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Or so we would understand, 
given the Concorde 

Agreement is supposed to 
be secret and confidential 
between the parties involves. 
If indeed this is so, then this 
is a good thing because it 
keeps the sport out of the 
courts. But when there are 
disputes there must be a way 
to resolve them and so must 
embark on the process set out 
in the Concorde Agreement 
to settle disputes using the 
sports arbitration service of 
the International Chamber 
of Commerce in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. 

The Concorde Agreement 
signatories undertake to make 
all reasonable endeavours to 
settle any dispute within four 
months. After that, the team 
might choose to challenge 
the validity of the Concorde 

Agreement, but that would 
not be a smart thing to do 
and, in any case, the 2013-
2020 Concorde Agreement 
comes to an end before such 
a dispute could be sorted 
out in court. In any event, 
there is a commitment for the 
parties involved to renew the 
agreement from 2021 to 2030 
“on substantially the same 
terms”, but one can argue 
for a very long time, in court, 
what the word “substantially” 
means.

To date, the arbitration system 
has worked well for Formula 
1 with the teams avoiding 
getting into legal actions with 
the other signatories and 
encouraging those in disputes 
to negotiate solutions. Under 
the terms of the current 
agreement, Racing Point Ltd 
should only qualify for an 

equal share of the prize money 
in 2020, having finished in 
the top 10 in two consecutive 
seasons (2018 and 2019). Haas 
had to go through this process 
in 2016 and 2017, which meant 
that it lost out by around $70 
million in its first two seasons.

With this in mind, the Haas 
team decided to protest 
Racing Point Ltd at the final 
grand prix in Abu Dhabi in 
order to seek equal treatment. 

“We came into F1 under 
certain circumstances and we 
were aware of what we have 
to do,” said team principal 
Günther Steiner. “We did 
our apprenticeship and we 
feel that this was not done 
by Racing Point. We want 
to be treated equally or to 
understand why we are not 
being treated the same as the 

other teams.” 

As we all know, the Haas 
protest claiming that Racing 
Point is not a constructor was 
rejected by the FIA Stewards 
in Abu Dhabi on the basis that 
Force India’s entry was legal 
and that the current team was 
allowed to race a car designed 
by the previous operation. 
The key point however in 
the decision was that the 
stewards clearly stated and 
confirmed that Racing Point 
is a new team and they were, 
“a separate and different 
legal entity”, and as a result, 
“cannot be considered the 
same team as the former 
Force India”.

On the face of things, a loss 
for Haas but as explained 
last week in these pages, 
this ruling can now be used if 

Haas decides to take the case 
to arbitration. Even though 
Haas has said that it will not 
appeal the stewards’ decision, 
it may well push ahead with 
an arbitration case to seek 
recompense for their two 
seasons of no prize money. 
That’s unless the Formula One 
group or Racing Point want 
to agree to some kind of a 
settlement…

However, there is another 
element that perhaps should 
be taken into account as a 
Belgian Court of Appeal has 
recently ruled that “enforced 
arbitration” by the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) 
is not legal, in relation to 
the statutes of UEFA, FIFA, 
and their members, because 
these violate Article 47 of 
the European Charter of 
Fundamental Rights and 

Article 6 of the European 
Convention of Human Rights. 

This means that, in theory, 
sporting matters can now 
be heard in domestic courts. 
Much depends on the 
wording of the agreements 
because arbitration by CAS 
can continue if the parties 
mutually agree, which is 
the case with the Concorde 
Agreement. All things 
considered, it is probably best 
that Liberty Media agree to 
find a settlement to avoid any 
further need for any more 
unpleasantness.

Joe Saward 
Group F1 Editor

Paris, France
10th 
December, 
2018 

Formula 1 teams, the FIA and the Formula One group 
are not allowed to sue one another, under the terms of 
the Concorde Agreement. 

START YOUR  
ENGINES...
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Mercedes began 2018 with 
the fastest package but un-
der renewed pressure from 
Ferrari – a near-repeat of 2017. 
Early setbacks compromised 
its prospects, and a rare dou-
ble DNF in Austria was a blow, 
but as ever it learned from its 
low moments, continued to 
cultivate a culture of open-
ness and honesty, and conse-
quently reaped the rewards. It 
had the best car – for most of 
the campaign – but it would 
have meant little without be-
ing the best team – which 

it was. There were still mis-
takes but they were few and 
far between in a season of 
such intensity. The celebra-
tions in Brazil, and Abu Dhabi, 
demonstrated just how much 
pressure they’d been under in 
2018. And they delivered. 

If they were a football team 
they’d be: Manchester City. 
They have deep resources 
but what they do with them is 
mighty impressive. Just when 
they appear to have peaked, 
they improve. 

9.5
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

MERCEDES

Worst Race: 
Austria, where a 
rare double me-
chanical failure 
struck

POSITION: 1st
POINTS: 655

Had fortune and circum-
stance fallen correctly 

for Valtteri Bottas 
then he could 
have finished 
the year with 
as many as five 
wins, perhaps 
even more. But 
it didn’t, and he 
didn’t, and that 

he failed to tri-
umph at any Grand 

Prix was more down to astonishing twists of 
fate rather than his own ability. Yes, he had a 
subdued season with several setbacks – and 
was below par through the final events – but 
he wasn’t that bad. He has the fortune of being 
at a front-running team, but the misfortune of 
being there when one of Formula 1’s greats is 
sitting across the garage. 
Where to improve: Difficult one. His perfor-
mance was better, but the bunched front-run-
ners meant he was often on the wrong side 
of the fence. A little more aggression in battle 
wouldn’t go amiss.

Best Race: Japan, 
where they exert-
ed a level of domi-
nance more remi-
niscent of 2014-16

VALTTERI BOTTAS

It is not grandeur to suggest that Lewis 
Hamilton’s title-winning campaign was one of 
the finest in Formula 1 history. He reached a 
new level in 2017 and yet somehow continued 
to iron out the weaknesses and emerge as a 
stronger and more rounded driver in 2018. The 
chinks in his armoury are almost impossible 
to find. He is the best qualifier, probably the 
best racer, keeps cool under pressure and the 
best in the wet. He has fulfilled the potential 
that was evident during the nascent days of 
his career. For a couple of months mid-season 
he operated on an extraordinarily high plateau. 

Worryingly 
for his ri-
vals, he still 
believes he 
can improve. 
Where to 
improve: 
Starting the 
season stronger 
would be of ben-
efit, but when he 
kicks in it makes any 
early losses irrelevant. 

LEWIS HAMILTON

Surprising Stat: 
Hamilton’s win in 
Germany marked the 
first time since 2008 that 
a driver had triumphed 
from as low as 14th.

Best Race:
Spain. France. Germany. 
Hungary. Italy. 
Singapore. Brazil. Abu 
Dhabi. Take a pick. 

Worst Race:
Unusually subdued in 
China and Canada.

9.5
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

POSITION: 1st
POINTS: 408

Surprising Stat: 
Bottas led eight races 
and set seven fastest 
laps – without taking 
a single win.

Best Race:
Russia. He should 
have won. Alas…

Worst Race:
Brazil was fairly 
abject. 

7.5
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

POSITION: 5th
POINTS: 247

F1 2018: TEAM REVIEWS



Ferrari scored five wins in 
2017, six wins in 2018, and 
had a slight year-on-year in-
crease in points, meaning that 
statistically they are on their 
way towards the front. And 
yet there remains the feeling 
of disappointment. Driver er-
rors proved costly at a criti-
cal juncture but would those 
errors have occurred with 
stronger and sager manage-
ment? Ferrari deserves credit 
for its engine gains and the 
way it developed (that terri-
fied Mercedes in Belgium) but 

got lost after the summer and 
only realised its mistake come 
Austin, by which time both ti-
tles were lost. Tragic off-track 
events will not have helped 
but a more stable behind-the-
scenes set-up going forward 
will help – if such a situation 
can be struck. 

If they were a football team 
they’d be: Manchester United. 
Not as good as they once 
were, not as good as they 
think they are, but not as bad 
as some think they are. 

8
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

FERRARI

Worst Race: Italy. 
A 1-2 was nailed 
on. They blew it. 
And to Mercedes 
too.

POSITION: 2nd
POINTS: 571

What to say about 2018-
spec Raikkonen? 

This was by far his 
brightest cam-
paign at Ferrari 
in a decade, by 
which time sen-
ior management 
had already 
decided to go 
in a different 

direction. You 
cannot doubt the 

logic of promoting Charles Leclerc but it is frus-
trating that Raikkonen finally flourished once 
more just as his time with Ferrari comes to end. 
There were still off-days and when everything 
is equal Vettel can extract that little bit more, 
but given the years of setbacks, Q3 irritations 
and questionable strategies he thoroughly de-
served his day in the sun in Austin. 

Where to improve: Going to Sauber is a whole 
new challenge but frequently in 2018 there 
were moments where he went missing in Q3, 
hampering his race prospects.

Best Race: 
Silverstone. They 
crowed about tak-
ing the flag back 
to Italy, but…

KIMI RAIKKONEN

Vettel is an outstanding driver capable of ex-
ecuting sublime performances – but as in 2017 
he was let down by a few major moments 
and more than his fair share of silly setbacks. 
The benefit of hindsight means he probably 
wouldn’t have beaten Hamilton to the Drivers’ 
title, even without errors, but the points swing 
through the mid-phase of 2018 was such that 
he and Ferrari should have been much, much 
closer – and who knows what could have hap-
pened then. A strong start in 2019 will alleviate 
some doubts that clearly crept into the driver-
team relationship at stages this year. 

Where to 
improve: 
He needs to 
stop trying 
to be Team 
Principal and 
start extract-
ing the best 
from himself. 
Still prone to 
critical mistakes at 
pressure points.

SEBASTIAN VETTEL

Surprising Stat: 
Vettel only led four 
laps after his victory 
in Belgium.

Best Race:
Superb in Belgium

Worst Race:
The biggest er-
ror was Germany, 
but Brazil was 
lacklustre

8.5
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

POSITION: 2nd
POINTS: 320

Surprising Stat: 
Raikkonen took as 
many podiums, 12, as 
in his title-winning 
2007 campaign.

Best Race:
Austin. Finally.

Worst Race:
Raikkonen was no-
where in Canada

8
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

POSITION: 3rd
POINTS: 251

F1 2018: TEAM REVIEWS



This was by far Red Bull’s 
most competitive season of 
the hybrid era as it took four 
wins – which really should 
have been five – and posed 
a far greater challenge to 
Mercedes and Ferrari than 
it did in preceding years. 
Starting on a stronger foot, 
compared to 2017, aided its 
prospects, and it developed 
strongly, the qualities of its 
RB14 in evidence at circuits 
where the power unit had 
less of an impact. There were 

negatives. Its reliability was 
shocking, for a front-runner in 
2018, and not all of that can 
be pinned on Renault. Going 
forward it enters a new era 
with Honda and all of its eggs 
behind the ever-improving 
Max Verstappen. Lots to be 
excited about – if it has the 
power.  

If they were a football team 
they’d be: Chelsea. Not the 
most popular, a bit flashy, but 
always there or thereabouts.

7.5
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

RED BULL

Worst Race: Baku 
wasn’t stellar, for 
obvious reasons… 

POSITION: 3rd
POINTS: 419

Ricciardo had a lot to 
process through the 

opening half of 
2018 as he mulled 
over what he 
referred to as 
the second-
biggest decision 
of his career. A 
new challenge 
awaits – and 

only time will tell 
if he has struck 

gold or made a catastrophic choice. On-track 
the high points were few and far between, 
sometimes of his own doing, but often outside 
of his control. When the main opportunities 
arose early on in the season he was sensa-
tional; his surge to the lead in China perfectly 
judged, his entire weekend in Monaco utterly 
exceptional. And 95% of the time he does so 
with an infectious engaging personality. 

Where to improve: His qualifying pace against 
Verstappen was dubious throughout 2018 but 
with Renault he faces a whole new challenge.

Best Race: The 
Monaco. RB14 was 
hooked up, and it 
should have been 
a 1-2

DANIEL RICCIARDO

The first third of the season was disastrous, the 
remainder was near-exemplary. Verstappen 
was over-driving through the first phase of 
the campaign in a bid to negate Red Bull’s de-
ficiencies but once he reined it in only Lewis 
Hamilton performed better. His drive to vic-
tory in Austria was well-judged, delivering Red 
Bull its longed-for home win, while a dominant 
display in Mexico surely provided a glimpse of 
the future. Gunning for wins, rather than a title, 
facilitated his approach through the campaign 
and a couple of moments where his temper 
came through will have been noted by rivals.  

Where to 
improve: He 
improved 
hugely in 
2018, but 
taking it at 
99% some of 
the time will 
work well. Oh, 
and don’t shove 
rivals. It was box 
office, but rivals will 
have taken note. 

MAX VERSTAPPEN

Surprising Stat: He 
holds the record for 
most wins (5) without 
taking a pole.

Best Race:
Any race from the 
last chunk of the 
campaign.

Worst Race:
Any race from the 
first chunk of the 
campaign.

8.5
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

POSITION: 4th
POINTS: 249

Surprising Stat: 
Ricciardo’s had just 
five different results 
in 2018: P1, P4, P5, P6 
or DNF.

Best Race:
Monaco. Dominant. 
There was no way 
he was losing.

Worst Race:
Unusually sub-
dued in Singapore.

8
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

POSITION: 6th
POINTS: 170

F1 2018: TEAM REVIEWS



Renault had something of 
a curate’s egg of a sea-
son. Fundamentally it has 
achieved its goal: it finished 
fourth in the Constructors’ 
Championship with its highest 
rate of performance since its 
comeback, and it secured the 
services of Daniel Ricciardo 
for 2019 – surely an added 
bonus. And yet it was run 
close at stages by Haas, and 
would only have just edged 
Force India without its mid-
season re-entry. Renault has 

inched closer to the front but 
it still faces a chasm to the 
top three, and closing that 
gap is the next (massive) chal-
lenge now that it has topped 
the midfield. It is unrealistic to 
expect it to do so before the 
next regulatory cycle, unless 
the top three slip up. 

If they were a football team 
they’d be: Tottenham. Plucky. 
Efficient. But not as well-
resourced as rivals and still a 
long way off leading trophies.

7.5
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

RENAULT

Worst Race: 
Austria. Slow and 
unreliable.

POSITION: 4th
POINTS: 122

Sainz Jr. finally received 
the manufacturer seat 

that he craved full-
time in 2018 and 

had something 
of an indifferent 
season. There 
were some flat 
performances, 
accentuated 
by his difficul-

ties in extract-
ing the maximum 

from the R.S.18 over 

one lap, but to his credit he kept plugging away 
at it, adapting to different customs after three 
years in the same environment. He was a much 
more rounded performer after the summer break 
and can consider himself unfortunate not to have 
picked up more points, having been hit by issues 
when on form in France and Mexico. He now has a 
golden opportunity to be a lead figure in McLaren’s 
(hoped-for) revival, though 2019 will be a challenge 
as the team takes its first steps in recovery. 

Where to improve: The erudite Sainz Jr. is deeply 
self-critical and analytical; his Renault spell will 
prove hugely beneficial for 2019. 

Best Race: Austin 
was a strong 
weekend after a 
miserable run.

CARLOS SAINZ JR 

Hulkenberg remained one of Formula 1’s stand-
out performers through much of the campaign, 
often leading the charge for Renault, and was 
the championship’s unofficial Class B cham-
pion. He is capable of a stunningly quick turn 
of pace though this year perhaps had more 
than his fair share of accidents – six shunts in 
21 events is quite a high return rate. 2019 will 
probably be more defining, though, depend-
ant on how Renault improves and how he 
matches up against Daniel Ricciardo. He will 
finally be paired alongside a bona-fide Formula 
1 front-runner… 

Where to 
improve: 
Hulkenberg 
can prob-
ably only 
properly im-
prove once 
the goal-
posts change. 
Perhaps 
that’ll come with 
Ricciardo’s arrival.

NICO HULKENBERG

Surprising Stat: He 
led the midfield battle 
despite more DNF’s 
than all his rivals

Best Race:
He regularly hits 
the high notes – 
Silverstone was one 
of the strongest.

Worst Race:
Belgium. A blunder 
that had dramatic 
consequences.

8
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

POSITION: 7th
POINTS: 69

Surprising Stat: He 
took more points fin-
ishes (13) than any 
other midfielder.

Best Race:
Abu Dhabi. Overcut 
strategy was per-
fectly executed.

Worst Race:
Q1 exit and Grosjean 
clash wrecked 
Silverstone.

7.5
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

POSITION: 10th
POINTS: 53

F1 2018: TEAM REVIEWS



Haas’ VF-18 caught the eye 
during pre-season testing 
and it was duly a firm mid-
field contender from the 
outset – and unlike in previ-
ous seasons it remained a 
force to be reckoned with 
throughout the entirety of 
the campaign. Haas ben-
efited from Ferrari’s engine 
gains and a stance of evolu-
tion rather than revolution, 
leading to its surge from 
eighth to fifth in the stand-
ings. It had more missed 

opportunities than its rivals 
while it is still learning les-
sons, a natural state of af-
fairs for such a young team. 
The big question is where it 
can go next without major 
investment. 

If they were a football team 
they’d be: If they were a 
football team they’d be: 
Wolves. Feisty. Unafraid. 
Slightly dubious affiliations 
with a rival.

7.5
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

HAAS

Worst Race:
See above, but 
reversed.

POSITION: 5th
POINTS: 93

Magnussen is one of 
Formula 1’s old-school 

characters who has 
clearly thrived by 

finally having more 
than a single year 
in one team. That 
stability meant 
he was a midfield 
contender from 
the outset, with a 

major crucial gain 
coming in qualify-

ing – he reached Q3 10 times (still six fewer than 
Grosjean), but that was 10 more times than in 2017. 
He still has the occasional tendency to step over 
the line in racing – his move on Gasly in Baku was 
not acceptable – and reining that in will prove ben-
eficial in the long run. Given Magnussen’s qualities, 
and Haas’ approach, the parties are perfect for 
each other.

Where to improve: Stability and Haas’ old-school 
environment has allowed him to flourish. But not 
putting rivals in the wall at high-speed would be a 
positive development.

Best Race: 
Austria was what 
Australia should 
have been.

KEVIN MAGNUSSEN

Grosjean must have kicked a black cat under a 
ladder early in 2018 as everything that could go 
wrong did go wrong. Setbacks, mechanical issues 
and two massive blunders cost him a hatful of 
points and it is to his credit that he evaluated and 
assessed his predicament to return stronger mid-
season. Austria was a high watermark results-wise 
but he was also outstanding in Germany and Italy, 
only a mis-timed VSC cost him ‘midfield victory’ in 
Japan, while his Q3 lap in Abu Dhabi was superb. 
The rough comes with the smooth for Grosjean, 
but a little less of the former and some more of the 
latter would be a fine target for 2019. 

Where to 
improve: He 
knows – he’s 
a thoroughly 
intelligent 
chap. Bring 
the mindset 
he brought to 
Germany to each 
of the 21 GPs, and 
sometimes rein in 
the aggression. 

ROMAIN GROSJEAN

Surprising Stat: 14th 
equalled Grosjean’s 
worst full-season clas-
sification – though he 
scored 37 points com-
pared to 8 in 2014.

Best Race:
Very strong in Italy, 
pre-DQ for an ille-
gal part that had no 
performance gain

Worst Race:
First-lap Spain error 
was more akin to an 
F4-level crash.

6.5
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

POSITION: 14th
POINTS: 37

Surprising Stat: 
Magnussen’s 2018 
tally was double that 
of his 2016/17 amount 
combined.

Best Race:
Several fine drives – 
France was solid

Worst Race:
Germany. He could 
have been P5 but a 
strategy error cost 
him dearly.

7.5
MARKS 

OUT OF 10

POSITION: 9th
POINTS: 56

F1 2018: TEAM REVIEWS



WORDS // phillip horton

F1 SHORTCUTS

Nicholas Latifi will take up a 
role as Williams’ test and 

reserve driver in Formula 1 
next season. Latifi has raced 
in GP2/F2 since late 2015 and 
placed ninth in this year’s 
championship, taking victory 
at the Belgian Sprint Race. 
The 23-year old spent 2016/17 
as a test driver for Renault, 
sampling its R.S.17 mid-season 
at the Hungaroring, and this 
year switched to a Force India 
reserve role, taking part in five 
practice sessions. Throughout 
the 2019 season, Latifi will take 
part in six FP1 sessions, two 
in-season test days, one pre-
season test day in Barcelona 
and two Pirelli test days. 
Alongside those duties, he 
will also work with the team 
both trackside and in Grove on 
simulator duty. The Canadian 

will act as back-up to George 
Russell and Robert Kubica, who 
held the test/reserve role this 
year, at the Mercedes-powered 
team.

“I’m thrilled to be joining an 
iconic team like Williams as 
a reserve driver for 2019,” 
said Latifi. “It’s a fantastic 
opportunity to continue my F1 
development and to build my 
on-track experience with more 

FP1 sessions and the rookie 
and Pirelli tests. As well as this, 
a big part of my role will be 
simulator driving and helping 
to support the development of 
the new car. I look forward to 
spending time in the factory 
at Grove, immersing myself 
within the team and assisting 
wherever I can. This is an 
amazing opportunity that I’ve 
been given and I’m excited to 
get started.”

Kimi Räikkönen believes 
Sauber has the facilities 

and resources it needs in 
order to produce a “great car” 
in Formula 1 next season. 
Räikkönen has re-joined Sauber 
on a two-year contract after 
spending five seasons with 
Ferrari, and tested its C37 
during post-season running in 

Abu Dhabi last month. Sauber, 
for whom Räikkönen raced in 
his rookie campaign in 2001, 
was one of the most improved 
teams both year-on-year and 
through the course of the 
campaign. Having scored only 
five points en route to a distant 
last in the standings in 2017 
it finished eighth in the 2018 

Constructors’ Championship, on 
48 points, and occasionally held 
the fourth-fastest package, 
with Charles Leclerc classifying 
seventh at each of the final 
three races. 

“I am excited,” Räikkönen said 
of his new chapter with Sauber. 
“It’s different obviously [to 
Ferrari] but I think obviously 
I’ve been in the team, there’s 
lots of different people now 
[compared to 2001]. But I think 
they have all the tools, they 
have a great wind tunnel, they 
have everything to build a great 
car, have a Ferrari engine so 
we know what we’re going to 
get. I don’t see reason why we 
couldn’t do good job out of it. 
Where that takes us we’ll see 
next year.”

Lewis Hamilton was officially 
crowned Formula 1 World 

Champion for a fifth time 
during the FIA’s annual 
Prize Giving ceremony on 
Friday evening. The gala, in 
which champions from FIA-
sanctioned series receive 
their accolades, was held 
at the Philharmonia Grand 
Hall in the Russian city of St. 
Petersburg. Hamilton was on 
hand to collect the Drivers’ 
Championship for the fifth time 
in his career, following on from 
previous title-winning success 

in 2008, 2014, 2015, and 2017. 
The trophy was presented to 
Hamilton by FIA President Jean 
Todt. Sebastian Vettel was on 
hand to collect the runner-up 
prize while a slightly worse-for-
wear Kimi Räikkönen picked up 
his trophy for finishing third. 

Joining Hamilton on stage 
was Mercedes team boss Toto 
Wolff, who once again picked 
up the Constructors’ trophy, 
courtesy of the manufacturer’s 
fifth straight triumph in the 
competition. The Constructors’ 

trophy was presented to 
Wolff by Formula 1 CEO and 
Chairman Chase Carey. 
Hamilton, who was absent 
from Friday afternoon’s press 
conference due to illness, was 
also the recipient of the FIA’s 
Personality of the Year award. 
Sauber’s Charles Leclerc was 
voted Rookie of the Year for 
the second successive season, 
this time for his exploits in his 
maiden Formula 1 campaign, 
in which he placed 13th in the 
championship with 39 points.

HAMILTON CROWNED 2018 CHAMPION AT FIA GALA

RÄIKKÖNEN: SAUBER HAS ALL IT NEEDS TO MAKE ‘GREAT CAR’ 

LATIFI GETS WILLIAMS RESERVE POSITION FOR 2019

Latifi (r) joins Kubica and 
Russell at Williams as 
test and reserve driver

Kimi Räikkönen out 
on track with his 
new Sauber team

Hamilton 
at the 
FIA Gala



Sebastian Vettel says he and 
Ferrari need to take “the 

last step” in 2019 and sustain 
a year-long challenge for the 
Formula 1 title. Vettel and 
Ferrari challenged for overall 
honours in 2017 and 2018 but in 
both seasons its bid collapsed 
amid a sequence of mistakes 
and setbacks, accentuated by 
car development. 

Vettel trailed Lewis Hamilton by 
just 14 points after triumphing 
at the Belgian Grand Prix 
but did not win again as the 
Mercedes driver wrapped up 
the title with two races to 
spare, eventually finishing with 
an 88-point deficit. It marked 
the fifth straight year in which 
a Mercedes driver had secured 
the crown, with Nico Rosberg 
(2016) interrupting Hamilton’s 
sequence of championships. 

“I think it was a long year, we 
had our ups and downs,” Vettel 
said at the FIA Gala in Russia. 
“We were able as a team to do 
another step but there’s still the 
last step missing to make sure 

we have a word until the end 
of the championship, to fight 
for it all the way, and not just 
through parts of the season.” 

When asked what he needs 
to sustain such a challenge 
in 2019, Vettel replied: “Better 
performance. I think it’s very 
simple; obviously we had our 
races where we were very 
close and very competitive. 
Overall our car this year has 
been more sort of [an] all-

round car which worked more 
or less on all the tracks, but I 
think we had our highlights, I 
think most of them we used. 
But then [there were] too many 
races [where] we were not quite 
there, sometimes by maybe a 
tenth or two or sometimes also 
for a bit more, where we were 
left with not much to do during 
the weekend. That obviously is 
something we must fix and try 
and control better going into 
next year.”

VETTEL: FERRARI NEEDS ‘LAST STEP’ FOR YEAR-LONG TITLE TILT

Vettel needs a better 
performance in 2019 
to take the title
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Sergio Perez says he and 
Esteban Ocon had a “flat” 

relationship as Force India 
team-mates, in the wake of the 
Frenchman’s departure from 
the squad. Perez was joined 
by Ocon at Force India for 
2017 and the pair clashed on-
track on numerous occasions, 
prompting team orders to be 
issued, and souring their off-
track relationship. The pair had 
fewer fiery moments through 
2018 though still came to blows 
in Singapore, with contact 
resulting in Ocon’s race ending 
in the wall after just three 

corners. 

Perez will stay at Force India 
– now renamed Racing Point 
– for 2019 while Ocon has 
relinquished his drive to Lance 
Stroll and will instead spend the 
year as Mercedes’ reserve and 
test driver. 

“To be honest, it was never 
great, the greatest one,” he 
said of their relationship. “We 
are both very professional; we 
didn’t spend a lot of time [with 
each other] out of the car, so it 
was quite flat. I’ll say that with 

my past team-mates, there was 
more of an outside relationship. 
I’ve had [a good relationship] 
before, with [Nico] Hülkenberg. 
It’s always hard, we are so 
competitive, and also when you 
are not team-mates anymore, 
the relationship all of a sudden 
gets a bit better. There are 
drivers that cannot separate 
what is racing and outside of 
the car. Everyone is different.” 

Ocon headed the qualifying 
battle this year but Perez 
led the way in the final 
championship standings, taking 
62 points to the 49 amassed by 
Ocon. 

“In qualifying, he probably had 
the upper hand, although the 
gap between us in qualifying is 
less than a tenth, he was more 
often in front in qualifying than 
myself,” said Perez. “But I think 
the gap in the races was bigger 
than in qualifying. In the races 
I did the biggest difference, 
always on pace, the pace was 
looking a bit stronger. It was 
very close again, but I think he 
was slightly better in qualifying, 
and I was quite a bit better in 
the race.”

Axed Toro Rosso driver 
Brendon Hartley has 

quipped that he would “love to 
tell the story” of his exit from 
the team, and reckons the door 
remains open for a return to 
Formula 1 in the future. Double 
FIA WEC champion and Le Mans 
victor Hartley joined Toro Rosso 
late in 2017 and remained with 
the squad through 2018, though 
rumours persisted over his 
position with the team. Hartley 
repeatedly stressed that he 
held a long-term contract but 
less than 24 hours after the 
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, Toro 
Rosso confirmed Alexander 
Albon as Daniil Kvyat’s 2019 
team-mate. 

This sealed Hartley’s exit from 
Formula 1 after just one season 
in which he scored four points 
compared to the 29 amassed 
by Red Bull-bound Pierre 
Gasly. In an interview with New 
Zealand radio station Newstalk 
ZB Hartley discussed his 
season, commenting: “I mean 
there were rumours very early 
in the season which was a big 
surprise to me when I thought 
I’d signed a long-term contract. 

“I came off the back of a [WEC] 
World Championship and a 
Le Mans win and after just 
2-3 races there were rumours 
and lot of questions being 
asked about my immediate 
future. I’m happy with how I 
handled that. I feel under the 
circumstances other people 
could have potentially cracked 
and I actually came out much 
stronger because of it. I fought, 
I evolved through the season, 
there were articles in the 
press saying ‘look he needs to 
improve, beat his team-mate’ 

and at the end of the season 
I felt on top of my game, built 
great relationships with Honda, 
the staff at Toro Rosso, and was 
consistently out-performing my 
team-mate. 

“It wasn’t particularly easy, 
seven years away from 
single-seaters, but I was very 
comfortable with the job I was 
doing at the end of the year. 
What I will say is F1 is very 
complicated, there’s a lot of 
money involved, politics, and 
some of the reasons drivers 
stay or leave isn’t always in 
your control or for reasons of 
pure performance. In any case I 
left the paddock with my head 
held high. I knew I’d given it 
my best shot this year. I knew 
that I’d stepped up to the plate 
when I needed to.” 

When pushed on the reasons 
he was given for his axing, 
Hartley replied: “I mean… yeah 
there are probably parts of it 
that I can’t really disclose. I 
would love to tell the story one 
day. Probably not everything 
I can disclose to be perfectly 
honest…”

HARTLEY WOULD ‘LOVE TO TELL STORY’ OF STR EXIT PEREZ: OCON RELATIONSHIP WAS QUITE FLAT

Hartley endured 
rumours of his demise 
almost from day 1!

Perez and Ocon, 
not a close 
relationship!
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Formula 1 teams have paid 
$16m in entry fees to 

the FIA for the 2019 World 
Championship, with champions 
Mercedes accountable for more 
than a quarter ($4.57m) of 
the total.  The Brackley squad 
battled with Ferrari through 
the opening half of the season, 
before pulling clear after the 
summer break, clinching its fifth 
straight Constructors’ crown in 
Brazil with a round to spare. 

From 2013, an amended entry 
fee system mandated every 
team to pay a flat entry fee of 
$516,128, indexed by the US 
CPI (Consumer Price Index), 
along with a sliding scale 
dependent on its success. 
The Constructors’ Champions 

must pay a fee of $6,194 for 
each point earned, with the 
remaining outfits are charged 
$5,161 per point amassed, 
with the amount payable by 
30 November. The 655 points 
accrued by Mercedes in 2018 
means it has paid $4,573,198 
to the FIA, a slight reduction on 
2017. It is the lowest amount 
Mercedes has had to pay since 
it emerged as a title-winning 
force in 2014, having paid as 
much as $5.2m after its 2016 
success. 

Ferrari has copped a year-on-
year increase of a quarter of a 
million dollars on account of a 
more competitive campaign, 
while Red Bull has faced a 
similar charged increase. 

Renault faces the largest year-
on-year increase, forking out 
an additional $335,465, while 
Racing Point’s entry fee stands 
at $784,500, less than half of 
what predecessor Force India 
paid for 2018. Haas, McLaren 
and Sauber’s fees have all 
increased on account of scoring 
more points compared to their 
2017 totals. 

Toro Rosso and Williams, 
meanwhile, have gone in the 
other direction – the Grove-
based outfit taking a reduction 
of $392,236 off the back of its 
lacklustre campaign, in which it 
scored only seven points. The 
combined entry fees amount 
to $16,479,877, an increase of 
$203,333 on the previous year.

F1 TEAMS PAY OVER $16M IN 2019 ENTRY FEES

TEAM 2019 entry fee 2018 entry fee

Mercedes $4,573,198 $4,653,720

Ferrari $3,463,059 $3,210,170

Red Bull $2,678,587 $2,415,376

Renault $1,145,770 $810,305

Haas $996,101 $758,695

McLaren $836,110 $670,958

Racing Point $784,500 $1,481,235*

Sauber $763,856 $541,933

Toro Rosso $686,441 $789,661

Williams $552,255 $944,491

OVERALL $16,479,877 $16,276,544

*The figure for 2018, based on 2017 points, relates to Racing Point predecessor Force India, which was officially excluded 
from the World Championship on August 23 2018. Stewards regard Racing Point, which entered as Racing Point Force 
India from the Belgian Grand Prix onwards, as a new entity, following a ruling handed down during the Abu Dhabi Grand 
Prix weekend. Figure also does not include entry payment made by RPFI.
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Red Bull has confirmed 
the 2019 programmes for 

several of its young drivers, 
with Formula 3 runner-up and 
double Macau Grand Prix victor 
Dan Ticktum set to compete 
in Super Formula. Ticktum’s 
switch to the Japanese series 
has been widely mooted and 
the Briton participated in 
testing at Suzuka last week. 
Ticktum will race for Team 
Mugen, the team with which he 
participated in two rounds in 
2018, and which guided Naoki 
Yamamoto to the championship 
trophy. 

Team Mugen also ran now-
Red Bull F1 racer Pierre Gasly 
during the Frenchman’s season 
in the series in 2017. Ticktum 
will be joined in Japan by ex-
DTM racer Lucas Auer. Red Bull 
confirmed that 24-year-old 
Auer has joined its Junior Team 
and the Austrian, the nephew 
of ex-F1 racer Gerhard Berger, 
will compete for B-Max in Super 
Formula. Auer last participated 
in single-seater racing in 2014, 
when he finished fourth in the 

FIA Formula 3 Championship. 
Red Bull and Honda’s alliance 
in Formula 1 means that next 
year their respective junior 
schemes will forge a closer 
working relationship. Yuki 
Tsunoda, part of Honda’s 
young driver programme, 
and already confirmed for a 
season in FIA Formula 3 with 
Jenzer, has joined Red Bull’s 
scheme. Tsunoda will also race 
in the rebranded DTM support 
category Formula European 

Masters – the championship 
that existed as European 
Formula 3 until this year – for 
Motopark. Along with Tsunoda, 
another new Red Bull junior – 
Juri Vips – will also compete in 
the new-for-2019 Formula 3 
category, racing for Hitech. Red 
Bull will make further details 
available, including the 2019 
programmes of Jack Doohan, 
Dennis Hauger, Jonny Edgar and 
Harry Thompson, in the coming 
weeks.

UNI-Virtuosi will enter the 
Formula 2 championship in 

2019 after acquiring the assets 
from Russian Time, and will 
field Guan Yu Zhou and Luca 
Ghiotto. Russian Time joined 
GP2 in 2013 and in 2017 claimed 
the Teams’ title, having also 
guided Artem Markelov to the 
runner-up spot in the Drivers’ 
battle. Russian Time has now 
exited the series but the team 
will ostensibly remain the 
same as Virtuosi has run the 
operation for several years. 

“I am pleased to welcome UNI-
Virtuosi as part of the F2 field 
in 2019,” said F2 CEO Bruno 
Michel. “We are familiar with 
the hard-working group of 
people who will run the team. 
They have been very successful 
in our championship and I know 

we can expect the same level 
of performance from them next 
season. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Russian 
Time, Svetlana Strelnikova 
and Artem Markelov for their 
dedication over the years. It’s 
been a pleasure to work with 
them and to see Artem grow 
into one of the most interesting 
drivers to watch on track.” 

Zhou and Ghiotto will race the 

team’s F2/18 machines next 
season. Ferrari-backed Zhou 
has spent the last three years 
in European Formula 3, taking 
two wins en route to eighth 
in the 2018 standings, while 
Ghiotto has competed in GP3/
F2 since 2016. The Italian raced 
for Russian Time during his 
most successful of his three 
efforts to date in the secondary 
category in 2017, classifying 
fourth in the final standings.

Formula 2’s 12-round 2019 
calendar has been revealed. 

The championship will begin 
in Bahrain next March and 
conclude in Abu Dhabi at 
the start of December, in 
conjunction with Formula 1’s 
season finale. Between those 
events the series will visit 
Azerbaijan, Spain, Monaco, 
France, Austria, Britain, 
Hungary, Belgium, Italy, and 
Russia. It is the same 12-round 
calendar as in 2018. 

The new-for-2019 Formula 3 
championship will join Formula 
2 at eight of those 12 rounds, 
skipping Bahrain, Azerbaijan, 
Monaco and Abu Dhabi. It 
means the tertiary series 
will commence in Spain next 
May and come to a close at 
September’s Russia round. 
Formula 3’s predecessor, GP3, 
had previously concluded 
alongside Formula 1 and 
Formula 2 in Abu Dhabi, which 
takes place a week after the 

Macau Grand Prix, whose 2019 
category line-up has yet to be 
determined. 

“I am very pleased to confirm 
that once again all 12 rounds 
of the 2019 FIA F2 calendar 
will take place alongside 
Formula 1 weekends,” said 
F2 CEO Bruno Michel. “It is 
worth noting that we could 
have raced on more circuits 
willing to have F2, but for 
obvious cost reasons we have 
decided to limit the number of 
rounds to 12. This calendar is 
a good balance between eight 
rounds held in Europe and 
four events overseas. It is the 
same calendar as the current 
season’s which provided us 
with great racing and a gripping 
fight for the title.”

FIA CONFIRMS 12-ROUND 2018 FORMULA 2 CALENDAR

UNI-VIRTUOSI TAKE OVER RUSSIAN TIME, CONFIRMS LINE-UP

RED BULL CONFIRMS JAPAN MOVE FOR TICKTUM, AUER JOINS

Russian 
Time are no 
more in F2!

Lucas Auer will join 
Ticktum in Super 
Formula next year

Double Macau winner 
Ticktum headed for 
Japan in 2019

F2 is set for 
12 rounds 
again in 2019



SUSIE WOLFF

WORDS // graham harris & chris soulsbyFORMULA E INSIGHT // SUSIE WOLFF - VENTURI TEAM PRINCIPAL

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

Karting from an early age and progressing 
through the racing ranks to attain a role within 
one of the most iconic and distinguished teams 
within Formula 1, Susie Wolff is no slouch when 
behind the wheel, racing her way through the 
ranks to become the contemporary figurehead 
of women in motorsport…



Retiring from competitive 
racing at the end of 2015, 

2018 brings a new dawn 
to the life of Wolff, which, 
in turn, is partnered with 
new opportunities and new 
challenges. From pilot to team 
principal with the Monegasque 
based Venturi Formula E squad, 
Motorsport Monday caught 
up with Susie in the run-up to 
the inaugural Ad Diriyah E-Prix 
which marks a new horizon for 
both Wolff and the all-electric 
single seater series.

The ABB FIA Formula E 
Championship is now gearing 
up for its fifth season of 
competition that will commence 
on December 15. With a 
revolutionised look through 
a change in race format, the 

introduction of Attack Mode 
and the highly anticipated 
competitive debut of the all-
new Spark SRT5e - otherwise 
known as the ‘Gen2’ in layman’s 
terms - which, in turn, brings 
further changes and tweaks, 
no one knows what to expect. 
In the space of five months, 
FE boss Alejandro Agag has 
pressed the metaphorical ‘reset’ 
button and every team, driver, 
employee, and fan will be racing 
into the unknown. 

This is especially the case 
for Susie Wolff, who, for the 
2018/19 season, will lead 
Venturi into this foray as Team 
Principal, supported by the 
driving services of 11-time 
Grand Prix winner Felipe Massa 
and Mr Macau himself, Edoardo 

Mortara. Wolff’s new role marks 
a key stepping stone in her 
career and after hanging up 
her star-branded helmet, the 
Scottish-born racer is prepared 
to face the challenges that this 
new role will bring, looking to 
chase a vision that lies beyond 
her usual comfort zone:

“For me, the job title doesn’t 
really make a huge difference. 
Obviously, it’s the enormity 
of the challenge ahead,” said 
Wolff talking exclusively to 
Motorsport Monday. “It’s one 
that I don’t underestimate at 
all and I’m a great believer of 
pushing yourself out of your 
comfort zone and, for me, the 
timing of taking this role was 
just perfect. I was ready for a 
new challenge and this was 

absolutely the direction that I 
wanted to go in but I’m aware 
that it’s a lot of work ahead 
and it’s exciting. I have quite 
a vision for the team, it’s not 
going to happen overnight but 
it’s a challenge that I’m looking 
forward to and one that I’m 
enjoying already.”

Married to Mercedes Formula 1 
team boss Toto Wolff, Susie has 
had the privilege of watching 
Lewis Hamilton soar to four 
World Championships, divided 
by Nico Rosberg’s 2016 title-
winning campaign while the 
German marque’s dominance in 
the Constructors’ Championship 
was a continuous performance 
that few teams have been able 
to rival. Winning is in the blood 
of the Wolff couple and aiming 

to conquer the world of electric 
racing; Susie aspires to create 
change at Venturi, not only as 
team principal but also as a 
shareholder:

“I’m very lucky in that I could 
have front row seats in 
watching a gentleman win four 
world titles in Formula 1 and 
someone who I could learn 
a lot from and, for me, it was 
clear when I first spoke with 
Gildo [Pastor, and Venturi team 
owner] - who I’ve known for 
quite a long time - I wanted 
to replicate what my husband 
has in Formula 1,” she offered. 
“I believe, to be able to create 
real change and to be able to 
lead an organisation in a new 
direction, it is much easier if 
you’re also a shareholder. 

Wolff described Gildo 
Pastor as a pioneer 
of the EV industry

Formula E’s fifth 
season will commence 
on December 15



absolute visionary - a pioneer,” 
she continued. “He was building 
electric cars before they even 
came on the radar, 10-12 years 
ago. He was in Formula E at 
the very beginning and how 
I actually met him in Paris, I 
remember it very clearly… I 
nearly drove for his team in 
Season One of Formula E so 
we had known each other for a 
long time and we have a great 
working relationship. He felt 
that with the new direction that 
Formula E is taking and that so 
manufacturers were joining, he 
wanted to change the structure 
of his team to make sure that 
they could still race everyone 
and I was lucky to be a part of 
that change.”

Wolff likened her role as 
team principal to that of a 

construction worker, explaining 
that arming Venturi to 
challenge Formula E’s big guns 
is a process building from the 
ground up, crafting a strong 
and stable foundation by using 
the right building blocks at the 
correct time. 

“I am very lucky to have joined 
a team that has great people 
and we have a great technical 
team,” added Wolff. “We have 
a small team but it’s very 
dynamic and I’ve managed 
to make some really good 
technical recruitments… People 
with quite some experience 
of Formula E who have won 
championships will be joining 
us and it’s just part of the 
longer process, making sure 
that we are competitive as a 
team. 

“Obviously, with ZF, we have an 
engineering giant building our 
power-train for us but it’s a very 
complex championship, it’s a 
very challenging championship 
so we do have issues to 
overcome but it’s about putting 
the foundation together 
that allows us to go racing 
competitively and I do think 
that we’ve got the right building 
blocks, we just need to form 
them in the correct way.”

With increased power and a 
more durable battery designed 
and developed by McLaren 
Applied Technologies, for 
the first time ever, drivers in 
Formula E will only race with 
one car, with the series’ once 
mandatory mid-race car switch 
being removed for Season 
Five as one part of a number 

“That was the agreement that 
I came to with Gildo. I’m also a 
shareholder of the team. I work 
very closely with Gildo and 
there are no big decisions that 
I would make without his ‘ok’ 
but we share, absolutely, the 
same vision for the team and 
that’s why the timing of joining 
Venturi and taking on this new 
role was just right.” 

Inspired by the Venturi 
President, Wolff aims to provide 
the Monegasque team with 
the opportunity to challenge 
Formula E’s front-running pack 
while she also admitted that 
she very nearly raced in the 
series in its inaugural 2014/15 
season.

“Gildo is someone who is an 

“I believe, to be able to create real change 
and to be able to lead an organisation in 
a new direction, it is much easier if you’re 
also a shareholder”

Wolff retired 
from racing at 
the end of 2015

Wolff almost raced 
for Venturi in Formula 
E’s inaugural season



of changes for the series’ 
next chapter of competition. 
Paring this removal with the 
introduction of Attack Mode 
and the continuing presence of 
Fanboost, battery management 

will arguably be more important 
than it ever has been which has 
led to a number of suggestions 
that viewers could see a 
number of interesting race 
strategies being adopted in the 

paddock, with Venturi’s very 
own Felipe Massa being one 
such figure who has suggested 
this. 

In the eyes of Wolff, however, 
it is a prediction that race 
strategies will be the same 
for every team on the grid 
which has raised doubts in 
her mind about the potential 
racing spectacle that Formula 
E will have in Season Five, 
contrasting races of the past 
which have been characterised 
by hard, wheel-to-wheel on-
track action.

“It’s with a big technical 
regulation change because 
that’s really starting again in 
some ways and Formula E 
has been very ambitious with 
its new car design. We won’t 

know until it goes into its first 
race on a street circuit exactly 
how the car is going to handle 
being raced hard and banging 
into walls and other cars,” 
explained Wolff. “What I very 
much appreciate about Formula 
E having only just joined the 
championship is how open 
Alejandro [Agag] and his team 
are to creating a spectacle and 
they are very committed to 
making sure that they produce 
good racing and, if they don’t 
for some reason, they will 
introduce a concept that makes 
sure that the racing is going 
to be a spectacle for people to 
watch.

“I think, in some ways, with 
the changes, with the fact 
that there is no pit stop, that 

energy management and 
strategy could be the same for 
everybody. There may be ways 
we need to spice up the racing 
but we won’t know that until 
we do our first race. If there’s 
a beginning and an end and 
everyone has the same battery, 
the strategy could be the same 
so that’s where we have to 
be careful that we’re not all 
following each other around on 
exactly the same strategy.”

With Nissan and BMW joining 
Formula E for the 2018/19 
campaign, partnering with 
the e.dams and Andretti 
squads respectively, there is 
now a larger manufacturer 
presence than there ever has 
been in the series, with Audi, 
DS Automobiles, Jaguar, NIO 

Tom Dillmann powered Venturi to 
fourth place in New York, marking 
a successful debut for Wolff

It is Venturi’s vision to 
challenge Formula E’s 
largest manufacturers

Wolff believes that all 
teams will use a similar 
strategy in Season Five



take on the challenge.” 

Spurred on by a sheer passion 
for motor racing and a new-
found energy within Venturi, 
fused together by every team 
member’s dedication and 
ambition, Wolff believes that 
through the squad’s vision that 
something truly special could 
be created while this is already 
taking shape ahead of the first 
race of the season: 

“I’m a great believer in creating 
the right energy within a team 
and energy is a word that is 
hard to define. What is energy? 
How do you create it? It comes 
from individuals coming 
together with passion and a 
clear goal and with Edoardo, 
Felipe and myself, and Gildo 
as President; we have that 

clear vision for the team. We 
have the clear passion to go 
racing competitively and that’s 
why together I already feel 
something special forming. Of 
course, for us, having Felipe 
in the team, he’s such a well-
known name - a guy who is 
incredibly fast. I saw that first-
hand in my time at Williams. 

“I think we have the 
combination which could lead 
to success, we’ve just got to, 
as a small team up against 
bigger manufacturing teams 
now, we are aware of the 
challenges ahead and like I said 
before, I do think we’ve got 
the fundamentals to compete 
at the front and we’re lucky to 
have a driver line-up like we do. 
Felipe coming in with the global 
recognition and speed that 

he has and Edo Mortara with 
the experience he has already 
in Formula E. For me, that’s 
a great combination and one 
thing that I had to work hard to 
get.”

Team principal, figurehead 
of the Dare To Be Different 
campaign, loving wife to 
Formula 1’s top team principal 
and mum to a little boy, from 
2018, Wolff’s life will become a 
balancing act of sorts, requiring 
constant juggling in an ever-
evolving jigsaw puzzle. Grateful 
nonetheless, support and 
passion underpin Wolff’s love 
for the life that she leads.

“I’m really, really lucky with my 
husband 
because, 
as much 

and Mahindra continuing to 
compete in the championship 
that is continuing to grow in 
terms of competitiveness. 

Comparing Venturi’s status 
to the presence of Formula 
E’s automotive giants, Wolff 
believes that the team already 
faces an uphill battle, however, 
remains confident that Venturi 
can take on the challenge.

“I think we have a great partner 

in ZF but we’re facing a big 
challenge,” explained Wolff, 
discussing Venturi’s VFE05 
power-train. “We’re up against 
manufacturing giants who bring 
a lot of know-how to the table, 
who have a lot of resources in 
the background to help them 
build not just the great power-
trains but also the software for 
the power-trains. We absolutely 
have our work cut out but they 
are a great partner to have and 
we are confident that we can 

“We do have issues to overcome but it’s 
about putting the foundation together that 
allows us to go racing competitively”

The 2018 New York City 
E-Prix marked Wolff’s first 
outing as team principal

Wolff acted as Williams 
Racing’s test and development 
driver from 2012-15



together, putting it in the car, 
putting the wheels on, the 
steering wheel on. He already 
has his first little electric car but 
he’s not going to be pressurised 
into the racing world!

“I’m a big believer in just 
finding your passion in life, 
and whether that’s football, 
motorsport, or chess, it doesn’t 
matter, as long as you find 
something you love doing.”

With Formula E returning for 
the first round of its long-
awaited Season Five campaign, 
in next week’s issue of 
Motorsport Monday, you will be 
able to catch up with the racing 
action from the Ad Diriyah 
E-Prix where all of our pre-
season predictions and every 

question regarding the series’ 
revolutionised new look will be 
answered. As well as this, we 
also sit down exclusively with 
Formula E’s founder and CEO, 

Alejandro Agag, discussing the 
future of the championship, 
the series’ growth and its 
relationship with Formula 1…

as he goes out and achieves 
the success, he’s a fantastic 
husband and he was very 
pleased for me to have found a 
new challenge,” she enthused. 
“Obviously, it’s an area that 
he’s already watching because 
of the fact that Mercedes-
Benz will be entering Formula 
E in the future. We make it 
work because we’re both very 
passionate about what we do. 
We have a little guy who comes 
on the road with us now who is 
also going to be spending a bit 
more time at race tracks in the 
future but overall, I’m incredibly 
grateful for the situation 
that I’m in, that I have such a 
supportive husband and I have 
a lovely little boy and the fact 
that I get to go racing and do 
what I love.”

With her son fast approaching 
the age of two and with 
him being raised in a family 
environment that has racing 
running proudly through its 
veins, it was inevitable that 
Motorsport Monday would ask 
that key question… 
“Will your son be driving an 
electric kart or a petrol kart?”

“You know, at the weekend 
I bought him his first ever 
electric car,” Wolff laughed. 
“The little Mercedes electric 
car that has a remote control 
but I thought to myself, as I 
was building it, following really 
clearly the instructions of how 
to build it, I thought, ‘My Venturi 
guys would be really proud of 
me if they could see me now!’ I 
was literally putting the battery Felipe Massa will 

race for Venturi 
in Season Five

Wolff is married 
to Mercedes F1 
team boss, Toto

Season Five marks 
a new dawn for 
Formula E



EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW IN CONVERSATION WITH... ROMAIN GROSJEAN

Think of Romain Grosjean 
and who do you think of? 

There is the 10-time po-
dium finisher capable of 
a stunning turn of pace, 
in the process of bag-
ging outstanding results, 
as expected of a veter-
an of almost 150 Grands 
Prix. Then there is the 
driver banned for caus-

ing a multi-car pile-up, 
and who came close to 
the precipice again, via a 
litany of carbon fibre and 
frustrated rivals. 

In 2018 Grosjean did not 
score points for eight 
races – a spell that in-
cluded a crash under the 
Safety Car in Azerbaijan 
and a crazy first-lap ac-

IN CONVERSATION WITH

ROMAIN
GROSJEAN

A SEASON OF TWO HALVES

PHILLIP HORTON
GRAND PRIX EDITOR



“We’re all different. One of my 
weaknesses is to have things 
that are hurting me, you know, 
and then just not treating them, 
and putting them to one side 
thinking ‘it’s nothing it’s nothing 
it’s nothing it’s nothing’… and 
then eventually you get a big 
bag of unpleasant things and 
it’s just… they pollute you. It can 
be from a lot of things. It can be 
from a conversation, it can be 
from a race. It can be from being 
a father. Being a husband. Being 
a man. Just little things that you 
think ‘it’s nothing, it’s nothing, 
it’s nothing’ and then eventu-
ally it gets to you. [Formula 1] 
a job where passion and emo-
tions are involved and there-
fore if you’re on the edge com-
ing into a race track you know 

you’re going to be very easy to 
trigger out. Whereas if you’re 
relaxed and calm and confident 
and happy in the place you are it 
makes things much easier.”

Part of that happiness comes 
from spending time off-track 
cooking, a passion that led to 
Grosjean and his wife, Marion, 
releasing a recipe book last year.

“It’s a good way to relax, we 
all have different ways to re-
lax,” explains the Geneva-based 
racer. “I love sport as well but if 
you do too much sport you get 
tired and then you get to a race 
and you’re tired and it’s not ide-
al, so cooking is a really good 
way to change my mind. The 
kids (Grosjean has three) love it 

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW IN CONVERSATION WITH... ROMAIN GROSJEAN

cident in Spain – but wound up 
with 37 points, taking a high of 
fourth in Austria, and impressed 
elsewhere, most notably in 
Germany and Italy. 

“Shit and good,” is how Grosjean 
reflects on 2018 during an ex-
clusive chat with Motorsport 
Monday. “This is like a football 
game. Rubbish for the first half 
and then I played very well for 
the second half. First eight rac-
es, not a point, some bad luck, 
and some mistakes.” He paus-
es briefly. “Too many. And then 
before Germany where I knew I 
was back to where I wanted to 
be and from that point it was 
just a really good part of the 
season.”

Getting “back to where I want-
ed to be” was a crucial turna-
round in a season that had 
been creeping towards disaster. 
Grosjean has previously been 
very open in the fact that he 
consults a psychologist, with 
whom he has worked with since 

September 2012, and who can 
count Olympians, golfers, busi-
nessmen “and one Formula 1 
driver!” among her clients. 

Formula 1, and sport in general, 
is slowly realising that mental 
analysis and understanding of 
the psyche should be regarded 
as a strength and not a weak-
ness, and that sportsmen are 
humans and not robots, and the 
regular discussions have helped 
no end for Grosjean. 

“We were on the phone [before 
Germany] and we just chatted 
and went through everything 
and I realised there were a lot 
of things I hadn’t really sorted 
early in the year that weren’t 
right and were just polluting my 
mind,” he explains.

“We cleared it all, we worked 
through everything and moved 
on, and from the time the phone 
call was done I phoned my man-
ager and said ‘in Germany I’ll be 
back, I’ll be where I want to be’.

Grosjean with wife 
Marion and their 

cookbook (bottom)

The crash that almost 
cost Grosjean his 

career; Belgium 2012

Grosjean’s most 
recent podium 
came at Spa in 2015

Haas celebrated their 
biggest points haul to 

date at the Austrian GP
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Formula 1, but it’s positive.”

Haas, having taken back-
to-back eighth places in the 
Constructors’ Championship 
across 2016 and 2017, vaulted to 
fifth this season, in the process 
giving Renault a stiff challenge, 
a remarkable achievement in 
only year three.

“If in winter testing you would 
have brought a contract say-
ing you’re going to finish fifth 
in the Constructors’ everyone 
would have signed,” beams 
Grosjean. “The third year is 
amazing. Obviously we fought 
hard for fourth, we got it at one 
point before we were disquali-
fied at Monza, at least we gave 
Renault a good run for their 

money, and I’m sure next year 
we can go again. I think we’ve 
got a good baseline, we’ve got 
a good group of people working 
well, I’m actually quite positive 
for the future.”

Formula 1’s surge towards 
youth means Grosjean is al-
ready Formula 1’s fourth-oldest 
current driver and early next 
year will pass the 150 Grands 
Prix barrier – but don’t for one 
moment think he’s creeping to-
wards the closing chapter of his 
career. 

“I’ve done eight years in Formula 
1, I believe I’ve got another 6, 7, 
8 to go. Kimi’s 39 and signed a 
two-year deal! I started at 27 
so it’s not like I started when I 

was 17. I’m 32 and have done six 
[successive] years in F1, I can 
go six, seven [more], I think I’ve 
got the energy for it as long as I 
keep performing.

“A lot of people lose their… you 
know Fernando [Alonso], why 
does he get frustrated and an-
gry on the radio? I think, my 
opinion is, it’s because he hasn’t 
lost that wish to win, and you 
always want to win, so when 
you don’t want to win for three, 
four, five years and your car is 
shit and you know it, you get 
frustrated. Other drivers, ath-
letes in general, are happy with 
[earning] X million per year, ‘I do 
what I like’. I’m kind of the same 
as Fernando. I’ve never lost that 
wish that I can win a race.”

“One of my weakness-
es is to have things 
that are hurting me, 
you know, and then 

just not treating them, 
and putting them to 

one side”

as well. We can cook together, 
have fun, it’s a way of sharing 
love with my family.”

Ever the sportsmen, Grosjean 
is able to view parallels be-
tween two sides of his life. “I’m 
lucky to have a lot of Michelin-
starred chefs’ phone numbers 
so whenever I have a ques-
tion I just send a Whatsapp,” he 
comments. “They love racing 
I love cooking so it goes well. 
It’s very similar. We’ve got pres-
sure for quali and the race and 
then there is one guy stand-
ing on the podium but there is 
a team behind. For example, 
Guy Savoy, or Gordon Ramsay’s 
three Michelin-starred restau-
rants… if he hadn’t got a team 
behind him he couldn’t do that. 
And the pressure of [serving] 
the lunch or the dinner at exact-
ly one time, everyone comes at 
the same time… It can go from 
being superb to being com-
pletely rubbish. Bit too much 
salt, that’s it.”

Grosjean, 32, is an intense 
character, speaking at scatter-
gun pace, but what is clear is 
that he has found a home with 
Haas. As Lotus struggled finan-
cially though 2015, amid the 
long-winded eventual takeo-
ver by Renault, Grosjean upped 
sticks from the operation with 
which he had been linked since 

the mid-2000s, through highs 
and lows, and joined Gene Haas 
and Guenther Steiner at the 
newly-created team. He scored 
a stunning sixth on Haas’ de-
but in Australia 2016, improv-
ing to fifth next time out, seal-
ing its status as a midfield team 
straight away. 

“It’s a great atmosphere, it’s a 
great team because everyone 
is [going] in the same direction,” 
he says. “Everyone has got the 
same mentality that we come 
to the race to go racing, have 
fun and to enjoy racing and do 
our best. There’s always some-
one to back you up in case you 
do a mistake, which happens, 
and there’s no finger pointing. 
It’s a really good atmosphere 
for everyone to do his best 
and give his best and feel con-
fident he can go for it and if it 
doesn’t work it’s not the end of 
the world: someone’ll be here 
to help. Gene trusts the man-
agement but he loves coming 
and you can see in his attitude 
that he loves racing and under-
stands that it’s complicated, it’s 
not like you feel you’ve got a 
boss who’s putting $100m [into 
the team] and is just wanting 
results. No, he’s here and un-
derstands the racing, and he 
doesn’t put the negative pres-
sure. There is pressure, it’s 

Grosjean with team boss 
Guenther Steiner and 

owner Gene Haas in 2015

Grosjean’s best finish 
came in Austria where 
he scored 12 points 



IMSA HITS  
ITS SWEET SPOT!

IMSA WEATHERTECH SPORTSCAR CHAMPIONSHIP // 2018 SEASON REVIEW

Intense competition, dramatic  
races, and several unexpected  

results made this the best IMSA 
WeatherTech SportsCar  

Championship season yet…

WORDS // daniel lloyd
2018 was one of IMSA’s 
most competitive 
seasons to date



This year felt like IMSA finally reached its 
long-awaited zenith. Fans of North American 

sportscar racing are a passionate and loyal 
bunch, but it’s taken a while for their beloved 
genre to return to this level of prosperity. The 
unification of a stagnating Grand-Am and a 
decaying American Le Mans Series in late 2013 
was the first step in establishing a continental 
sportscar scene that could rival the FIA’s equally 
nascent but flourishing World Endurance 
Championship based over in Europe. 

The IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, 
or just plain IMSA, took a little longer to bloom; 
it didn’t have the same level of manufacturer 
exposure that the LMP1 class was offering to the 
likes of Porsche, Toyota, Audi and Nissan, even 
if there was a decent level of factory support in 
the top prototype ranks. But IMSA’s potential 
was there. This was partly because it gave 
North American sportscar racing a pinnacle, a 
reference point for teams, that the two-pronged 
Grand-Am/ALMS days couldn’t quite foster. 

Furthermore, it featured centrepiece races like 
the Rolex 24hrs of Daytona, the Sebring 12 
Hours, and Petit Le Mans, on the same schedule! 
The addition of European-style LMP2 prototypes 
helped boost overseas interest and grids were 
healthy in the first three seasons.

Then came a vital change for 2017; one that 
shifted IMSA into a new higher gear. In came the 
Daytona Prototype international formula, based 
on the current generation of more powerful 

LMP2 cars, to replace the time-honoured 
Daytona Prototype concept that was a leftover 
reminder of the Grand-Am days. The new cars 
presented manufacturers like Cadillac, Mazda, 
and Nissan with a clearer and cheaper way 
of racing at the peak of the North American 
sportscar pyramid.

The first year of DPi was a 
learner, but it showed just 
how important the formula 

Action Express kicked off 
the year by winning an 
attrition-filled Daytona 24



could be as the Cadillac package dominated, but 
by the end of the year others had got in on the 
act. It was always just about in the shadow of 
LMP1, but then Porsche unexpectedly pulled the 
plug on its 919 Hybrid program and, suddenly, 
DPi’s significance bolted ahead. 2018 would 
mark the first time that IMSA’s Prototype class 
overtook the LMP1 class in a manufacturer sense 
– not necessarily in terms of representation 
because it was already there, but in terms of 
competition in the top prototype category. In 
2018, it was IMSA’s time to shine…

A Series Delivers

The 2018 season featured seven different 
winners in the top Prototype class. A Cadillac 
crew may have won the title again, but there 
were so many instances when the hitherto 
dominant DPi-V.R, based on the Dallara LMP2, 
was challenged and outdone. The main reason a 
Cadillac crew won this time around was because 
of how well its two drivers, one of them a 
sportscar rookie, managed to gel and produce a 
title-winning combination. 

Action Express Racing’s Felipe Nasr and Eric 
Curran are like chalk and cheese: one represents 
a racing background rooted in Europe and F1 
while the other is a homegrown US racer. Yet, 
they managed to deliver the title. Their only 
win of the year came in the Detroit Belle Isle 
parkland sprint, but they were the only pair to 
consistently finish in the well-paying points. 
This was crucial. Their lowest finish of eighth, at 
Mid-Ohio, was significantly better than the worst 
scores from the other Prototype crews.

Nasr was a revelation in his first full year of 
sportscars. An F1 refugee, who many feel didn’t 
get a proper crack at a series he was destined 
for, came to North America fired up to perform. 
He had plenty of time in the Dallara chassis this 
year, driving the base version of the Cadillac 
in the European Le Mans Series and the Le 
Mans 24 Hours. That seat time translated into a 
driver-car combination that was clearly in-sync 
throughout the year. His co-
driver Curran is due credit, 
too. The 2016 champion 

Sebring saw another 
DPi - this time the green 
Nissan - take the win



Joest was quickest at 
Laguna, but misfortune 
got in the way

Sims and De Phillippi 
christened the new BMW 
M8 with its first win

Nasr and Curran 
turned out to be a 
formidable title pairing

Nasr and Curran 
had their only top-
step visit in Detroit

The LMP2s struggled in early races, but 
performance restrictions on the DPi cars 
meant they could eventually compete



faced a big change with Nasr replacing long-
time partner Dane Cameron, who was poached 
by Acura Team Penske. Curran rarely made 
mistakes and didn’t pick to fight when it wasn’t 
necessary. It’s a shame he won’t be back in a 
full-season capacity next year following Action 
Express’ headline acquisition of Pipo Derani from 
ESM.

Nasr and Curran ended the year three points 
ahead of Colin Braun and Jon Bennett, who 
exceeded all pre-season expectations in the 

CORE autosport Oreca 07 Gibson. Almost 
everyone anticipated a second consecutive DPi 
walkover this year, but the handful of privately-
run LMP2 teams – led into battle by CORE – 
proved they were made of stern stuff to prevent 
more manufacturer dominance. Braun and 
Bennett employed an ingenious strategy that 
saw them clinch wins at Bowmanville and Road 
America. 

This strategy would see CORE usually qualifying 
high up on the grid with Braun, but would then 

switch to its amateur pilot Bennett before 
the start of the race. Teams doing this must 
start from the back, but the positional loss 
meant Bennett could complete his 45-minute 
minimum drive time with relatively low pressure 
before handing over to Braun at the earliest 
opportunity. What usually followed was a 
masterclass in attacking from Braun, who 
has now surely made himself one of the most 
sought-after U.S sportscar drivers. 

Their strategy almost worked again at Watkins 

Glen and Laguna Seca, where CORE finished 
second. By the season finale, Braun and Bennett 
were serious title contenders as a pro-am 
line-up against all-professional crews from 
Joest, Penske and ESM. It was a remarkable 
achievement that will be remembered by those 
sat trackside watching Braun scythe past the 
DPi opposition at will.

JDC-Miller Motorsports 
also got in on the winning 
act with its LMP2 Oreca. 

Acura got off the mark 
at Mid-Ohio, as DPi cars 
won the first five races



Stephen Simpson, Misha Goikhberg and Chris 
Miller won the Watkins Glen 6 Hours, arguably 
the race of the season, after Simpson produced 
two stunning late overtakes on Jordan Taylor in 
the #10 Wayne Taylor Racing Cadillac and Juan 
Pablo Montoya in one of the Penske Acuras. 
Simpson and Goikhberg went on to finish fourth 
in the standings behind Taylor and Renger van 
der Zande who picked up their only win at Petit 
Le Mans on the final lap when the Cadillac in 
front ran out of fuel.

Mazda endured a tough first season under Joest 
Racing, but it was always going to be hard even 
for one of the most successful racing teams 
of all time to extract the most out of the wily 
RT-24P package straight away. Yet there were 
flashes of brilliance that no doubt have given 
Mazda and Joest plenty to look forward to in 
2019. The standout performances came at Mid-
Ohio and Laguna Seca, but neither resulted in 
that elusive first win. Laguna was particularly 
gutting, with Harry Tincknell leading comfortably 

into the final 10 minutes before a driver mishap 
sent the car spinning and allowed Pipo Derani 
through to luck into one of two wins for the 
ESM-run Nissan DPi.

ESM’s program started brightly after its 2017 
Petit Le Mans win, with another major endurance 
crown added in March when Derani, Johannes 
van Overbeek and guest addition Nicolas 
Lapierre triumphed in the Sebring 12 Hours. But 
that turned out to be one of few highlights in a 

tough final year for the Ligier-based Nissan DPi 
in ESM’s hands. 

Acura, meanwhile, started with great promise at 
Daytona and the two cars had the pace to match 
the Cadillacs, but they ultimately lacked the 
long-distance finesse to win the season-opener. 
It’s probably good that didn’t happen, though, 
because it would have set a 
ludicrously high precedent 
for the other races, where 

Simpson’s stunning late 
charge to victory at Watkins 
Glen was a standout moment



Experienced Garcia/
Magnussen pairing claimed 
a second consecutive title

#66 Ford of Hand and 
Müller won the North 
American Endurance Cup

Porsche’s best results came 
at the enduros: it won both 
Sebring and Petit Le Mans

Dominik Baumann gave Lexus its 
first-ever GTD win with a brilliant 
defensive drive at Mid-Ohio

Sellers and Snow 
were clinical in ultra-
competitive GTD field

Briscoe and Westbrook’s 
victories couldn’t stop 
Corvette in the long run



on occasion the Acuras – in their debut season 
- just weren’t as fast as the other DPi cars. Their 
best result was a 1-2 finish on ‘home soil’ at Mid-
Ohio, with Helio Castroneves and Ricky Taylor 
winning ahead of Cameron and Montoya.

Action Express Racing’s sister Cadillac crew of 
Filipe Albuquerque and João Barbosa started 
2018 brightly but ultimately faded. They may 
have won the Daytona 24 Hours, but over 
the season their title chase unravelled and 

eventually collapsed when Barbosa crashes 
heavily before the start of the Laguna Seca race, 
scoring no points.

Some will feel that IMSA’s decision to split DPi 
and LMP2 in 2019 will remove some of the 
charm from the championship. CORE and JDC-
Miller’s breath-taking wins in the mid-season 
were a clear highlight of 2018, and their David 
vs Goliath dicing with the DPi runners will be 
missed. Sentimentality aside, though, I think 

‘the split’ is a good thing because it’s evidence 
of progression! It also demonstrates just how 
strong the DPi concept has become and that it 
doesn’t need to be bolstered after both Nissan 
and Cadillac DPi have committed multiple cars 
for next year. We will still see LMP2 cars next 
year, but in their own sub-class and with a 
reduced schedule. But that shouldn’t detract 
from the on-track action and we should be 
confident of another fascinating, oscillating 
battle between the prototype teams next term.

GT Le Mans // Old Hands with New 
Tricks

Chevrolet won the ultra-competitive GTLM 
category this season thanks to a remarkable 
seven-race podium streak for Antonio Garcia and 
Jan Magnussen. The pair, with a highest average 
age in the class of 83, didn’t win a race all year 
but were crushingly effective 
at picking up high-scoring 

Newcomer Acura blended 
into the Prototype 
battles up front



results on a consistent basis. Their Corvette 
C7.R is one of the oldest cars in the pack, but it 
displayed a youthful energy all season and stood 
well in both the bruising enduros and the frantic 
sprints. 

Ford’s Ryan Briscoe and Richard Westbrook 
won three races this year, more than any other 
team. But when they didn’t win, they finished 
on the podium only once. That proved crucial 
in the long run, and explained why Garcia 

and Magnussen gradually surpassed them 
in the points later in the season. Briscoe and 
Westbrook’s year got off the perfect start. Their 
first victory at Daytona, with Scott Dixon, came 
through tenacity to stay with the dominant #66 
car which sacrificed its lead through a late pit 
error. 

But it then took the #67 crew five months to 
chalk up a second win at Bowmanville, which 
was richly deserved considering Westbrook’s 

mammoth 43-lap stint on one tank of fuel before 
pitting under a nicely-timed caution period to 
earn a healthy lead over Garcia. Westbrook 
and Briscoe then added a final 2018 victory at 
Road America, but they lost momentum after 
that, especially at Virginia and Laguna where 
they failed to finish. This effectively sealed the 
direction of the title before the final round, which 
was a shame considering how tight things had 
been at the top all year.

Porsche and BMW weren’t represented in 
the drivers’ championship battle, but still 
forged their own good memories from 2018. 
The Porsche 911 RSR capped off its year with 
a highlight win at Petit Le Mans, while BMW 
developed a reputation for extreme fuel-saving 
which helped Connor de Phillippi and Alexander 
Sims claim back-to-back wins at Virginia and 
Laguna Seca.

GT Daytona // Sellers & 

It was mostly 
Ford vs Corvette 
in GTLM



Snow Resist Legge’s Run

The GT Daytona category ran in a similar vein to 
GTLM, with the championship going to the crew 
that prioritised consistency over accumulating 
wins at any cost. Bryan Sellers and Madison 
Snow finished third in five of the 11 races, but 
only won twice in a class that saw no pairing 
achieve more than a brace of victories. The Paul 

Miller Racing Lamborghini Huracan GT3 didn’t 
really have any major on-track drama in races, 
with Sellers and Snow both picking their battles 
sensibly and keeping it on the tarmac.

Only in the final three races did another 
entry come forth as a serious title contender. 
Katherine Legge had her most memorable 
season to date, spearheading the Acura GT3 
program co-ordinated by Meyer Shank Racing. 

Her year started with four podiums in the first 
five races, including a maiden IMSA victory at 
Detroit Belle Isle, with the only blot on her record 
being a low-score in the 12 Hours of Sebring 
where her co-driver for most races Alvaro 
Parente got caught out in a dense lead battle in 
the final stages.

That was only a small misstep that is 
outweighed by Parente helping Legge to achieve 

one of her most memorable results of the year. 
The Portuguese ace produced a stunning final 
stint to take the win at Laguna Seca and keep 
the title fight alive until Petit Le Mans, while 
Legge conjured up some magic of her own at 
Detroit when she led home an Acura 1-2 finish.

Garcia and Magnussen’s 
seven-race podium streak 
was the key to their success



WORDS // DANIEL LLOYD

SPORTSCAR    DIGEST
Ex-Formula 1 star Rubens 

Barrichello will return for a 
fifth crack at the Rolex 24hrs of 
Daytona in January after signing 
with JDC-Miller Motorsports 
for the WeatherTech IMSA 
SportsCar Championship 
season opener. The 46-year-
old Brazilian multiple F1 winner, 
who most recently raced for 
Wayne Taylor Racing in 2016, 
will share a Cadillac DPi-
V.R with Misha Goikhberg, 
Tristan Vautier and Devlin 
DeFrancesco. 

Barrichello has made several 
appearances in big sportscar 

races in recent years, alongside 
his continuing full-time driving 
role in Brazilian Stock Cars. Last 
year, he made his Le Mans 24 
Hours debut in a Racing Team 
Nederland Dallara P217 Gibson, 
while he also drove in the Spa 
24 Hours this year with the 
Strakka Racing McLaren GT3 
operation.

“I love this race and I am 
very happy to return,” said 
Barrichello, who made his 
Daytona debut in 2013 driving 
a Porsche GT3 car. “I know the 
team had a good event last 
year with a sixth-place finish. 

I am excited to work hard for 
a great finish and have an 
enjoyable weekend and give the 
fans a great race.”

JDC-Miller is stepping up to 
the DPi class this season after 
running a pair of LMP2-spec 
Oreca 07 Gibsons in 2018. The 
team took a landmark win 
at the Watkins Glen 6 Hours 
while Goikhberg and Stephen 
Simpson went on to finish 
fourth in the drivers’ standings. 
Both drivers have been retained 
for JDC-Miller’s 2019 full-season 
assault, although they have 
been placed in different cars. 
Simpson will partner Simon 
Trummer in one car, with Chris 
Miller returning for the four 
North American Endurance 
Cup long-distance races. 
They will be joined at Daytona 
by Indy Lights racer Juan 
Piedrahita. Goikhberg will share 
the sister car with Vautier, 
whom JDC-Miller signed from 
Spirit of Daytona. GP3 driver 
DeFrancesco will be added for 
the endurance rounds.

BARRICHELLO TO MAKE DAYTONA 24 RETURN

The technical regulations for 
the new top prototype class 

of the FIA’s World Endurance 
Championship were approved 
by the FIA World Motor Sport 
Council on Wednesday. The as-
yet-unnamed formula, which is 
to replace LMP1 starting with 
the 2020-21 season, is based 
around a ‘hypercar’ design 
concept with cars powered by a 
combustion engine and hybrid 
energy recovery system on the 
front axle. 

The technical regulations 
confirmed the dimensions 
of the new cars, as well as 
some of the performance 
criteria. They will be slightly 
longer and wider than current 
LMP1 machinery, and will be 
almost 170 kg heavier. The new 
cars have a projected power 
output of 708 kW (roughly 950 
horsepower) which is derived 
from a 508 kW upper limit 

for the combustion engine 
combined with a 200 kW ERS 
system. Manufacturers will 
be required to produce road-
going examples of their racing 
powertrains and cars if they 
decide to use production-based 
parts in the racing car’s build. 
ERS systems will be made 
available to customer teams 
from the manufacturers, with 
a maximum lease price of €3 

million ($2.6 million) per year for 
a two-car team.

Competition in the class will 
be governed by a success 
ballast system, with series 
points deciding how much extra 
weight a car can carry. For each 
point, half a kilo will be added in 
ballast with no more than 50kg 
of additions allowed in total. 
The WEC will roll out a success 
ballast system in the WEC next 
season, with GTE-Am cars 
subject to weight adjustments. 

In another significant change 
to the current sporting 
regulations, the championship 
will see the removal of teams’ 
ability to change tyres and 
refuel at the same time during 
pit stops. This practice was 
trialled for the SuperSeason 
but taken away after it became 
clear teams could not gain a 
competitive edge in the pits.

WEC HYPERCAR RULES OUTLINED

Success ballast 
will be rolled out 
in GTE-Am first

Barrichello finished on 
the podium the last time 
he raced at Daytona

Watkins Glen winners 
Simpson and Goikhberg 
return for 2019

Hypercars will be 
the new top class 
in two years’ time



A total of 34 cars will take 
part in the 1,000-mile World 

Endurance Championship 
round at Sebring Raceway 
in March. The race, which is 
scheduled to take place on 
the same weekend as the 12-
hour classic, is the sixth and 
antepenultimate event in the 
2018-19 SuperSeason. It will 
feature eight cars in LMP1, 
seven in LMP2, 10 in GTE-Pro 
and nine in GTE-Am. The LMP1 
entry is largely unchanged 
from the previous round at 
Shanghai in November, with 
the exception of DragonSpeed 
which has restored Henrik 
Hedman to its line-up alongside 
Renger van der Zande and Ben 
Hanley after two rounds away. 

Toyota heads to Sebring with 
the points lead in LMP1, with 
Fernando Alonso, Sébastien 
Buemi and Kazuki Nakajima 
now just five points ahead of 
team-mates Mike Conway, 
Kamui Kobayashi and Jose 
Maria Lopez following two 
straight wins for the chasing #7 
crew. 

In LMP2, Larbre Competition 
will run a sixth different driver 
in as many races next to Erwin 
Creed and Romano Ricci with 
French youngster Jean-Baptiste 
Simmenauer coming in for his 
WEC debut. 

The 10-car grid in GTE-Pro 
features three teams with 
additional drivers for the 
second-longest race of the 
season after the two editions 
of Le Mans. Ferrari and Aston 
Martin have each named their 
third members, while Ford has 
yet to confirm who will join its 

full-season crews. Ferrari has 
enlisted factory driver Miguel 
Molina and former Sebring 12 
Hours pole-sitter Daniel Serra 
to join its #51 and #71 line-
ups respectively, while Darren 
Turner and Jonny Adam are 
both back in action for Aston 
Martin’s works team. 

In GTE-Am, the main change 
is Clearwater Racing’s signing 
of Matteo Cressoni and Luis 
Perez Companc to drive its 
Ferrari 488 GTE in place of Mok 
Weng Sun (who retired after 
Shanghai) and Keita Sawa.

34 CARS FOR WEC SEBRING RETURN

WEC last visited 
Sebring in 2012

Toyota leads 
the LMP1 world 
championship

www.motorsportweek.com


Getting in early, Porsche 
Motorsport announced its 

driver line-ups for next year’s 
24 Hours of Le Mans as part 
of its 2019 program reveal 
during an end-of-season 
ceremony on Saturday. The 
German manufacturer will aim 
to defend its Le Mans GTE-Pro 
crown with four Porsche 911 
RSRs again entered for the FIA 
World Endurance Championship 
centrepiece. 

This line-up will comprise of its 
two full-season WEC entries, 
as well as the two cars run by 
CORE autosport in the IMSA 
SportsCar Championship. 
Defending winners and current 
WEC points leaders Michael 
Christensen and Kevin Estre 
will once again team up with 
Laurens Vanthoor in the #92 
car. The #91, which took pole 
this year in the hands of 
Gianmaria Bruni, will again 
feature the Italian alongside 
Richard Lietz and Fred 
Makowiecki. 

The two cars from IMSA will 
be labelled #93 and #94, with 
Patrick Pilet, Nick Tandy and 

Earl Bamber racing the former 
and factory junior drivers, Sven 
Müller, Mathieu Jaminet and 
Dennis Olsen teaming up in the 
latter.

In IMSA, Tandy and Pilet will 
return for another season 
together with Makowiecki 
installed for the Endurance 
Cup rounds. Their sister entry, 
meanwhile, will be driven by 
Bamber and Vanthoor with 
reigning ADAC GT Masters 
champion Jaminet coming in 
for the long-distance legs of 
the season. Jaminet got his first 
taste of IMSA and GTE formula 

action in this year’s Petit Le 
Mans season finale.

On the GT3 racing front, a 
total of 45 new-generation 
Porsche 911 GT3-Rs have 
been sold ready for the car’s 
global competition debut in 
2019. Porsche will have a two-
car factory presence in both 
Intercontinental GT Challenge 
and the Blancpain GT Series 
with Jaminet, Müller and 
Romain Dumas sharing one car, 
and Olsen, Matt Campbell and 
Dirk Werner competing in the 
other.

PORSCHE CONFIRMS 2019 RACING PROGRAMS

Jaminet will 
feature in all IMSA 
enduros next year

Porsche will 
return to Le Mans 
with four cars

www.motortrendondemand.com/mmonday


A GREEK TRAGEDY...

WORDS // jerry williamsFLAT RIGHT, SQUARE LEFT

As all right-thinking rally fans worldwide 
lament what looks like to be the passing  
of a legend in the WRC, Jerry Williams gives  
us his view of the great Acropolis Rally.

When the event last ran in WRC 
guise in 2013, Jari-Matti Latvala 
won the event from Seb Ogier



even the old Greek Air Force 
base at Tatoi (where a rally 
snapper as once arrested for 
taking picures of derelict Air 
Force planes). Frankly, the rally 
always seemed on the verge of 
financial ruin but still staggered 
on from year to year.

The event itself was famed for 

its difficulty; a mix of rough and 
twisty mountain stages, with 
blistering heat and choking 
dust made sure of that. One 
year, when Richard Burns 
passed out in the cockpit, co-
driver Robert Reid told us in-car 
temperatures had reached over 
60 degrees Centigrade! And on 
top of that the cars all had to 

“The event itself was famed for its 
difficulty; a mix of rough and twisty 
mountain stages, with blistering heat 
and choking dust made sure of that”

In its time it was one of 
the five great World Rally 

Championship events that 
underpinned the whole 
championship!

To put this into better context, 
when I worked at the Daily Mail 
as a chief news sub-editor and 
rally writer, the only events that 
brought a spark of recognition 
from the Sports Desk were the 

Monte, the Safari, the RAC, the 
1000 Lakes and, of course, the 
Acropolis… It was one of those 
iconic events that didn’t need 
the world “rally” after it, just its 
name!

Actually, I wrote reports of 
the Greek rally for quite a few 
years before I actually went. 
And that was only through an 
invitation from David Richard’s 
Prodrive Subaru team. But I 
was instantly beguiled by the 
event. 

From  then on I hardly missed 
a year. We were hugely 
peripatetic… based in Athens, 
Delphi, Loutraki, Lamia, Agioi 
Theodoroi, Itea, the Olympic 
Stadium in Markoupolo, and 

The scenery on 
the Greek event 
was legendary

Latterly over the past few 
years, the rally has been a 
round of the ERC with R5 cars

Eriksson encountering 
literally thousands of wild 
rally fans on the 1996 running



on him. And this rankled hugely 
with Colin, who was nothing if 
not impatient. Next morning, 
on the first stage, the famous 
Bauxites Way, he set out to 
destroy Vatanen.

Instead, he only destroyed 
his own Legacy, wiping off a 
wheel. On our way to watch 
the field at Tarzan stage – at 
just over 27 km, one of that 
event’s longest – we got a radio 
message. “Colin’s put it off. Can 
you go and guard his car. See 
if you can find Colin and Derek 
[Ringer, his co-driver]. They’re 
missing.” 

So it was back to the end of 
Bauxites Way and no sign of 
the crew. We soon found out 

they’d been driven off by two 
spekkies, straight to the airport. 
It seemed that neither wanted 
to face an angry DR!

Late afternoon, the team 

helicopter arrived. Then: “OK, 
Melvyn, you can go now. 
There’s a truck for the car.” 
Swiftly followed by: “Oh, shit, 
he’s got that journo from the 
Mail with him…” Team manager 

be built specially for the event 
with extra sturdiness for fast 
but rock-strewn stages. 

On that first time, in 1993, 
we were based initially down 
at Glyfada, just past the old 
airport. There were seven or 
eight Prodrive service vans 
lined up outside in echelon 
(team boss Richards was 
always keen on promoting an 
image). Imagine the cost!

Obviously, there for the first 

time, I rooted for McRae. 
Eventually, he won the rally five 
times… more than any other 
driver. Not what you would 
expect from Colin’s usual crash, 
bang, wallop style. But there 
was obviously more to him. So 
this is also about McRae.

However, on that first time 
there, in 1993, teammate Ari 
Vatanen – then at his peak – 
won eight of the first 11 stages 
to lead after day one. His 
teammate couldn’t lay a finger 

“There for the first time, I rooted for 
McRae. Eventually, he won the rally five 
times… more than any other driver”

Ari Vatanen was too 
good for teammate 
McRae in 1993!

Back in the Group B Audi Quattro days, 
the current FIA rallies boss Michelle 
Mouton won the event in 1982

Back in the heyday of the 
Ford Escort Mk2, the Acroplois 
was its proving ground!



night rally stewards excluded 
McRae. It was always unclear 
whether his car stopped other 
crews passing it or whether 
any repair was authorised by 
marshals. But a victory was out 
of the window!

Finally, in 1996 McRae finally 
mastered the event, winning 
in style. Scotland’s finest took 
10 stages and led all the way 
from stage one to the finish 
after stage 21. He won by 50 
seconds, even after a late 
charge by Tommi Makinen.

In 1997 it was a different story. 
Colin was fastest on the event’s 
first stage, Ipsilantis, just 
outside Athens but smashed 
his steering on the very next 

test, Evangilistria. That was 
a short and not so sweet an 
event. 

But in 1998 he took his second 
victory in Greece after a huge 
battle with Didier Auriol, in a 
Toyota. Juha Kankkunen also 
featured but took only one 
stage win to McRae’s four. By 
now McRae’s biggest lifelong 
rival, Richard Burns, was on 
the scene and led the rally for 
three stages. It was a pointer to 
their later battles – both on the 
stages and in the Press – but 
this time Burns went out with 
suspension damage, while Colin 
won by a calculated 20 seconds 
from Didier Auriol’s hard-
charging Toyota. Interestingly, 
there were only 17 stages that 

year but with only three being 
below 30 km; the total stage 
distance was over 388 km.

And in 1999 Burns finally did it 
with a masterful display. Now 
he was in the Subaru Impreza 
and McRae was driving the 
new Ford Focus – on a salary 
widely reckoned to be around 
£5 million a year plus bonuses. 
Burnsie even felt secure 
enough to slow at the end of 
day one and take 30 seconds of 
time penalty so he didn’t have 
to run first on day two!

But in 2000 roles were reversed 
on a rally that featured two big 
incidents. 
Burns went 
out on 

John Spiller had forgotten he 
still had the mic in his hand!

Colin and Derek had, indeed 
split and DR was spitting tacks 
just outside Delphi. 

“Has he buggered off then?” 
I asked, in all innocence. 
Richards, smooth as ever, said; 
“Yes, I believe so and if he has, 
then he’s for the high jump!”

This had only been the second 
WRC event I’d been to after 
the Monte, 1990 (excepting, of 
course, the RAC Rally, which I 
was on every year since about 
1975). And it gave me a real 
taste for the championship.

The next year, 1994, brought 
more typically McRae-style 
controversy when he was 
thrown out of the event for 

“un-sportsman-like behaviour”. 
What happened was that 
his car was examined by 
scrutineers at a rest halt but on 
the first stage next morning its 
bonnet flew open and smashed 
the windscreen. The scrutineers 
had forgotten to do up its 
safety pins.

An incandescent McRae – don’t 
forget he’d been leading easily 
at the time – reckoned that 
since the damage was caused 
by organiser’s negligence he 
was entitled to repair it before 
the next stage and without 
penalty. So he parked up on a 
narrow road close to the start 
and waited for his chase car to 
arrive with a new screen. He’s 
going to be in trouble, we said.

Sure enough, the event now ran 
30 minutes late and later that 

Truly, the 
Acropolis was ‘The 
Rally of the Gods’

Mikko Hirvonen shows 
how its done in Greece on 
his way to second in 2012



10 seconds. Only McRae would 
have even tried it and in the 
afternoon run he didn’t bother. 
Once was enough!

But early on the final day, with 
Burns now out and McRae well 
over six minutes in the lead, 
team management told him he 
would take the win and ordered 
Carlos Sainz to finish second. 
For some reason that got up 
the nose of the experienced 
Spaniard and, with only a last 
round of stages left he went for 
it big-time, taking over the lead 
from McRae.

“Are you worried about Carlos?” 
we asked Colin at service 
during the last loop. “Nae, why 
should I be. The team say I’m to 

win. I believe them.”

Carlos was all truculence. “I 
drive to win, that is all,” he 
insisted.

“But the team told you to finish 
second.”

Meanwhile, in the Ford 
encampment Malcolm Wilson 
and overall boss Martin 

stage 14, Stromi, while trying 
to catch McRae. Meanwhile 
Colin had become convinced 
he could fly across the gully at 
the end of Mendenitsa stage. 
His dad Jimmy reportedly tried 
it the night before but nearly 
wiped off the front of his chase 
car.  

We knew about all this and 
naturally trooped out to the 
stage end. First we saw a 
course opening car try the 
same trick. But he was going 
far too slow and, to the horror 
of at least one of us, smacked 

into the rising part of the gully. 
We later found him parked up a 
bit further on! We moved on to 
the bank just before the gully, 
joining Irish Tarmac rally legend 
Bertie Fisher and his son.

Soon it was McRae’s turn. He 
flashed round the left hand 
bend and then accelerated 
hard.
He was going for it..!

Sure enough, the Focus soared 
over the gully, landing well 
past the opposite rise. It must 
have saved him a good five to 

“In 1996 McRae finally mastered the 
event, winning in style”

Carlos Sainz was flying 
on the 200 event, intent 
on beating McRea!

Colin McRae was 
the king of the 
Acropolis Rally!

Although McRae did not 
win in 1996, he showed 
howfast he really was



omelette with chips sticking 
out of it!); the posh one near 
the rally HQ hotel; the brilliant 
rezzie in Delphi overlooking a 
1,000ft-deep chasm; the one 
near Mendensita, where we 
ate chunks of roast lamb, the 
Pantheon Hotel next to Athens 
airport where we always tried 
to stay at least one day; the 
great little country eaterie close 
to service in a field near Gravia, 
where you ordered lamb chops 
and got about 25 of them; the 
long string of rezzies on the 
seafront at Kamena Vourla, 
where you did battle every 
night with midges. 

It was all wonderful. And I loved 
every minute. There are many, 
many other vignettes I could 

add. For the most part, these 
are just ones involving Colin 
McRae; our greatest rally driver 
and the winningest-ever full 
stop, in Greece.

The fact that the Acropolis 
looks to have been allowed 
to die is a tragedy, a Greek 
tragedy!

Whitaker were going bananas. 
We had a radio receiver tuned 
to their channel and the 
messages to Sainz became 
ever more frantic. Eventually, 
we saw Wilson and Whitaker 
driving fast out of the service 
park to confront Carlos and Luis 
Moya on the road. 

They found the errant Focus; 
the riot act was duly read and 
Sainz pulled up just short of the 
finish boards on the final stage; 
well in view of the TV cameras. 
McRae won; Sainz was second. 

But as a display of petulance it 
could hardly be bettered.

“Thank you, Carlos,” said Wilson 
over the radio with more than a 
touch of sarcasm!

But that was the Acropolis 
for you; always controversial, 
always a great event. 

We loved every minute of it… 
the funny little restaurants 
on the seafront in Loutraki 
(where I once asked for an 
omelette and chips and got an 

“That was the Acropolis for you; always 
controversial, always a great event.”

Mcrea’s first serious attempt 
on the Acropolis was driving 
the big Subaru Legacy

McRea had the winning habit 
in Greece, seen here with 
team boss Malcom Wilson

In 2013 Robert Kubica won 
WRC2 in Greece on his way to 
the WRC2 World Championship!



WORDS // Jerry Williams

RALLY NEWS

Hyundai will kick off the 
2019 WRC season with an 

unchanged line-up, despite 
increased speculation that 
Sébastien Loeb has signed 
for the team. The three i20 
coupes will be driven by Thierry 
Neuville, Andreas Mikkelsen, 
and Dani Sordo. However, 
a decision about who could 
replace Sordo for Sweden can 
be delayed until after Monte. 
Hayden Paddon is currently 
well-placed to retain his part-
season shared drive with Sordo.

Team manager Alain Penasse 
confirmed that Hyundai had 
spoken to Loeb, who is unlikely 
to drive for Citroën in 2019 
after that team failed to secure 
backing for a third car, but 
denied a deal had already been 
done.

“We talked to him like we talked 
to everybody,” Penasse offered. 
“But I don’t understand where 
all the fuss came from. There 
was a media piece about Loeb 
not being taken by Citroën 
picked up on it. I don’t know 
what he’s doing. Is he doing 
rallycross? I have no idea. We 
know who will be our team 
in Monte, there won’t be a 
surprise here.”

Asked about Paddon, who 
finished fourth or higher on 
four of his final five rallies in 
2018, Penasse added: “After 
Rally Australia he’s in pole 
position for the seat. There was 
talk about us talking to Elfyn 
Evans and Craig Breen, but 
this has not really gone any 
further. Hayden did everything 
we asked of him this season, 
he had a really good year. It’s 
difficult for Hayden to stay 
concentrated because of all this 
stuff about him losing his seat. 

“I understand the media has a 
job to do, but, honestly, some 
people are making some things 
up and they even begin to 
believe their own stories! Take 

our trip to Korea. We planned 
for months, to take 151 staff 
from Hyundai Motorsport out 
to see our colleagues in Korea. 
Then suddenly this has become 
some sort of debrief about the 
season. This is the normal life, 
but some people want to make 
more of it.”

Hyundai team principal Michel 
Nandan has consistently talked 
of repeating this year’s split 
programme between Sordo 
and Paddon. Paddon wants to 
return to a full-season schedule 
as soon as possible, but also 
said his priority was to stay at 
Hyundai, adding: “I feel we did a 
good job this year and tried our 
best to work with the team and 
make sure we brought home 
solid results on each rally. The 
two rallies where there was 
a little less pressure to just 
finish, where we could focus on 
performance in Portugal and 
Australia, we were mixing it at 
the front. That’s something I 
know we can do more regularly. 
Naturally, I would like to be 
doing a full season again and 
I still back myself to achieve 
much more in the WRC, but I’m 
also realistic over the options 
we have.”

STEP UP TO THE PLATE, NEUVILLE TELLS HYUNDAI 

Thierry Neuville has warned 
his Hyundai WRC bosses 

that the team has “no chance” 
of beating Ott Tänak and Toyota 
in 2019 without a step up in car 
development. As the runner-up 
in the 2018 drivers’ standings, 
Neuville also attacked his 
teammates for a lack of support 
throughout 2018. 

“For sure, if we don’t grow 
in speed and performance, 
we have no chance against 
Ott Tänak and Toyota next 
year,” said Neuville. “We need 
development and now we’re 
going to see; it’s a general 
improvement we need, it’s not 
just one place where we need 
to make the car faster.” 

Hyundai’s plans for its 2019 
driver line-up are expected 
to be revealed shortly after 
an extended end-of-season 
briefing for the whole team in 

Seoul. But Neuville says that 
whoever drives with him in 
2019 needs better results. He 
is the only driver to win for 
Hyundai since Hayden Paddon’s 
Rally Argentina victory in 
2016. It is a statistic he feels 
was highlighted after another 
season that ended without a 
title. 

“I am on my own a lot of 
the time,” Neuville added. “I 

think you can see this year 
- the other teams had good 
support for their drivers, but 
I didn’t really have this. Of 
course this is going to make it 
difficult for the manufacturers’ 
championship too.”

Hyundai team principal Michel 
Nandan accepted a lot of what 
his number one driver said, 
adding: “I don’t know what 
Toyota have planned for their 
development. But everybody 
is working on next season 
and we have to hurry up and 
catch-up. That’s all I can say. 
We have things in work. We had 
the new engine in Neuville’s 
car in Australia. This had a new 
specification of cylinder head 
and we have just to continue 
and do the same with more 
work. Through the winter, we 
will be working more on the 
engine, the transmission and 
the suspension. This will not 
stop.”

LINE-UP FOR MONTE UNCHANGED AT KOREAN TEAM

Neuville not a 
happy camper 
right now

Paddon looks 
set to stay at 
Hyundai

There was a new 
engine in his i20 WRC 
for Rally Australia

Penasse confirmed 
he has spoken to 
Seb Loeb



Sébastien Ogier has spoken 
of his return to Citroën after 

two years at M-Sport and of 
the vexed question of “guest” 
drivers in the WRC.

On the topic of Citroën he 
said:  “I found there is a real 
motivation with the new 
management and [team 
director] Pierre Budar, which 
was not the case with his 
predecessor Yves Matton… 
There is real potential with the 
car.”

And talking about the 
possibility of Seb Loeb 
returning to rallying, he added: 
“The rules of the WRC are made 
in such a way that the ‘guests’ 
have a great advantage thanks 
to a late starting position. The 
fact that we give so many 
advantages to the guest pilots 
is really damaging.”

And speaking of rallying 
generally, he said: “The 
discipline must evolve. It would 
be necessary to compact the 
current format of the tests. 

Three days is too long to 
successfully maintain public 
attention.”

On the subject of his own 

future, he added:  “Engaging 
for a year with Citroën was too 
little. Two years is the minimum 
to do things well. This will be 
my last contract.”

“GUEST” DRIVERS DEVALUE WRC, SAYS OGIER 

Young Kalle Rovanperä 
reckons he could be ready 

for a full-time WRC drive by 
2020, and Skoda has said 
it would release him from 
his contract in that case. 
Meanwhile speculation is rife 
that Rovanperä’s manager 
Timo Jouhki already has the 
18-year-old tied down in a long-
term agreement with Toyota 
team boss Tommi Mäkinen. 
Both Jari-Matti Latvala and Kris 
Meeke have one-season Toyota 
contracts for next year and one 
of them is widely expected to 
step aside for Rovanperä then. 

Skoda has  a lengthy contract 
with Rovanperä but team 
manager Pavel Hortek said the 
team would not stand in his 
way, adding: “On one side I can 
tell you we have a long-term 
agreement with Kalle. But like 
you saw with Juho Hänninen 
and Esapekka Lappi, we have 
never stopped a young driver 
when he came to us and said: 
‘Guys, I have the proposal to go 
higher’. Kalle is an extremely 
talented young guy and we wait 
for his future. It’s risky to say 
too much when a guy is only 18, 
but I hope he will continue to 
go up.”

Rovanperä said 2019 will 
be, “about the experience,” 
of contesting as many WRC 
rounds as possible, adding 
the, “WRC2 title is not what it’s 
about for me.” He will drive a 
privateer Fabia R5 for former 
WRC star Toni Gardemeister’s 
TGS Worldwide team when he 
is not in the factory car. Though 
keen on a 2020 WRC move, he 
said he was not dead set on 
such a move, “it depends how 
next year goes, but after that 
I think I can be ready if we get 
that experience and the speed 
is good,” he said. “But nobody 
knows what will happen and 
R5 is still a good place to have 

a fight with the fast guys. If I 
drive two years or three years 
in WRC2, I don’t mind. I’m not in 
such a hurry.”

Rovanperä’s 2018 team-mate 
Pontus Tidemand has left 
Skoda because he feels time 
is running out for him to reach 
the top class. “I have been here 
four years, they offered me one 
more year, so we had a chance 
to stay here, but the years are 
flying now,” he said. “I’m 28 
soon and if I want to become 
a WRC driver then I need to do 
something else. We are working 
on some opportunities to do 
something in a World Rally 
Car. Sweden would always be 
a wish and that’s certainly one 
of the events where I think we 
could make a result. I’m happy 
with the time at Skoda, but for 
motivation and for my career 
the time has come for me to 
move on.”

Tidemand also lauded 
Rovanperä, saying: “Honestly, 
he is something special. We 
didn’t see anything like him 
before. He learns so quick and 
finds the speed so quick.”

I COULD STEP UP IN 2020, SAYS YOUNG KALLE 

Ogier says that 
this contract 
will be his last!

Ogier did not have 
a good relationship 
with Matton!

Winning the 
WRC2 title is not 
Rovanperä’s goal

Tidemand 
reckons Kalle 
is the real deal!

Ogier does not 
like Guest drivers 
starting behind him



Malcolm Wilson spoke of his 
company’s future at the 

launch of the new 200 hp one-
litre Fiesta R3T at his facility in 
Krakow, Poland.

“It’s a big step for us at 
M-Sport,” said the Cumbrian 
rally team owner. “It’s the first 
car that’s been designed and 
developed here at our Polish 
operation. And of course we’ve 
had tremendous success with 
the previous model of R2s, 
but this now is to the new FIA 
technical regulations so it’s to a 
new technical level.”

Speaking about the company’s 
R5 project, he added: “We’re 
in the process in our Dovenby 
Hall facility of designing and 
developing a new Fiesta R5. 
We have actually just started 
testing. The initial tests have 
gone really well and the car will 
be launched in July 2019.”

Talking about M-Sport’s WRC 
programme, he added: “We are 
still looking at various ways 
how we can stay in WRC at the 
highest level. For sure if we are 
there, Teemu Suninen will be 
in one of the cars, but I can’t 
give you a decision on the other 

drivers at the moment.”

Suninen is currently the only 
contracted M-Sport driver 
for 2019. Wilson also said the 
company had been considering 
new technology work: “It is 
something we’ve been looking 
at, but we don’t have anything 
electric at the moment. We’re 
involved with Jaguar so we are 
looking at electronic technology 
for the future, but it’s a little bit 
early yet for this in rallying.”

About M-Sport’s future 
generally, he said: “We’re in 
discussion with a lot of people 
at the moment. Commercially 
it’s been very difficult for 
us for the last two years. I 

wouldn’t swap the success 
that we’ve had with Sébastien 
Ogier, but now we need to get 
the business back on a good 
commercial footing. We’ve 
working very hard, my team 
back at base is working hard 
to try and locate sponsors and 
everything for the team for next 
year.”

He added: “Genuinely, I have 
not spoken with Sébastien 
Loeb. We had our farewell party 
yesterday for Sébastien Ogier. 
So now we’re concentrating on 
looking at what can do in 2019, 
but it’s too early to say whether 
Sébastien Loeb will be driving 
for us or not.”

OUR FUTURE AT M-SPORT, BY WILSON

Wilson is keen to get 
the company back onto 
a commercial footing!

M-Sport’s 
Polish facility is 
state of the art



The FIA is aiming at a 
new structure for the 

WRC’s support series. The 
WRC2 Pro class, aimed at 
the increasing number of 
R5 manufacturers, will allow 
drivers to take scores from 
eight rounds, while the 
WRC2 championship is for 
privateers with no minimum 
number of events. Those 
wanting to compete solely 
on their home round of the 
series, such as Tom Cave 
at last year’s Rally GB, will 
not be charged the series 
registration fee. WRC2 
scores are taken from the 
first six events entered and 
crews don’t have to tackle a 
non-European rally.

As predicted by MM, Kris Meeke will 
be co-driven in the 2019 WRC by Seb 

Marshall, after Meeke and Paul Nagle split 
amicably ahead of the driver’s WRC return 
with Toyota. Marshall was previously Hayden 
Paddon’s co-driver at Hyundai. He has four 
years’ experience in the WRC, having co-
driven Kevin Abbring before joining Paddon. 

The southern city of 
Porto-Vecchio will for 

the first time host the start 
of the 62nd Tour de Corse 
rally in 2019. It was also 
the site of the rally finish in 
2016 and 2017. Sébastien 
Ogier saying: “I am currently 
preparing for the WRC 2019 
season, and I noted the 
meeting in Porto-Vecchio 
for the departure start on 
March 28th. I am delighted 
to return to the lands of my 
first success in Corsica in 
2016.”

Next season’s Rallye Monte-Carlo (24 - 27 
January) will adopt a more compact for-

mat than in previous years with extra focus 
on its Alps base in Gap. The re-modelled four-
day event is 40% new includes new stages. 
The usual Thursday start in Monaco is aban-
doned in favour of the centre of Gap. There 
will be two stages that evening, while Friday 
involves two loops of three tests. Saturday 
sees the event north of Gap, while Sunday, 
based as usual in Monaco, has two passes 
over two mountain tests with no service.

At the FIA awards in St 
Petersburg, Russia, 

Sébastien Ogier and Julien 
Ingrassia received their 
2018 WRC title trophies 
after an epic season-long 
battle with Hyundai’s 
Thierry Neuville and Nicolas 
Gilsoul with Ogier com-
menting: “It was an intense 
season. The suspense was 
there to the last moment 
and to come out as the 
winner again was a great 
feeling. I think Rally Wales 
GB was the turning point. 
We needed a strong result 
and winning GB was really 
important, for the points 
and mentally.”

Seb Ogier opened his heart about his 
time at M-Sport in French newspaper Le 

Figaro. “With Ford M-Sport, we struggled 
with the smallest team on the board in terms 
of resources, and a less efficient car than our 
rivals. We worked like the others, but with 
less means. Over the course of the season, 
the competition brought changes, gained 
in performance and we could not keep up. 
Despite everything, we put everyone on 
the line. On the human side, it was also an 
exceptional adventure, with Malcolm Wilson, 
great boss of a family team.”
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PACENOTES

Ogier, 
humble to 
the end!

Marshall 
joins Meeke 
at Toyota!

Back to 
Porto-Vecchio 
for Ogier
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PARTING SHOT

Susie Wolff (GBR) Williams FW37 Development 
Driver. Formula One Testing, Day 1, Thursday 
19th February 2015. Barcelona, Spain.
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