing the win, Evans saw the 
positives from a rally where he was 
able to build on his points finish last 
time out.

“We definitely needed a result, that's 
for sure. Of course, we're disappointed 
with the outcome of today, but I take 
my hat off to Kalle. From my side, it's 
nice to be back on the podium and we 
should be able to build from here.”

This leaves Rovanperä with a 46-point 
gap to second place Neuville. The 
hat-trick of wins nicely setting up his 
championship charge for the rest of 
the season. Katsuta sits third on 38 
points followed by Tanak and Evans on 
37 and 36 respectively.

Toyota are still leading the Manufac-
turers’ Championship on 175 points 
after securing 3 of the top 4 positions. 
Hyundai are on 116 after Sordo’s po-
dium and Neuville and Tanak’s fight 
back. Ford are third on 94 and Toyota 
NG fourth.

Next up is Rally Italia Sardegna on 2nd 
June for round five of the 2022 Cham-
pionship.



WINNERS

RESULT

POS DRIVER PTS

1 K. Rovanpera 106

2 T. Neuville 60

3 T. Katsuta 38

4 O. Tanak 37

5 E. Evans 36

6 C. Breen 34

7 S. Loeb 27

8 G. Greensmith 20

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

K. ROVANPERA / J. HALTTUNEN

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 K. Rovanpera / J. Halttunen Toyota GR Yaris 3:44:19.2

2 E. Evans / S. Martin Toyota GR Yaris +15.2

3 D. Sordo / C. Carrera Hyundai i20 N +2:17.3

4 T. Katsuta / A. Johnston Toyota GR Yaris +2:19.4

5 T. Neuville / M. Wydaeghe Hyundai i20 N +2:37.8

6 O. Tanak / M. Jareoja Hyundai i20 N +4:45.7

7 P. Loubet / V. Landais M-Sport Ford Puma +7:03.4

8 C. Breen / P. Nagle M-Sport Ford Puma +8:09.6

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Toyota Gazoo 175

2 Hyundai 116

3 M-Sport Ford 94

4 Toyota WRT NG 42

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 K. Rovanpera / J. Halttunen Toyota GR Yaris 6:28.2

2 D. Sordo / C. Carrera Hyundai i20 N +2.0

3 T. Neuville / M. Wydaeghe Hyundai i20 N +3.0

4 O. Tanak / M. Jareoja Hyundai i20 N +3.0

5 E. Evans / S. Martin Toyota GR Yaris +6.1

POWER STAGE RESULT

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 Y. Rossel / V. Sarreuad Citroen C3 3:58:08.1

2 K. Kajetanowicz / M. Szcezpaniak Skoda Fabia Evo +1:12.1

3 C. Ingram / C. Drew Skoda Fabia Evo +5:54.7

RALLY 2/3 RESULT

OVERALL RESULT



 

TOP        SHOT
Russell and Verstappen enjoyed 

some wheel-to-wheel bat-
tling during the Spanish 

Grand Prix



BARCELONA
2022 FIA FORMULA 2 CHAMPIONSHIP



SPRINT RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

Felipe Drugovich took his 
second race win of the 2022 

Formula 2 Championship in 
Barcelona, as he dominated 
proceedings in the Sprint Race.

The Brazilian driver started 
from fourth on the grid but 
made an excellent start to 
move into the lead of the race 
before Turn 1. He entered the 
corner in the lead, and didn’t 
relinquish the position for the 
remainder of the event.

Although there was still 
Sunday’s Feature Race to go, 
the result positioned Drugovich 
back atop the Drivers’ 

Championship, having lost the 
lead to Theo Pourchaire after 
the previous round in Imola.

“It feels pretty good,” 
Drugovich said after his race 
win. “The race was quite 
smooth for my side, and I 
could control it how I wanted. 
I'm really satisfied with that. 
Obviously, we need to see the 
weekend as a whole, yesterday 
hasn't been amazing and we 
need to focus on tomorrow to 
make up for that. But for the 
moment, we're happy with 
where we are and with the 
pace we have. And yeah, that's 
it. I'm really happy about the 

Drugovich dominates to take race 
win

Vips spins while fighting inside the 
points

Hughes drops off in final laps and 
misses top four result

Iwasa, Sargeant complete podium 
finishers

job that the team has done 
today.”

Starting from fourth, Drugovich 
only had to battle two cars on 
the run to the opening corner, 
as pole-sitter Calan Williams 
stalled on the start of the 
formation lap.

The Briton was then pushed 
back to the pit lane, and 
couldn’t recover to a 
meaningful result during the 
race.

The biggest threat to 
Drugovich’s win came when a 
Safety Car was called following 
a self-inflicted spin for Juri Vips. 
At the restart, Drugovich made 
no mistake and sprinted out 
of DRS range to protect his 
position.

Ayumu Iwasa’s impressive 
rookie campaign continued 
with his first F2 podium, 
crossing the line just over two 
seconds down on Drugovich. 
Logan Sargeant was third 
to take the final step on the 
podium.

Jake Hughes looked to be on 
course for a fourth place finish, 
but his tyres fell away in the 
closing laps, with multiple 
cars overtaking him before he 
decided to pit for fresh rubber.

Jehan Daruvala was fourth at 
the line, heading Pourchaire 
and last year’s Formula 3 

runner-up Jack Doohan. 
Frederick Vesti was seventh, 
leading Enzo Fittipaldi in 
eighth.

Rounding out the top 10 was 
the New Zealand duo of Liam 
Lawson and Marcus Armstrong, 
however neither driver scored 
points as only the top eight are 
rewarded in the Sprint Race. 

Drugovich dominates en route to 
Barcelona win

(Bottom) Drugovich regained 
the championship lead with the 

Saturday victory

SPRINT RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Felipe Drugovich MP Motorsport 34:37.701

2 Ayumu Iwasa DAMS +2.109

3 Logan Sargeant Carlin +4.165

4 Jehan Daruvala PREMA Racing +8.493

5 Theo Pourchaire ART Grand Prix +9.251

6 Jack Doohan Virtuosi Racing +10.481

7 Frederick Vesti ART Grand Prix +16.430

8 Enzo Fittipaldi Charouz Racing System +17.256

9 Liam Lawson Carlin +17.705

10 Marcus Armstrong Hitech Grand Prix +18.524

WINNER
FELIPE DRUGOVICH



FEATURE RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

Felipe Drugovich completed a 
masterful weekend of Formula 
2 in Barcelona, as he took two 
race wins from two. The MP 
Motorsport driver went deep 
into the race on a set of Soft 
tyres, before swapping to the 
Hards later than his rivals.

He was then able to make 
use of the fresher rubber to 
progress forward and pass 
pole-sitter Jack Doohan on lap 
27 of the race, further extend-
ing his lead at the top of the 
Drivers’ Championship.

During the race, there was an 
investigation scare regarding 

his mandatory pit stop, howev-
er the punishment only result-
ed in a fine, as one of his tyres 
was not positioned flat along 
the ground, as mandated by 
the rules.

“Coming from P10 to P1 is not 
something I would have im-
agined,” he said. “So yeah, that 
was an amazing weekend and 
an amazing race. Top five, I 
think was realistic. If in any way 
I got a podium I’d be extremely 
happy, and to get a win is just 
something even more than 
that. The car was very good for 
the softs, to make them last a 
lot. I could still drive well on the 

Drugovich wins after extending 
opening stint

Doohan and Vesti take first F2 
podium results

Pourchaire slips further behind in 
the championship with run to eighth

Daruvala the race’s only non-
finisher

hards but then I had probably 
a minimum of five laps less on 
the tyres which is really good 
thing for the end of the race. 
So yeah, really, really happy.”

Jack Doohan took by far his 
best result of the season to 
date, crossing the line in sec-
ond place. The Australian had 
previously been unable to con-
vert his strong qualifying posi-
tions into respectable finishes.

Frederick Vesti also secured 
his maiden podium finish in F2, 
as he took the chequered flag 
in third place, ahead of Logan 
Sargeant in fourth.

Clement Novalak was fifth in 
the second MP Motorsport car, 
finishing in front of Enzo Fitti-
paldi. Marcus Armstrong was 
seventh, less than a second 
down on Fittipaldi ahead.

Theo Pourchaire slipped further 
behind in the Drivers’ Cham-
pionship following a run to 
eighth place. Behind him was 
Liam Lawson, while Roy Nissa-
ny took home the last point on 
offer for DAMS.

Jehan Daruvala was the only 
driver that failed to see the 
chequered flag. The Indian 
driver suffered a mechanical 
issue early in the race, and was 
forced to clamber out of his 
stricken car, which caused the 
race’s only Safety Car interven-
tion.

F2 will return this weekend, 
when the junior category tack-
les the streets of Monte Carlo, 
supporting the Monaco Grand 
Prix event.

Drugovich does the double with Feature 
Race victory

(Bottom) It was close to a 
perfect weekend for Drugovich

FEATURE RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Felipe Drugovich MP Motorsport 1:02:14.874

2 Jack Doohan Virtuosi Racing +5.630

3 Frederick Vesti ART Grand Prix +23.169

4 Logan Sargeant Carlin +24.720

5 Clement Novalak MP Motorsport +25.060

6 Enzo Fittipaldi Charouz Racing System +31.430

7 Marcus Armstrong Hitech Grand Prix +32.199

8 Theo Pourchaire ART Grand Prix +35.607

9 Liam Lawson Carlin +37.174

10 Roy Nissany DAMS +37.275

WINNER
FELIPE DRUGOVICH



 

TOP        SHOT
Wrong direction for Aston Martin 

after Stroll and Gasly make 
contact  - Gasly was later 

penalised for the clash



BARCELONA
2022 FIA FORMULA 3 CHAMPIONSHIP



SPRINT RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

David Vidales walked away 
from the opening race of the 
2022 Formula 3 season with a 
race victory, taking his first win 
in the series.

The Spanish driver led the 
entirety of the race, and only 
came under pressure at the 
mid-stage of the race, when 
PREMA Racing’s Jak Crawford 
attacked him for the lead.

Crawford attempted to steal 
the position from Vidales on 
a couple of occasions, with 
the Briton forced to take to 
the run-off at Turn 1 as they 
when side-by-side on lap 12. 

Crawford couldn’t mount a 
successful attack and had 
to settle for second behind 
Vidales, who took a home race 
win for himself and Campos 
Racing.

“It's a special place to win my 
first F3 race,” Vidales said. “For 
me and for the team it's the 
first win of the year and to win 
it here at home is incredible. 
You could see all the people 
supporting, the grandstands 
were full of people with the 
Spanish flag and after the race 
you could see the atmosphere 
was great. So that gave me an 
extra push to hold off Jak, who 

Vidales takes home victory for 
himself and Campos

Crawford launches attack for the 
win but misses out

Correa misses out on podium finish

Championship leader Martins forced 
to retire

was coming pretty fast. I'm 
super happy to do the win here, 
first win and hopefully we can 
get many more.”

Despite missing out on the 
race win, Crawford took the 
extra point on offer for the 
fastest lap of the race.

Caio Collet took the final spot 
on the podium after making 
a late-race overtake on Juan 
Manuel Correa. The latter 
returned to the series this 
weekend after recovering from 
a foot injury.

The American-Ecuadorian 
driver was forced to wait even 
longer for his first rostrum, as 
he also fell back behind Arthur 
Leclerc before the chequered 
flag was waved.

Alexander Smolyar was sixth, 
ahead of Kaylen Frederick in 
seventh. Roman Stanek was 
eighth, and looked ahead to 
Sunday for a stronger result 
on Sunday after securing 
pole position during Friday’s 
qualifying session.

Reece Ushijima while Isack 
Hadjar, who took the opening 
race victory of the season in 
Bahrain, was 10th.

There was disaster for 
championship leader Victor 
Martins, who slowed during the 
race with a mechanical issue. 
The problem brought him back 

to the pit lane and forced the 
Frenchman into retirement.

Franco Colapinto was also 
another retiree, suffering an 
unusual problem when his 
engine cover fell off the body 
of the car, exposing the engine 
and exhaust system.

Vidales opens Barcelona weekend with 
home victory

(Bottom) Vidales celebrates his 
first win of the 2022 F3 season

SPRINT RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 David Vidales Campos Racing 32:38.784

2 Jak Crawford PREMA Racing +1.268

3 Caio Collet MP Motorsport +6.482

4 Arthur Leclerc PREMA Racing +9.081

5 Juan Manuel Correa ART Grand Prix +10.326

6 Alexander Smolyar MP Motorsport +11.239

7 Kaylen Frederick Hitech Grand Prix +11.839

8 Roman Stanek Trident +12.370

9 Reece Ushijima Van Amersfoort Racing +15.274

10 Isack Hadjar Hitech Grand Prix +16.057

WINNER
DAVID VIDALES



FEATURE RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

Victor Martins became the first 
repeat winner of the 2022 For-
mula 3 season on Sunday, as 
he dominated the Feature Race 
in Barcelona to further extend 
his championship lead.

The Alpine academy driver 
started the race from second 
on the grid, with pole-sitter 
Roman Stanek alongside him. 
On the run to Turn 1, Martins 
tucked in behind the Trident 
driver and swooped around the 
outside to take the lead.

From there, the Frenchman 
never looked back and retained 
the lead throughout the 24 

laps, surviving two Safety Car 
restarts on his way to victory.

“After the issue yesterday, I 
was in a position where I need-
ed to score points,” Martins 
said. “There was a bit of doubt 
in my mind – you tell yourself 
you have to score points, but 
also you need to stay on the 
track. I knew the win was pos-
sible, but at the same time I 
needed to manage the race 
and stay on the track because 
we’ve had too many inci-
dents, too many races that we 
didn’t finish. I’m sure that in 
the middle and at the end of 

Martins dominates to take second 
win of F3 season

Stanek, Hadjar settle for second and 
third 

Two Safety Cars called for seperate 
crashes involving Villagomez and 
Benavides

Leclerc involved in various incidents 
and finishes 14th

the Championship, we will be 
there for both races. I should 
go there with only one race to 
do! We need to look at why we 
have those kinds of things hap-
pening, but it feels good. I’m 
feeling really calm, confident in 
the car and I think the balance 
was good, so I thank the team 
for that.”

Stanek crossed the line in sec-
ond place, but came under 
pressure late on from Isack 
Hadjar, who challenged Stanek 
for the second spot on the po-
dium.

However, Stanek withstood the 
pressure and took the cheq-
uered flag just over half a sec-
ond ahead of the Red Bull jun-
ior driver. In fourth, Alexander 
Smolyar was even closer be-
hind, but couldn’t make a move 
on Hadjar for the podium.

Oliver Bearman was the lead-
ing PREMA Racing car at the 
chequered flag, with himself 
and team-mate Jak Crawford 
taking fifth and sixth respec-
tively.

Their team-mate Arthur Leclerc 
was in the wars on Sunday, as 
he was involved in contact with 
Saturday’s race winner David 
Vidales at Turn 1 during the 
race. Vidales was forced to re-
tire, while Leclerc continued on.

Later in the race, the Mone-
gasque driver took to the grass 

on the approach to Turn 1 while 
battling Juan Manuel Correa. 
Eventually, Leclerc wound up in 
14th place.

Caio Collet was seventh, ahead 
of Franco Colapinto, with 
Kaylen Frederick and Correa 
rounding out the top 10.

Martins dominant en route to Feature 
Race win

(Bottom) Martins is the first 
repeat winner of the 2022 F3 

season

FEATURE RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Victor Martins ART Grand Prix 43:43.673 (FL)

2 Roman Stanek Trident +2.368

3 Isack Hadjar Hitech Grand Prix +3.026

4 Alexander Smolyar MP Motorsport +3.624

5 Oliver Bearman PREMA Racing +4.348

6 Jak Crawford PREMA Racing +5.420

7 Caio Collet MP Motorsport +6.633

8 Franco Colapinto Van Amersfoort Racing +6.899

9 Kaylen Frederick Hitech Grand Prix +8.431

10

WINNER
VICTOR MARTINS



 

TOP        SHOT
There is nothing like the sight 

of IndyCar at home in 
Indianapolis



LAUSITZRING
2022 DTM SERIES

PHIL OAKLEY / SPORTSCAR REPORTER



RACE 1
HIGHLIGHTS

With round two of the 2022 
season coming to the 

Lausitzring Circuit, Team Win-
ward Mercedes-AMG took ini-
tial spoils with Lucas Auer, who 
started the race from pole po-
sition. Sheldon van der Linde 
was alongside him in the Schu-
bert Motorsport BMW. Maro 
Engel was on the second row 
for GruppeM Mercedes-AMG, 
with HRT Mercedes-AMG’s Luca 
Stolz fourth. Fifth was Red Bull 
AF Corse Ferrari’s Felipe Fraga.

S. van der Linde took the lead 
off Auer at the start and never 
truly looked back. He quickly 
created a two second gap to 
the Austrian and then stead-
ily extended this until the pit 

stops. Although he pitted a lap 
later than Auer and Stolz be-
hind him, which helped them 
close on the South African and 
meant his lead looked briefly 
at risk as Stolz threatened, as 
soon as his tyres were up to 
temperature, the BMW driv-
er ran away from the horde of 
Mercedes-AMGs behind him to 
win by over three and half sec-
onds.

The younger van der Linde 
brother — elder sibling Kelvin 
was one of the nine drivers who 
did not see the chequered flag 
— was elated with his second 
DTM win. 

“Last year was very tough for 

Sheldon van der Linde takes 
dominant victory

Only his second DTM victory, now 
third in championship

Championship leader Bortolotti 
finishes sixth

Auer finishes third and takes 
championship lead

me, I often not even made it to 
the finish. Winning again now, 
two years after my maiden DTM 
race win, is outstanding, of 
course,” said the 23-year-old.

Behind him, Auer held sec-
ond ahead of Stolz until the pit 
stops but got jumped by the 
German, with HRT’s pit crew 
working slightly faster than 
Winward’s. 

Although Stolz and Auer were 
significantly closer to S. van 
der Linde as the latter exited 
the pits, once his tyres warmed 
up, he began to pull out a gap 
again. Auer and Stolz fought for 
second, but eventually the HRT 
driver beat out the Winward 
man for second with a two sec-
ond gap at the flag.

Although it was, effectively, a 
lights to flag victory for S. van 
der Linde, he didn’t lead the 
whole race from the ultimate 
front of the field. As is common 
in DTM, a significant portion of 
the pack used the alternative 
strategy, pitting much later in 
the race and using the new 
tyres to come back through the 
field later in the race.

Nick Cassidy, racing for Al-
phaTauri AF Corse Ferrari, and 
Walkenhorst Motorsport BMW’s 
Marco Wittmann, were the main 
proponents and beneficiaries of 
this strategy, both pitting late 
in the race compared to the 
true leaders. Cassidy led Witt-

mann and although the Ger-
man had multiple attempts to 
pass, he was never able to beat 
out the Kiwi to lead the race.

The alternative strategy almost 
worked too. Mid-way into the 
race, rain started to fall around 
the Lausitzring, with fans in 
the grandstands heading for 
covered sections and others 
getting umbrellas out. Howev-
er, while it offered a glimmer 
of hope to the likes of Cassidy 
and Wittmann, who would have 
been hoping for harder rain so 
they could pit for wet weath-
er tyres and retain the lead if 
those who had already stopped 
did the same, it was but a pass-
ing shower with no real intensi-
ty.

Sure enough, the track never 
got drastically wet, only slightly 
greasy and damp — nowhere 
near the saturation needed 
for wet or even intermediate 

Sheldon van der Linde dominates to victory

tyres. Cassidy duly pitted from 
the lead and re-joined 15th, 
although he was able to work 
his way back up to ninth, with 
fresher tyres than those around 
him.

Unfortunately for Wittmanm, 
along with K. van der Linde, he 
was one of nine retirees from 
the race, with unspecified tech-
nical issues curtailing his race 
shortly after his pitstop, a lap 
after Cassidy.

And that was how it finished, 
with S. van der Linde, Stolz and 
Auer on the podium, followed 
by Arjun Maini in fourth and 
Maro Engel in fifth. Mirko Bor-
tolloti was sixth, with Laurens 
Vanthoor in seventh and Rene 
Rast eighth. Cassidy was ninth, 
with reigning champion Max-
imillian Gotz picking up the final 
point in tenth.



WINNER

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1  Sheldon van der Linde Schubert Motorsport

2 Luca Stolz Mercedes-AMG Team HRT 3.590

3 Lucas Auer Mercedes-AMG Team Winward 5.427

4 Arjun Maini Mercedes-AMG Team HRT 7.752

5 Maro Engel Mercedes-AMG Team GruppeM 
Racing 9.142

6 Mirko Bortolotti GRT 13.654

7 Laurens Vanthoor SSR Performance 17.577

8 Rene Rast Team ABT 19.056

9 Nick Cassidy Red Bull AlphaTauri AF Course 19.303

10 Maximilian Gotz Mercedes-AMG Team Winward 21.425

11 Maximilian Buhk Mercedes-AMG Team Mucke 
Motorsport 22.949

12 Esteban Muth Walkenhorst Motorsport 34.430

13 Nicki Thiim T3 Motorsport 37.064

14 Rolf Ineichen GRT 38.253

15 Mariuz Zug Attempto Racing 41.256

16  Dev Gore Team Rosberg 49.533

17 Clems Schmid GRT 49.820

18 Esmee Hawkey T3 Motorsoprt 1:20.599

19 Alessio Deledda GRT Grasser-Racing.com 1 Lap

20 Thomas Preining Kus Team Bernhard DNF

21 Nico Muller Team Rosberg DNF

RESULT 1

SHELDON VAN DER LINDE



RACE 2
HIGHLIGHTS

After winning race 1 on Sat-
urday afternoon, Sheldon 

van der Linde qualified on pole, 
again, for race 2 for Schubert 
Motorsport. Former multi-
ple DTM champion Rene Rast 
started alongside him for Team 
Abt, while Maro Engel was 
third for GruppeM Mercedes-
AMG. Mirko Bortolotti started 
fourth for GRT, with Ricardo 
Feller fifth for Abt Sportsline.

Sheldon got the perfect start 
as the lights went out and 
pulled away from Rast imme-
diately. He led the race with 
ease, also pulling away from 
Engel behind him. Although 
Engel was first to pit from the 
leading group, Sheldon pitted 

a lap later and retained the 
lead, with Engel pulling slightly 
closer thanks to the attempted 
undercut.

Although it seemed as the 
23-year-old race leader had 
the race firmly in his control, 
towards the end of the race, 
Engel started to come back on 
the South African, closing the 
gap by a tenth or two every 
lap. By the final lap, Engel 
was right with Sheldon, with 
the German seemingly having 
used his tyres less so he could 
attack more later on.

But, although he was just a 
few tenths behind for the en-
tirety of the final lap, he just 

Another lights-to-flag victory for 
Sheldon van der Linde

Maro Engel just 0.347s behind at the 
line

Rene Rast third in his 41st DTM 
podium

Mirko Bortolotti loses championship 
lead 

couldn’t find a way past the big 
BMW M4 GT3, with the gap at 
the line just 0.347s. Sheldon 
then took his second win of the 
season and his third DTM win, 
and now leads the champion-
ship by 15 points coming out of 
the second round of the sea-
son.

The South African was delight-
ed with his win, coming just 
a day after his second to win 
two in two! He also admitted, 
though, it wasn’t an easy last 
few laps. 

“It really wasn’t easy, especial-
ly at the end, Maro Engel was 
putting me under quite some 
pressure,” said the race winner. 
“I am delighted that it worked 
out and I am heading to Imola 
with a good feeling.”

Elsewhere, Engel, Rast and 
Bortolotti fought it out for sec-
ond place at the start. Rast 
got challenged by Engel off 
the line, who after his poor 
start yesterday, slipping from 
third to sixth, had a great start 
for race 2. Bortolotti behind 
them also got a good start 
and it was three abreast going 
into turn 2, with Engel getting 
pushed off track as three into 
two simply didn’t work.

Engel careered across the 
grass and rejoined directly in 
front of Bortolotti, who had to 
instinctively drop the anchors 

to avoid the Mercedes-AMG. 
Rast, though, was on the other 
side of the track, behind Bor-
tolotti who’d managed to pass 
Rast. With Bortolotti blocked 
behind Engel, Rast slipped 
through past the Italian, right 
alongside Engel. The two then 
fought down to the next right 
hander. Engel, though, had the 
inside line and took the posi-
tion.

After the stops, as the 
Mercedes-AMG driver created 
a small gap to his countryman 
and set about chasing down 
Sheldon. In the end Rast fin-
ished almost two seconds be-
hind the race winner to take 
his first podium since his DTM 
comeback this year.

While Bortolotti had a good 
start and managed to stay 
with the top three, after the pit 
stops he dropped back, with 
Sheldon’s teammate Philipp 

Eng and Nico Muller in the 
Team Rosberg Audi overtaking 
him. He would eventually fin-
ish sixth, just over 7.5s behind 
Sheldon’s BMW.

So, with Sheldon, Engel, Rast, 
Eng, Muller and Bortolotti 
making up the top six, Ricar-
do Feller finished seventh for 
Abt Sportsline. Championship 
leader coming into the race 
Lucas Auer, driving the Win-
ward Mercedes-AMG, finished 
eighth, with Laurens Vanthoor 
in ninth for SSR Performance 
Porsche. Marco Wittmann fin-
ished tenth scoring a point for 
Walkenhorst Motorsport, after 
his disappointment on Satur-
day.Two for two for Sheldon van der Linde



WINNER

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Sheldon van der Linde Schubert Motorsport

2 Maro Engel Mercedes-AMG Team 
GruppeM Racing 0.347

3 Rene Rast Team ABT 1.817

4 Phillipp Eng Schubert Motorsport 6.907

5 Nico Muller Team Rosberg 7.338

6 Mirko Bortolotti GRT 7.682

7 Ricardo Feller Team ABT Sportsline 14.572

8 Lucas Auer Mercedes-AMG Team 
Winward 14.872

9 Laurens Vanthoor SSR Performance 15.426

10 Marco Wittmann Walkenhorst 
Motorsport 16.236

11 Dennis Olsen SSR Performance 16.732

12 Luca Stolz Mercedes-AMG Team HRT 21.836

13 Arjun Maini Mercedes-AMG Team HRT 23.874

14 David Schumacher Mercedes-AMG Team 
Winward 27.503

15 Maximilian Gotz Mercedes-AMG Team 
Winward 27.748

16 Rolf Ineichen GRT 29.537

17  Dev Gore Team Rosberg 29.980

18 Esteban Muth Walkenhorst Motorsport 31.285

19 Esmee Hawkey T3 Motorsoprt 1:14.562

20 Kelvin van der Linde Team ABT Sportsline 1:18.639

21 Alessio Deledda GRT Grasser-Racing.com +1 Lap

RESULT 2
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Sheldon van der Linde 66

2 Mirko Bortolotti 51

3 Lucas Auer 48

4 Nico Muller 38

5 Luca Stolz 37

6 Maro Engel 33

7 Rene Rast 23

8 Felipe Fraga 21

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Schubert Motorsport 79

2 Mercedes-AMG Team 
Winward 59

3 Team ABT 57

4 GRT Grasser Racing Team 51

5 Mercedes-AMG Team HRT 48

6 Audi Sport Team Rosberg 38

7 Mercedes-AMG Team 
GruppeM 34

8 SSR Performance 28

TEAMS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

SHELDON VAN DER LINDE
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LAMBORGHINI ANNOUNCES '24 
LMDH CAR FOR IMSA AND WEC

PEUGEOT ANNOUNCES MONZA WEC ENTRY, 
CONFIRMS DRIVER LINE UP

Peugeot’s new 9X8 Le Mans 
Hypercar will first race at the 
Monza round of the FIA World 
Endurance Championship in 
July, the French manufacturer 
has announced.

It had originally planned to 
enter this year’s Le Mans 24 
Hours, but had to postpone 
the entry as more time was 
needed to get the car into the 
performance window before it 
is homologated for racing.

Also confirmed was the team’s 
race livery — similar to the livery 
they announced last year with 
some minor changes — and the 
two car numbers, #93 and #94, 
the former in honour of the 
second Le Mans win Peugeot 
took in 1993 with the 905 Evo.

Finally, after Kevin Magnussen 
rejoined Haas in F1 this year, 

James Rossiter has been 
confirmed as the sixth full time 
driver for Peugeot, joining Jean-
Eric Vergne, Gustavo Menezes, 
Paul di Resta, Mikkel Jensen 
and Loic Duval on the Peugeot 
driver roster. He was previously 
test, reserve and simulator 
driver for the team so has 
significant experience with the 
car.

The 9X8 is very different from 
the other Le Mans Hypercars 
we’ve seen so far, and indeed 
different from anything else 
on the Le Mans grid, past or 
present. Unusually it has no 
rear wing, instead generating 
downforce via the floor’s 
diffuser. This will, in theory at 
least, decrease drag, meaning 
it could be topping the speed 
traps down the Mulsanne 
Straight at Le Mans next year.

It’ll be competing with the 
Toyota GR010, Glickenhaus 
007 LMH, the ByKolles-built 
‘Vanwall’ if the trademark 
dispute over the use of the 
Vanwall name is resolved, and 
the as-yet-unnamed Ferrari 
Le Mans Hypercar, which will 
be run as a factory team by 
AF Corse. We are yet to see 
a glimpse of the Ferrari, but 
rumours say it is due to be 
tested at Fiorano in the coming 
weeks.

Lamborghini has finally 
announced it will produce an 
LMDh car for entry into the 
IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship and FIA World 
Endurance Championship, 
starting in 2024. This is, 
officially, the third LMDh car to 
be announced by Volkswagen-
owned companies, with Porsche 
and Audi also announcing 
programmes in 2021. However, 
it is understood the Audi 
programme has effectively been 
cancelled, with the company 
chasing a Formula 1 entry 
instead.

No drivers, partner teams, or 
car information has so far been 
announced. Paddock rumours 
indicate the car may be based 
on a Ligier LMP2 base with 
a Lamborghini engine. This 
would be a departure from the 
Volkswagen ethos so far, with 
Porsche and Audi originally 
planning to use fundamentally 
the same car with some minor 
bodywork differences, with a 
Dallara LMP2 base and a twin-
turbo V8 engine.

Furthermore, rumours have 
indicated the Prema or Iron 
Lynx teams, both of which have 
experience in WEC racing, may 
be running the cars, although it 
is not known whether these will 
be factory entries or customer 
programmes.

Lamborghini will join Porsche, 
Cadillac, Acura, Alpine, and 
BMW in LMDh, as well as Ferrari, 
Peugeot, Toyota, Glickenhaus 
and ByKolles in the WEC’s LMH 
category. 

Lamborghini’s Head of 
Motorsport, Giorgio Sanna, 
commented: “I am absolutely 
delighted that Lamborghini will 
be taking the next step in our 
motorsport journey, the step 
into LMDh and the top level of 
sports car racing. LMDh will play 
a special role in Lamborghini’s 
Motorsports strategy, giving 
us the unique opportunity to 
expand our customer racing 
activities to new platforms 
and enforce our long-term 
partnership with customer 
teams and drivers.”

Lamborghini will race in the top class of endurance racing in 2024

The race-ready Peugeot 9X8, due 
to make its WEC debut at Monza



38 CARS ENTERED FOR 6 
HOURS OF MONZA

38 cars have been entered 
for the FIA World Endurance 
Championship’s 6 Hours of 
Monza, due to take place on 
Sunday 10th July. This is the 
WEC’s second largest entry list 
ever for a regular six hour race, 
with seven cars in the Le Mans 
Hypercar class, 14 in LMP2, five 
in GTE-Pro and 13 in GTE-Am.

The headline new entry, 
of course, the Peugeot 
TotalEnergies team the Le Mans 
Hypercar class. Currently, Paul 
di Resta is assigned to drive 
#93 and Loic Duval in #94. 
Both are previous Le Mans 
winners — di Resta in LMP2 
with United Autosports in 2020, 
while Duval won overall with 
Audi in 2013. 

The other four Peugeot drivers 
— Jean-Eric Vergne, Mikkel 
Jensen, Gustavo Menezes and 
James Rossiter — haven’t been 
assigned to a car on the entry 
list yet, with four ‘TBA’ slots.

The other Le Mans Hypercar 
entries are the same as ever, 
with Toyota, Glickenhaus and 
Alpine all with their regular 
driver lineups. The other big 
news is Penske announcing 
that Le Mans will be their final 
race in LMP2, as they switch 
their focus to their impending 
LMDh programme with 
Porsche. This means the yellow 
Oreca 07 will not be present at 
Monza.

GTE-Pro and GTE-Am are also 
the same line-ups in all cars, 
with every full-season car 
present across both classes. 
In GTE-Pro that comprises two 
Ferrari 488 GTEs, two Porsche 
911 RSRs, and a single Corvette 
C8.R.

In GTE-Am, the 13 cars are split 
across Aston Martin, Porsche 
and Ferrari. There are three 
Aston Martin Vantage AMRs, 
five Ferrari 488 GTEs, and five 
Porsche 911 RSRs.

PORSCHE LMDH COMPLETES 6,000KM IN 
TESTING

The Porsche LMDh test car 
has completed 6,000km, as 
the German manufacturer 
prepares to amp up its testing 
programme in the second half 
of the year before its first race 
entry at the 2023 Rolex 24 at 
Daytona.

The car will be run by 
Penske and compete in 
both the IMSA WeatherTech 
Sportscar Championship and 
the FIA World Endurance 
Championship, with two 
cars in each series. Porsche 
says it will additionally sell 
two cars per championship 
to customers, running with 
factory support but not as 
factory entries.

To assist the development 
programme, Penske are 

leaving LMP2 in WEC after 
Le Mans. The car has so fast 
been tested at tracks across 
Europe, with more tests 
coming at tracks including 
Spa-Francorchamps. However, 
during the summer, a North 
American testing plan will 
commence with Penske 
running the programme. 
Drivers including Felipe Nasr 
and Dane Cameron will be 
involved in this, having been 
racing already for Penske in 
the LMP2 car in WEC.

Porsche are, so far, the only 
team to have revealed their 
LMDh car. Others, including 
Cadillac, Acura and BMW, say 
they will be racing in 2023 in 
either IMSA or WEC, or both, 
but have not yet publicly 
revealed their cars.

Meanwhile, Porsche’s 
partner manufacturer in the 
LMDh programme, Audi, 
has effectively cancelled 
its programme to chase a 
Formula 1 entry. The Audi 
was originally planned to be 
essentially the same car with 
minor bodywork differences, 
but it now looks like this won’t 
happen.

We are still waiting to find 
out what Porsche Penske 
Motorsport’s final drive line-up 
will be for both series, which 
should include 12 drivers, plus 
a finalised livery, which could 
be traditional Penske yellow or 
a more Porsche-derived livery. 
The last time Penske ran a 
factory Porsche programme, 
the Porsche RS Spyder, it was 
yellow.

The Porsche RS Spyder, the last time 
Porsche ran a Penske programme

Monza returned to the FIA 
WEC calendar last year



 

TOP        SHOT
Ogier tackles the hairpin during 

Rally Portugal in Porto
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MENTAL ENDURANCE KEY IN 
TWO-WEEK LONG EVENT 

INDY 500 QUALIFYING FORMAT NEEDS TO BE 
MORE CONSISTENT - RAHAL

The qualifying format was 
changed for this year’s 
Indianapolis 500, with 
multiple rounds of knockout 
qualifying taking place 
Sunday afternoon to decide 
the pole winner. The format is 
shaken up from time to time 
in order to attempt to draw 
more interest from fans, as is 
the case this year which saw 
running culminate in a Fast 6 
shootout rather than the Fast 
9.

Graham Rahal was one driver 
to say he feels a procedure 
should be decided upon and 
then left alone, even going 
so far as to say that he’s not 
quite sure how the format 
works himself. The veteran 
is competing in his 15th Indy 
500 this year, and has seen 

a few different qualifying 
formats over that time.

“I’m good with whatever, 
and I don’t mind changing it 
every once in a while,” said 
Rahal. “In my opinion, they 
need to find something and 
stick with it. When you look at 
Indy, it’s about tradition. And 
that’s one thing they change 
a little too often. To relate to 
fans, you come here and it’s 
different rules each time. You 
got to at least know what’s 
going on. I think once they 
find something that works, 
they should stick with it.”

As in recent years, qualifying 
was run as an average of 
four laps with only one car 
on track at a time. Saturday’s 
running, which was under 

threat of rain for most of 
the afternoon, decided the 
positions from 13th on back. 
The top 12 drivers then ran 
again on Sunday, with the 
fastest six drivers in that 
session advancing to another 
round to directly compete for 
the pole.

Due to the final runs being 
scheduled in short succession 
for the qualifiers of the first 
two rows, a couple pace laps 
were permitted in between in 
order to give drivers a chance 
to cool the cars effectively 
before running them at full tilt 
again. The pole winner was 
decided on Sunday afternoon, 
and only a few hours of 
practice are allocated over 
the next week to get back in 
the race mindset.

The Indianapolis 500 is 
different than any other race 
on the IndyCar calendar in 
many ways, and one of the 
biggest differences is the 
amount of preparation time 
given to the teams. Instead of 
roughly three hours of total 
practice time allowed for a 
given weekend, drivers are 
allowed to take the track for 
roughly 32 hours across eight 
separate days leading up to the 
race.

That amount of build up to 
a single event puts strain 
on the drivers and teams 
alike, which have to treat the 
two weeks as an endurance 
event rather than a sprint. 
The series’ rookies, including 
Andretti Autosport’s Devlin 
DeFrancesco, have to figure 
out the mental balance 
required to compete at a 
high level for such a long 
continuous time.

“It’s definitely more mental 
than physical here, for sure,” 
said DeFrancesco. “Getting 
a few loose moments out of 
turns two and four is a bit 
sketchy at 230 MPH. I kept 

getting told ‘Patience is critical 
here.’ And I can really see why. 
Being able to run through a 
bunch of changes and focus on 
the race car, and being able to 
maximize both cars [qualifying 
and race setups] we have. 
It’s my first event, so I’m just 
constantly learning and taking 
things in, learning things each 
time I get out and every time 
we run. That’s really what I’m 
focusing on.”

DeFrancesco put in 98 laps, 
nearly half of a race distance in 
the first day of practice alone, 
and had many more laps ahead 
of him before the race itself on 
May 29. The Canadian-Italian 
is thoroughly enjoying the new 
experience, however, and is not 
bothered by the on-the-edge 
driving required around the 
2.5-mile oval.

“A lot of the Europeans that 
I talk to, they seem almost 
worried of the ovals. But I 
love oval racing. I think it’s 
awesome! When it snaps on 
you at 230, I’ll tell you it’s 
scary. But it’s enjoyable. You 
just gather it back up and get 
going.”

DeFrancesco is learning to wrangle the mental side of the Indy 500

Rahal has competed 
in 15 Indy 500’s



MALUKAS PAIRING WELL 
WITH SATO AS HE GETS UP 
TO SPEED

David Malukas made the jump 
to IndyCar this season, and is 
one of six rookies in the series 
that are having to learn how to 
wrangle each track the series 
visits. Perhaps no track is more 
important, and requires more 
innate knowledge, than the 2.5-
mile oval in Indianapolis, and 
Malukas is glad to have veteran 
racer Takuma Sato as his team-
mate as he gets up to speed. 
Asked after the first day of Indy 
500 practice how much he has 
learned from having Sato in his 
garage, the young driver was 
very clear.

“A lot, actually,” said Malukas. 
“I’ve watched many videos, 
and he keeps giving me tips 
and also giving me motivation. 
No, I wouldn’t want any other 
teammate, especially for my 
rookie year. Takuma has been 
very helpful.”

Sato is also enjoying his role 
as a mentor, and is more 
than happy to pass along the 
knowledge that he has gained 

through 20 years of racing. He 
acknowledges that Dale Coyne 
Racing doesn’t have the depth 
of resources that a larger team 
like Andretti Autosport might, 
but he’s happy to do what he 
can in his role.

“David obviously has been 
great,” said Sato. “He obviously 
is a rookie driver, inexperienced 
at the 500, so we don’t have 
the luxury to have Scott like 
or Andretti for example. But at 
least I was there and knowing 
what needs to do, and then 
David is quickly up to speed, 
like he was top of the rookie 
[standings], as well.

“I’m very happy, happy we’re 
working together. We’re 
spreading the program and 
we’re trusting each other. So 
next few days will be extremely 
important. Every day is 
important, of course, and then 
let’s see how much we can pull 
out the speed. But in the race 
will be very different, so we need 
to study a lot.”

KARAM: EARLY INDY 500 PRACTICE PACE 'A 
BREATH OF FRESH AIR'

Sage Karam couldn’t be 
happier that the beginning 
of his ninth Indianapolis 500 
attempt has started off on 
the right foot. In the first 
practice session Tuesday 
morning, Karam logged the 
third fastest lap of the day, 
and his Dreyer and Reinbold 
team-mate Santino Ferrucci 
was sixth fastest. They both 
have continued to be fast all 
throughout the first week of 
Indy 500 running, showing 
true potential from the small 
team.

“To be able to come here in 
May flat out of the pits and 
be on it is a breath of fresh 
air,” Karam said, speaking 
to Motorsport Monday. “We 
didn’t have to worry. I was 
able to run here in April, and 
usually don’t get that luxury. 
To be able to have a day and 

a half, I knew the package we 
had and was able to come 
here and feel comfortable 
right away.

“If you look up and down 
the grid, and you look at 
the Dreyer and Reinbold 
racecars, they’re some of the 
nicest put together cars on 
the grid. That’s a lot of hard 
work from everybody at the 
shop putting a lot of love into 
those cars all year long. A 
lot of drivers will say that we 
have the nicest looking cars 
out there. Body fits and stuff 
like that. These guys go the 
extra mile for sure.

“What’s hard [about the team 
only running one race] is you 
don’t get the data before and 
after Indy every year. But 
what you get in preparation is 
what some other guys don’t 

get. That’s what I’ve always 
loved about Dreyer and 
Reinbold. I know I’m going 
to be getting in a car that is 
properly ready to roll for the 
Month of May. There’s not 
anything wrong with it. The 
best parts they have are on 
that car. They go the extra 
mile.”

Karam has been near the top of 
the timesheets most of the week

Malukas has a very experienced 
team-mate to lean on all season
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RACE
HIGHLIGHTS

Reigning double W Series 
champion Jamie Chad-

wick continued her perfect 
start to the 2022 season by 
taking a lights-to-flag victory in 
race three at the Circuit de Bar-
celona-Catalunya on Saturday.

The Briton – who celebrated 
her 24th birthday over the race 
weekend – backed up her two 
wins at the season-opening 
double-header in Miami a fort-
night ago with a flawless week-
end in Spain where she topped 
all three sessions, led every lap 
and recorded the fastest lap in 
Saturday’s race. 

The ninth victory of Chadwick’s 
W Series career – and her fifth 
in a row – sees her extend her 
lead at the top of the champi-
onship standings to 37 points 
with seven of this season’s 10 
races remaining.

Chadwick made a perfect geta-
way from pole position, expert-
ly controlled her pace from the 
front, and held off a late charge 
from Abbi Pulling – who over-
took Alice Powell at the start – 
to beat her compatriot by half 
a second. Alice – runner-up to 
Jamie last season – was a fur-
ther 0.7 seconds back in third 
place to complete an all-Brit-

Chadwick extends her champion-
ship lead with a third straight vic-
tory

Pulling pressured Chadwick race 
long but couldn’t pass the reigning 
champion

New Toyota-supplied cars made 
their debut this weekend in Barce-
lona

ish podium. Pulling’s second W 
Series podium moves her into 
second place in the champion-
ship, five points ahead of Pow-
ell’s who took the 11th podium 
finish of her W Series career.

Emma Kimilainen finished 
fourth and Beitske Visser was 
fifth. Marta Garcia in sixth was 
the best-placed of W Series’ 
trio of Spanish drivers compet-
ing at their home race in sup-
port of the Formula 1 Spanish 
Grand Prix. She was closely 
followed by compatriots Belen 
Garcia in seventh and Nerea 
Martí in eighth, as Fabi-
enne Wohlwend and Sarah 
Moore completed the top 10.

The only change to the start-
ing grid saw Tereza Babicko-
va start 16th having received 
a three-place grid penalty for 
causing a collision during the 
last race in Miami.

Using cars supplied by Toyo-
ta Gazoo Racing New Zealand 
(TGRNZ) for the first time this 
weekend, all 18 drivers got 
away cleanly at the start, and 
none more so than Jamie who 
took full advantage of her pole 
position to comfortably retain 
the lead into the first corner. 
Behind her, Pulling overtook 
Powell for second around the 
outside on the exit of Turn 1, 
and Kimilainen passed Visser 
for fourth.

The top five were followed by 

the three Spanish drivers on 
the grid, with Garcia leading 
that trio and Marti going from 
11th to eighth on lap one – 
making up more places than 
any other driver – by the end of 
which Jamie led by more than 
one second. With a third of the 
30-minute plus one lap race
gone, the top 10 were posting
lap times within two tenths of
a second of each other. Pulling
had cut Chadwick’s advantage
to less than half a second, and
Powell was only four tenths
further back in third, but Chad-
wick responded by setting the
fastest lap of the race.

With 15 minutes remaining, 
Moore moved into the top 10 by 
overtaking Jessica Hawkins at 
Turn 1. The track temperature 
soared above 45 degrees Cel-
sius, meaning managing their 
Hankook tyres became crucial 
as the drivers entered the final 

third of the race when Chad-
wick had eked out a buffer of 
almost one second again.     

Pulling had halved the deficit 
by the start of the final lap and 
was urged by her engineer to 
“keep the pressure on” dur-
ing the final circuit. She did 
just that but couldn’t force a 
mistake from Chadwick who 
kept her cool in the swelter-
ing heat to seal victory. The 
race finished with waved yel-
low flags as Chadwick’s team-
mate Chloe Chambers lost the 
rear of her car and got stuck in 
the gravel at Turn 9.

Dominant Chadwick takes third win in 
three races

(Bottom) Chadwick begins to 
open a gap to Pulling in second



WINNER

POS DRIVER TEAM TIME

1 Jamie  Chadwick British 32:27.882

2 Abbi  Pulling British 32:28.408

3 Alice  Powell British 32:29.092

4 Emma  Kimilainen Finnish 32:34.806

5 Beitske  Visser Dutch 32:38.697

6 Marta  Garcia Spanish 32:39.339

7 Belen  Garcia Spanish 32:40.280

8 Nerea  Marti Spanish 32:41.395

9 Fabienne  Wohlwend Liechtensteiner 32:43.627

10 Sarah  Moore British 32:44.243

11 Jessica  Hawkins British 32:54.516

12 Bruna  Tomaselli Brazilian 32:54.793

13 Juju  Noda Japanese 32:55.901

14 Emely  De Heus Dutch 33:04.356

15 Bianca  Bustamante Filipino 33:07.904

16 Abbie  Eaton British 33:08.440

17 Tereza  Babickova Czech 33:09.080

18 Chloe  Chambers American 31:09.676

RESULT 

JAMIE CHADWICK

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Jamie Chadwick 159

2 Alice Powell 132

3 Emma Kimilainen 108

4 Nerea Marti 61

5 Sarah Moore 56

6 Fabienne Wohlwend 42

7 Abbi Pulling 40

8 Beitske Visser 38

DRIVERS’STANDINGS



SNAPSHOT

Another win 
for Chadwick!

Kimilainen in the bright 
Puma car finished seventh

Chadwick took the win ahead of 
Pulling (left) and Powell (right)



 

TOP        SHOT
A leap of faith for Evans  as he 

tackles the big jump
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QUARTARARO: YAMAHA 'NEED 
TO TAKE RISK' WITH M1 DEV

MARQUEZ: TOP SIX 'NOT OUR REAL POSITION'
Marc Marquez says that 
running within the top six 
is currently neither his nor 
Honda’s “real position”, 
conceding that he does not 
“feel well” riding the RC213-V.

The factory Honda ace 
managed to put in a solid race 
to bring his machine home in 
sixth in the French Grand Prix, 
albeit over ten seconds adrift 
of the podium positions and 
over four adrift of Johann Zarco 
having been passed by the 
Pramac Ducati rider just past 
mid-distance.

Marquez and Honda failed to 
find any meaningful gains in 
the recent MotoGP test at Jerez 
following the Spanish GP with 
the Japanese manufacturers 

pilots having struggled in 
recent races, the six-time 
premier class champion 
admitting that he currently 
“does not feel well riding or 
with the bike” and that running 
within the top six is currently 
“not the real position.”

“It is true that the bike is 
not working in the best way 
as even with the way I am 
feeling physically I’m still the 
top Honda but this is not the 
target, my objective is to finish 
on top of the podium and 
we are far (away),” explained 
Marquez. “We need to keep 
working to understand the 
situation and the problems in 
order to improve for the future 
races.

“We cannot think about the 
championship, we finished the 
first race in fourth position and 
now we are suffering to finish 
in fifth or sixth so we cannot 
even think about this. I do 
not feel well riding or with the 
bike, OK some tracks I can be 
fast following somebody but I 
do not feel that I’m riding in a 
good way and we are too far 
from the top guys. This was 
not the real position, it was 
ninth because three riders 
ahead crashed but this is part 
of the game and we did a solid 
race. In Portimao we finished 
15 seconds behind, Jerez 15 
seconds and here 15 seconds 
down again so there is still a 
long way to improve.”

Fabio Quartararo has 
demanded that his Yamaha 
squad need to “take more risk” 
with the development path of 
its M1 prototype following a 
tough French Grand Prix outing.

Quartararo was insistent 
after the race that he needed 
Yamaha to start bringing 
developments to the track 
faster if he was to remain in 
title contention across the 
entire year, urging the Japanese 
marque to “take more risks” 
with bringing parts earlier than 
it currently does.  

“We need something from them 
(Yamaha), we have to take more 
risk because we now arrive 
at two tracks with 1 kilometre 
straights and we know if we 
cannot find anything it will be a 
bit of a disaster, but I’m always 
riding to my 100% and won’t 
give up,” explained Quartararo.

 “Looking at the others 
(manufacturers) it looks like 

they are playing much more 
with the rules in every way, and 
it seems we have too much 
margin so I think any risks in 
terms of development.

“If they have found something, 
don’t wait three or four months 
to have it on the bike, as 
soon as we find something 
take the risk to use it and see 
how we do, we have to do 
something because I don’t 
know how we are still first in the 
championship.”

Quartararo added that he 
expected “much better” from 
the French GP off the back of 
his strong practice form, the 
nine-time premier class race 
winner ruing the fact he could 
only overtake another rider if 
they “crashed in front of me or 
made a mistake.”



PARTINGSHOT
Fernando Alonso’s collection of driver helmets he’s 

swapped over the yeard at his museum in Oviedo
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