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Fergal Walsh
Motorsport Monday Editor

Antonio Giovinazzi: Once 
a prospect – now an outcast

START YOUR ENGINES

Prior to the final prac-
tice session at the 
2017 Australian Grand 
Prix, Sauber’s Pascal 

Wehrlein was forced to with-
draw from the remainder of 
the weekend due to fitness 
absence. Antonio Giovinazzi 
was drafted in as his replace-
ment, and thus, a new Formula 
1 career was hatched.

It was a drive that, at the 
time, many people felt was 
richly deserved. Giovinazzi 
had just come off the back 
of an impressive rookie sea-
son in GP2 (now Formula 2) 
in which he lost out in a title 
battle to Prema team-mate 
Pierre Gasly.

Both he and the now consist-
ently-impressive AlphaTauri 
man were snubbed for full-
time F1 seats in 2017, how-
ever it was Giovinazzi who 
received the opportunity first 
(Gasly’s services were hired 
later in the year to close out 
the season with Toro Rosso). 

In his first race, with little prep-
aration, Giovinazzi stayed out 
of trouble and drove mature-
ly in a Sauber car that, with 
respect, lacked pace. It was 
ultimately a sign of things to 
come, as his dream promo-
tion in 2017, although spent 
at the back of the grid, mir-
rored the type of career he 
would have when he eventu-
ally secured a full-time drive.

The Italian came crashing 
back down to earth – quite 
literally – two 
weeks later in 
China, when he 
hit the wall in 
both qualifying 
and the race. With 
Wehrlein declared 
fit for the next 
round in China, 
Giovinazzi’s last 
F1 racing memory for was a 
painful one for some time.

After almost two years on 
the sidelines, Giovinazzi was 
welcomed back to the team, 
which now operated under 
the Alfa Romeo name. He had 
2007 world champion Kimi 

Raikkonen for company, a 
useful benchmark to set him-
self against as he attempted 
to fashion his own success.

It was a pleasant move for 
F1, too. With Italy swaddled in 
motorsport glory, the country 
was without an F1 driver for 
almost a decade. Backed by 
Ferrari, there was hope that 
one day Giovinazzi would be-
come the Prancing Horse’s 
next superstar – a success-
ful Italian driver at Ferrari in 

F1 writes its own 
headlines.

But it was not 
to be. Giovinazzi 
spent the bulk of 
his Alfa Romeo 
career competing 
towards the back 
of the field, with 

the team finishing eighth in 
the standings in 2019 and 
2020. It is currently on course 
to end 2021 in ninth, ahead 
of only the non-progressive 
Haas team.

It seems unfortunate that 
Giovinazzi arrived in F1 at 

“A successful 
Italian driver 

at Ferrari 
in F1 writes 

its own 
headlines”

Giovinazzi will leave 
Alfa Romeo at the 

end of the 2021 
season



the same time that many im-
pressive youngsters, such 
as Charles Leclerc, George 
Russell and Lando Norris, 
made the next step. Currently 
27 years old, Giovinazzi is 
old news and not an attrac-
tive option com-
pared to the high-
lighted ‘stars of 
tomorrow’.

True, the Italian 
never had the car 
in F1 to show his 
potential, and so 
far, his pinnacle 
has come in his 
junior career, when he was 
challenging for champion-
ships against some current 
major motorsport players. 
His F1 dream never properly 
formalised, as surely there’s 

a limit to what you can enjoy 
when you’re battling for posi-
tions outside the top ten.

Giovinazzi has taken up his 
next career option, switching 
to the all-electric Formula E 

series. Racing for 
Dragon/Penske 
Autosport, the 
American squad 
has ended the last 
four seasons sec-
ond-to-last in the 
standings, so the 
question must be 
asked – what is 
Giovinazzi to gain 

from the move?

Simply being in a race seat 
will have its advantages 
compared to spending time 
watching in from the outside, 

but it appears that the Italian 
will simply move from a back-
marker F1 drive to a similar po-
sition in FE. Crucially though, 
Giovinazzi is attempting to 
retain his links with Ferrari, 
which could see him take on 

a role in its Hypercar division 
in 2023.

Giovianzzi stated last week 
that the World Endurance 
Championship was “one 
championship that I’d like 
to join”. Given the projected 
future that the pinnacle of 
sportscar racing has, it is not 
a surprise – and it is certainly 
a more attractive option than 
a backmarker role in FE.

“I want to thank all the people 
that supported me in these 
last three years,” Giovinazzi 
said. “After the news, they 
text me and everything, so for 
sure it was not an easy day for 
me, but in the end I’m happy 
with myself. To be honest 
during these last three years I 
improved myself all the time, 
for sure some things could 

be better, some things were 
good, [but] I’m happy with 
myself. [There’s] nothing I can 
do more. In the end this was 
the decision, and now I’m fo-
cused for the next step which 
will be FE next year and I’m 
really excited.”

Giovinazzi has a right to 
be excited about what lies 
ahead of him. But whatever 

the case, it appears that the 
F1 days are now behind him. 
Once hailed as a driver of the 
future, Giovinazzi’s short ca-
reer in the sport was insignif-
icant and almost concealed. 
While his future may have 
more success lined up, F1 
won’t hold much memory for 
him. It proves to be a shining 
example of just how quickly a 
driver’s career can alter and 
just how desolating a dream 
switch to F1 can be.

“Giovinazzi’s 
short career in 

the sport was 
insignificant 

and almost 
concealed”

His best F1  result came 
at the 2019 Brazilian 
Grand Prix, where he 

finished fifth

Giovinazzi had a suc-
cessful junior career 

and enjoyed a close GP2 
fight with Pierre Gasly

START YOUR ENGINES

The Italian has been 
paired alongside Kimi 
Raikkonen since 2019



QATAR GP

Formula 1 concluded its triple header with an in-
augural trip to Qatar to kickstart a run of races in 
the Middle East. Neither party was able to leave a 
knockout blow and the title fight will continue to 
another new territory in December…

PHIL HORTON / F1 EDITOR

2021 FIA FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING
HIGHLIGHTS

For the third time in 2021 Lew-
is Hamilton went fastest in 

qualifying but was left Lewis 
Hamilton stormed to pole po-
sition for Formula 1’s inaugural 
Qatar Grand Prix beneath the 
lights at the Losail International 
Circuit. Hamilton set the bench-
mark early in Q3 but improved 
further on his second push lap 
to record a time of 1m 20.827s. 
Somewhat surprisingly given 
Hamilton’s prodigious record, it 
marked his first pole since Hun-
gary. He had been quickest in 
two sessions post-summer but 
an engine change (Turkey) and 
a DRS issue (Brazil) denied him 
the honour. 

Title leader Max Verstappen 
emerged as Hamilton’s nearest 
rival but was almost half a sec-

ond adrift of his title opponent. 
Hamilton’s Mercedes team-
mate Valtteri Bottas was third 
for Mercedes.

But there was a protracted sit-
uation in the wake of an unu-
sual failure for AlphaTauri driver 
Pierre Gasly. He finished sec-
ond in both Friday sessions and 
maintained that form during 
the final session on Saturday by 
classifying fourth. Gasly deliv-
ered again in qualifying, taking 
fourth, but suffered a scare on 
his final Q3 push lap. 

Gasly ran heavily over the exit 
kerb at Turn 15 and such was 
the force that it shattered his 
front wing, with the debris in-
stantly puncturing his front-
right tyre. Gasly halted his AT02 

Hamilton sets benchmark and flies 
to the only sub 1:21s lap 

Yellow flags hurt Verstappen and 
Bottas 

Perez eliminated in Q2 after pace 
woes

Leclerc suffers from cracked chas-
sis 

off-line along the pit straight. 

Verstappen, Bottas and sev-
enth-placed Carlos Sainz were 
all summoned to the stew-
ards, with a hearing scheduled 
for Sunday, in order to explain 
their actions. Verstappen was 
alleged to have ignored a dou-
ble-waved yellow while Bottas 
and Sainz were accused of ig-
noring a single-waved yellow. 
Finally, over 21 hours after qual-
ifying finished, the book was 
thrown at the second and third-
placed qualifiers.

That promoted Gasly into sec-
ond position, securing his and 
AlphaTauri’s first front-row 
start, while Fernando Alon-
so’s excellent fifth became 
third. Lando Norris moved up 
to fourth, with Sainz fifth, after 
stewards took no further action 
after agreeing he significantly 
lifted. Bottas and Verstappen 
slotted into sixth and seventh. 

Yuki Tsunoda and Esteban Ocon 
ensured AlphaTauri and Alpine 
had both cars in Q3 while Aston 
Martin’s Sebastian Vettel round-
ed out the top 10. Sergio Perez 
had a nightmarish evening as 
he failed to make it through to 
Q3. Perez was out of contention 
after the first Q2 runs on Medi-
ums but a switch to Soft tyres 
failed to yield the expected 
gains and he was bumped out 
in 11th spot. He rued encoun-

tering out-lap traffic that he 
felt left his tyres too cold in the 
opening sector and then too hot 
in the last sector. 

Perez was not the only big 
name eliminated at the second 
hurdle. Ferrari’s Charles Le-
clerc lacked pace throughout 
the session and struggled to 
13th place as he exclaimed his 
bemusement at the deficit to 
team-mate Sainz. But Ferrari 
revealed post-session that a 
crack had been detected in his 
chassis, thought to have been 
sustained in Q1, and attributed 
some of the time loss to that 
setback. 

McLaren’s Daniel Ricciardo also 
put in a lacklustre showing en 
route to 14th spot. Aston Mar-
tin’s Lance Stroll, in 12th, and 
George Russell, in 15th, were 
the other Q2 participants who 
failed to make it further. Neither 
of the Alfa Romeo drivers made 
it into Q2, with Kimi Räikkönen 
16th and Antonio Giovinazzi 
18th, and they were split by Wil-
liams’ Nicholas Latifi. 

Mick Schumacher put in a re-
spectable performance to finish 
within a couple of tenths of Gio-
vinazzi despite occupying his 
usual place of 19th.

QUALIFYING
RESULT

L. HAMILTON / MERCEDES 

P. GASLY / ALPHATAURI

F. ALONSO / ALPINE

L. NORRIS / MCLAREN

C. SAINZ / FERRARI

V. BOTTAS+3 / MERCEDES

M. VERSTAPPEN+5 / RED BULL 

Y. TSUNODA / ALPHATAURI 

E. OCON / ALPINE

S. VETTEL / ASTON MARTIN 

S. PEREZ / RED BULL

L. STROLL / ASTON MARTIN

C. LECLERC / FERRARI

D. RICCIARDO / MCLAREN

G. RUSSELL / WILLIAMS

K. RAIKKONEN / ALFA ROMEO

N. LATIFI / WILLIAMS

A. GIOVINAZZI / ALFA ROMEO

M. SCHUMACHER / HAAS

N. MAZEPIN / HAAS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Hamilton storms to pole as rivals hit strife 



RACE

HIGHLIGHTS
Formula 1’s first visit to Losail 

had a relatively expected 
outcome – for the 12th time 
from 20 grands prix this year 
Lewis Hamilton and Max Ver-
stappen locked out the top two 
positions. It was not a scintil-
lating grand prix beneath the 
floodlights in Qatar, a year to 
the day out from the start of 
its World Cup, and neither title 
contender scored a winning 
goal. But it nevertheless sets 
up a tantalising pair of races 
in Saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi 
that will determine the victor of 
the 2021 World Championship. 

In reality Hamilton had this 
race won on the opening lap. 
With Verstappen relegated to 

seventh on the grid, following a 
penalty for failing to see yellow 
flags during qualifying, Hamil-
ton had a clear run at victory. 

He had Soft-shod Pierre Gasly 
and Fernando Alonso lined up 
right behind him but neither 
was close enough to threaten 
Hamilton on the run down to 
Turn 1. Hamilton stretched his 
advantage across the opening 
few laps, making use of clear 
air, and the buffer behind. Ver-
stappen was excellent in swift-
ly working his way into second 
spot; he surged from seventh 
to fourth through Turn 1, pick-
ing up a slow-starting Valtteri 
Bottas, before hugging the 
inside line as Lando Norris and 

Hamilton retains the lead into the 
first corner and controls proceed-
ings

Verstappen makes rapid early pro-
gress to secure second

Alonso masters one-stop strategy 
for podium return

Puncture thwarts Bottas recovery 
from poor start 

QATAR GRAND PRIX
RACE REPORT 

Carlos Sainz drifted wide. 

Verstappen quickly picked off 
Gasly and Alonso to hold sec-
ond just five laps into the race, 
but by that point Hamilton was 
already five seconds up the 
road. As they ran a relatively 
straightforward two-stop strat-
egy the race was effectively 
run and turned solely into a 
fastest lap battle, with Verstap-
pen nicking the point.

“It was just an amazing, this 
past three weeks have been 
so difficult for everyone, with 
some big distances between 
all the races and the team did 
such an amazing job, particu-
larly these past two races,” said 
Hamilton. “Today the race was 
made a lot easier with the pen-
alties the guys got for the mis-
take they made yesterday. That 
made it a lot more straightfor-
ward and yeah was just man-
aging the gap at the front and 
keeping the car safe, and max-
imise and bring the car home.”

Despite facing back-to-back 
victories at the hands of Hamil-
ton, Verstappen has minimised 
the damage, and still holds the 
advantage in the champion-
ship.

“We just didn’t have the pace 
this weekend, to match them,” 
said Verstappen. “I just tried to 
follow and it was alright in the 
end. I did the fastest lap which 
I was pretty happy about. At 

Circuit: Losail Circuit 
Laps: 57 (5.380km)
Lap Record: 1:23.196

Hamilton Lo-sails to inaugural Qatar triumph 

(Below) The action gets under-
way in Losail

(Bottom) Alpine enjoyed a great 
result in Qatar

M. VERSTAPPEN (2021)   



the end of the day it’s still one 
extra point. Everything counts 
at the moment, but overall, this 
weekend wasn’t the best for us. 
There’s still two races to go, a 
lot of things can happen still. Of 
course I would’ve liked to have 
made it a bigger gap but when 
you don’t have the pace, it’s im-
possible to do that. You just try 
to be better, try to come back 
stronger, especially in Saudi, at 
the street track. Then we’ll see in 
Abu Dhabi.”

The final spot on the podium 
was effectively a three-way fight. 
Alonso brilliantly hurled his Alpine 
around Gasly at Turn 2 and then 
maintained third after Verstap-
pen flew by during the early laps. 
Meanwhile Sergio Perez, from his 
compromised grid spot, and Bot-
tas – who tumbled to 11th on the 
opening lap – worked their way 
back into contention. Perez came 
in first, signalling that he was on 
a two-stop strategy, while four 
laps later Alonso came in and 
held position. 

Their respective stops hauled 
Bottas into third spot and he pro-
longed his first stint in a bid to 
claim the trophy. But after over 
30 laps on the same set of tyres 
the front-left let go as he rounded 
Turn 7, proving that Pirelli’s advice 
over stint lengths at the high-en-
ergy Losail circuit, which places 
similar demands on the front-left 
rubber to Barcelona and Silver-
stone, should have been taken 
onboard. Bottas dragged his car 
back to the pit lane, tumbled 
outside of the top 10 once more, 

and eventually retired due to the 
damage. 

That left it a straight fight be-
tween Alonso and Perez. The 
Mexican was stopped on lap 40 
once more and began his fight 
back, quickly overtaking Lance 
Stroll and Esteban Ocon, despite 
the Alpine driver’s noble attempt 
at putting up a resistance in order 
to help his team-mate. A front-
left puncture for Norris – also try-
ing a one-stop – elevated Perez 
to fourth. 

Further front-left punctures for 
Williams drivers George Russell 
and Nicholas Latifi enhanced the 
tension as Alonso ticked up to-
wards the danger zone for the 
tyres. But Alonso was given a 
helping hand when the VSC was 
triggered in order for marshals 
to clear Latifi’s car. That gave his 
tyres some brief breathing room 
and he was able to cruise the last 
lap to record his first podium fin-
ish since 2014. Back then Ham-
ilton had won the title just once 
while Verstappen had yet to start 
a Formula 1 race. He’s waited a 
while for podium number 98. 

“It feels good, obviously a long 
wait from the last podium, 2014, 
yeah, I’m happy for this one,” said 
Alonso. “We executed a good 
race, one-stop strategy, and yeah 
the car was great all weekend 
long, yesterday in qualifying the 
pace obviously helped to start 
at the front, also with the penal-
ties of this morning. We overtook 
Gasly in Turn 2, that also helped 
our race to have little bit cleaner 

(Top) Hamilton leads as Alonso 
fends off Verstappen

(Right) There were some great 
battles up and down the field



(Top) Alonso returned to 
the podium

(Right) Williams suffered a 
double puncture

air. Long wait, your career some-
times goes up and down, I had 
wonderful moments, two or three 
years ago, winning Le Mans, win-
ning the WEC, but coming back 
now in preparation for 2022 and 
the new rules and to have this 
podium now at the end of the 
year feels really nice and I think 
we are more ready than what we 
were 10 months ago.”

It was a doubly good day for Al-
pine as Ocon preserved fifth spot 
to pick up valuable points that ef-
fectively sealed fifth place in the 
standings in its fight against Al-
phaTauri. Stroll was superb to pick 
up sixth for Aston Martin, in front 
of Ferrari duo Sainz and Charles 
Leclerc, as the Italian marque has 
a relatively off-colour day. Norris 
was ninth after his off-strategy 
second stop, which cost him a 
top five, while Sebastian Vettel 
bounced back from a dire first lap 
to round out the top 10. 

It was a grim day for AlphaTauri 
after its promising grid positions. 
Gasly went backwards on a two-
stop strategy and was left down 
in 11th, with Yuki Tsunoda only 
13th. Gasly expressed bafflement 
at how its strong one-lap pace 
throughout the weekend disap-
peared over a race distance; a 
long debrief will be required at 
Faenza this week.

“It was very frustrating,” said 
Gasly. “Our pace was shocking 
basically, we don’t really have 
the answer, we tried to stick with 
Fernando with the first few laps, 
I could barely make it. After that 
we tried to go for an aggressive 

two-stop strategy but the pace 
was never there, it was shocking, 
I tried to push as hard as I could 
in the car but even with fresher 
tyres than Fernando I was miles 
away when he was on used tyres. 
We had a couple of miracles on 
the last few weekends and we 
can’t do it every weekend but 
definitely today I don’t under-
stand how both cars can qualify 
like that in the top 10 and having 
good pace and both go back-
wards during the entire race and 
just not showing any signs of 
speed, that’s the main things.”

The AlphaTauris were split by 
Daniel Ricciardo, who had a rel-
atively anonymous race. Lifting 
early for Turn 1, and high fuel 
saving, compromised his limited 
prospects. Alfa Romeo followed 
in 14th and 15th, Kimi Räikkönen 
ahead of Antonio Giovinazzi, while 
Mick Schumacher jumped ahead 
of Russell in the aftermath of the 
Briton’s puncture. Nikita Mazepin 
was the final classified runner in 
18th. 

After a frantic triple-header 
across three different continents 
Formula 1 has a weekend off in 
order to take stock and relax. It’s 
going to be a thrilling denoue-
ment to a scintillating season.

(Left) Verstappen and 
Alonso smiling on the 
podium - the first they’ve 
shared together

(Below) P1 for Hamilton



WINNER

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes

2 Max Verstappen Red Bull 25.743

3 Fernando Alonso Alpine 59.457

4 Sergio Perez Red Bull 62.306

5 Esteban Ocon Alpine 80.570

6 Lance Stroll Aston Martin 81.274

7 Carlos Sainz Jr Ferrari 83.126

8 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 1 Lap

9 Lando Norris McLaren 1 Lap

10 Sebastian Vettel Aston Martin 1 Lap

11 Pierre Gasly AlphaTauri 1 Lap

12 Daniel Ricciardo McLaren 1 Lap

13 Yuki Tsunoda AlphaTauri 1 Lap

14 Kimi Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1 Lap

15 Antonio Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 1 Lap

16 Mick Schumacher Haas 1 Lap

17 George Russell Williams 2 Laps

18 Nikita Mazepin Haas 2 Laps

19 Nicholas Latifi Williams DNF

20 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes DNF

RESULT
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Max Verstappen 351.5

2 Lewis Hamilton 343.5

3 Valtteri Bottas 203

4 Sergio Perez 190

5 Lando Norris 153

6 Charles Leclerc 152

7 Carlos Sainz 145.5

8 Daniel Ricciardo 105

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Mercedes 546.5

2 Red Bull 541.5

3 Ferrari 297

4 McLaren 258.5

5 Alpine 137

6 AlphaTauri 112

7 Aston Martin 77

8 Williams 11

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

LEWIS HAMILTON



SNAPSHOT

Verstappen retains 
the points lead

Ricciardo chases 
down Russell

Ocon kicks up 
a cloud of dust

Hamilton and George 
Lucas embrace
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ZHOU TO BECOME F1’S FIRST CHINESE 
RACER IN 2022
Alfa Romeo has recruited 
Guanyu Zhou for 2022, 
alongside Valtteri Bottas, 
completing Formula 1’s line-
up for its new era. Zhou, 
second in this year’s Formula 2 
championship, has previously 
been affiliated with junior 
schemes at Ferrari and Alpine 
in Formula 1. He will be the 
first Chinese racer in Formula 
1 history and the sole rookie 
on the 2022 grid. Zhou’s 
promotion had been expected 
for a couple of months but 
was delayed amid discussions 
between Andretti and Alfa 
Romeo over a buyout that 
could have led IndyCar race 
winner Colton Herta to a 
seat. But those discussions 
ultimately collapsed at the 
eleventh hour over control 
issues. A line-up of Bottas/
Zhou represents a refreshed 
pairing for Alfa Romeo, which 
has fielded 2007 World 
Champion Kimi Räikkönen 
alongside Ferrari-linked 

Antonio Giovinazzi for three 
seasons.

“I dreamt from a young age 
of climbing as high as I can in 
a sport that I am passionate 
about and now the dream has 
come true,” said Zhou. “It is 
a privilege for me to start my 
Formula 1 racing career with 
an iconic team, a team that 
has introduced so much young 
talent into Formula 1 in the 
past. Now the dream is reality. 
I feel well prepared for the 
immense challenge of Formula 
1, the pinnacle of my sport, 
alongside a proven, world-class 
talent in Valtteri. Next year the 
target will be to learn as much 
as possible and as quickly as 
possible. To be the first ever 
Chinese driver in Formula 1 is 
a breakthrough for Chinese 
motorsport history. I know a lot 
of hopes will be resting on me 
and, as ever, I will take this as 
motivation to become better 
and achieve more.”

PERFORMANCE FIRST IN ZHOU CHOICE, INSISTS VASSEUR
Alfa Romeo team boss Frederic 
Vasseur has emphasised 
that Guanyu Zhou’s on-track 
performances and potential 
was the most important 
consideration for his 2022 
recruitment. Zhou will be F1’s 
first Chinese representative 
and that market holds appeal 
for manufacturers, but Vasseur 
stressed it was not the most 
important element.

“The first criteria is the 
performance of the team,” 
he said. “It means that to be 
performant you need to have 
good drivers, good technicians, 
good engineers, a good feeling 
from the drivers, and a good 
budget. It was a pillar of the 
decision for sure. I was always 
clear like this because we want 
to get the cost cap. It’s the best 
way for us to be performant. 
But it’s not the only one. I think 

Zhou, again, is doing a very 
good job in F2 and I think that 
everybody is underestimating 
the level of performance and 
the job done by Zhou this 
season.”

Vasseur went on to praise 
Zhou’s dedication during his 
junior single-seater career.

“He moved from China to 
Europe and we know perfectly 
that when you move from 
Europe even to Japan, it’s not 
an easy move for a driver and 
Zhou did the opposite,” he 
said. “But when you are 13 you 
move in Europe just because 
you want to become a racing 
driver, for me it’s a mega, huge 
commitment but I’m convinced 
he will put all of his energy into 
the project and I’m convinced 
he will do well.”

Here we Zhou! Guanyu 
is joining the grid

Vasseur says performance 
was behind Zhou’s recruitment



World Champion Lewis 
Hamilton sported a rainbow-
themed helmet scheme 
in Qatar, a country where 
same-sex relationships are 
outlawed. 

Theo Pourchaire is set to 
remain in Formula 2 next 
year and participate in 
select FP1 sessions with Alfa 
Romeo. 

Aston Martin simulator 
driver Nick Yelloly will test 
the AMR21 during the young 
driver test. Yelloly, 30, 
previously tested under its 
Force India and Racing Point 
guises. 

McLaren has distanced 
itself from reports linking 
the company to investment 
or a buyout from German 
manufacturer Audi. 

The timetable has been 
set for F2’s Jeddah round, 
with Sprint Race 2 and the 
Feature Race taking place at 
night. 

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS GIOVINAZZI, FACING F1 EXIT, SECURES 
FE FUTURE

Antonio Giovinazzi will switch 
to Formula E from 2022 after 
losing his seat with Alfa Romeo 
in Formula 1. Giovinazzi was 
the only incumbent driver to 
involuntarily miss out on a 
drive in the championship for 
next year. He has now secured 
a 2022 Formula E drive with 
Dragon/Penske Autosport, 
alongside incumbent Sergio 
Sette Camara. Giovinazzi, who 
previously tested Formula 
E machinery with Virgin, is 
set to make his debut in the 
championship in Saudi Arabia 
in January.

“As soon as it was made public 
that I would not be in Formula 
1 next year, I have decided 
to participate in the Formula 
E world championship,” said 
Giovinazzi. “It is a category 
which I always followed, I am 
thrilled to be part of Dragon/
Penske in this all electric racing 
series which I have already 
tested three years ago. I would 

like to thank Jay Penske who 
immediately showed great 
interest for having me on 
board.”

Dragon/Penske finished 
11th of the 12 teams that 
participated in last season’s 
championship. Giovinazzi is 
set to test Dragon/Penske’s 
Formula E machinery during 
pre-season running, which 
takes place at Valencia, prior 
to the penultimate round of 
the Formula 1 season in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Giovinazzi has been linked 
with Ferrari since 2017 and 
is expected to remain part 
of the manufacturer’s set-up 
going forward, potentially as a 
simulator driver, which could 
mean he retains a connection 
with Alfa Romeo.

PIASTRI APPOINTED ALPINE’S RESERVE DRIVER FOR 2022
Oscar Piastri is set for an 
extensive testing programme 
next year, with the aim of a 
2023 race seat, after being 
appointed Alpine’s reserve 
driver. Piastri joined Alpine’s 
young driver scheme in 2020 
and currently leads the Formula 
2 standings, having won last 
year’s Formula 3 title. Alpine 
has already retained Fernando 
Alonso for 2022, and extended 
Esteban Ocon’s deal through 
2024, but it has now slotted 
Piastri into a reserve position 
for next year. The Australian 
replaces ex-F1 racer Daniil Kvyat 
in the role. Piastri is not set 
to race in another category in 
2022.

“I’m super excited to be joining 
Alpine F1 Team as Reserve 

Driver,” said Piastri. “I’m looking 
forward to being much more 
involved with the team and 
contributing to its intended 
success next season. The 
Reserve Driver role is the next 
step towards my aim for a race 
seat in 2023, which is very 
exciting. I’ve proved myself in 
the junior formulas over the last 
couple of years and feel like I’m 
ready for Formula 1 now. Along 
with the trackside experience 
at race weekends, we will put 
together a substantial test 
programme in order to keep 
developing myself to grow even 
more prepared for a race seat.”

“Oscar’s natural talent is clear 
to see, so we’re very proud and 
privileged to have him as part 
of our team as our Reserve 

Driver from next year,” said 
Alpine’s CEO Laurent Rossi. 
“Not only does Oscar have the 
on-track skills, as demonstrated 
over the last couple of years in 
the junior categories, but also 
the maturity and composure 
that makes him really stand out 
from the rest.”

Giovinazzi will switch 
to Formula E for 2022

Piastri will act as back-
up at Alpine next yea



TOP        SHOT
Gasly kicks up some sparks 

as his AlphaTauri bottoms out 
on the fast Qatar circuit
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Who is Guanyu Zhou?륱Last week, Al!a Romeo announced that Guanyu Zhou would join the team in 2022 
alongside Valtteri Bottas. The Shanghai-born racer will become the !irst driver !rom 

China to compete in Formula 1. But just who is the 22-year-old who has secured a 
dream career promotion? Motorsport Monday looks at the career o! Zhou to date.

Born on May 30 1999, Zhou 
began karting at a young 
age, as most F1 drivers do. In 
2012, Zhou moved to England 
to establish his racing 
name !urther in Europe, 
and enjoyed a hand!ul o! 
success!ul years in karts. 

In 2015, he made his !ull-
season debut in single-
seaters, racing !or Prema 
Powerteam in the Italian 
Formula 4 championship. 
Taking three wins and a 
!urther six podiums, Zhou 
!inished second in the 
drivers’ standings. 

2016 saw Zhou progress to 
the FIA Formula 3 European 
Championship, which at 
the time, was seen as a key 
playground !or !uture F1 
drivers.

Zhou stayed in the category 
!or another two seasons, 
!inishing eighth in 2017 and 
2018 respectively. During his 
three years in the series, he 
took 13 podium !inishes, two o! 
which were victories. 

Having spent over !our years 
part o! the Ferrari Driver 
Academy, Zhou became 
a Renault junior driver in 

2019. That year, he made his 
debut in the the FIA Formula 
2 Championship with UNI-
Virtuosi, ending the campaign 
as the highest placed rookie in 
seventh.

He remained in the category 
!or 2020 and took his !irst 
win in Sochi. A"er ending the 
season in sixth place, Zhou 
stayed !or a third season and 
is currently in the hunt !or 
the title against !ellow Alpine 
academy member Oscar 
Piastri.

Earlier this year at the Austrian 
Grand Prix, Zhou made his 

!irst F1 weekend appearance, 
driving the Alpine car during 
FP1. However, next year the 
Chinese man will get bigger 
chance to prove himsel! when 
he climbs into the seat !ull-
time against the a !ield o! 
some o! the world’s !inest 
racers.



GETTING
TECHNICAL
BY ROSARIO GIULIANA

The duel between Christian 
Horner’s team and Toto Wolff’s 
team is among the most excit-
ing of the last decade, and the 
two rival teams are not sparing 
themselves from being able to 
reap even the slightest techni-
cal advantage.

In Qatar, Red Bull continues to 
be under the magnifying glass 
for a DRS flap that continues to 
swing up and down when the 
mechanism is activated. For 
the past three races, the sin-
gle-seater designed by Adrian 
Newey has continued to suffer 
from this phenomenon, which 

does not produce an aero-
dynamic advantage, in fact it 
jeopardises the structural so-
lidity of the rear wing when the 
movable flap resonates.

At high speeds the DRS flap 
in the open position begins to 
oscillate quite evidently, and 
from the aerodynamic point of 
view this creates a disturbance, 
especially during braking when 
the mechanism should release 
the hydraulic tension. The 
greatest risk is that there could 
be of a rupture of the flap or 
of the mechanism itself, which 
would create a very dangerous 

The technical battle between Red Bull and Mercedes 
shows no signs of abating, even with a handful of 
rounds remaining. Formula 1 is racing for the first 
time in Qatar, but the most important action looks 
to be taking place away from the track, in the regula-
tory sphere.

Red Bull v Mercedes – the battle 
of the rear wings



GETTING TECHNICAL

situation and a sudden loss of 
downforce.

Also in Losail, the Milton 
Keynes team technicians 
wasted time fixing the DRS 
mechanism before the start 
of the Friday sessions. On 
Verstappen’s car, the wing 
was replaced in FP2 due to the 
same problem.

The problem with the DRS 
would seem not to be solved 
immediately, and this triple 
back-to-back Mexico, Brazil, 
Qatar certainly did not help 
the engineers of the Anglo-
Austrian team. The problem is 
due to an actuator unable to 
resist keeping the flap open, 

failing to impart enough resist-
ance to the air that pushes the 
flap towards the closed posi-
tion. The mechanism would 
seem undersized compared to 
what it should be to withstand 
the strong pressure generated 
in the upper part of the wing.

In Brazil, Mercedes was very 
angry with the FIA, which al-
lowed Red Bull to replace the 
rear wing under a parc fermé 
conditions. However, the regu-
lation clearly states that if 
there is a problem with the 
safety of a component, it can 
be replaced.

The problem is evident across 
Red Bull’s entire range of wins, 

as the oscillation phenomenon 
occurs both with the wing with 
a lot of incidence and with the 
spoon wing. In Qatar on the 
RB16B an aerodynamic com-
parison was made in FP1 be-
tween Verstappen and Perez, 
with the Dutchman starting 
initially with the wing with the 
maximum impact on the main 
plane, as we saw in Mexico.

Sergio Perez, on the other 
hand, tried the medium-high 
load set-up, which was then 
used on both Red Bulls in 
FP2. Red Bull then worked on 
Verstappen’s DRS flap towards 
the end of FP2, where we once 
again saw the mechanics dis-
assemble the actuator to check 



GETTING TECHNICAL

its structural solidity.

As far as aerodynamics are 
concerned, the Losail circuit is 
a track with almost all medium 
to high speed corners, but it 
was foreseeable that Red Bull 
would carry a spoon configu-
ration. The grip of the track, 
beyond the sand, is good, and 
this made it possible to use 
the spoon wing. It also runs 
at night, when the air is noto-
riously colder, and therefore 
denser.

Red Bull not only looks at its 
own wings, but points the fin-
ger at those of rival Mercedes, 
for an alleged downturn of the 

main plane that would vio-
late the regulations. In these 
terms, the wing of the W12 has 
always been found to be legal 
during the technical checks – 
Brazil aside which was down 
to damage.

Brazil’s problem, which cost 
Lewis Hamilton disqualifica-
tion, involved the violation of 
article 3.6.3 of the technical 
regulation, which requires a 
maximum distance between 
the open DRS profiles of 
85mm.

A structural defect would be 
the cause of this problem that 
occurred in Brazil on the W12, 

as a hinge of the movable 
flap on the right side created 
too much play, and the flap in 
the open position exceeded 
85mm in that direction.

The stewards could not help 
but disqualify Hamilton, as 
the technical regulation does 
not allow grey or ambiguous 
areas, and everything must 
comply. An FIA technical del-
egate, under the supervision 
of Jo Bauer, carried out the 
85mm gap test four times, 
and with two different spac-
ers, but Hamilton’s wing was 
always irregular, albeit by only 
0.02 mm.

https://granddesignsystems.co.uk


 

TOP        SHOT
Alpine celebrate Alonso’s return 

to the podium and a double 
points finish for the team



Last year in November, Elfyn Evans went into WRC Rally 
Monza with a 14 point lead in the WRC standings. Sadly 
pressure took over and he crashed out, allowing team-
mate Sébastien Ogier to take the win and the title. This 
year Evans was 17 points behind Ogier - could he pressure 
the Frenchman into the same mistake he made last year?

GRAHAM HARRIS / EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

RALLY MONZA
2021 FIA WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP



RALLY
HIGHLIGHTS

In the end, the 2021 FIA World 
Rally Championship will show 

that Sebastien Ogier was 
crowned champion, ending the 
campaign 23 points ahead of 
team-mate Elfyn Evans. What 
it won’t show is that until the 
final stage on the final day, the 
Welshman was snapping at the 
heels of the now eight-time 
WRC champion. The title was 
always just out of his reach but 
he tried his best until the final 
stage. Ogier, meanwhile, ad-
mits he has never been pushed 
as hard by any team-mate be-
fore, two years in a row. Here is 
how it all played out…

DAY 1 – FRIDAY
It takes two to tango

Elfyn Evans arrived into service 
on Friday night, doing exact-
ly what he was supposed to 
do; he was leading WRC Rally 
Monza after a riveting tussle 
through the mountains outside 
Milan with his Toyota Gazoo 
Racing team-mate Sébast-
ien Ogier, which continued on 
around the roads of the Autó-
dromo Nazionale di Monza.

While Ogier initially set the 
pace in the mountains to lead 
the event after four wicked-
ly tough special stages in the 
nearby Italian Alps, Evans had 
the better of the Frenchman 
when the rally returned to the 
Cathedral of Speed in the af-
ternoon. Whilst the lead was 

Ogier and Evans fight it out in a rally 
of their own

Hyundai fail to defend manufactur-
ers’ title despite a four car entry

Sordo beats Neuville to take the final 
podium place

Only one major retirement leaves 
nine factory cars running

Last event for the current World 
Rally Cars spec before new 2022 
hybrid power

not huge, the Welshman would 
start Saturday morning ahead 
of Ogier with a lead of 1.4s.

Evans was trying to eradicate a 
seemingly impossible 17-point 
gap to deny Ogier his eighth 
WRC title in just nine seasons 
– yes, we are looking at you 
Ott Tänak for spoiling that un-
beaten run in 2019 – but Ogier 
was sitting back and watching, 
doing just enough to finish his 
last full-time WRC event on 
a high by taking title number 
eight.

Starting out in the Monza fog 
early on Friday morning, Ogi-
er won three of the first four 
stages on unusually slippery 
tarmac to lead the event and 
Evans by a useful 6.5s in his 
Toyota Yaris WRC. But then 
brake problems hampered 
the Frenchman around the 
clear Monza roads and Evans 
pounced to take over the rally 
lead. The Welshman was rather 
relieved to emerge unscathed 
from a tough final stage in 
darkness and falling tempera-
tures.

“That stage wasn’t easy, espe-
cially coming straight into the 
chicanes with quite cold tyres,” 
Evans admitted. “It’s not really 
nice in the dark. It was a good 
day around the [Monza] track 
but, of course, we have work 
to do for the mountain stages 
tomorrow.”

His team-mate was all rather 
calm taking it all in and seeing 

that he was doing more than 
enough to control the title out-
come.

“It’s been a good start,” smiled 
the Frenchman. “I think we had 
a good drive in the mountains. 
This afternoon I had some lit-
tle issues and I didn’t take any 
risks in the last stage with the 
chicanes. I’m happy where I am 
right now. Elfyn is not a fight I 
need to take on.”

Ogier is the crowned king of the stages 
for the eighth time!

(Below) Ogier headed into the 
event in the points lead

(Bottom) Solberg finished an 
impressive fifth 



The front-running pair left oth-
ers in their wake. Alzenau’s finest, 
Thierry Neuville, was best of the 
rest but a gaping 20.2s behind the 
sparing Toyota crews in his Hyun-
dai i20 WRC. The Belgian sorted 
out both his initial handling prob-
lems in the mountains and a mi-
nor gearbox issue later in the day 
to pick up a stage win to boot. He 
was, however, perplexed at the 
lack of pace against the Toyotas.

“I would say that we are satis-
fied with our performance in the 
car today,” said the Belgian in the 
evening. “We pushed very hard 
this morning, almost at the edge, 
and the feeling was good. I was 
enjoying the driving, but the times 
were not there. Usually in tricky 
conditions the car is fast, but this 
time we weren’t and to be honest 
I don’t know why.”

Neuville’s team-mate Dani Sordo 
had initially taken up the charge 
of chasing down the Toyotas but 
he fell back behind Neuville as he 
tussled with a car that was contin-
ually understeering. However the 
Spaniard, always one never to give 
up, overcame his handling issues 
and bounced back to take the final 
stage win, ending the day just 3s 
adrift of Neuville in fourth place.

WRC newbie Oliver Solberg im-
pressed everyone, including his 
team boss Andrea Adamo on his 
way to fifth overall in another 
i20 WRC. Even though the son of 
WRC champ Petter Solberg had 
a spin in the last stage, he closed 
the day 26.0s adrift of Sordo and 
14.9s ahead of the hard charg-
ing Takamoto Katsuta in another 
Yaris WRC. The Japanese driver 
conceded a number of seconds 

after stalling his engine going 
into the final stage, but he still 
managed to remain ahead of Gus 
Greensmith’s Ford Fiesta WRC 
who was down in seventh place. 
Ford refugee Teemu Suninen, driv-
ing a fourth i20 WRC for the Kore-
an team, had a steady debut day 
to sit in eighth place overnight.

Down in ninth place was a very 
cautious Kalle Rovanperä in the 
third Toyota factory entry with 
the young Finnish driver firmly 
instructed to take no chances as 
he was the back-up man should 
either Evans or Ogier or both bin 
their cars during their title fight. 
He needed to ensure that there 
would be the extra six WRC points 
on the board for the Japanese 
marque to claim the manufactur-
ers’ title lest the Hyundai squad 
claim top honours across the fin-
ish line and the power stage…

As far as retirements were con-
cerned, only Adrien Fourmaux 
made that list after a steady drive 
in sixth place. He drifted wide into 
a corner, hit a wall and the rolled 
back across the road and out of 
the rally – but he would restart on 
Saturday morning. Saturday would 
be the longest leg of the rally with 
over 108km of stages, run in a 
similar format to Friday. A double 
sweep through two Alpine stages 
in the morning would be followed 
by two more stages around Monza.

TOP 6 AFTER FRIDAY:

1. Evans/Martin 1h 04m 05.2s
2. Ogier/Ingrassia +1.4s
3. Neuville/Wydaeghe +21.6s
4. Sordo/Carrera +24.6s
5. Solberg/Edmondson +50.6s
6. Katsuta/Johnston +1m 05.5s

(Top) Greensmith was on fine 
form for M-Sport Ford

(Right) The route passed 
through some scenic roads



(Top) A local watches on 
as World Rally cars pass 
through the tight streets

DAY 2 – SATURDAY
A game of cat and mouse

Just who was the cat and who was 
the mouse was not easy to de-
termine when looking at the days 
stages but as the cars returned 
to service on Saturday evening, 
the Cheshire Cat grin on Sébast-
ien Ogier’s face was hard to miss… 
And it would be fair to say that the 
Frenchman was within touching 
distance of his eighth FIA World 
Rally Championship after a pulsat-
ing battle with team-mate Evans 
on Saturday, both in the moun-
tains and around the roads of the 
Autódromo Nazionale di Monza.

In the game of cat and mouse 
that the Toyota pair engaged in, 
the rally lead changed hands five 
times in six special stages as Ogi-
er snatched the top spot for the 
final time with a typically hard 
charging drive through the final 
stage of the day around the Par-
co di Monza’s maze of roads. And 
after all the fuss died down, Ogier 
led Evans by just 0.5s after two 
days of flat out racing over more 
than 200km of special stages. 
It was now all to play for on the 
short final day of the event on 
Sunday.

Finishing in the top three would 
ensure that Ogier had title num-
ber eight, no matter where Evans 
would conclude the event. And it 
was clear that the French rally star 
wanted this crown badly in his fi-
nal event before retiring from full-
time competition. Bowing out of 
the sport with a 54th WRC victory 
would also ensure that he was 
well clear in the second place in 
the all-time rankings both in titles 
and rally wins.

“I didn’t expect to regain the lead 
tonight,” Ogier admitted after the 
final stage. “I’m taking a bit less 
risk and losing a bit of time. We 
hope there will be emotion, and 
some very strong ones tomorrow. 
A win would be the cherry on the 
cake, but the main target we are 
chasing is not the rally win.”

The Frenchman had snatched first 
place from Evans in the opening 
stage in the foothills of the Italian 
Alps. The lead then changed twice 
more in the morning before the 
action switched to the Parco di 
Monza for the two afternoon spe-
cial stages and just as the morn-
ing had run, there were another 
two switches at the top of the 
leader board.

Hyundai’s Thierry Neuville start-
ed Sunday morning with the in-
tention of reeling in his 21s deficit 
in third place to take the fight to 
the sparing Toyota team-mates. 
Straight out of the blocks, he won 
the opening San Fermo stage in 
his i20 WRC but he punched his 
car into a barrier in the very next 
stage on cold tyres, ripping both 
the bumper and all the aero tricks 
from the front of his car.

Losing around 30s to his team-
mate Dani Sordo, he endured a 
torrid time through the morning’s 
remaining two stages with his 
car being completely imbalanced. 
But Sordo too had his own ear-
ly handling issues, although the 
Spaniard became happier with his 
challenger as the day progressed, 
ending the day in third place some 
19.2s ahead of Neuville.

“Honestly, I am quite happy with 
how today has gone for us,” said 

(Left) The Monza banking!

(Below) Neuville emerges 
from the dark



Sordo. “We had some amazing 
stages in the mountains, and 
the circuit sections were better 
as well. We made some impor-
tant modifications to the car at 
the end of Friday, which made 
it easier to drive and gave me 
more confidence. The stages 
were also drier, so we had a bit 
more grip as well.”

In a display of sublime consist-
ency, Oliver Solberg was still in 
fifth place, 34.6s behind Neu-
ville in a similar machine. The 
young Swede ultimately drove 
his tyres to the limit on the 
abrasive mountain roads and 
with a similarly aggressive ap-
proach around the park roads 
of Monza - his wild style result-
ed in a few unplanned slides.

Still in sixth was Toyota devel-
opment driver Takamoto Kat-
suta. The Yaris WRC pilot found 
grip hard to come by at first 
during the morning stages and 
a couple of mistakes around 
the track in the afternoon left 
him frustrated. But he ended 
the day just 17.6s adrift of Sol-
berg and a full 38.3s clear of 
Teemu Suninen, who finally got 
the better of Gus Greensmith 
and his Fiesta WRC.

Sunday would bring not only 
the closing day of the 2021 
WRC season, but also the final 
day of the World Rally Car era 
ahead before the next year’s 
introduction of the all-new 
hybrid-powered Rally1 cars. It 
would all be over in just three 
special stages…

TOP 6 AFTER SATURDAY:

1. Ogier/Ingrassia 2h 13m 27.2s

2. Evans/Martin +0.5s
3. Sordo/Carrera +27.4s
4. Neuville/Wydaeghe +46.6s
5. Solberg/Edmondson +1m 21.2s
6. Katsuta/Johnston +1m 38.8s

DAY 3 – SUNDAY
All for one and one takes all…

Elfyn Evans could not have had 
a very good nights’ sleep on 
Saturday evening. No matter 
what he had done; he could 
not press his team-mate into 
making a mistake. No matter 
how hard he was driving, it 
always seemed that it was just 
not enough. Only 0.5s sepa-
rated him from the lead of the 
event and even if he did man-
age to get into the top spot, 
and win the Power Stage, it 
would not be enough to bridge 
the 17 point chasm to take the 
title…

Meanwhile in a room near-
by the Welshman, a certain 
Sébastien Ogier slept like a 
baby!

In the end Ogier and his long 
suffering co-driver Julien In-
grassia swept to a remarkable 
eighth FIA World Rally Cham-
pionship title in nine seasons. 
The Frenchmen ended their 
WRC careers together in style 
with victory on WRC Rally Mon-
za after a thrilling rally-long full 
blown tug of war with Evans 
and his co-driver Scot Martin.

The duelling Toyota rivals had 
swapped the lead six times 
across three days of challeng-
ing special stages through the 
foothills of the Italian Alps, 
then around the maze of roads 
around the Parco di Monza and 

finally around Formula 1’s icon-
ic Cathedral of Speed, the Mon-
za race circuit itself. In the end 
it all came down to who made 
the first mistake…

No one could believe that af-
ter 14 special stages the gap 
between the rivals going into 
the penultimate stage was still 
0.5s. And the outcome was fi-
nally decided when Evans spun 
in that stage, allowing Ogier to 
take 7.1s off the Welshman to 
head into the final and Power 
Stage with a 7.6s advantage. 
Despite attacking the Power 
Stage and beating Ogier, Ev-
ans came up 7.3s short of tak-
ing the rally win. For a second 
time, in consecutive years, the 
Welshman had seen his dream 
of a WRC title taken away from 
him at Monza. For consolation 
sake, at least he managed to 
finish the event this year…

“Of course it’s mixed feel-
ings for us today,” said Evans. 
“Naturally you always want 
more. We knew the drivers’ 
title would be difficult but we 
wanted to try and win the rally. 
In the end we didn’t quite get 
it but congratulations to Seb 
and Julien on another fantas-
tic title and also on a fantastic 
career together. I want to thank 
everybody in the team, they’ve 
been working so hard, giving 
us fantastic equipment but 
also a fantastic atmosphere to 
work in.

Ogier will step back from full-
time driving next year and 
tackle a reduced number of 
events but WRC Rally Monza 
2021 will be Ingrassia’s final 
event.

“I just feel kind of empty right 
now because it’s always an 
exhausting season,” said a ju-
bilant Ogier, whose Monza win 
marked the 200th world rally 
win for French drivers with him 
and the legendary Sébast-
ien Loeb accounting for 133 of 
them. “We give so much into 
it. I really need to go to every 
single team member and give 
them my big thanks, because 
without them we are nothing. 
[Toyota] are world champions 
today as well, we are manu-
facturer, driver and co-driver 
champions.”

Ogier survived a massive final 
morning fright when he clipped 
a concrete barrier around 
the Monza roads. The impact 
took a chunk out of his front 



right tyre, but the Pirelli rubber 
remained inflated. His final cham-
pionship winning margin was 23 
points ahead of Evans. Their 1-2 
finish ensured a clean sweep of the 
major titles as Toyota also secured 
the manufacturers’ honours for the 
first time since 2018 after winning 
nine of the 12 rounds in the Cov-
id-19 affected 2021 season. Team 
boss Jari-Matti Latvala expressed 
his delight.

“We have been working so hard to 
claim the manufacturers’ cham-
pionship and the drivers’ and 
co-drivers’ championships all at 
the same time,” said Latvala, who 
was in his first season as team 
boss. “I am so grateful for the 
team: We have such a fantastic 
team with great people and the 
best drivers in the championship. 
I’m really proud of all the team 
members and the crews. What 
Seb and Julien have achieved in 
their careers is incredible. Elfyn 
and Scott did fantastically well to 
make it an exciting battle and a 
huge thank you to Kalle and Jonne 
for the role they played as well. In 
2018 I won the manufacturers’ title 
as a driver, and to do it again now 
as a team principal is a unique mo-
ment. This is also a brilliant way to 
finish this era with these cars, and 
to have won nine rallies this year is 
amazing.”

Dani Sordo completed the podium 
in his Hyundai i20 WRC, just 14s 
behind Evans after the Spaniard 
had demoted team-mate Thier-
ry Neuville on Saturday afternoon 
when the Belgian spun into a barri-
er. Neuville recovered and charged 
hard on Sunday taking the Power 
Stage win and the five points that 
go with it; he ended 10.7s adrift of 
Sordo in fourth.

Oliver Solberg certainly had a smile 
on his face come Sunday afternoon 
after taking a WRC career-best 
fifth place, despite stalling his i20 
WRC’s engine twice in the final 
stage. Teemu Suninen climbed up 
to sixth place in his i20 WRC af-
ter Takamoto Katsuta spun into a 
barrier and broke his Yaris’ front 
left suspension in the penultimate 
stage.

Katsuta still managed to battle 
on and finished in seventh, 15.7s 
ahead of M-Sport Ford’s Col-
in Greensmith who had a rather 
anonymous rally to finish eighth 
ahead of the final World Rally Car 
runner Kalle Rovanperä in ninth.

But perhaps the final words should 
come from Toyota team founder 
Akio Toyoda…

“It was like a dream for us at Toyo-
ta,” said a jubilant Toyoda. “I would 
like to thank both crews from the 
heart for making us feel like that. 
Seb and Julien, congratulations! I 
truly respect you for driving to the 
maximum until the end. Thank you 
so much. To secure the manufac-
turers’ title and have Seb and Elfyn 
freely fight at the same time: all 
team members tackled this final 
event together to achieve both. 

“It’s [also] thanks to Jari-Matti 
that the team was able to smile. 
Jari-Matti, who was also a driv-
er, is a leader who always puts 
drivers first. I think all the drivers 
were able to finish the season with 
smiles because all the judgements 
were made from a driver’s point of 
view. He hates to lose. He does as 
much as I do, or maybe more than I 
do. I believe his judgements based 
on this ‘hate-to-lose’ mind-set 
made the team strong.”

(Top) Ogier tackles the 
steep banked curves at 

Monza

(Right) Greensmith 
tackles the hairpin



WINNERS

RESULT

POS DRIVER PTS

1 S. Ogier 230

2 E. Evans 207

3 T. Neuville 176

4 K. Rovanpera 142

5 O. Tanak 128

6 D. Sordo 81

7 T. Katsuta 78

8 C. Breen 76

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

S. OGIER & J. INGRASSIA

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 S. Ogier / J. Ingrassia Toyota Yaris WRC +2:39.08.6

2 E. Evans / S. Martin Toyota Yaris WRC +7.3

3 D. Sordo / C. Carrera Hyundai i20 Coupe +21.3

4 T. Neuville / M. Wydaeghe Hyundai i20 Coupe +32.0

5 O. Solberg / E. Edmondson Hyundai i20 Coupe +1:32.0

6 T. Suninen / M. Markkula Hyundai i20 Coupe +2:22.6

7 T. Katsuta / A. Johnston Toyota Yaris WRC +2:34.5

8 G. Greensmith / J. Andersson M-Sport Ford Fiesta +2:50.2

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Toyota 552

2 Hyundai 463

3 M-Sport 200

4 Hyundai 2C 68

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 T. Neuville / M. Wydaeghe Hyundai i20 Coupe 10:04.4

2 T. Katsuta / A. Johnston Hyundai i20 Coupe +3.4

2 D. Sordo / C. Carrera Hyundai i20 Coupe +3.5

4 E. Evans / S. Martin Toyota Yaris WRC +3.5

5 S. Ogier / J. Ingrassia Toyota Yaris WRC +3.8

POWER STAGE RESULT

POS DRIVER CAR GAP

1 A. Crugnola / P. Ometto Hyundai i20 N +9:06.9

2 Y. Rossel / J. Renucci Citroen C2 +9:10.9

5 K. Kajetanowicz / M. Szcepaniak Skoda Fabia Evo +9:14.0

RALLY 2/3 RESULT

OVERALL RESULT



SNAPSHOT

Greensmith takes 
the scenic route

Solberg kicks 
up some gravel

Toyota celebrate 
the title



 

TOP        SHOT
Fourmaux attacks the opening 

stage under the lights



EXCLUSIVE 
PIPO DERANI’S 

EMOTIONAL ROAD 
TO THE IMSA TITLE

When Whelen Engineering Racing captured the DPi title in the IMSA 
WeatherTech Sportscar Championship after a heart-stopping conclusion 
to Motul Petit Le Mans, the emotions were hard to hold back for one of 

its star drivers. After multiple near misses and a deeply disappointing 
end to a tough 2020 campaign, it was clear that finally capturing the 

championship meant a lot for Pipo Derani.

I N S I G H T
WORDS DAVEY EUWEMA



“It was a fantastic moment in 
my career because I’ve had 
such a difficult end to last sea-
son, fighting for a champion-
ship that did not materialize,” 
Derani explained to Motorsport 
Monday. “Then the beginning 
of this year was difficult again, 
but we never stopped believ-
ing. To finally be crowned the 
champion and look back on all 
those hard moments, not only 
from the beginning of the sea-
son and last season but the 
years since I started in go-karts 
and all the efforts that my 
family and my father put into 
making me a professional race 

car driver. You look back and 
there’s all these emotions go-
ing on. I couldn’t hold it but I’m 
really proud of the moments 
that we achieved as a team 
together.”

The outcome of Petit Le Mans 
for Derani this year could not 
have been more different than 
the equally dramatic conclu-
sion to last year’s ten-hour 
race, which resulted in a colli-
sion between Derani and Ricky 
Taylor in the closing stages 
- both drivers ended up in the
gravel. A month later, at the
postponed 12 Hours of Sebring,

the Brazilian definitively ended 
the team’s title hopes after a 
collision with the wall follow-
ing a botched pass in the early 
stages of the race, resulting in 
suspension damage.

It meant a bitter end that, 
amidst the onset of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, had al-
ready been a challenging cam-
paign for the 28-year-old. His 
team-mate Felipe Nasr con-
tracted Covid-19 prior to the 
resumption of the champion-
ship at Daytona, forcing Derani 
to team up with Gabby Chaves 
until Nasr recovered.

Derani is argu-
ably one of the 
fastest drivers ac-
tive in the DPi cat-
egory. His speed is 
paired with an aggressive 
driving style, which has led 
to broadcaster Shea Adam’s 
oft-repeated call for fans to 
‘stand back from the fences’ 
whenever the Sao Paulo na-
tive is seen climbing into the 
cockpit of the bright red #31 
Cadillac DPi-VR during races. 
It’s a style that has led to a fair 
share of success with 12 race 
wins and counting, including 

“
YOU LOOK BACK AND 

THERE’S ALL THESE 
EMOTIONS GOING ON. I 
COULDN’T HOLD IT BUT 

I’M REALLY PROUD OF 
THE MOMENTS THAT 

WE ACHIEVED AS A 
TEAM TOGETHER

I N S I G H T



some of the biggest endur-
ance races in the world, but 
as the end to the previous 
campaign shows, it doesn’t 
always pay off. As he him-
self admits, the conclusion to 
2020 convinced him to push 
the reset button and bounce 
back stronger from a year of 
adversity.

“I’ve worked really hard on 
myself as a person,” he said. 
“I have worked really, really 
hard to try and learn from my 
mistakes. I don’t think [Petit 
Le Mans] last year was my 
mistake, we got taken out of 
the race. At Sebring at the end 
of the championship, I made 
a mistake. I really put myself 
together and worked really 
hard to overcome some of my 

personal limits and become 
a better driver and a better 
person. I think I was able to do 
that and having the champi-
onship, despite not necessar-
ily being something to prove 
myself that I did get better, 
really is a crown that I will 
look back on and say ‘okay, 
you proved yourself as a per-
son and as a driver and here 
you go, you’ve got the cham-
pionship.’ Last year, like I said, 
was really difficult but nothing 
like living one day after the 
other and working hard. If you 
work hard, it will eventually 
pay off.”

‘A fantastic time’ with Nasr

The conclusion of the 2021 
also marks the end to one 

of IMSA’s most popular and 
successful driver pairings be-
tween Derani and Felipe Nasr. 
Derani has been paired with 
the ex-F1 racer since 2019, 
when he joined the reign-
ing champions from Extreme 
Speed Motorsports follow-
ing the closure of its doors. 
After three seasons together, 
Nasr has left the team. He is 
strongly linked to a role within 
Porsche’s upcoming factory 
LMDh programme. 

For Derani and Nasr, who had 
won the 12 Hours of Sebring, 
Petit Le Mans and the Michelin 
Endurance Cup together, the 
overall DPi title was the one 
thing still left on the table for 
the Brazilian duo.

I REALLY PUT MYSELF 
TOGETHER AND WORKED 

REALLY HARD TO 
OVERCOME SOME OF 

MY PERSONAL LIMITS 
AND BECOME A BETTER 

DRIVER AND PERSON

“

Overwhelmed by 
emotions

I N S I G H T

The #31 Cadillac has been consistently 
strong throughout the season



“It definitely was very satis-
fying to be able to close the 
chapter as the champions,” 
Derani spoke of Nasr. “Once 
we started working together 
we were really competitive 
in the first year and we came 
just short of winning the over-
all championship. We won the 
Endurance Cup, but not the 
overall championship. Last 
year was a little bit difficult, 
Felipe missed one race. So 
to close this chapter with a 
championship means a lot to 
us. Many regarded us as one 
of the strongest pairings in the 
championship, so to not win 
a championship would have 
been difficult for us. It really 
is great to look back and see 
that the hard work paid off on 
track with this fantastic team 
that we raced with. A group of 
people which really became a 
family for both of us and now I 
wish Felipe all the best for his 
future with other teams and 
other manufacturers. Looking 
back, I think it has been a fan-
tastic time.”

The cherry on the cake

After six years racing in IMSA, 
Derani has developed into one 
of the most decorated driv-
ers on the grid. He started 
sportscar racing in 2014 and 
after a year in the FIA World 
Endurance Championship, 
he signed with ESM for 2016. 
Since then, he’s won the Rolex 
24 at Daytona, the 12 Hours 
of Sebring and Petit Le Mans 

twice, the Endurance Cup and 
now the overall championship. 
When he’s reminded of his 
impressive track record in the 
series so far, Derani is hum-
bled and is quick to credit the 
people around him for their 
part in his success.

“It’s incredible. Thank you for 
reminding me,” he says. “It 
didn’t come easy. The big-
gest lesson is that I wouldn’t 
have achieved so much on my 
own. There’s so many people 
involved, so many aspects of 
the sports that help you suc-
ceed. So all that success is not 
only myself. It’s the team, it’s 
my family, the car and so on. 
Honestly, it’s very special to 
look back. The championship 
is what really was missing, 
because I had won Daytona, 
Sebring, Petit Le Mans and 
the Endurance Cup, but the 
championship was missing. 
When I came into the Action 
Express team, most of the 
guys who came into the team 
became champions. I had that 
in the back of my mind, think-
ing ‘when is it going to come?’ 
That might take five years, it 
might take ten years, it might 
take one year, like with Felipe 
- the first year he came into
the team he won the cham-
pionship. I just kept working 
hard and I’m glad that it came. 
That was the cherry on top of 
the cake after all of the other 
successes.”

I WISH FELIPE ALL THE 
BEST FOR HIS FUTURE. 
LOOKING BACK, I 
THINK IT HAS BEEN A 
FANTASTIC TIME

“
I N S I G H T
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CETILAR RACING MOVES TO MICHELIN EN-
DURANCE CUP
Race-winning WEC squad Cetilar 
Racing have announced that 
they will take part in the IMSA 
Michelin Endurance Cup in 2022 
with a single-car GTD effort. 
The American effort will act as 
a stopgap for the team’s WEC 
operation, to which it will not 
return next year.

The Italian team will return to 
Daytona and contest the 12 
Hours of Sebring, 6 Hours of 
Watkins Glen and Petit Le Mans. 
The #47 Ferrari 488 GT3 Evo will 
be driven by Roberto Lacorte, 
Giorgio Sernagiotto and Antonio 
Fuoco. For the 2022 running of 
the Florida endurance classic, 
the trio will be joined by newly 
minted Ferrari factory driver 
Alessio Rovera. Rovera will be 
making his IMSA debut.

“The decision to participate 
in the four most important 
endurance races of the IMSA 
championship next year is 
the result of several factors,” 

Lacorte said. “The first and 
most important being the desire 
to live a new championship 
as protagonists. For Cetilar 
Racing it will be a high-level, 
stimulating challenge, rich in 
history, tradition, and interest.
The 24 Hours of Daytona of last 
January, which we took part in 
with the LMP2 prototype, was a 
very nice experience that left a 
sour taste in our mouths.

“We therefore promised 
ourselves that we would come 
back, and in doing so we 
decided to extend our presence 
to the other great classics of the 
star-spangled calendar, which 
we look forward to facing in a 
very competitive category such 
as GTD. I want to highlight that 
ours is not a farewell to the FIA 
World Endurance Championship, 
but only a goodbye. Finally, I 
warmly welcome Alessio Rovera, 
a young and undoubtedly 
talented driver, who will join us 
for the Daytona race.”

GRASSER ANNOUNCES FOUR-CAR LAMBORGHINI DTM EFFORT 
GRT Grasser Racing Team 
will join DTM in 2022 with a 
four-car, factory supported 
Lamborghini GT3 effort. The 
Austrian outfit will field four 
Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evos 
in the championship, which 
kicks off at Portimao at the 
end of April. The switch means 
that the team’s existing efforts 
in other series, including the 
IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship, will be 
discontinued.

“DTM is something really big in 
motorsport, something I have 
been following intensely myself 
for over 20 years,” said team 
principal Gottfried Grasser. 
“The entire package is making 
DTM the premier class in GT3 
racing. The media figures 
are impressive and we have 
seen in 2021 that innovative 
solutions such as the BoP, 

Balance of Performance, are 
working well in DTM. It is all 
very professional.

“Campaigning four cars in 
one of the world’s most 
thrilling and most popular race 
series is a great challenge 
that we are delighted to be 
taking on. I would like to 
thank Lamborghini Squadra 
Corse for its unbelievable 
support in this project. From 
now on, our full focus is on 
DTM, we will be ending all 
our other involvements. One 
can only do DTM with utmost 
concentration. Our goal is to 
be well up front in the first 
year already and deliver a 
professional package. The 
gaps are unbelievably small, 
everything has to be spot-on.”

Grasser Racing Team 
previously was a steady 

presence in American and 
European enduros, notably 
taking back-to-back class 
victories at the Rolex 24 at 
Daytona in 2018 and 2019. Its 
programmes in other notable 
series, including the ADAC 
GT Masters and GT World 
Challenge Europe will also be 
scrapped.

With the switch to DTM, the 
team becomes the second 
squad to field Lamborghini’s 
V10-powered Huracan in the 
series after T3 Motorsports 
raced in the season last year 
with Esteban Muth and Esmee 
Hawkey.

The Italian 
moves stateside

Huge news 
for DTM



Team WRT is planning 
to field two cars in the 
FIA World Endurance 
Championship in 2022 
after its title-winning rookie 
season, according to team 
principal Vincent Vosse. 

SRO has resolved the 
date clash between the 
Bathurst 12 Hours and the 
Super Sebring weekend. 
The Australian classic will 
now take place three weeks 
earlier on February 25-27.

Alessio Rovera has been 
added to Ferrari’s factory 
driver roster. The Italian 
starred in his debut season 
in the FIA WEC, where he 
won the GTE Am world title 
alongside Francois Perodo 
and Nicklas Nielsen.

Porsche has pulled the cover 
off its new GT4 challenger, 
the Porsche 718 Cayman 
GT4 RS Clubsport. The car 
will be available for use in 
GT4 series around the world 
for the start of the coming 
season.

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS MEYER SHANK RACING ANNOUNCES 2022 
DPI LINE-UPCAR

Meyer Shank Racing has 
unveiled its full line-up for 
the 2022 IMSA WeatherTech 
Sportscar Championship. The 
Ohio-based squad has signed 
the duo of Oliver Jarvis and 
Tom Blomqvist to contest 
the full season, while four-
time Indy 500 winner Helio 
Castroneves returns to the 
team as the third driver for the 
endurance rounds.

The team confirmed its 
line-up in three separate 
announcements spread 
throughout the week. Jarvis, 
announced first on Tuesday, 
joins MSR after a four-year 
stint with Mazda Motorsports 
that saw the Briton most 
recently win Petit Le Mans in 
the final race for Mazda’s DPi 
programme.

Blomqvist, meanwhile, is new 
to DPi racing. Announced on 
Wednesday, the 27-year-old 
returns to IMSA for the first 

time since 2019, when he 
was a part of BMW’s factory 
GTLM operation. The son of 
rally legend Stig Blomqvist 
spent 2021 racing with JOTA 
in the FIA World Endurance 
Championship, notably 
finishing second in a close 
finish at the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans.

Castroneves also formed 
part of the team’s endurance 
line-up for Petit Le Mans. 
The popular Brazilian won 
his fourth Indy 500 with MSR 
earlier in the year and will 
complete the full IndyCar 
season with the team in 
2022 alongside his IMSA 
commitments. Castroneves 
holds six race wins aboard 
the Acura DPi, including the 
Rolex 24 at Daytona and won 
the 2020 IMSA title with Team 
Penske.

PAUL MILLER RACING PARTS WAYS WITH LAMBORGHINI
IMSA GTD frontrunners Paul 
Miller Racing have announced 
an end to their partnership 
with Lamborghini after six 
seasons, ahead of a likely 
switch to BMW for the 2022 
campaign. The team began 
campaigning Lamborghini’s 
V10-powered Huracan GT3 
machinery in the 2016 season, 
making the switch from Audi. 
In the years that followed, it 
recorded class victories in the 
Rolex 24 at Daytona and 12 
Hours of Sebring, as well as 
the GTD title in 2018 and the 
Michelin Endurance Cup in 
2020. The team also scored 10 
pole positions and a total of 25 
podiums.

“Our relationship with 
Lamborghini since 2016 has 

assisted us in achieving some 
of our greatest successes to 
date,” team owner Paul Miller 
said. “I want to thank them for 
that partnership over the last 
six years, and thank them for 
all the hardware we’ve been 
able to take home on the team, 
driver and manufacturer side!”
The New Jersey-based 
squad’s title attempt during 
last weekend’s Petit Le Mans 
ended in tears, coming up 
short after suffering damage 
following contact with an LMP3 
car.

“We thank Paul Miller Racing, 
the entire crew and last 
but not least Madison and 
Bryan, for the extraordinary 
job done with our Huracan 
GT3,” commented Head of 

Lamborghini Motorsport, 
Giorgio Sanna. “They all have 
massively contributed to our 
achievements and important 
milestones for Lamborghini 
Squadra Corse. We are grateful 
for their partnership over the 
last six seasons and we wish 
all the best for their future”

The team now looks set 
to switch to the new BMW 
M4 GT3 in 2022. The team 
has updated its initial 
statement about its split from 
Lamborghini to state that 
it will campaign the Munich 
brand’s new GT3 challenger 
next season. Further 
announcements for the 2022 
season “will be made in the 
coming months”.

A strong line-up for 
Meyer Shank Racing

An end to one of IMSA’s 
strongest partnerships



 

TOP        SHOT
Rallying above the clouds in the 

Italian mountains



Dear Carla...
By Claire Millins

Dear Aunty Carla,

Why does everyone pick on me? I just can’t seem to do anything 

right.

I am doing my best, but I’ve got seriously big shoes to fill. Charlie 

was an integral part of F1 and it’s difficult trying to fill the void he 

left. What doesn’t help is the divas on the pitwall, Team Principals 

AND Sporting Directors, getting in my ear when I’m trying to con-

centrate on the race.

I know they have a job to do, but so do I. And that’s to ensure fair 

and safe racing. Do I tell them how to do their jobs? No. So why 

do they think it’s reasonable to get on the blower every five min-

utes to tell me how to do mine? I do know how the rules work, you 

know.

I need to able 
stamp my au-
thority on the se-
ries to show I’m 
not a pushover. 
Do you have any 
advice on how to 
do this?

Thanks, Michael

Luck and new beginnings...

Dear Michael,

I can fully sympathise with your predicament. 
All in all, it’s been a rather trying year, hasn’t it? 
And it’s such a shame that inter-team squab-
bles, back-biting and politics have spilled over 
to mar the enjoyment of what has been a rather 
exciting season of racing.

As for ‘stamping your authority’, well, that de-
pends on your point of view. Do you want power 
or authority?

Jacques Maritain famously said: “Authority and 
power are two different things: power is the 
force by means of which you can oblige others 
to obey you. Authority is the right to direct and 
command, to be listened to or obeyed by others. 
Authority requests power. Power without authority is tyranny.” 

Your job gives you the authority to make decisions, and it’s these decisions and actions that will 
earn you the respect I feel you crave.

What certainly doesn’t help your cause is to delay decisions, or even in the case of the recent 
Brazilian Grand Prix, make a decision not to investigate something even though you are not in 
possession of all the facts. Or in this case, the missing onboard video footage. Gone are the days 
of delaying decisions. We live in the social media age where people want everything at the click of 
a button.

Yes, you need to look at all the facts, and you should look at all the facts before making a deci-
sion. But remember, if you want that respect, those decisions need to be informed, unbiased and 
given as soon as is humanly possible. If other motorsport series can make snap decisions without 
waiting until after the race to do so, then surely this is something F1 could and should be doing.

We’ve only got a couple of races until the end of this season, so why not take the opportunity 
over the winter break to introduce 
new processes and procedures. 
After all the sign of a good leader 
is to make changes for the better. 
And what better way to herald your 
‘reign’ than to make changes that 
will benefit everyone?

Hope that helps
Aunty Carla xXx
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ROUSH FENWAY REBRANDS WITH KESE-
LOWSKI ADDITION

Roush Fenway Racing has 
announced a robust rebranding 
strategy that will see the 
organization change its official 
name to Roush Fenway 
Keselowski Racing [going by 
RFK Racing]. The team unveiled 
a new branding campaign 
and all new marks at a recent 
media luncheon at Charlotte 
Motor Speedway. The branding 
includes a new organizational 
logo structure, as well as a 
rebranding of the team’s iconic 
#6 mark.
 
“We are excited about this 
next chapter in our team’s 
history,” RFK Racing President 
Steve Newmark said. “For our 
whole team, it has been vitally 
important to spend time and 
energy around this process 
to capture the right message 
about who we are as we move 
forward as an organization.” 
 
In addition, the change to the 
#6 Cup imagery is the first in 
two decades, signifying the 
team’s launch into a new era of 
success and performance.
 
“Today’s announcement 
is more than a fancy new 
logo,” Keselowski said. “It’s 
an acknowledgment to 

our heritage, a renewed 
commitment to our people and 
a stake in the ground that says 
we are here to operate top-
tier race teams in the sport of 
NASCAR for decades to come. 
I’m thrilled to be a part of this 
next chapter with Jack Roush 
and John Henry.”
 
RFK Racing will field two 
NASCAR Cup cars in 2022, with 
NASCAR and perennial Cup 
contender Brad Keselowski 
taking part ownership in 
the team, while piloting the 
team’s #6 Ford Mustang. Chris 
Buescher returns to pilot the 
#17 Ford. The team announced 
earlier this month that veteran 
crew chief Matt McCall will call 
the shots for Keselowski and 
the #6 team.
 
Scott Graves will lead the #17 
team and Buescher in 2022. 
The duo of Buescher and 
Graves combined to win the 
2015 NASCAR Xfinity Series 
championship and were paired 
together again for the final 
five races of the 2021 season, 
scoring three finishes of 12th or 
better, including a pair of top 
10s and a third-place finish at 
the Charlotte Motor Speedway 
Roval.

JOHNSON TO CONTEST 2022 RACE OF CHAMPIONS

Seven-time NASCAR champion 
and IndyCar convert Jimmie 
Johnson will take part in the 
2022 Race of Champions 
world final from Pite Havsbad, 
Sweden. This will be Johnson’s 
first time participating in the 
event since 2007, and he will 
team up with fellow American 
Travis Pastrana for the Nations 
Cup portion of the event.

Johnson’s inaugural ROC event 
was in Gran Canaria, Spain in 
2002, when he teamed up with 
Jeff Gordon as the first NASCAR 
drivers to take part in the 
event. This year’s event, taking 
place just 60 miles south of 
the Arctic Circle, will bring new 
challenges with multiple events 
scheduled on snow and ice.

“Gran Canaria was dirt, and 
I don’t think the other guys 

knew how much dirt racing 
Jeff [Gordon] and I had in our 
backgrounds,” Johnson said. 
“I don’t think many expected 
me to run well or even knew 
who I was for that matter. To 
win the ROC Nation’s Cup, was 
something really unique. The 
only event where I represented 
my country. I’ve been able to 
accomplish a lot in my career, 
but that’s the only experience 
I’ve had like that. I’m really 
looking forward to returning to 
ROC and competing with Travis 
[Pastrana]. He’s a tremendous 
talent and we have such fun 
competing together. Hopefully 
we can go have some fun and 
success on the snow and ice.”

The Race of Champions was 
started in 1988 and has taken 
place in many different iconic 
locations throughout the years. 

The upcoming 2022 event 
features multiple vehicles 
running on electricity and 
sustainable fuels, including 
the 1000 Horsepower FC1-X 
Supercar and the new Porsche 
718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport. 
Johnson joins other world-
class drivers, including Mika 
Hakkinen, Valtteri Bottas, 
Sebastien Loeb, and Petter 
Solberg, with additional drivers 
due to be announced in the 
coming weeks.

The Nations Cup and Race of 
Champions events will take 
place on February 5-6, 2022, 
three weeks before the IndyCar 
season-opener from St. 
Petersburg, Florida.

Johnson will race against legendary 
drivers from many different series

The team will 
have a new 

name in 2022



23XI Racing recently 
announced its NASCAR 
Cup crew chief line-up for 
the 2022 season. Robert 
“Bootie” Barker will continue 
with Darrell “Bubba” Wallace 
Jr., moving from interim to 
full-time crew chief. Billy 
Scott joins the team as the 
crew chief of the #45 Toyota 
Camry TRD with Kurt Busch. 

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS QUALI, PRACTICE RETURN TO WEEKEND SCHEDULES

NASCAR last week announced 
the return of practice and 
qualifying to race weekends 
in 2022, with knockout-style 
qualifying format setting 
the starting line-up for each 
NASCAR Cup Series race.The 
announcement comes after 
nearly two seasons with race 
weekends largely held without 
practice or qualifying – a 
procedure born out of necessity 
to reduce travel days and on-
site personnel while navigating 
the Covid-19 pandemic. In 
2022, all events across all three 
NASCAR national series are 
scheduled to include qualifying.
 
“NASCAR is excited to return 
practice and qualifying to 
its race weekends,” NASCAR 
Senior Vice President of 
Competition Scott Miller said. 
“We missed seeing cars and 
trucks on track all weekend 
long, and so did our fans. 
We worked closely with our 
broadcast partners, teams 
and racetracks to create an 
exciting, unique qualifying 
format, while keeping several 
of the efficiencies that helped 
our entire industry successfully 

navigate the pandemic.”
 
For a majority of the NASCAR 
Cup Series schedule, the field 
will be split into two groups 
and participate in a practice 
and qualifying event that will 
last approximately two hours. 
The two-hour window will allow 
broadcast partners ample time 
and ability to cover the entire 
field.
 
During six NASCAR Cup Series 
weekends, five NASCAR Xfinity 
Series weekends and eight 
NASCAR Camping World Truck 
Series weekends, NASCAR 
will implement an extended 
practice weekend schedule, 
which will feature one 
standalone 50-minute practice 
as well as a qualifying event.
 
Daytona International 
Speedway’s Speedweeks and 
the lead-up to the Daytona 
500 will employ the extended 
practice format for all three 
series. The Busch Pole Award 
qualifying for the Daytona 500 
is scheduled for Wednesday, 
Februrary 16, 2022.

VANDOORNE AND DE VRIES SET FOR MAIDEN INDYCAR TEST
Reigning Formula E World 
Champion Nyck de Vries is set 
to make his IndyCar test debut 
for Meyer Shank Racing at 
Sebring International Raceway 
on December 6. He will be 
joined by Stoffel Vandoorne, 
who will be running the same 
test session with Arrow McLaren 
SP.  Both Mercedes-linked 
drivers will have their skills 
tested as they learn the new car 
around one of the oldest and 
bumpiest circuits in America. 

De Vries has been fulfilling 
his role as Mercedes’ Formula 
1 reserve driver after he 
clinched the Formula E 
championship at the season-
ending doubleheader in Berlin. 
The Dutchman also has also 
been competing in the World 
Endurance Championship with 
Racing Team Nederland and 
G-Drive in the LMP2 category.

Vandoorne drove for McLaren 

in F1 for three seasons from 
2016 to 2018 and has worked 
closely with de Vries as the 
current Mercedes F1 test driver. 
The history Vandoorne has with 
McLaren has helped put his 
name forward for the upcoming 
IndyCar test with Arrow 
McLaren SP.

AMSP has been evaluating 
multiple drivers in the past 
couple months, including Nico 
Hulkenburg in late October. The 
eventual goal for the team is to 
find a driver and sponsorship 
in order to expand to a three-
car team as early as the middle 
of the 2022 season. For now, 
however, Vandoorne’s test is 
a one-off session as both he 
and the team evaluate mutual 
interest and options for the 
future. AMSP’s current driver 
line-up of Pato O’Ward and Felix 
Rosenqvist has already been 
confirmed to be unchanged for 
next season.

Meyer Shank Racing, on the 
other hand, recently expanded 
its IndyCar outfit to two full-
time cars, and has already 
contracted the services of four-
time Indianapolis 500 winner 
Helio Castroneves and Simon 
Pagenaud, who moved across 
from Team Penske to fill the 
void left by Jack Harvey. 

“MSR is the reigning Indy 500 
winner, so it’s an absolute 
honour to be testing with them,” 
de Vries said. “It will be my first 
time getting to experience any 
sort of racing and testing in 
the US. I have been following 
IndyCar for a while and I’ve 
always been curious as to what 
it would be like. Racing in the US 
is really raw and appealing to 
me so I’m really looking forward 
to this new experience and 
seeing where it can take us.”

Neither Vandoorne nor de Vries 
has tested an IndyCar before

Practice and qualifying 
are returning to 

NASCAR next year



AMANDA ON NASCAR
New winners and HMS 
dominance highlight 
the first half of 2021

The first half of the 
2021 NASCAR Cup 
Series season kicked 
off with a couple of 
feel-good stories in 

the form of first-time win-
ners. After Kyle Busch won 
the Clash exhibition race 
and Aric Almirola and Austin 
Dillon claimed wins in Duel 
Daytona 500 qualifying rac-
es, the season-opening race 
week at Daytona International 
Speedway culminated in 
the official season-opening 
Daytona 500 on Valentine’s 
Day. With the first official race 
and, arguably, the largest race 
of the season falling on the 
holiday that celebrates love, 
it seemed fitting that the car 
sponsored by Love’s Travel 
Center parked in victory lane 
after the race. Driving the 
car to the win on NASCAR’s 
biggest stage was Michael 
McDowell. McDowell wasn’t a 
stranger to finishing close to 
the front in Cup Series races 
at Daytona and Talladega 
Superspeedway. But the 2021 
Daytona 500 not only marked 
McDowell’s first-career Cup 
Series win, it produced only 

his second win in any of 
NASCAR’s national series.

“How crazy is that? Yeah, 
you guys all know, it’s been a 
tough road for me. I’ve had to 
spend a lot of years grinding it 
out, but I finally have felt like 
this last four years have been 
— just been more competitive 
and greater opportunities with 
Front Row and Bob Jenkins,” 
McDowell said after the race. 
“Daytona has been so good to 
us that we’ve been in the top-
10; we’ve been in the top-five; 
we’ve been close. The last 
lap, there’s been times where 
I’ve made the wrong choice, 
wrong lane and pushed the 
wrong guy, and it’s just so 
hard to get in position and 
to do it, and to get my first 
Cup win at Daytona is just 
unbelievable.”

For the first time in NASCAR 
history, the Cup Series ran its 
first two races at Daytona, as 
it followed the Daytona 500 
weekend with another date 
at the Daytona International 
Speedway. The series took on 
the road course for the first 

time the previous year when 
the Covid-19 pandemic re-
sulted in schedule and venue 
shuffling, but the 2021 sea-
son included the first planned 
race at the Daytona road 
course. And just as the oval 
produced a first-time winner 
a week earlier, the facility’s 
road course saw its own Cup 
Series first-time winner in 
Christopher Bell.

While the early season includ-
ed new drivers in victory lane, 
a series veteran car owner, 
Rick Hendrick, witnessed his 
team in the winner’s circle 
early and often, beginning 
with a second-career win for 
William Byron at Homestead-
Miami Speedway in the third 
race of the season. In all, HMS 
would win exactly half [nine] 
of the 18 points paying races 
in the first half of the season, 
beginning with two-straight 
— Byron’s win at Homestead 
and eventual 2021 cham-
pion Kyle Larson notching his 
first of 10 wins in 2021 at Las 
Vegas Motor Speedway.

“It feels good. I guess I didn’t 

know if I’d ever have an oppor-
tunity to win a NASCAR race 
again,” Larson said after his first 
win following a nearly season-
long suspension in 2020. “To 
get this awesome opportunity 
with Hendrick Motorsports and 
Mr. H taking a massive chance 
on me, then, going out there 
and being strong all year, it’s 
been great.”
By the halfway point of the sea-
son, which came in the middle 
of a weekend doubleheader at 
Pocono Raceway in June, all 
four Hendrick drivers managed 

wins. Byron and defending se-
ries champion Chase Elliott col-
lected one win apiece in the first 
half of the season, with Elliott’s 
first win coming at NASCAR’s 
first race at the Circuit of the 
Americas in May.

Meanwhile, Larson and Bowman 
led the way for HMS in the first 
half of the season, Bowman 
with three wins and Larson with 
four in his first year with the 
Hendrick organization. Bowman 
became the first repeat winner 
for HMS and the second re-

peat winner overall in 2021 with 
wins at Richmond Raceway and 
Dover International Speedway. 
He claimed his third win of the 
season, closing out its first half, 
in the first of the two Pocono 
races.

Bowman’s win at Pocono not 
only closed the first half of the 
season, it also was the last 
in a string of six-consecutive 
Hendrick Motorsports victories. 
While Bowman’s Pocono win ex-
tended the Hendrick streak one 
more race, it snapped a three-W
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Michael McDowell 
celebrates Valentine’s 
Day by winning the 
2021 Daytona 500



race winning streak by Larson. 
That streak included wins in 
the Coca-Cola 600 at Charlotte 
Motor Speedway, Sonoma 
Raceway and the inaugural 
Cup Series race at Nashville 
Superspeedway, the first race 
for NASCAR’s top series in the 
Nashville area since 1984.

Also sandwiched among 
Larson’s three-straight wins 
was a victory in the NASCAR-
All Star Race, a feat fitting for 
the eventual season wins lead-
er and champion.

While Hendrick and Larson 
dominated the season’s first 
half, drivers other than the 
aforementioned McDowell and 
Bell found success in the first 
18 races. As a matter-of-fact, 
Joe Gibbs Racing driver Martin 
Truex Jr. was the first repeat 
winner of the season with vic-

tories at Phoenix Raceway 
in March at Martinsville 
Speedway in April. By the 
halfway point of the season, 
Truex’s wins tally matched 
Bowman’s tally of three, 
also with a win at Darlington 
Raceway.

Meanwhile, another JGR driver, 
perennial championship con-
tender Denny Hamlin domi-
nated the position atop the 
points standings throughout 
not only most of the first half 
of the season, but also the bulk 
of the 26-race regular season. 
Hamlin’s lengthy stay atop 
the standings came despite a 
win in the regular season, and 
he didn’t claim his first of two 
2021 race wins until the onset 
of the playoffs in the last 10 
races of the season. Hamlin 
was the only JGR driver who 
failed to win in the first 18 rac-

es, as Kyle Busch joined Bell 
and Truex with a win at Kansas 
Speedway.

Hamlin wasn’t alone in going 
winless through a bulk of the 
2021 season after a fruitful 
2020, though. Kevin Harvick, 
who won a series-leading nine 
races the previous season, not 
only was winless in the first 
half of 2021, he also ended the 
season winless for the first 
time since 2009.

Truex was the only driver 
from outside the Hendrick 
Motorsports camp to post mul-
tiple wins in the first half of the 
season. Other drivers winning 
in the first 18 races included 
the Team Penske trio of Ryan 
Blaney, Joey Logano and Brad 
Keselowski. Blaney and Logano 
combined for two-straight 
Penske wins, beginning with a 

Racing gets 
dirty at Bristol 
Motor Speedway

William Byron celebrates a 
second-career NASCAR Cup 

Series win at Homestead-
Miami Speedway

Denny Hamlin leads the points 
standings throughout the first half of 
the 2021 NASCAR Cup Series season

Brad Keselowski wins the Geico 
500 at Talladega Superspeedway

Kyle Larson claims his first 
win with Hendrick Motorsports 
at Las Vegas Motor Speedway



Blaney win at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway.

Following Atlanta, the Cup 
Series traveled to a famil-
iar venue, Bristol Motor 
Speedway, but the race was 
dramatically different. Dirt 
was dumped on top of the 
usual concrete surface for 

the first dirt race for the Cup 
Series since the early-1970s. 
Even though there were 
drivers in the race with dirt-
racing experience, includ-
ing dirt-racing ace Larson, 
the inexperienced Logano 
was the victor at the end of 
the day. Keselowski notched 
Team Penske’s third win of 

the season three races later 
at Talladega Superspeedway.

Come back next week to 
check out a rundown of the 
second half of the 36-race 
2021 NASCAR Cup Series 
season.

Martin 
Truex Jr. 
wins at 
Martinsville

Joey Logano 
wins on dirt at 
Bristol Motor 
Speedway.
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M QUARTARARO: YAMAHA ‘NEED MORE 
STEPS’ WITH 2022 M1

Fabio Quartararo has 
challenged Yamaha to make 
further gains with its M1 
machine after sampling the 
2022 evolution of the bike in 
the two-day Jerez post-season 
test.

The 2021 MotoGP world 
champion suffered a tough final 
part of the year as Ducati-as 
well as Honda’s Marc Marquez-
came to the fore and more 
often than not outpaced the 
Frenchman, his last victory 
coming at the British Grand 
Prix at Silverstone in August as 
Francesco Bagnaia won four of 
the final six encounters.  

Despite ultimately wrapping 
up a maiden title with two 
rounds to spare thanks to an 
ultra-consistent campaign, 
Quartararo was vocal across 
the final few weekends on the 
need for Yamaha to make gains 
with the power output from its 
prototype.

“It’s been a busy day because 
we tested many things, 
though we still didn’t really 

find something positive,” rued 
Quartararo. “We need to see 
what happened today because 
the laptime with the new bike 
was really similar to the old 
one, and the feeling was a bit 
better with the old one.

“We still have the winter and 
Yamaha knows what they need 
to do to improve a lot so I hope 
we’ll be 100% focussed on the 
things we asked for. We are 
missing power, top speed more 
than anything and we also 
have a lot of wheelie compared 
to the other bikes and the rear 
grip is not the best so that’s the 
three things I’m looking at for 
next year.

“The Misano (test) engine was 
the first base (of 2022 engine), 
this is exactly the same engine 
as it was there so of course this 
is not enough, we need much 
more power to fight and we 
need more steps.”

TOP STORY

Iker Lecuona says he 
“started to cry” ahead of 
his final race in MotoGP 
in Valencia last weekend, 
admitting that “it’s tough to 
say goodbye to GP after two 
years.”

Fabio Quartararo says that 
Valentino Rossi “will be my 
idol forever” as the Italian 
waved goodbye to the 
MotoGP paddock following 
the Valencia Grand Prix for a 
career in cars.

NEWS HIGHLIGHTSRINS CRASH DUE TO HAVING TO ‘RIDE 
AT THE LIMIT OF THE SUZUKI’
Alex Rins reckons he will 
be able to “ride better” in 
2022 if Suzuki can bring 
improvements to its GSX-
RR package, admitting he 
currently has to “ride at the 
limit.”

Suzuki endured a relatively 
tough 2021 season compared 
to its 2020 campaign that 
saw it score both the teams 
championship as well as 
the riders crown with Joan 
Mir, the Hamamatsu-based 
marque failing to win a race 
all year and finding itself well 
out of the mix for title glory 
as it was out-gunned in the 
development stakes by its 
rivals.

It was the last of the six 
manufacturers on the grid to 
introduce the innovative ride-
height device that enhances 
both straight-line speed as 
well as standing starts, while 
it also failed to make much 
progress in other areas of its 
machine-seeing it fall behind 
the likes of Yamaha and Ducati 
in the competitive order.

“It was a very frustrating race 
because as everyone saw we 
were there fighting with Pecco 
(Bagnaia) and (Jorge) Martin, 
I was waiting,” said Rins. “My 
strategy was to wait a little 
bit until the tyres started to 
drop a bit and then attack, I 
modified the line a bit of Turn 
6 and I lost the front.

“It’s a big shame but now it’s 
time to focus on next year, in 
a couple of days we’ll head 
to Jerez to try the new bike, 
I’m not 100% on what we will 
have to try but the guys told 
me we have a lot of things to 
try so that is nice. For sure 
we’ll try a new engine and 
some new fairings, so I’m 
motivated to go there and 
prepare the bike for next year.

“I think if we can improve the 
bike I will ride better, at the 
moment we are riding at the 
limit of the Suzuki and so if 
we make a small mistake we 
crash so if we can make the 
bike better that’ll help a lot.”



PARTINGSHOT
Lewis Hamilton showed his support for the LGBTQ+ 

community in Qatar, where it remains illegal to be gay
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