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Fergal Walsh
Motorsport Monday Editor

Verstappen deserved 
the championship – but 
fans didn’t deserve the 
conclusion

START YOUR ENGINES

1,297 racing laps this year 
(1,356 if you want to in-
clude the Sprint Races), 
and then the whole cham-

pionship gets decided on the fi-
nal lap of what has been an un-
forgettable season of Formula 
1. Max Verstappen triumphed 
over Lewis Hamilton, but not 
without controversy, which kept 
up the key theme that has been 
present this season.

In this author’s reality, there was 
very little hope that the season 
could end without a dispute 
in the Stewards’ room. With 
Verstappen and Hamilton and 
their respected teams pushing 
each other weekend in, week-
end out, it was not so surprising 
that there was one final injec-
tion of debate to close out the 
season. Mercedes even had the 
foresight to bring their own QC 
(senior barrister) with them to 
the final round, not that it did 
them any good in so far with 
the current outcome…

But this epic season really didn’t 
deserve such a farcical ending. 
Despite being the clear stand-

outs in the field in 2021, both 
Verstappen and Hamilton’s driv-
ing standards were called into 
question on a few occasions, 
with incidents at Silverstone, 
Monza, Brazil and Saudi Arabia 
to name a few being labelled as 
“over the limit”. But this time, 
surprisingly, it was not a driver 
that was at fault! It was rath-
er the Race Director and his 
Stewards, which only makes 
the situation more 
disturbing.

The FIA (in the 
form of Race 
Director Michael 
Masi) made a deci-
sion to resume the 
race with just one 
lap remaining. This 
was after a Safety 
Car had been deployed to allow 
marshals to clear away Nicholas 
Latifi’s stricken Williams FW43B, 
who secured a late date with 
the walls shortly after a battle 
with Haas’ Mick Schumacher.

It set the race up for a grand-
stand finish, as Verstappen 
had taken the gamble to pit for 

fresh Soft rubber as soon as 
the Safety Car was called out 
on track. Hamilton, meanwhile, 
was stuck out on the newly-
designed Yas Marina Circuit 
with his forty plus laps old Hard 
boots to ensure he kept track 
position. But now there was the 
matter of five lapped cars that 
found themselves lodged be-
tween Hamilton and the recent-
ly pitted Verstappen.

Initially the lapped 
car’s teams were 
informed that they 
would not be al-
lowed to unlap 
themselves, mak-
ing Verstappen’s 
task that much 
harder. The result-
ing conversation 

between Verstappen’s boss 
Christian Horner and the FIA’s 
Michael Masi was, to say the 
least, colourful…

Who knows, perhaps the lapped 
cars would’ve moved out of the 
way at once, or perhaps not. But 
the FIA then took matters into 
their own hands by reversing its 

perhaps the 
lapped cars 

would’ve 
moved out 

of the way at 
once...

Verstappen took his 
maiden F1 title in 

Abu Dhabi



initial call and calling on the five 
lapped cars, sitting between 
the title rivals, to overtake the 
Safety Car toute de suite. In 
truth, it was a decision that all 
but sealed the championship 
for Red Bull’s Verstappen, who 
now had a substantial pace ad-
vantage for his last lap on his 
new tyres.

The fallout post-race was quite 
sad to witness. This year, we’ve 
had the pleasure of watching 
one of the greatest seasons in 
Formula 1 history and yet after-
ward, it was all left in the hands 
of politics and the rule book. 
F1 is supposed to be the pin-
nacle of racing - so why must 
fans continue to be subjected 
to a waiting room to hear how 
the Stewards have declared the 
race?

And in Abu Dhabi it was on an-
other level. The deliberations 
weren’t just for the race win. It 
was now for the 2021 title; the 
grandest prize in motor racing. 
And fans were left to mash F5 
on their keyboards to discov-
er who had won, following an 
eight-and-a-half month battle 
that was always going too close 
to call. 

Some called it as Hamilton be-
ing robbed in the desert on a 
Sunday night, but in reality it 
was the fans that were robbed! 
There’s no doubt that those re-
sponsible for Formula 1’s popu-
larity boost in recent years were 
frothing at the thought of a last 
lap straight shootout for the ti-
tle. In fact, it’s a scenario that 
we all were dreaming for – but 
the ugly circumstances around 
how it all happened, sent 

shock waves through every-
one’s systems as they watched 
Verstappen cross the line in 
first place. People were still ad-
justing to what had happened 

before realising Mercedes had 
been defeated, for the first time 
in the turbo-hybrid era.

Bed time in Abu Dhabi does not 
signal the end of the story. The 
matter will still rumble stum-
ble on, discussions and opin-
ions will be dished out, as one 
of the most enticing battles in 
Formula 1’s history reaches its 
ugly conclusion. Of course, the 
ordeal should have officially 
culminated with the waving of 
the chequered flag at the Yas 
Marina Circuit.

In all of this, no fault can be 
dished to Red Bull, nor should 
its championship success with 
Max Verstappen be discredited. 
Lady luck was on their side to-
day, and sometimes, that’s just 
how racing goes. They followed 

procedure, pitted late on when 
it had the chance and nailed the 
title-defining overtake on the 
last lap. After all Lewis Hamilton 
has had his fair share of luck 
too, who doesn’t remember him 
winning the British Grand Prix 
in 2020 and crossing the finish 
line with only three wheels on 
the Tarmac?

So well done to Max Verstappen, 
who entered the sport as a ba-
by-faced kid, still fresh in the 
world of single seaters. In his 
seventh Formula 1 season, he 
dove masterfully to his first 
world title, overcoming the 
challenge provided by statisti-
cally the greatest the sport has 
ever seen. In his own words, he 
has ‘completed F1’.

“My life will not change now,” 
Verstappen said. “I am, of 
course, very happy that I won 
the championship, [it’s] that fi-
nal achievement that I wanted 
in Formula 1 so everything else 
that comes now is a bonus.”

What comes next remains to 
be seen? But this year Max has 
raised his game and proven he is 
an ultimate force to be reckoned 
with. Not bad for a 24-year-old 
Dutch kid born in Belgium.

Red Bull tasted champi-
onship glory for the first 

time since 2013

The race ended un-
der controversial 

circumstances

START YOUR ENGINES

Mercedes was defeated 
for the first time in the 

turbo-hybrid era



ABU DHABI GP

Formula 1 headed to the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix with the title ri-
vals level on points and with the hope that matters would be 
settled cleanly on track. It was, but post-race the attention 
turned to the sport’s governance itself in an outcome that left 
a black mark on the outcome of the 2021 world championship. 

PHIL HORTON / F1 EDITOR

2021 FIA FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING
HIGHLIGHTS

Max Verstappen stormed to 
pole position at Formula 1’s 

title-deciding Abu Dhabi Grand 
Prix, ahead of championship ri-
val Lewis Hamilton. Verstappen 
clocked a time of 1m 22.109s 
during the early stages of Q3, 
effectively utilising the slip-
stream from team-mate Sergio 
Perez, to lay down a benchmark 
that was not troubled. Hamil-
ton came closest but still trailed 
Verstappen by 0.371s after his 
second push lap. Red Bull and 
Mercedes adopted different tyre 
strategies for Q2, with both Red 
Bull drivers set to start on Softs, 
while the Mercedes duo will be 
on the Mediums.

“It was very nicely execut-

ed,” said Verstappen. “It’s not 
whatever the gap was, I might 
have gained a tenth towards 
Turn 9, it’s not a massively long 
straight. Nevertheless, Checo is 
a great team-mate and a real 
pleasure to work with so also a 
big thank you to him.”

“Max did a great lap today, we 
just couldn’t compete with that 
time at the end there,” said 
Hamilton. “We just couldn’t an-
swer to that lap, that was a fan-
tastic lap from him, but we’re in 
a good position with our tyres. 
Generally through practice, FP3 
at least, the car was feeling sol-
id, through the qualifying ses-
sion it felt like it got a bit harder 
to try and gain speed and then 

Verstappen lays down a market 
with excellent opening effort

Hamilton slots into second, with 
divergent tyre strategies

Norris stars by claiming surprise 
third

Perez holds fourth, Bottas only sixth 

the last two laps weren’t easy 
to really pull out the time. 

The title rivals’ team-mates 
did not follow immediately in 
the pecking order, with Lando 
Norris springing a surprise by 
vaulting up to third place on the 
grid. That pushed Perez down 
to fourth while Valtteri Bottas 
could muster only sixth place, 
behind lead Ferrari driver Car-
los Sainz. Bottas explained that 
finding a grip limit, and having 
to switch to an older power unit 
for reliability purposes, ham-
pered his prospects. 

Charles Leclerc followed in sev-
enth while Yuki Tsunoda consol-
idated a strong weekend show-
ing by fronting AlphaTauri’s 
charge for the first time, clas-
sifying eighth. Alpine’s Esteban 
Ocon and McLaren’s Daniel Ric-
ciardo rounded out the top 10.

Fernando Alonso missed out 
on a spot in Q3 by just 0.012s 
and was frustrated at the traffic 
jam that formed at the end of 
Q2, criticising the actions of the 
“soft” Race Director, reckoning 
the situation had got worse in 
the last few years. AlphaTauri’s 
Pierre Gasly had an atypically 
subdued session in 12th place, 
ending a season that had wit-
nessed several standout one-
lap displayed on a low note.

Aston Martin had both cars 

eliminated in the second ses-
sion, with Lance Stroll 13th and 
Sebastian Vettel 15th, either 
side of departing Alfa Romeo 
driver Antonio Giovinazzi.  Such 
was the traffic chaos in the 
final sector during the closing 
stages of Q2 that Vettel had to 
stop at the exit of Turn 13 for 
several seconds in order to find 
some space.  Neither Williams 
driver made it through to Q2 
as George Russell was unable 
to replicate past heroics on his 
swansong for the team and 
claimed 17tn.

It meant for the second time in 
four events he was out-quali-
fied over one lap by team-mate 
Nicholas Latifi, with Russell 
feeling Williams’ run plan was 
inadequate. Kimi Räikkönen 
was a subdued 18th in his final 
qualifying session, ahead only 
of the Haas drivers, with Mick 
Schumacher once more eclips-
ing Nikita Mazepin. Schumacher 
caused the session to be halted 
briefly after clipping the bollard 
on the inside of Turn 16, leaving 
it in a dangerous position on 
the racing line. Mazepin mean-
while, was unable to take part 
in the race after returning a 
positive Covid-19 test result.

QUALIFYING
RESULT

M. VERSTAPPEN / RED BULL

L. HAMILTON / MERCEDES

L. NORRIS / MCLAREN

S. PEREZ / RED BULL

C. SAINZ / FERRARI

V. BOTTAS / MERCEDES

C. LECLERC / FERRARI 

Y. TSUNODA / ALPHATAURI

E. OCON / ALPINE

D. RICCIARDO / MCLAREN

F. ALONSO / ALPINE

P. GASLY / ALPHATAURI

L. STROLL / ASTON MARTIN

A. GIOVINAZZI / ALFA ROMEO

S. VETTEL / ASTON MARTIN

N. LATIFI / WILLIAMS

G. RUSSELL / WILLIAMS 

K. RAIKKONEN / ALFA ROMEO

M. SCHUMACHER / HAAS

N. MAZEPIN / HAAS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Verstappen strikes advantage in 
qualifying duel



RACE

HIGHLIGHTS
A lot of people will now be 

asking if “Article 48” of the 
FIA’s Sporting Regulations has 
ever been scrutinised so much 
before. And the answer will be 
unlikely if at all… But in Abu 
Dhabi on Sunday night, they 
were the focus of attention 
after a controversial yet en-
thralling conclusion to an ut-
terly absorbing grand prix that 
decided a sensational season!
 
After 21 grands prix and 57 laps, 
the final lap of the year’s 1,297 
was where it was all decided. It 
was the peak Netflix-isation of 
Formula 1…
 
To set the scene for the final 

shoot-out lap, Lewis Hamilton 
was in the lead, on older Hard 
tyres, up against Max Verstap-
pen, who was on fresh Soft 
rubber. And with that in mind, 
once the call was given to re-
start the race, there was ever 
only going to be one outcome.

Verstappen brilliantly lunged 
for the lead into Turn 5, forcing 
Hamilton to open the steering, 
and while the Mercedes driver 
valiantly tried to regain posi-
tion into both Turn 6 and Turn 
9 Verstappen stayed ahead 
through the new banked turn. 
That settled it on track. But it 
was the call given to restart the 
race that plunged Formula 1 

Verstappen’s slow start hands lead 
to Hamilton in Turn 1

Hamilton the retains lead after Ver-
stappen’s Turn 6 lunge

Safety Car restart after Latifi crash 
gives title rivals a one-lap shootout

Verstappen passes Hamilton going 
into Turn 6 for the win and the title 

ABU DHABI GRAND PRIX
RACE REPORT 

into a messy situation…
 
The situation arose after Nich-
olas Latifi crashed his Williams 
FW43B out of the reprofiled 
Turn 13 while in pursuit of Mick 
Schumacher. It was immedi-
ately clear that the Safety Car 
would be required, given the 
placement of the prone car 
sitting at a right angle on the 
racing line. The fact that debris 
was also scattered over the cir-
cuit, sealed the choice.

Long-time race leader Ham-
ilton remained out on track 
while Verstappen opted to pit 
for new Soft boots. Mercedes, it 
seemed, valued track position, 
for if they pitted Hamilton who 
was in the lead, Verstappen 
would have most likely stayed 
out and with that, Lewis would 
be playing catch up behind the 
Dutchman and quite possibly 
third placed Carlos Sainz too. 

But when Verstappen returned 
to the track, he found himself 
running as the seventh car in 
the queue, with Hamilton up 
front, and five lapped cars be-
tween them. Race Control then 
issued a message outlining that 
lapped cars would not be al-
lowed to overtake – a decision 
that infuriated Red Bull with 
team principal Christian Horner 
venting his anger to Race Di-
rector Michael Masi for all to 
hear on the pit to FIA channel. 

Then, on lap 57 of 58, as the 

drivers negotiated their way 
along the back straight, a new 
decision was taken and the 
message was given for the five 
cars between the title challeng-
ers to immediately unlap them-
selves. The other three behind 
Verstappen – Daniel Ricciardo, 
Lance Stroll and Mick Schu-
macher – were not given that 
call. Almost as soon as that 
message was relayed, the sig-
nal was given that the Safety 
Car would come in at the end of 
that lap – freeing up the drivers 

Circuit: Yas Marina 
Laps: 58 (5.281km)
Lap Record: 1:26.103

Controversy reigns as Verstappen is 
crowned 2021 champion

(Below) Hamilton takes the 
lead!

(Bottom) The battle down the 
back straight

M. VERSTAPPEN (2021)   



for one final single lap shootout. 

That appeared, to some, to be in 
contravention of Article 48.12 of the 
Sporting Regulations and a furious 
Toto Wolff erupted with Race Di-
rector Michael Masi but was swiftly 
shot down, with Masi quipping in re-
ply to the tirade from the Mercedes 
boss: 

“Toto, it’s called a motor race, OK? 
We went car racing.” 

As Verstappen and Red Bull delir-
iously celebrated – with Hamilton 
and his father nobly congratulatory 
in defeat – Mercedes seethed at the 
outcome. Despite having sealed a 
record-extending eighth consecu-
tive Constructors’ title, two protests 
were swiftly lodged by the Brackley 
squad. 

One was against Verstappen re-
garding alleged overtaking prior to 
the restart, when he drew alongside 
Hamilton going through the W Hotel 
complex as they both braked and 
accelerated in a game of chicken. 
This, Mercedes claimed, was in ap-
parent contravention of Article 48.8. 
The second missive was around 
Article 48.12, which concerns restart 
procedure and lapped traffic. 

The first was swiftly dismissed. 
While the protest was deemed ad-
missible by the stewards, they de-
termined that while Verstappen “did 
at one stage, for a very short peri-
od of time, move slightly in front of 
Hamilton, at a time when both cars 
where accelerating and braking, it 
moved back behind Hamilton and it 
was not in front when the Safety Car 

period ended [i.e. at the safety car 
line].” 

In reality it was a flimsy protest and 
one for which there were count-
less precedents in Formula 1 that 
Mercedes should have taken heed of 
before making it. 

The second hearing was far, far 
more contentious. Mercedes claimed 
that there were two breaches of 
Article 48.12, which states “any cars 
that have been lapped by the lead-
er will be required to pass the cars 
on the lead lap and the safety car” 
and “…once the last lapped car has 
passed the leader the safety car will 
return to the pits at the end of the 
following lap.” 

The brunt of Mercedes argument 
was that had this been complied 
with, Hamilton would have won the 
race. They therefore requested the 
Stewards to amend the race result. 

Red Bull meanwhile was also per-
mitted to present its case and ar-
gued that “any” does not mean “all”. 
It stressed that “Article 48.13 of the 
Sporting Regulations states that the 
message “Safety Car in this lap” is 
the signal that it will enter the pit 
lane at the end of that lap, meaning 
it supersedes Article 48.12. 

The Milton Keynes squad also point-
ed to Article 15.3 of the regulations, 
which states that the Race Director 
has “overriding authority” over the 
use of the Safety Car, and that even 
if all the lapped cars had been per-
mitted to overtake the leaders, it 
would not have changed the race’s 
outcome.

(Top) Hamilton and Verstappen 
duel over first place

(Right) Sainz scored an impres-
sive podium



(Top) The Safety Car played 
a vital role in the champi-

onship outcome

(Right) Hamilton’s father, 
Anthony, comforts his son

Race Director Masi, for his part, out-
lined that it “had long been agreed 
by all the teams that where possible 
it was highly desirable for the race 
to end in a ‘green condition’ and that 
in his view Article 48.13 was applica-
ble over Article 48.12.

Once again the Stewards deemed 
that Mercedes’ protest was worthy 
of being admitted but again dis-
missed their claims.

“Having considered the various 
statements made by the parties the 
Stewards determine the following: 
That Article 15.3 allows the Race Di-
rector to control the use of the safe-
ty car, which in our determination 
includes its deployment and with-
drawal,” read the decision. 
“That although Article 48.12 may not 
have been applied fully, in relation 
to the safety car returning to the 
pits at the end of the following lap, 
Article 48.13 overrides that and once 
the message “Safety Car in this lap” 
has been displayed, it is mandato-
ry to withdraw the safety car at the 
end of that lap. 

“That notwithstanding Mercedes’ re-
quest that the Stewards remediate 
the matter by amending the clas-
sification to reflect the positions at 
the end of the penultimate lap, this 
is a step that the Stewards believe is 
effectively shortening the race ret-
rospectively, and hence not appro-
priate.”

In the aftermath of the decision 
Mercedes lodged its intention to ap-
peal the decision – giving the team 
72 hours to plan its next course. It 
did not conduct any media activities, 
with Hamilton absent from the press 

conference, and Wolff not holding 
his usual session. Usually the FIA 
applies its own rules to teams and 
drivers but in this instance it was 
the FIA investigating the FIA. As far 
as Mercedes, and possibly others, 
are concerned, that is far from ide-
al…

It is a shame that it ended in such a 
way yet not entirely surprising, given 
the manner in which the season has 
at times played out. It will always 
tarnish an epic title fight and leave 
a slightly sour taste in the mouth 
with regards to the unpredictable 
and questionable officiating. Neither 
Verstappen nor Hamilton deserved 
it to play out this way. 

“We never wanted to end up in front 
of the stewards, there was obvious-
ly a lot of debate before the race,” 
said Red Bull boss Christian Horner. 
“As it turns out it was obviously very 
different after the race, we don’t go 
racing with barristers and so on - it 
was a shame it ended up there but 
the stewards made the right call. We 
have talked about ‘let them race’, 

“Niki Lauda was the guy who 
pushed hard for it and we’ve always 
talked about not finishing racing 
under safety cars, the race director 
in difficult circumstances made ab-
solutely the right call and strategi-
cally we got it right. We’ll fight them 
in the appeal court and then in the 
legal court after that if they were to 
go that route.”

Max Verstappen is, for now at least, 
a worthy World Drivers’ Champi-
on. He has dazzled in a compelling 
season and is the first of this super 
young generation to break through. 

(Left) Not a great day for 
Williams!

(Below) Ricciardo congrat-
ulates his former team-
mate

He can be at the front of this 
sport for the next decade and 
he is an exceptional talent. 

This has been a brilliant season 
– and thanks for your loyalty, 
dear reader, in subscribing to 
our magazine. Let’s hope that 
when the 2022 season begins 
next March everyone knows 
how to go racing, and how the 
rules will be used, and that we 
can discuss matters on-track 
rather than documents, articles 
and appeals that are part of 
a convoluted rule book that is 
haphazardly applied. 



WINNER

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Max Verstappen Red Bull

2 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 2.256

3 Carlos Sainz Jr Ferrari 5.173

4 Yuki Tsunoda AlphaTauri 5.692

5 Pierre Gasly AlphaTauri 6.531

6 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 7.463

7 Lando Norris McLaren 59.200

8 Fernando Alonso Alpine 61.708

9 Esteban Ocon Alpine 64.026

10 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 66.057

11 Sebastian Vettel Aston Martin 67.527

12 Daniel Ricciardo McLaren 1 Lap

13 Lance Stroll Aston Martin 1 Lap

14 Mick Schumacher Haas 1 Lap

15 Sergio Perez Red Bull DNF

16 Nicholas Latifi Williams DNF

17 Antonio Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo DNF

18 George Russell Williams DNF

19 Kimi Raikkonen Alfa Romeo DNF

20 Haas DNF

RESULT
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Max Verstappen 369.5

2 Lewis Hamilton 369.5

3 Valtteri Bottas 218

4 Sergio Perez 190

5 Charles Leclerc 160

6 Lando Norris 154

7 Carlos Sainz 149.5

8 Daniel Ricciardo 115

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Mercedes 587.5

2 Red Bull 559.5

3 Ferrari 307.5

4 McLaren 269

5 Alpine 149

6 AlphaTauri 120

7 Aston Martin 77

8 Williams 23

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

LEWIS HAMILTON



SNAPSHOT

Red Bull 
celebrate

The start of 
the final race

Hamilton took the lead 
from pole sitter Verstappen

Raikkonen’s final race 
ended in retirement



 

TOP        SHOT
Verstappen kneels down next to 

his RB16B, which he drove to 
title success in 2021
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ABU DHABI STAYS ON F1 
CALENDAR THROUGH 2030

F1 SET FOR FIRST PROPER VIEW OF 18-INCH 
TYRES

The curtain has come down 
on Formula 1’s 2021 season 
but preparation is already set 
to commence on one major 
alteration that will come 
into force in 2022. As part 
of the widespread technical 
changes, which were delayed 
by 12 months due to the 
pandemic, Pirelli will introduce 
18-inch tyres, replacing 
the 13-inch tyres that have 
been commonplace in the 
championship for decades. 

Development work has been 
ongoing for several years, 
with the first trial run coming 
in 2014, before Pirelli’s actual 
programme commenced in 
late 2019 following the sign-
off of the new sizes. There 
have been 36 days of testing 

throughout the last couple of 
years as Pirelli hones its new-
for-2022 construction and the 
product will make its debut 
at Yas Marina across Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 

With the 2022 cars still a few 
months away from being 
ready, teams will use mule 
cars, which are machines 
from recent seasons that 
have been modified in order 
to accommodate the slightly 
different tyre sizes. Nine of 
the 10 teams will be in action 
at the Abu Dhabi Grand 
Prix venue in order to get a 
first taste of the definitive 
compounds; Williams does 
not have a mule car as 
it opted out of 2021 tyre 
testing as a hangover of its 

future uncertainty in mid-
2020. While it is a switch for 
Formula 1, Formula 2 has 
utilised 18-inch tyres for the 
last two years, and Pirelli 
supplies the sizes to several 
other of its championships, 
meaning it is not entirely a 
step into the unknown.

Formula 1 has extended its 
contract with Abu Dhabi 
Motorsports Management 
(ADMM), keeping the United 
Arab Emirates on the schedule 
until 2030. Abu Dhabi first 
appeared on the F1 calendar in 
2009 and has hosted the final 
round of the championship 
every year since 2014. Abu 
Dhabi became the second 
event in the region, after 2004 
debutant Bahrain, while this 
season Qatar and Saudi Arabia 
both secured long-term deals 
on the calendar. Abu Dhabi has 
now committed itself to Formula 
1 through the remainder of the 
decade. 

“We are delighted to confirm 
that we will be racing in Abu 
Dhabi until 2030 under this new 
agreement,” said F1 CEO Stefano 
Domenicali. “The promoter, 
ADMM, always creates an 
incredible show for the final 
race of every F1 season and 
combined with the changes 

made to improve the racing on 
the Yas Marina Circuit we are 
excited for many years of racing 
in Abu Dhabi that is ahead of 
us.”

Yas Marina will once more be 
the season finale in 2022 and 
it is expected to retain that slot 
through the remainder of the 
2020s.

“The Abu Dhabi Grand Prix and 
Yas Marina Circuit continue to 
introduce hundreds of millions 
of spectators and TV viewers to 
Abu Dhabi and the United Arab 
Emirates,” added Saif Al Noaimi, 
CEO of ADMM. “The signing of 
a new multi-year deal with the 
Formula One Group not only 
represents the strength of our 
relationship but reaffirms our 
commitment to delivering an 
unparalleled and world-class 
race weekend experience for all 
visitors to enjoy.”

Abu Dhabi will have at least two decades on F1’s schedule

F1’s 18-inch tyres 
will debut this week 



Jean Todt’s reign as FIA 
President will come to an 
end this week. He will be 
succeeded by either Graham 
Stoker or Mohammed Ben 
Sulayem, with a vote to be 
held among FIA members.

Mercedes and Kingspan 
have ended their 
relationship by mutual 
consent following the 
backlash received.

Pietro Fittipaldi will stay on 
as Haas’ test and reserve 
driver for 2022, marking his 
fourth year in the role. 

Guanyu Zhou will run 24 
as his permanent number, 
inspired by the late Kobe 
Bryant, the NBA star who 
used the number for the last 
decade of his career.

Jack Aitken returned to 
Williams last Friday for a 
practice outing; the one-
time race starter drove 
George Russell’s car in FP1, 
placing P17. 

NEWS BITES YOUNGSTERS, INDYCAR STAR, 
SET FOR F1 RUNS IN ABU 
DHABI

Several up-and-coming racers, 
along with a fully-fledged 
IndyCar star, are due to receive 
Formula 1 outings this week 
as part of the championship’s 
young driver test. The test is 
taking place in parallel with 
the 18-inch tyre test in which 
mule cars will be run. Formula 
2 champion Oscar Piastri will 
test for Alpine, ahead of his 
2022 reserve driver role, while 
Robert Shwartzman will run for 
both Ferrari and Haas. 

Recently-signed Williams junior 
Logan Sargeant will test its 
FW43B after the team received 
the all-clear to take part in 
the young driver test despite 
not having a mule car to run 
for the conjoining tyre test. 
Rival teams agreed to allow 
Williams to participate. Red 
Bull is scheduled to field Juri 
Vips for a second successive 
season while Formula 2 team-
mate Liam Lawson will debut 

behind the wheel of AlphaTauri 
machinery. Aston Martin will 
hand track time to long-term 
simulator driver Nick Yelloly. 

But the greatest interest is set 
to come at McLaren. The team 
will field IndyCar front-runner 
Pato O’Ward in its MCL35M. 
O’Ward was briefly on the 
European radar, when affiliated 
with Red Bull’s system, but 
after the axe swung proved 
his credentials in IndyCar, 
linking up with McLaren. Boss 
Zak Brown promised him a 
test drive in Abu Dhabi if he 
delivered a victory this year 
and O’Ward responded by 
triumphing twice, fighting for 
the title until the final round at 
Long Beach. 

RICCIARDO ACCEPTS HOTEL QUARANTINE 
TO RETURN HOME

Daniel Ricciardo has revealed 
that he will return home to 
Australia during the winter 
break, which will force him 
into a two-week quarantine 
period. The McLaren driver 
has not ventured to Australia 
since the start of the delayed 
2020 season, the first 
campaign to be impacted by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

 He stayed out in his home 
country following the 
cancellation of the Melbourne 
race but has not returned 
since. Hotel quarantine 
is mandatory for anyone 
entering Western Australia, 
the state which Ricciardo 

is from, with the country 
undertaking one of the 
sternest border restrictions in 
the world. Similar restrictions 
were only recently lifted in 
other Australian states, with 
the tight border controls 
the reason behind the 
cancellation of F1’s Melbourne 
event this year.

“I will be staring at a hotel 
room ceiling for two weeks,” 
Ricciardo said when asked 
what his plans were after 
Abu Dhabi. “I’m going to go 
home. I need to get home. 
But it is difficult to get back. 
Unfortunately, they are not 
making it easy, but it is what 

it is. I will do that.  I need to 
get home and see the family 
and friends. So once I get 
out of the four walls I should 
still get hopefully three or 
four weeks with friends and 
family. And that is summer so 
I’m looking forward to it.”

Formula 1 is due to return to 
Melbourne in April.

Several young drivers will 
be in action on Tuesday

Ricciardo will be spending 
two weeks in hotel quarantine



GETTING
TECHNICAL
BY ROSARIO GIULIANA

The changes to the circuit had 
been prompted by the sport and   
with the help of the organisers, 
those changes were implemented 
within a year to offer a circuit with 
more entertaining races.

The changes have provided a 
better flow to the circuit, with 
quicker corners, eliminating the 
slow hairpin and 90-degree turns. 
Meanwhile the hairpin leading to 
the first DRS zone has a wider 
radius, to allow cars to stay closer 
those ahead when exiting the 
corners.

With fewer slower corners and 
more front-limited bends, the cir-

cuit has leaned more towards 
the strengths of the Mercedes 
W12 – even if they were beaten 
to pole on Saturday by Red 
Bull.

The W12 manages to make the 
difference compared to Red 
Bull in the high speed parts 
but it loses a lot in comparison 
with the RB16B when there are 
rear limited circuits with slow 
corners (like Mexico, Monaco 
and Baku).

However, the fight between 
Toto Wolff’s team and Christian 
Horner’s team is always very 
close, and everything is always 

The last round of this exciting 2021 F1 World 
Championship took place at the newly renovated cir-
cuit of Yas Marina in Abu Dhabi, with the debut of the 
new layout which it was hoped would increase over-
taking opportunities.

Abu Dhabi circuit changes force set-up 
changes with less downforce



GETTING TECHNICAL

decided around small details 
that can make the difference. 
The Anglo-German team found 
itself on comfortable form 
across practice and started off 
with an aerodynamic set-up 
which they then maintained 
throughout the weekend.

With these layout changes the 
track became faster, and com-
pared to previous years it was 
possible to use lower down-
force wings.

Mercedes, in contrast to what 
we have seen this year, started 
immediately with a low-medi-
um downforce wing – the same 
configuration raced in Jeddah. 
Slightly more incidence in the 
mainplane and with gurney 
flap on the DRS, but stuck with 
its single-pylon and ran with-

out the deck wing to minimise 
drag.

Red Bull, on the other hand, 
carried out several compari-
sons between Max Verstappen 
and Sergio Perez’s cars on 
the Friday, and also during 
the night the Milton Keynes 
engineers worked on perfect-
ing the set-up of the RB16B. 
Red Bull usually manages to 
go more and more discharged 
than Mercedes with regards 
the wings, especially on circuits 
with a lot of downforce.

Thanks to the rake set-up, the 
RB16B is able to bring a lot of 
downforce from the diffuser 
in circuits where other teams 
must have a lot of angle in the 
wings. On faster tracks this 
aspect is less evident and in-

deed, Red Bull struggles more 
on straight speeds due to the 
same rake that increases the 
drag of the car.

As in Jeddah, Red Bull started 
off with the spoon wing with 
medium-high downforce, and 
then worked in FP2 with the 
wing with less angle. A fairly 
pronounced gurney flap re-
mains, and with the lighter 
wing the RB16B managed to 
defend itself against the top 
speeds of the W12.

Red Bull still struggled with the 
hard tyres, which has always 
been the better compound 
for Mercedes. The compounds 
introduced by Pirelli are softer 
than in 2020, and this has 
worked to Red Bull’s needs 
more.

However, Mario Isola (of Pirelli 
Motorsport) was very annoyed 
with the organisers of the 
Abu Dhabi GP because of the 
changes made to the curbs. 
To enforce the track limits, the 
external curbs of some corners 
were raised with wedges very 
similar to those that caused 
puncture problems in Qatar. An 
unnecessary modification in 
the opinion of Isola, according 
to which the safety of the tyres 
had been jeopardised.

The pointed wedges put a 
lot of stress on the tyres, 
which bear a load of almost 
1000kg per single tyre at over 
200km/h. The curbs were not 
feasible for them to be modi-
fied, and together with Michael 
Masi Pirelli decided to raise the 
minimum pressures by 1.5 PSI 
in order to have a more rigid 
internal structure.

Over the course of the week
end we also saw several pieces 

of red and white paint peel off 
the curbs and stick to the tyre 
tread, whilst McLaren’s Lando 

Norris endured a slow puncture 
in the race.



 

TOP        SHOT
Red Bull celebrate their first title 

since 2013 - when Sebastian 
Vettel took four consecu-

tive championships



ABU DHABI
2021 FIA FORMULA 2 CHAMPIONSHIP



SPRINT RACE 1

HIGHLIGHTS

It was an achievement that 
looked to be coming for some 

time – with a healthy lead in 
the championship, the Formula 
2 Drivers’ title was all but 
sealed heading into Abu Dhabi 
for Oscar Piastri. In the opening 
race of the weekend, Piastri 
put the matter to bed with an 
impressive drive to become 
the first rookie champion since 
George Russell in 2018.

The Australian secured pole 
position for Sunday’s Feature 
Race, meaning he would start 
the first Sprint Race in 10th. 
However by the end of the 
opening lap, he had made up 

a handful of places and set his 
sights on finishing the job.

Running in formation 
with team-mate Robert 
Shwartzman, the duo overtook 
Dan Ticktum and Liam Lawson, 
before Piastri went wheel-
to-wheel with Shwartzman, 
getting past him for third place 
at Turn 9. The move completed 
Piastri’s title quest with two 
races to spare.

“I really wanted to get on the 
podium, because why not try 
and finish as high as you can,” 
Piastri said. “Also, I wanted 
to come back to the podium 

Piastri secures Formula 2 title with 
drive to third place

Daruvala takes second F2 win of 
2021 following battle with Drugovich

Shwartzman’s slim title hopes end 
with fourth-place result

Soon-to-be F1 driver Zhou crosses 
the line in eighth 

celebrations and celebrate with 
the team, so that was on my 
mind during the race. I really 
wanted to go for it,. At that 
stage, I felt that I could still 
move forward and maybe get 
Felipe, but we just didn’t quite 
have enough laps or enough 
tyres left in the end.”

While there was heavy focus 
on the title battle, up front, 
Jehan Daruvala took his second 
win of the 2021 campaign. 
The Indian driver started from 
reverse grid pole position and 
kept the spot off the line.

His biggest challenge came 
from Felipe Drugovich, who 
waited until lap 12 of 23 to 
attack his rival. The duo went 
side-by-side through Turn 9 
and beyond, however Daruvala 
kept hold of the position all 
the way to the chequered flag. 
Drugovich followed home in 
second, with Piastri third.

“The race was good,” Daruvala 
said. “I had one lap where me 
and Felipe battled quite hard. 
It was close but it was clean, 
and it was important for me to 
get out of the corner in front 
because it is a lot easier to 
manage the tyres in the lead. 
With seven, eight laps to go, 
I could see that he was really 
pushing to stay close, but he 
was struggling. I just tried 
to keep my tyres in a good 
window and got the car to the 
flag.”

Shwartzman was fourth, ahead 
of Lawson and Ticktum. Theo 
Pourchaire, who will remain 
in F2 next year for a second 
campaign, was seventh ahead 
of Guanyu Zhou, who will move 
to Formula 1 next year with Alfa 
Romeo.

Fresh from his maiden podium 
last time out in Jeddah, Ralph 

Boschung took ninth, while 
Marcus Armstrong took the 
final point on offer in 10th.

Piastri secures F2 title as Daruvala 
hangs on to victory

(Bottom) Daruvala celebrates 
his second win of 2021 on the 

podium

SPRINT RACE 1 TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Jehan Daruvala Carlin Racing 38:33.605

2 Felipe Drugovich UNI-Virtuosi +2.079

3 Oscar Piastri PREMA Racing +2.915

4 Robert Shwartzman PREMA Racing +3.581

5 Liam Lawson Hitech Grand Prix +11.243

6 Dan Ticktum Carlin Racing +12.978

7 Theo Pourchaire ART Grand Prix +14.120

8 Guanyu Zhou UNI-Virtuosi +15.595

9 Ralph Boschung Campos Racing +17.081

10 Marcus Armstrong DAMS +17.439

WINNER
JEHAN DARUVALA



SPRINT RACE 2

HIGHLIGHTS

With a seat in F1 already 
secured for 2022, some 

weight had already been lifted 
off Zhou’s shoulders – however 
it didn’t break his concentration 
on Saturday in Abu Dhabi, as 
he cruised to his fourth win of 
the season under the lights.

However, the race originally 
looked to be in control by 
Armstrong, who was aiming 
to take a second F2 win in as 
many race weekends. The Kiwi 
held the lead for the opening 
stages of the race, but after a 
Safety Car restart on Lap 11, he 
pulled over with an issue and 
retired.

Zhou captured the lead, having 
moved past Ralph Boschung 
for P2 earlier in the race and 
expressed sympathy for his 
rival on the team radio, before 
going on to take the chequered 
flag largely unchallenged.

“I think it's a huge relief 
in myself that finally, I got 
another win in the final round,” 
Zhou said. “I said I wanted 
to enjoy this weekend, and 
today I did enjoy it quite a lot. 
Looking at the pace, Sprint 
Race 1 was a struggle with the 
new layout to overtake people 
in the DRS train. Then when 
you're forward at the front 

Armstrong forced to retire halfway 
through the race from the lead

Zhou then cruises to fourth win of 
2021 campaign

Boschung takes second F2 podium 
in as many weekends

Piastri endures messy race and fails 
to finish

it's a lot easier. I was super 
happy, more because we had 
pace matching, or better, than 
the PREMAs and that wasn't 
the case in Race 1 when they 
seemed to be a good step 
ahead of the others.”

Hours after securing the F2 
title, Piastri was able to take 
a few more risks as he had 
nothing to lose – however a 
scrappy race left the Australian 
walking back to the paddock 
earlier. He received a five-
second time penalty for forcing 
Lawson off the track at the 
newly-designed Turn 5.

Later in the race, he completed 
an impressive double-overtake 
on Juri Vips and Roy Nissany, 
before contact between the 
trio was made at Turn 9. Piastri 
and Vips were out of the race, 
while Nissany was able to 
continue.

Keeping out of trouble was 
Shwartzman, who took second 
place ahead of Boschung, who 
captured third and his second 
career podium in F2. 

Drugovich attacked Ticktum 
on the final lap of the race 
for fourth place, however the 
Brazilian driver couldn’t make 
the move stick and Ticktum 
held on to fourth. Lawson was 
sixth ahead of fellow Red Bull 
associated drivers Daruvala 
and Jack Doohan.

Theo Pourchaire was the 
leading ART Grand Prix car 
in ninth, while team-mate 
Christian Lundgaard continued 
to endure a messy weekend. 
Trident’s Bent Viscaal was 10th 
and scored the final point on 
offer.

Zhou wins after reliability issues deny 
Armstrong

(Bottom) Zhou drinks in the 
victory ahead of his switch to 

F1

SPRINT RACE 2 TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Guanyu Zhou UNI-Virtuosi 43:27.096

2 Robert Shwartzman PREMA Racing +3.413

3 Ralph Boschung Campos Racing +9.772

4 Dan Ticktum Carlin Racing +14.296

5 Felipe Drugovich UNI-Virtuosi +14.501

6 Liam Lawson Hitech Grand Prix +17.088

7 Jehan Daruvala Carlin Racing +19.839

8 Jack Doohan MP Motorsport +21.086

9 Theo Pourchaire ART Grand Prix +21.942

10 Bent Viscaal Trident +22.722

WINNER
GUANYU ZHOU



FEATURE RACE

HIGHLIGHTS

The F2 championship 
was already in the bag 

for Piastri, meaning he was 
allowed to enjoy the final two 
races of the season with little 
pressure on his shoulders. 
While Saturday’s second Sprint 
Race was one to forget, the 
Australian rounded out his 
impressive season with an 
equally respectable drive in 
Abu Dhabi on Sunday.

Having taken pole position 
on Friday, Piastri was 
unchallenged throughout the 
course of the race, as he kept 
his rivals at bay. No problems 
occurred for him or Prema 

during his mandatory pit stop, 
as he crossed the line just over 
three seconds in front of Zhou.

It marked the fourth Feature 
Race in a row that the 20-year-
old took the win, ensuring 
he ended the season 60.5 
points ahead of team-mate 
Shwartzman in the Drivers’ 
standings.

It was quite under control for 
the whole race I would say, 
there was a point in the middle 
where I was struggling with 
the rear tyres quite a lot and 
Zhou caught me pretty quickly 
at that point,” Piastri said. 

Piastri commands race en route to 
victory

Doohan crashes while battling for 
P2 on opening lap

Late pit stops for Drugovich and 
Pourchaire see both finish P3 and P4

Fifth place secures runner-up 
spot in the championship for 
Shwartzman

“Then I managed to get it back 
under control, and controlled 
it to the end really. From the 
beginning, I always wanted 
to do that strategy, option, 
prime. It was more a case of 
what Robert was going to do 
and what Zhou was going to 
do because obviously, Prema 
wanted to make sure that 
Robert and I were one and two 
in the Championship so Robert 
was going to be the priority 
for the pits. We weren’t that 
confident that the tyres would 
last for seven laps, so it was 
a bit tricky. I think the Safety 
Car at the end played into our 
hands quite nicely, and the 
degradation wasn’t as bad as I 
expected either.”

With Zhou second, Drugovich 
was third on the road and 
made the alternate strategy 
work, starting on the prime 
tyres and going deep into the 
race. He overtook Pourchaire, 
who was undertaking a similar 
strategy, and Shwartzman late 
on in the race to take third.

Pourchaire and Shwartzman 
were fourth and fifth 
respectively, while Ticktum 
rounded out his season in sixth 
place ahead of his switch to 
Formula E next year. Armstrong 
was seventh for DAMS.

Vips was eighth, leading 
Boschung across the line, while 
Richard Verschoor, who was 
drafted in to replace the injured 

Enzo Fittipaldi this weekend, 
classified in 10th place to take 
the last point on offer.
So ends another campaign 
of F2, which will return next 
year under its old format of 
two races per weekend. A 
mammoth 14 rounds await a 
new grid, and a new champion 
will be crowned.

Piastri rounds out 2021 campaign with 
victory at final race

(Bottom) Piastri ended his sole 
F2 campaign on a high

FEATURE RACE TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Oscar Piastri PREMA Racing 58:14.400

2 Guanyu Zhou UNI-Virtuosi +3.288

3 Felipe Drugovich UNI-Virtuosi +8.242

4 Theo Pourchaire ART Grand Prix +9.977

5 Robert Shwartzman PREMA Racing +13.333

6 Dan Ticktum Carlin Racing +19.166

7 Marcus Armstrong DAMS +19.775

8 Juri Vips Hitech Grand Prix +22.555

9 Ralph Boschung Campos Racing +26.415

10 Richard Verschoor Charouz Racing System +27.242

WINNER
OSCAR PIASTRI



 

TOP        SHOT
Respect... Lewis Hamilton con-

gratulates Max Verstappen 
on his first title, despite 

the controversial 
situation
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The decision was a dif-
ficult a coin flip between 
Ferrari’s factory GT star 
and his Porsche coun-
terpart, Kevin Estre. The 
choice eventually swung in 
Pier Guidi’s favour thanks 
to his phenomenal win re-
cord throughout 2021. Even 

though Estre was mighty 
in WEC qualifying and won 
the Nürburgring 24 Hours, 
Pier Guidi took a second Le 
Mans class win and a sec-
ond world title (albeit under 
controversial circumstanc-
es). Additionally, he helped 
Iron Lynx win the GT World 

Challenge Europe Endurance 
Cup and sealed an over-
all win in the 24 Hours of 
Spa-Francorchamps with 
a breath-taking move on 
Dries Vanthoor in the closing 
stages.

GT DRIVER OF THE YEAR
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I
t’s been a long year of 
sportscar racing, and 
what a year it was. 
It was full of racing 

action, drama, headlines 
created and champions 
crowned. With the end of 
the year comes reflection 
on everything that has 
happened over the past 12 
months. Who was the best 
driver? Which team really 
left their mark on the sport 
in 2021? Who surprised us 
the most? The time has 
come to answer these 
questions in Motorsport 
Monday’s Sportscar Racing 
Awards 2021.

The selection process for 
each of the categories 
is based upon the three 
main sportscar series that 
Motorsport Monday has ex-
tensively covered in 2021: 
the FIA World Endurance 

Championship, IMSA 
WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship and the 
DTM championship. Other 
notable series, like the 
European Le Mans Series 
or GT World Challenge 
Europe, will occasionally be 
used as argumentation to 
further clarify our choices, 
but will not serve as the 
main selection criteria.

A decision has also been 
taken to the split the pro-
totype categories into Top 
Prototype (Hypercar and 
DPi) and LMP2. The rea-
son behind this is that the 
LMP2 field, particularly 
in the World Endurance 
Championship, was so 
strong in 2021 that we felt 
it would not receive its fair 
due if included with the top 
prototype categories.

SPORTSCAR
RACING
AWARDS

M O T O R S P O R T  M O N D AY ' S

P R E S E N T E D  B Y  D A V E Y  E U W E M A  &  P H I L  O A K L E Y

Alessandro Pier Guidi



There were many drivers 
who could’ve taken this 
award. But one stood out: 
Kamui Kobayashi won Le 
Mans, the World Endurance 
Championship title along 
with his team-mates, took 
pole at Le Mans and finished 
second at Daytona. The 
rapid Japanese racer con-

tinues to be one of Toyota’s 
best sportscar drivers. He 
finally won Le Mans, af-
ter six years of trying with 
Toyota, and also won his 
second World Endurance 
Championship title. In addi-
tion, he took Hyperpole at 
Le Mans for the second year 
in a row. Finally, he finished 

second at Daytona in the 
#48 Ally Cadillac, alongside 
Mike Rockenfeller, Simon 
Pagenaud, and NASCAR all-
time great Jimmie Johnson. 
As is normal, Kobayashi was 
rapid throughout the race — 
arguably the fastest in that 
car.

TOP PROTOTYPE 
DRIVER OF THE YEAR

KAMUI KOBAYASHI

It couldn’t really go to any-
one else but AF Corse. 
The Italian squad, run-
ning Ferraris, won 
the World Endurance 
GTE Manufacturers' 
Championship, the World 
Endurance GTE Drivers' 
Championship with James 

Calado and Alessandro Pier 
Guidi and the Le Mans 24 
Hours in both GTE Pro and 
GTE Am Plus. They also 
won the Endurance Trophy 
for GTE Am Teams and 
Endurance Trophy for GTE 
Am Drivers with Nielsen, 
Perrodo, and Rivera, a “clean 

sweep” of championships. 
Additionally, it won the 
teams championship in DTM 
in its maiden campaign in 
the German series.

GT TEAM OF THE YEAR
AF CORSE



How can it not be Team 
WRT? The Belgian squad, 
famed for its exploits in 
various GT3 championships, 
joined the fiercely com-
petitive LMP2 category for 
a full-season campaign and 
immediately won just about 
everything there is to win. 
Everyone expected them 

to be fast, but winning the 
24 Hours of Le Mans (nearly 
scoring a one-two, lest we 
forget) and winning the 
world title in your debut year 
is a phenomenal achieve-
ment. Even more so when 
you consider their opposition 
was vastly more experienced 
prototype teams such as 

JOTA and United Autosports. 
On top of that, it also took 
the title in the European Le 
Mans Series, ensuring a total 
lockout of all prizes on offer 
for LMP2 teams in ACO-rules 
racing.

LMP2 TEAM OF 
THE YEAR
TEAM WRT

It proved to be one of the 
hardest categories to decide, 
as the level in top-class pro-
totype racing, particularly 
in IMSA, has been superb 
this year. Ultimately, Whelen 
Engineering wins out on a 
number of factors. Together 
with Wayne Taylor Racing, 

they won the most races in 
DPi (three each), but were 
by far the strongest team 
in qualifying with five pole 
positions. Additionally, the 
second half of the year for 
the #31 Cadillac was excep-
tional: winning three out of 
five races and finishing on 

the podium in the other two. 
Their speed and consistency 
was ultimately awarded with 
the DPi championship, beat-
ing out their rivals at WTR in 
the final round.

TOP PROTOTYPE 
TEAM OF THE YEAR

Whelen Engineering



In the end, the only driver 
who could justifiably win this 
was Robin Frijns. After just 
a year in prototype racing, 
the Dutch driver seems to be 
fully at home, settling into a 
regular role with Team WRT. 
The 30-year-old was highly 
impressive in the ORECA 07, 
winning both Le Mans - at 

his first attempt - and the 
WEC LMP2 title, also at his 
first attempt. At Le Mans, he 
was the fastest amongst his 
two teammates, Ferdinand 
Habsburg and Charles Milesi 
—  both of whom are no 
slouches themselves. That’s 
not to mention how well he 
held off Tom Blomqvist in 

the #28 JOTA car in the final 
stages at Le Mans, with the 
gap at the line just seven 
tenths, one of the closest 
finishes ever at the famous 
French race.

lmp2 driver 
of the year
robin frijns

https://gds.engineering


Francois Perrodo has long 
been one of the more con-
sistently strong gentleman 
drivers in the sport, but 
he took it to another level 
in 2021. Alongside Nicklas 
Nielsen and Alessio Rovera, 
he captured four out of 

six race wins in the com-
petitive GTE Am category 
in the FIA World Endurance 
Championship. This included 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans. In 
doing so, he won his second 
consecutive world title and 
his third overall - making him 

the only driver in the his-
tory of the WEC to become a 
three-time champion.

Gentleman Driver 
of the Year

Francois Perrodo

There have been many 
standout drivers this year in 
sportscar racing. However, 
in the end, it came down to 
two. Young Chinese racer 
Yifei Ye, who won the LMP2 
class at Le Mans and has 
been signed to Porsche for 
the future, was highly im-

prssive. However, the award 
goes to Alessio Rovera. The 
26-year-old Italian wasn’t on 
many people’s radar prior to 
2021 but he exploded into 
the sportscar scene this 
year, partnering François 
Perrodo and Nicklas Nielsen 
in the #83 AF Corse Ferrari 

488 GTE Evo in the WEC’s 
GTE Am class. The trio duly 
won the championship, as 
well as four race wins out 
of six, including Le Mans. 
Due to his performances, 
Rovera has been signed to 
the Ferrari programme next 
year.

BREAKOUT STAR 
OF THE YEAR

Alessio Rovera
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ACURA AND ORECA CONTIN-
UE PARTNERSHIP FOR LMDH

HIRAKAWA REPLACES NAKAJIMA AT TOYOTA, 
KOBAYASHI NAMED TEAM PRINCIPAL

Ryo Hirakawa will replace 
Kazuki Nakajima in 
Toyota’s World Endurance 
Championship line-up 
for 2022, while Kamui 
Kobayashi will combine his 
driving role with the job of 
the manufacturers team 
principal. Nakajima has been 
appointed as the new Vice 
Chairman for Toyota Gazoo 
Racing European, a role that 
will see him based at its 
headquarters in Cologne, 
Germany. Hirakawa will take 
his seat in the #8 Toyota 
GR010 Hybrid alongside the 
remaining Sebastien Buemi 
and Brandon Hartley.

“I am thrilled to join the 
TOYOTA GAZOO Racing 
family in WEC, particularly 
to work alongside Sébastien 
and Brendon in the #8 

car,” said Hirakawa. “I have 
already tested the GR010 
HYBRID three times and I am 
becoming more and more 
familiar with the car. There is 
still plenty to learn and I am 
looking forward to the start of 
pre-season testing, so I can 
continue my development. 
Thank you to everyone at 
Toyota and TOYOTA GAZOO 
Racing for their trust and 
support. I am honoured to 
be given this opportunity to 
replace Kazuki san, who is 
a true legend in endurance 
racing.”

Kobayashi meanwhile will 
combine his continued driving 
role in Toyota’s #7 hypercar 
alongside Mike Conway and 
Jose Maria Lope as the new 
team principal, bringing 
a “drivers perspective” to 

Toyota’s management team.

“Thank you to President Akio 
Toyoda, GR President Sato 
and TOYOTA GAZOO Racing 
for putting their trust in 
me. I will give everything to 
succeed in my new role, which 
is a big challenge and a great 
opportunity,” said Kobayashi. 
“I look forward to fighting for 
the World Championship as 
a driver and team principal. I 
will bring all my experience as 
a race driver to my new job, 
and I know I have a fantastic 
team who will support me in 
my mission.”

Acura will partner with French 
chassis manufacturer ORECA to 
build its LMDh prototype, which 
will be raced by Wayne Taylor 
Racing and Meyer Shank Racing. 
The new car will be called the 
ARX-06, which will be the 
manufacturer’s sixth-generation 
prototype racer. It will debut in 
the IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship in 2023. Acura 
already collaborated with 
ORECA for the ARX-05, which 
took two IMSA championships 
with Team Penske in 2019 and 
2020 and won the Rolex 24 at 
Daytona earlier this year with 
WTR.

“It is a pleasure to announce 
we will continue our association 
with ORECA into the new, 
electrified LMDh era,” said David 
Salters, president and technical 
director of Honda Performance 
Development. “We’ve enjoyed 
a very successful partnership 
with ORECA in the current 
Acura ARX-05 program, 

including winning the IMSA DPi 
Manufacturers’ Championship in 
both 2019 and 2020; and IMSA’s 
Michelin Endurance this season.”

Wayne Taylor Racing and Meyer 
Shank Racing will continue to 
operate Acura’s top prototype 
offering into 2023 and beyond. 
In its first season with the 
car, the two teams scored 
the manufacturer title in the 
Michelin Endurance Cup with 
victories and podium finishes 
in each of the major endurance 
races.

“We expect the technical 
challenges of LMDh to be great, 
and competition among all of 
the manufacturers and teams to 
be intense,” Salters concluded. 
“But that’s why Acura and HPD 
are involved in motorsport. 
Together with ORECA and our 
excellent partner teams, we’re 
truly excited to be a part of 
IMSA at the dawn of the LMDh 
era.”

Acura opting for stability

A shakeup 
at Toyota



Valentino Rossi has tested 
a Team WRT Audi R8 LMS 
GT3 Evo II at Circuit Ricardo 
Tormo to ‘evaluate future 
cooperation possibilities’ 
between the nine-time 
MotoGP champion and the 
Belgian team.

GRT Grasser Racing Team 
has named Clemens Schmid 
as the first driver for its four-
car Lamborghini DTM effort. 
Schmid has previously raced 
for the team in various 
GT3 series including ADAC 
GT Masters and GT World 
Challenge Europe.

Fabio Scherer will complete 
High Class Racing’s line-up 
for its IMSA LMP2 effort, 
joining Dennis Andersen and 
Anders Fjordbach at the four 
endurance rounds.

After leaving McLaren’s 
factory roster, Ben Barnicoat 
has signed with Vasser 
Sullivan Racing to be part 
of the Lexus GTD Pro effort 
alongside Jack Hawksworth 
and Kyle Kirkwood.

Magnus Racing has 
announced several changes 
to its plans ahead of the 
2022 season. The team has 
split with partner Archangel 
Motorsports and will switch 
from Acura to Aston Martin 
for an Endurance Cup 
program.

NEWS BITES CARBAHN MAKES 
LAMBORGHINI SWITCH FOR 
2022 GTD CAMPAIGN

CarBahn with Peregrine Racing 
will switch manufacturers for 
the 2022 IMSA WeatherTech 
Sportscar Championship, 
fielding Lamborghini 
machinery for a full-season 
GTD campaign. The team’s 
#39 Lamborghini Huracan 
GT3 Evo will be driven by the 
pairing of Jeff Westphal and 
Robert Megennis. In 2020, the 
team made its championship 
debut with a Sprint Cup-only 
campaign for Westphal and 
Richard Heistand.

“It’s exciting to be entering 
the full 2022 WeatherTech 
Championship with 
Lamborghini as our partner,” 
said team owner Mark Siegel. 
“The Huracán is the sister 
car to what we ran in the 
Sprint Cup last season, so our 
development work from 2021 
should carry over and give 
us an extremely competitive 
entry. We’re also looking 
forward to seeing a great 
new driver, Robert Megennis, 
behind the wheel of the GTD 

car with Jeff Westphal. Our 
program will continue to 
include entries in the IMSA 
Michelin Pilot Challenge GS 
class, and we will be bringing 
on new corporate sponsors 
this season to join us as our 
team grows and we set our 
sights on even more ambitious 
achievements!”

Megennis will be making his 
full-season debut alongside 
the experienced Westphal. 
The New York youngster was 
previously part of the Vasser 
Sullivan Endurance Cup line-up 
and has won races in USF2000 
and Indy Lights.

“I am super excited to be 
joining Peregrine Racing, 
Carbahn Motorsports, and 
Lamborghini for the 2022 IMSA 
WeatherTech season,” said 
Megennis. “I’m eager to apply 
all that I’ve learned from racing 
in Indy Lights and from running 
the 2021 Michelin Endurance 
Cup to my first full year in 
sports cars.”

WRIGHT MOTORSPORTS REVEALS 
REVAMPED 2022 LINE-UP

Wright Motorsports will 
contest the 2022 IMSA 
WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship with a 
revamped driver squad, 
while Magnus Racing has 
announced a switch from 
Acura to Aston Martin 
machinery. The Ohio-based 
squad will once again field 
the #16 Porsche 911 GT3 R in 
the GTD category, but with 
a significant overhaul to its 
line-up compared to the 2021 
campaign.

Ryan Hardwick and Jan 
Heylen, champions in the 
Michelin Pilot Challenge, will 
step up to form the team’s 
full-season line-up. Zacharie 
Robichon, who won the GTD 
title with Pfaff Motorsports, 

joins for the endurance 
rounds.

Heylen moves up after 
contesting the endurance 
rounds in 2021. Hardwick 
meanwhile retakes his spot 
at the team after an early 
season injury derailed his 
plans, after which he opted to 
focus on the Pilot Challenge 
for the rest of the year. He 
effectively replaces Trent 
Hindman, while Heylen steps 
up in the wake of Patrick 
Long’s retirement from 
professional racing.

“Though the 2021 season 
just ended a few weeks 
ago, we’re already in full 
preparation mode for 2022,” 
said team owner John Wright. 

“I’m thrilled to be able to 
announce that our program 
is returning with the same 
support we have from our 
partners 1st Phorm, Una 
Vida Tequila, and Mountain 
Motorsports, with Ryan and 
Jan as drivers. Ryan Hardwick 
is a huge part of our team’s 
success this year, and I’m 
excited for us to build on that 
in 2022 with him returning to 
race in GTD, for a third year 
with Wright Motorsports. 
Consistency in excellence 
and execution has been the 
focal point of our program 
for many years, and I’m 
thrilled to have Ryan and 
our partners back for a third 
season together.”

Few new faces at 
Wright in 2022



DUCATI
The hunter 
becomes the 
hunted

H
aving split with the experienced duo 
of three-time MotoGP championship 
vice-champion Andrea Dovizioso and 
Danilo Petrucci at the end of 2020, 

Ducati elected to put its money on youth 
over experience heading into 2021, with Jack 
Miller and Francesco Bagnaia taking over in 
its factory squad.

Its stacked line-up continued with premier 
satellite outfit Pramac Racing as it plucked 
Jorge Martin from under KTM’s nose to make 
his MotoGP debut on a factory-supported 
GP21. The 2018 Moto3 world champion was 
joined by Johann Zarco. 

The first half of Ducati’s season proved to be 
one of relative inconsistency in the case of its 
riders, its GP21 showing great speed at a va-
riety of venues - though rarely with one rider 
proving a sustained threat to Yamaha’s Fabio 
Quartararo.  The Japanese marque rather 
embarrassed Ducati in its usual Qatar stomp-
ing ground, with Quartararo and Maverick 
Vinales sharing wins, though Pramac’s pair 
would make their presence felt. 

WORDS  KYLE FRANCIS



Zarco stunned as he left the Losail 
International Circuit following the 
curtain-raising double-header as 
the points leader following a pair 
of runner-up finishes, while young 
team-mate Martin illustrated im-
pressive learning ability as he went 
from struggling to score points in 
the Qatar Grand Prix to streaking 
to a shock maiden pole just seven 
days later. He subsequently shad-
owed Zarco home in third to score a 
debut premier class rostrum result 
in only his second ever event, with 
Bagnaia also putting in a decent 
showing in his first outings as a fac-
tory Ducati pilot with a pair of top 
six finishes.  

Zarco’s year would largely go off 
colour following the opening two 
rounds, as he only managed to set 
foot on the podium on a further two 
occasions, the virtues of sheer con-
sistency meaning he would enter 
the summer break as Quartararo’s 
closest challenger.

It would be Miller who grabbed 
the headlines post Qatar after he 
scored pair of emphatic victories in 
the Spanish and French GPs, though 
much like Zarco, this would prove 
to be a false dawn as inconsistency 
would see him drop out of realistic 
title contention as the season rolled 
on. 

Bagnaia meanwhile looked to be 
the student quietly completing his 
revision in the background, col-
lecting strong points as he en-
tered the summer break having 
finished outside the top seven just 
once in the opening nine encoun-
ters. His season would come alive 
as MotoGP returned to action in 

“ “

Bagnaia meanwhile looked 
to be the student quietly 
completing his revision in 

the background, collecting 
strong points

Austria, the Italian making a 
breakthrough with the set-up 
of his steed that finally granted 
him the feeling he had been 
craving since the start of the 
campaign. 

Excusing a couple of false-
starts in the Styrian and British 
GPs where he ended up only 
11th and 14th Bagnaia became 
one of only two men along-
side Honda’s Marc Marquez to 
challenge Quartararo week-in 
week-out, with an incredible 
first premier class win coming 
at Aragon as he fended off a 
relentless Marquez to end up 
victorious. He backed this up 
with a clinical display to score 

a second straight win in the 
San Marino GP, strong points 
that would thrust him into a 
late title tilt - narrowing the 
Frenchman’s leading advan-
tage from 65 to 48 in just two 
outings. 

Having ended up third to 
Quartararo’s second in the 
United States GP, Bagnaia 
needed to claim a second 
Misano win at the Emilia 
Romagna GP to keep his cham-
pionship hopes alive heading 
into the final two races, a feat 
he looked set to accomplish 
with just a handful of tours to 
go as he looked to reduce his 
points deficit to 38 from 52. 

Italy’s hopes would go up 
in gravel dust though as 
Bagnaia’s hard-compound 
front tyre - a risky choice in 
the cooler temperatures of the 
October weather on the Italian 
Riviera - gave up the ghost, 
sending him sliding out of the 
race. Quartararo sealed the 
title with fourth. 

A pair of dominant wins as 
well as five consecutive poles 
capped off a sizzling final part 
of the season, helping Ducati 
to wrap up the constructors’ ti-
tle for the second straight year 
as well as collect its maiden 
teams prize, would certainly 
give its rivals something to 

Bagnaia defeated the great Marc Marquez 
to score his first win in great style at Aragon

Bagnaia saw his title chances ended with a 
devastating crash in the Emilia Romagna GP



think about in 2022, as would 
the form of its newest findings 
of Martin and Avintia’s Enea 
Bastianini. 

Following a nasty crash in 
practice for the Portuguese 
GP in which he suffered frac-
tures to his right hand and 
foot, Martin was forced to miss 
a total of four events, stunt-
ing his progress somewhat.  It 
wouldn’t take him long to re-
capture the scintillating form 
he displayed in Qatar though 
as he scored a second pole 
of the year after the summer 
break at the Red Bull Ring, his 
early season injuries now in 
the distant past as he looked 
to add another rostrum to his 
tally. He would do even bet-
ter than this though, as he 
showed maturity beyond the 
five MotoGP weekends he had 

partaken in as he scored a bril-
liant maiden win in the Styrian 
GP, scoring a total of four ros-
trums as well as the rookie’s 
title. 

Bastianini meanwhile would 
remain largely invisible 
through the year as he had to 
make do with two-year Ducati 
machinery. A blazing charge 
from 12th on the grid for the 
reigning Moto2 world cham-
pion would result in a first 
ever podium at the San Marino 
GP, while he would manage 
an even greater achievement 
at the Emilia Romagna GP a 
month later. 

Having started a lowly 16th, 
he evidently had managed 
to bottle the Misano magic 
he had stumbled upon pre-
viously as he sliced his way 

through the field to steal third 
once again, though this time it 
would be from champion elect 
Quartararo with a bold pass on 
the final circulation. 

While Ducati will be left with 
a bitter-sweet feeling leaving 
2021 behind, it certainly looks 
to have found all the ingredi-
ents for a 2022 title recipe-
now it just needs to prepare 
them in the right order. 

It has numbers on its side with 
the number of Desmosedici’s 
on the grid rising from six to 
eight following the addition 
of the Gresini team, while its 
young charges in Martin and 
Bastianini will be looking to 
build upon their impressive 
MotoGP bows with further up-
graded hardware. 

Bastianini stunned on a two-year old machine 
to score a pair of emphatic podiums at Misano

Martins impressive rookie campaign was 
headlined by a first win at the Red Bull Ring
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DALE COYNE SIGNS SATO 
FOR 2022 INDYCAR SEASON

VANDOORNE, DE VRIES COMPLETE MAIDEN IN-
DYCAR TEST AT SEBRING

Stoffel Vandoorne and Nyck 
de Vries were among a group 
of drivers that completed 
an IndyCar test session 
at Sebring International 
Raceway last week. It was 
the first time either driver 
had been behind the wheel 
of an IndyCar, with De Vries 
labelling it an “absolute 
honour” to be testing with 
the reigning Indy 500 winning 
team.

De Vries was driving the #60 
Meyer Shank Racing Honda 
around the bumpy Florida 
circuit, with the car’s current 
driver Helio Castroneves on 
hand to provide a veteran’s 
support for the 26-year-old 
Dutch driver.

Vandoorne was sampling the 
Arrow McLaren SP machinery 

in a one-off test session 
that could see the two team 
up when the team expands 
to a third car, expected in 
late in 2022 or 2023. Joining 
them at the test session was 
Jack Aitken driving with Ed 
Carpenter Racing, and Callum 
Ilott driving with Juncos 
Hollinger Racing.

Aitken was also gaining his 
first experience behind the 
wheel of an IndyCar, and was 
possibly being evaluated to 
slot into the #20 entry for 
next season. Ed Carpenter 
Racing recently lost its US 
Air Force sponsorship, and a 
renewed deal with Conor Daly 
for the road and street course 
events is not certain at this 
time.

Juncos Hollinger Racing, on 

the other hand, has already 
committed to Ilott for the 
2022 season, and used the 
day as a traditional test 
session leading up to the 
first full IndyCar season for 
both team and driver. Ilott 
and Juncos teamed up for 
the final three races of 2021 
and used those weekends as 
way to better prepare for the 
upcoming season.

Lap times and statistics for 
the test were not readily 
available on account of the 
session being a private test, 
but De Vries reportedly set 
the fastest time of the day.

Dale Coyne Racing has signed 
IndyCar veteran Takuma Sato for 
the full 2022 NTT IndyCar Series 
campaign filling the vacant seat 
left by the Andretti Autosport-
bound Romain Grosjean. The 
two-time Indianapolis 500 
winner will drive the No.51 Rick 
Ware Racing entry across the 
17-race season which begins 
in St.Petersburg, Florida on 
February 27.

The former Formula 1 driver 
moved to IndyCar in 2010 and 
has picked up six victories, 14 
podiums and 10 pole positions 
during his 12-year stint in the 
series. The 44-year-old recently 
has spent the past four seasons 
with Rahal Letterman Lanigan 
Racing where he picked up 
three wins, the last of which was 
the 2020 Indy 500.

“I am extremely excited that we 
were able to work out a deal 
with Dale, Rick and everyone at 
Dale Coyne Racing,” said Sato. 
“With Honda an integral part of 
Dale Coyne Racing, it seemed 
like a great fit. The team has 

proven year after year that 
they are very competitive on 
all types of circuits. Particularly 
the speed that team has shown 
in recent years at the Indy 500 
were very impressive. I am really 
looking forward to working with 
my new environment and can’t 
wait to get started.”

Team owners Dale Coyne and 
Rick Ware are keen to utilise 
Sato’s wealth of experience and 
speed to help push the team 
forward.

“I am excited to have Takuma 
join the Dale Coyne Racing 
with RWR Family for 2022,” said 
Ware. “Takuma’s experience 
within motorsports is extensive, 
not just in the United States, 
but around the world. With 
Takuma’s experience, and vast 
knowledge of the cars, we 
are really looking forward to 
stepping up the program and 
having a successful season, 
and maybe even add another 
Indianapolis 500 win to his list 
of achievements.”

Sato will switch teams after a four-year stay with RLL

Nyck de Vries was piloting the 
#60 Meyer Shank Racing Honda



IndyCar legend and four-
time Indianapolis 500 
winner Al Unser Sr. has 
passed away at the age of 
82.

The design of the 2022 
Indianapolis 500 ticket has 
been unveiled, with the 2021 
winner Helio Castroneves 
featuring prominently.

NEWS BITES COYNE SET TO END 
PARTNERSHIP WITH 
VASSER-SULLIVAN

Dale Coyne Racing is expected 
to end its IndyCar partnership 
with Vasser-Sullivan this 
offseason, leaving the latter to 
search for a partner in order 
to continue fielding an entry 
in 2022. The two outfits first 
teamed up for the 2018 season, 
with Sebastien Bourdais taking 
a race win on the streets of 
St. Petersburg in their initial 
pairing.

Coyne will now partner with 
HMD Motorsports for the #18 
entry from next season. HMD 
Motorsports currently runs an 
Indy Lights team, and is owned 
by Henry Malukas, the father 
of last season’s Indy Lights 
runner-up David Malukas.

Jimmy Vasser and James 
Sullivan are understood to 
be in talks with other IndyCar 
teams to strike up a new 
partnership entry similar to 
their previous deal. The long-
term plan for Vasser and 
Sullivan is to build enough 
resources to field their own 

entry in future years.

The future of Ed Jones, who 
drove the Dale Coyne Racing 
with Vasser-Sullivan entry 
last season and logged three 
top 10 finishes, is not known 
at this time.  A driver for the 
rebranded entry has not been 
announced.

In addition to these changes, 
Dale Coyne Racing lost its 
star driver Romain Grosjean 
to Andretti Autosport for 
next season, and has signed 
Takuma Sato as driver for the 
#51 standalone entry.

FERRUCCI, KARAM TO CONTEST INDY 500 
WITH DREYER AND REINBOLD

Dreyer and Reinbold Racing 
has announced that it will 
field two cars at the 2022 
Indianapolis 500, with 
Santino Ferrucci and Sage 
Karam filling the seats.

DRR has been running in the 
IndyCar series part-time since 
2013, when it lost crucial 
sponsorship and had to 
shift away from its full-time 
efforts. The team has made 
sure to compete in every Indy 
500 since, with Karam taking 
up driving duties seven times 
in recent years. Ferrucci will 
slot in alongside Karam, and 
will return the team to a two-
car effort for the famous race 
in May.

“We believe the talent and 

value of these drivers will 
be important in helping the 
team achieve the ultimate 
goal of winning the Greatest 
Spectacle in Racing,” said 
Dennis Reinbold, team 
owner. “We at DRR have 
been improving our Indy 500 
program with the singular 
goal of winning the race. 
Sage and Santino have 
exceptional talent and are key 
components for us to achieve 
the goal.”

Ferrucci was not able to 
secure a full time IndyCar ride 
last season after two seasons 
with Dale Coyne Racing, but 
finished 11th or better in all 
five races he contested in 
2021. The 23-year-old’s skill 
behind the wheel helped him 

to secure an Indy 500 outing 
for next year, even if that is 
his only confirmed race at 
this stage. 

“I’m super thrilled to join 
DRR,” said Ferrucci. “Nothing 
is better than being a part 
of a team that has such 
a high work ethic. The 
team’s attention to detail is 
comparable to top teams in 
the series.”

Karam’s best Indy 500 finish 
came last season when he 
finished seventh, and Ferrucci 
finished sixth in that same 
race, making for a strong line-
up for the small team. The 
2022 Indianapolis 500 takes 
place on Sunday, May 29.

Karam and Ferrucci will be a formidable 
duo for next year’s Indy 500

Ed Jones raced the brightly-coloured 
#18 entry for the 2021 season



PARTINGSHOT
Ladies and gentelman, that’s a wrap!
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