
ISSUE NO. 440
25 OCTOBER 2021

THIS WEEK //  FORMULA 1  •  MOTOGP  •  NASCAR  •  W SERIES  •  & MUCH MORE

F1 INSIGHT
THE CULTURAL 

RESET AIDING 
MCLAREN’S 

RECOVERY

MOTOGP & W SERIES

UNITED STATES GP

TEXAS 
SHOW-
DOWN

MAX EXTENDS HIS POINTS LEAD
over lewis with bold strategy

CHAMPIONS CROWNED 
AT COTA AND MISANO

MORE INSIDE
NASCAR AND 
EXTREME E 

REPORTS



FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@MsportMonday

@MsportMonday

Telephone: +44 (0) 20 3070 3090
E-mail: info@motorsportmonday.com
Website: www.motorsportmonday.com

To advertise email advertise@motorsportmonday.com or call +44 (0) 20 3070 3090

All rights reserved © 2021

Motorsport Monday is digitally published by Motorsport Media Services Ltd. The publication is free-to-view either on an 
individual per-issue basis or by regular subscription and is registered at the British Library under ISSN no. 2052-3459 (SA 
ed. 2632-1637, US ed. 2632-1645). The opinions expressed within do not necessarily reflect those of the published. No 
liability is assumed by Motorsport Media Services Ltd for any errors or omissions.

A MOTORSPORT MEDIA SERVICES MAGAZINE

INSIDE

FEATURES

REGULARS

SYE WOULD IT BE SO WRONG TO RETURN TO SIN CITY?
FERGAL WALSH

GETTING TECHNICAL COTA'S BUMPY SURFACE
ROSARIO GIULIANA

F1 INSIGHT THE RESET AIDING MCLAREN'S RECOVERY
FERGAL WALSH

F1 SHORTCUTS
SPORTSCAR DIGEST
BORN IN THE USA
MOTOMATTERS

GRAHAM HARRIS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

FERGAL WALSH
EDITOR  

PHILLIP HORTON
GRAND PRIX EDITOR

AMANDA VINCENT
US & NASCAR EDITOR

DAVEY EUWEMA
SPORTSCARS EDITOR 

KYLE FRANCIS
MOTOGP EDITOR

KEVIN DEJEWSKI
INDYCAR EDITOR 

ROSARIO GIULIANA
TECHNICAL WRITER 

HANNAH PRYDDERCH
FORMULA E REPORTER 

STEVE CAMP
F1/INDYCAR REPORTER

PHIL OAKLEY
SPORTSCARS REPORTER 

RYAN WOOD
DESIGN DIRECTOR 

CLAIRE MILLINS
SOCIAL MANAGER

JAMES MOY
CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER

OUR TEAM

REPORTS
FORMULA 1 UNITED STATES GP 
MOTOGP EMILIA ROMAGNA GP
W SERIES CIRCUIT OF THE AMERICAS
EXTREME E ISLAND X PRIX
NASCAR HOLLYWOOD CASINO 400 

THIS
WEEK

C O M P L E T E  G A R A G E  A N D  P I T  L A N E  S O L U T I O N S

W H A T  W E  D O
garage walling  •  garage flooring  •  internal & external gantry  •  l ighting solu-

t ions • truck fascias  •  FUEL CAGE SURROUNDS • paint protection f ilm  •  windscreen 
tear-offs  •  pit  equipment • LED T IMING BOARDS •  FLOORING & WHEEL TROLLEYS

email // info@gds.engineering
WEB // gds.engineering

S E A M L E S S  G A R A G E  WA L L I N G

PHONE // +44 (0) 1280 702 510
ADDRESS //                                                           .    UNIT 6, BOUNDARY ROAD, BUCKINGHAM INDUSTRIAL EST., 

BRACKLEY, NORTHANTS, NN13 7ES, UK

G A R A G E  F L O O R I N G G A N T RY  A N D  L I G H T I N G

https://gds.engineering


Fergal Walsh
Motorsport Monday Editor

Would it be so wrong for 
F1 to return to ‘Sin City’? 

START YOUR ENGINES

F or such a long 
time, Formula 1 
has seemed to 
struggle to hold 
its place in the 

United States, with the coun-
try dropping in and out of the 
calendar throughout the dec-
ades. Altogether 10 different 
US race circuits have held a 
grand prix since the begin-
ning of the championship in 
1950. Next year, that number 
will change to 11, as Miami 
joins the fold. F1 has pushed 
for a long time to add a sec-
ond race in the US and it final-
ly got its wish when a 10-year 
deal was signed, securing the 
Florida event on the calendar 
from 2022.

Formula 1 has grown accus-
tomed to visiting the Circuit 
of the Americas near Austin, 
Texas. It’s still a relatively 
fresh circuit, compared to 
some of the more senior loca-
tions that are still to be found 
on the schedule. With the 
United States having such a 

sizeable population, and such 
an influence on modern pop 
culture, there is little surprise 
that F1 wants to staple itself 
into the nation.

This past weekend in Austin, 
Texas, the substantial crowd 
of 400,000 attendees over 
the three days was hard to 
ignore. Undoubtedly the suc-
cess of Netflix’s “Drive To 
Survive” has played a sub-
stantial part in the success 
story. Plus the home fans 
are also eager 
to get trackside, 
having missed 
the opportuni-
ty in 2020 due 
to the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Whatever the 
reason, it looks as 
though Formula 1 has prop-
erly gained the interest and 
respect of the US population. 
But now, could it go even 
further and add a third race 
to the equation? There is of 
course a risk of over-saturat-
ing, plus it would likely upset 
the traditional fans who enjoy 

seeing the sport rush around 
old-school tracks.

But Formula 1 is no longer 
primarily aimed at drawing in 
those characters. It’s social 
media revolution and ongo-
ing production of a hit show 
with Netflix, amongst other 
things, indicates that it is try-
ing to rope in the younger 
generation.

An American voice is quite of-
ten the loudest in any room, 

and when it 
comes to Formula 
1, it also seems to 
be ringing true. 
Some discus-
sions in Austin 
surrounded a po-
tential third race 
in the US, situ-
ated around the 

sexy ‘Sin City’ streets of Las 
Vegas and drivers were not 
exactly opposed to the idea…

“I think definitely we need to 
have at least two but there 
are so many great cities to 
have a grand prix,” said Lewis 
Hamilton. “I don’t know where 

This past weekend 
in Austin the sub-
stantial crowd of 
400,000 attend-
ees over the three 
days was hard to 

ignore!

Should F1 return to 
Las Vegas? It hasn’t 

had much luck in 
the past!



they will have the next one, 
but I am not opposed to that. 
I think it’s quite cool to have 
these mini championships in 
these continents. It’s not a 
bad thing for the sport.” 

Other driv-
ers were just as 
enthusiastic.

“I think Formula 1 is 
getting bigger and 
bigger in the last 
years thanks to 
the Netflix season 
[Drive To Survive] 
here and I can definitely feel 
it and see it,” quipped Ferrari’s 
Charles Leclerc. “It’s great to 
be here and I would be very 
happy to have a third race 
here.” 

“It would be great, I think more 
races in the States would be 
great,” added Aston Martin’s 
Lance Stroll. “I just think 
Formula 1 has to have a lim-
ited amount of races, it can’t 

get out of hand. 
For the health and 
wellbeing of eve-
rybody, it needs 
to be thought out 
wisely. There has 
to be a logical limit 
to the amount of 
races we have, but 
if more of those are 
in the US, I don’t 

think there’s anything wrong 
with that.”

What other country on the 
planet could draw in the ap-
peal of three races? A night 

race would be logical, should 
Formula 1 secure a deal to race 
in the casino-filled Nevada 
city. One thing it guarantees 
is a strong spectacle, with the 

yellow lights of the area sure 
to make for some stunning 
imagery.

A personal worry though… 
street races have become 
increasingly common when 
adding a new venue to the 
schedule in recent years. 
While some, such as Baku, 
have gone down well and 
proven to be a fan favourite, 
not all have been as impres-
sive. Miami, Formula 1’s sec-
ond permanent venture, will 
be a street track styled circuit 
built around the car park of 
the Hard Rock Stadium, home 
to the Miami Dolphins in the 
NFL.

Adding a second street cir-
cuit in one nation just doesn’t 
have much fascination, how-

ever dazzling a race in Las 
Vegas would be. There are of 
course other ways Formula 
1 can tap into the US market 
– it already has an American-
owned team, although it is 
admittedly difficult to root 
for when it’s slowest week in, 
week out.

A noticeable gap is no US 
driver on the grid, which per-
haps is something that can 
be changed in the coming 
years. Regardless, Formula 
1 has fixated itself on draw-
ing in the fans from the vast 
American fan base. Thus far, 
with a bit of help from Netflix, 
it is doing a pretty sound job…

Street races have 
become increas-

ingly common 
when adding a 

new venue to the 
schedule in re-

cent years

Newgarden was often 
considered America’s 
best shot at having an 

F1 driver

F1 raced at Indianapolis 
before Austin

Austin enjoyed a record 
400,000 sell-out crowd 

for the 2021 event

Austin enjoyed a record 
400,000 sell-out crowd 

for the 2021 event

START YOUR ENGINES

Las Vegas would cer-
tainly be a spectacle, if 

done right



UNITED STATES GP

Formula 1 ventured to the United States of Amer-
ica after a year’s absence with the nail-biting 
title fight finely balanced. With Formula 1 boom-
ing in the States, and just six races left in an en-
thralling campaign, every point counts… 

PHIL HORTON / F1 EDITOR

2021 FIA FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING
HIGHLIGHTS

Max Verstappen broke 
Mercedes’ run of six suc-

cessive poles Stateside during 
a thrilling denouement to quali-
fying at the Circuit of the Amer-
icas.

COTA had previously been a 
Mercedes stronghold but at 
the bumpy Texan venue Red 
Bull came to the fore after in-
itially struggling at the outset 
of the weekend. Verstappen 
beat Hamilton to top spot by 
0.209s, much to the delight of 
the crowd, who packed into the 
venue on a hot day outside of 
Austin. 

“We definitely went into the 
right direction, so that helped,” 
said Verstappen. “But yeah, 

after FP1 I was like ‘oh, OK, 
it’s quite a big gap.’ But I think 
slowly, we just improved a bit 
and then we seemed to jump 
ahead. Of course, that’s a great 
effort from the whole team.”

Hamilton was able to secure 
a spot on the front row of the 
grid but felt Mercedes had re-
gressed after an impressive 
opening session on Friday.

“I would say for us since P1 
it’s been a little bit tougher, 
we have been making lots of 
changes to try to improve the 
car,” he said. “But it’s been 
a real challenge, and going 
into qualifying I think the first 
session wasn’t that great. Q1 
wasn’t spectacular but it start-

Verstappen beats Hamilton with 
final Q3 lap

Perez backs up Verstappen with 
third

Leclerc, Ferrari emerge as best of 
the rest

AlphaTauri get both cars in the top 
10 

ed to improve, particularly on 
the medium tyre, and the last 
two runs were pretty good. I 
think they have just been pret-
ty quick all weekend and I think 
we were able to match them or 
be ahead in P1 but since then 
they have really pulled a lot. 
You can tell that the car is quick 
because obviously both of 
them are up there and pulling 
in some seriously good laps.”

Sergio Perez had been in the 
hunt for a maiden pole position, 
and led the way after the first 
Q3 runs, but was unable to find 
the same gains as unearthed 
by Verstappen and Hamilton. 

“I knew that there was some 
time to find so I thought that 
this could be my day, you 
know? Unfortunately I didn’t 
put it all together then in the 
end when it counted.”

Valtteri Bottas was left down 
in fourth position and as a con-
sequence of an engine penalty 
was relegated to ninth spot. 
Ferrari edged rivals McLaren 
in the battle for the best of the 
rest spot, with Charles Leclerc 
in front of Carlos Sainz, while 
Daniel Ricciardo got the better 
of Lando Norris.

“It was a surprise, because we 
expected the McLarens to be 
stronger than us this weekend 
on this track,” said Leclerc. “And 
well, it’s not the case for now.”

AlphaTauri had both drivers 
in Q3 though failed to make 
any inroads on their rivals, as 
Pierre Gasly took ninth – which 
became eighth when Bottas’ 
sanction was applied – while 
Yuki Tsunoda rounded out the 
top 10.

Esteban Ocon was 11th for Al-
pine on a weekend in which 
the A521 lacked overall perfor-
mance. Ocon was given a tow 
by Fernando Alonso along the 
back straight but even that 
proved insufficient to make it 
any higher up the grid. 

Sebastian Vettel was the fast-
est of the trio who copped en-
gine penalties, ahead of Alonso 
and Williams’ George Russell, 
who had his sole Q2 push lap 
erased for track limits. Inter-
loper Antonio Giovinazzi was 
13th for Alfa Romeo. Lance 
Stroll suffered an early exit as 
he took only 16th place, in front 
of compatriot Nicholas Latifi, 
while Kimi Räikkönen was only 
18th for Alfa Romeo. 

Haas, as expected, classified as 
the slowest cars for its home 
grand prix. Mick Schumacher 
was unable to repeat his Q2 
heroics from Turkey as he took 
19th, with team-mate Nikita 
Mazepin picking up his usual 
position at the back.

QUALIFYING
RESULT

M. VERSTAPPEN / RED BULL

L. HAMILTON / MERCEDES

S. PEREZ / RED BULL

C. LECLERC / FERRARI 

C. SAINZ / FERRARI

D. RICCIARDO / MCLAREN

L. NORRIS / MCLAREN

P. GASLY / ALPHATAURI

V. BOTTAS / MERCEDES

Y. TSUNODA / ALPHATAURI

E. OCON / ALPINE

A. GIOVINAZZI / ALFA ROMEO

L. STROLL / ASTON MARTIN

N. LATIFI / WILLIAMS

K. RAIKKONEN / ALFA ROMEO

M. SCHUMACHER / HAAS

N. MAZEPIN / HAAS

S. VETTEL / ASTON MARTIN

F. ALONSO / ALPINE

G. RUSSELL / WILLIAMS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Verstappen beats Hamilton in Texan shootout



RACE

HIGHLIGHTS
After 56 laps of near com-

plete green flag racing, the 
fight for the win between this 
year’s two title protagonists 
was settled by just 1.3 sec-
onds!In this brilliant title fight, 
which has witnessed close 
scraps, acrimonious shunts and 
unrelenting battles, a capac-
ity crowd at the Circuit of the 
Americas were able to watch a 
scintillating strategic encoun-
ter. 

Around 140,000 of them came 
to COTA, a (big) stone’s throw 
from the vibrant city of Austin, 
on a hot autumnal day, fuelled 
by the Netflix inspired boom 
in Formula 1 interest state-
side since the sport’s last visit, 

24 months ago. The outcome 
leaves Max Verstappen in an 
advantageous position in the 
championship with just five 
rounds remaining, and the next 
two circuits tipped to suit Red 
Bull Racing’s package. 

The title fight is far from over 
but this felt a decisive moment 
in a championship that has 
been on a knife edge…

The start could have provided a 
potential flashpoint; a pinpoint 
apex atop the steep ascent of 
Turn 1, but after their clash at 
Silverstone and the bucking ro-
deo at Monza, the duo avoided 
contact – though it was close. 
Second spot on the grid in Aus-

Hamilton starts well and overhauls 
Verstappen into Turn 1

Red Bull immediately decides to go 
aggressive with tyre strategy

Verstappen just holds on through 
nail-biting final stint to win

Perez overcomes pre-race health 
setback and water bottle failure to 
take third 

UNITED STATES GRAND PRIX
RACE REPORT 

tin has traditionally provided an 
advantage, given it offers the 
inside line, and so it proved in 
2021. 

Verstappen and Hamilton made 
similarly strong getaways but 
despite Verstappen’s attempts 
to dive to the inside Hamilton 
had sufficient room and nosed 
the W12 to the corner first. 
Verstappen tried to hang on 
around the outside of the hair-
pin but had to cede position – 
and could be thankful that hav-
ing lost momentum it was the 
conciliatory sister Red Bull of 
Sergio Perez who in close prox-
imity. Had it been an external 
rival running side-by-side into 
Turn 3 Verstappen would have 
been relegated to third. 

But Hamilton could not break 
free up front from his Dutch 
pursuer who could see that 
the Mercedes driver was strug-
gling on his Medium compound 
tyres. So Red Bull, surprisingly, 
took up the role of aggressor 
and utilised the power of the 
undercut by coming in to the 
pits on lap 10. Immediately Ver-
stappen’s performance was 
stronger, holding the net lead, 
to the extent that when Ham-
ilton came in just three laps 
later, the Red Bull driver had 
already cantered up the road, 
seven seconds to the good. 

Hamilton gradually reeled that 
deficit in through the second 
stint but once more Red Bull 

decided to pull the pin quite 
early on and opted for track po-
sition over tyre life by servicing 
Verstappen for a second time 
on lap 29. That set the tone for 
the remainder of the race and 
Hamilton extended his stint 
until lap 37, giving him eight lap 
fresher Hards compared to his 
Red Bull opponent, and 19 laps 
to close down a nine-second 
lead…
 
Initial progress was slow as 
Hamilton carefully worked in his 

Circuit: COTA 
Laps: 56 (5.513km)
Lap Record: 1:36.169

Verstappen inches closer to maiden title… 

(Below) Verstappen goes wide 
at Turn 1...

(Bottom) ...and Hamilton takes 
the lead of the race

C. LECLERC (2019)   



tyres but as Verstappen encoun-
tered lapped cars in a less optimal 
position, the Mercedes driver began 
to hunt his prey. With just two laps 
to go the gap was a mere 1.1s, ag-
onisingly close to DRS range, but 
Hamilton went ever so slightly deep 
into the hairpin at Turn 11. That 
strung the gap out to 1.6 seconds 
but once more traffic almost hin-
dered the race leader… 

Verstappen encountered Haas’ 
Mick Schumacher through the sta-
dium section and that immediately 
brought Hamilton back into play, as 
the gap hovered around a second 
when they begun the final lap. But 
a superb first sector from Verstap-
pen left Hamilton outside of DRS 
range and once they got to Turn 
12 without a positional change the 
race was won. 

“The whole race, the pressure was 
on, not knowing how quickly Lewis 
was going to get you,” said Verstap-
pen. “We went very aggressive on 
the first stop after losing the lead in 
the start then again in the middle 
stint Lewis was within that under-
cut range so we had to respond, go 
early again, and then the last stint 
was very long, in this heat especial-
ly. 

“We managed to hang on at the 
end, just enough within the tyres 
to push. With two laps to go I had 
the Haas in front of me, going into 
the last sector he was in front, and 
especially with worn tyres it is not 
easy to follow, of course luckily 
then he gave me that DRS so what-
ever I lost I think it stabilised a bit 
because of that DRS. The last lap 
was all about trying to have a good 

first sector and beginning of the 
second sector but it wasn’t easy as 
the tyres were really finished, but 
yeah, incredible to win here.”

Hamilton meanwhile, although 
sounding rather dispirited about 
the result, was the consummate 
professional, congratulating his title 
rival for a well fought clean race.

“It was a fun race,” said Hamilton. 
“We had a good start. Then he 
seemed to be quite close through-
out on the Medium tyres and then 
obviously they stopped extremely 
early. Tried to offset myself after 
that and was hoping it would give 
us a chance for fighting late on but 
I think track position was key today.

“I think they were quicker all week-
end and on all tyres today. Just in 
the heat, that’s their real strength 
has shone through this weekend, 
a bit like other places, Bahrain this 
year, yeah did the best I could with 
what we had.”

Perez though, filled his role dutifully 
on the opening lap and then pre-
served third position throughout, 
picking up another podium finish, 
albeit 40 seconds behind the du-
elling title rivals. But there were 
mitigating factors. The Mexican 
suffered a seriously upset stomach 
earlier on Sunday morning – of the 
brown rain variety – and then had 
his water bottle break prior to the 
start, leaving him without fluids for 
the entire race. 

“After lap 20 I was pretty much 
done,” conceded an exhausted 
Perez after the race. “I rehydrated 
myself really well [before the race] 

(Top) McLaren had a tough race, 
but finished in the points

(Right) Vettel attacks Russell at 
the start of the race



(Top) Tyres changed in a 
flash! 

(Right) Sainz fends off 
Bottas and Ricciardo

but then from lap one onwards, I 
ran out of drink. Already from the 
first stint I was struggling real-
ly, really massively to take things 
properly. I was really losing out in 
strength and it was really difficult. 
Especially the last 30, 40 laps were 
extremely tough.”

Charles Leclerc was a superb fourth 
for Ferrari as he moved clear of his 
opponents and finished almost a pit 
stop ahead. Daniel Ricciardo prof-
ited from a combative first lap to 
register fifth and put in one of his 
best displays of the season, Monza 
aside. Ricciardo clearly revels in all 
things Texan so maybe McLaren’s 
trick to extract his best displays 
should be to put on accents at oth-
er races too… 

Valtteri Bottas endured a frustrat-
ing race from a penalised ninth 
of the grid, ceding a spot to Yuki 
Tsunoda early on, before methodi-
cally clawing his way back to sixth 
place. Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz was 
hampered by losing out on the first 
lap, as well as a slow pit stop, en 
route to seventh spot while Lando 
Norris had a relatively quiet race as 
he took eighth. 

Behind the squabbling Ferraris 
and McLarens came Tsunoda, who 
banked a valuable couple of points 
for AlphaTauri in the wake of Pierre 
Gasly suffering a suspected sus-
pension failure, having also had a 
sensor issue on the grid. 

Kimi Räikkönen had looked set for 
the final point but spun through the 
Esses late on, dropping down to 
13th spot, which benefited Sebas-
tian Vettel, who put in a strong re-
covery from 18th on the grid to take 

the final point on offer. Antonio Gio-
vinazzi was 11th, as his run without 
points went on, while Lance Stroll’s 
prospects unravelled at the start 
when he was tipped into a spin by 
compatriot Nicholas Latifi, who was 
squeezed into Turn 1. 

The Williamses were a low-key 
14th and 15th, with George Rus-
sell ahead of his team-mate, who 
boxed early on due to his damaged 
front wing. 2021 backmarkers Haas 
had a pretty torrid home grand prix 
but at least got both cars to the 
chequered flag. Mick Schumacher 
had a combative first lap before re-
gressing to the mean though Nikita 
Mazepin’s race was ruined at the 
start due to a loose headrest that 
necessitated an unscheduled stop. 

Alpine had a torrid end to a fairly 
miserable weekend. Esteban Ocon 
was left out of sync after suffer-
ing front wing damage when the 
field funnelled into Turn 3 and later 
retired. He was joined on the side-
lines by Fernando Alonso, who was 
in the thick of the fight for the final 
point, which involved close mo-
ments with both Alfa Romeo driv-
ers and some arguments with race 
control. But it all came to naught 
due to a rear wing issue. It brought 
Alpine’s streak of points, which had 
impressively stretched back to Imo-
la, to a close. 

Formula 1 travels next to the Autó-
dromo Hermanos Rodriguez in two 
weeks time, a traditional Red Bull 
stronghold, but a venue at which 
Lewis Hamilton triumphed in 2019. 
Oh, and it’ll be a Perez party too. 
That long run down to Turn 1 will be 
fun… 

(Left) Only in America!

(Below) A double Red Bull 
podium



WINNER

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Max Verstappen Red Bull

2 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1.333

3 Sergio Perez Red Bull 42.223

4 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 52.246

5 Daniel Ricciardo McLaren 76.854

6 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 80.128

7 Carlos Sainz Jr Ferrari 84.545

8 Lando Norris McLaren 1 Lap

9 Yuki Tsunoda AlphaTauri 1 Lap

10 Sebastian Vettel Aston Martin 1 Lap

11 Antonio Giovinazzi Alfa Romeo 1 Lap

12 Lance Stroll Aston Martin 1 Lap

13 Kimi Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1 Lap

14 George Russell Williams 1 Lap

15 Nicholas Latifi Williams 1 Lap

16 Mick Schumacher Haas 2 Laps

17 Nikita Mazepin Haas 2 Laps

18 Fernando Alonso Alpine DNF

19 Esteban Ocon Alpine DNF

20 Pierre Gasly AlphaTauri DNF

RESULT
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Max Verstappen 287.5

2 Lewis Hamilton 275.5

3 Valtteri Bottas 185

4 Sergio Perez 150

5 Lando Norris 149

6 Charles Leclerc 128

7 Carlos Sainz 122.5

8 Daniel Ricciardo 105

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Mercedes 460.5

2 Red Bull 437.5

3 McLaren 254

4 Ferrari 250.5

5 Alpine 104

6 AlphaTauri 94

7 Aston Martin 62

8 Williams 23

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

MAX VERSTAPPEN



SNAPSHOT

Hamilton chased Verstappen 
in the closing laps

Verstappen attempts 
to force Hamilton wide

Red Bull watch on 
during the podium

Things got close 
at the start

The 
podium trio
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VERSTAPPEN HAS NO INTEREST IN F1’S 
NETFLIX HYPE
Max Verstappen says he 
refused to take part in the 
latest series of Drive to Survive. 
The show, produced by Box-
to-Box and shown on major 
streaming service Netflix, 
has been a huge hit, and is 
regularly cited in introducing 
new fans to Formula 1, 
particularly in the United 
States. Three seasons have so 
far aired, covering behind-the-
scenes antics from the 2018, 
2019 and 2020 campaigns, and 
filming has been underway for 
a fourth season throughout 
2021. But Verstappen has 
declined to give one-on-one 
interviews and has been extra 
wary when Netflix’s cameras 
have been lurking.

“I understand that it needs to 
be done to boost the popularity 
in America,” Verstappen told 
The Associated Press. “But 
from my side as a driver, I don’t 

like being part of it. They faked 
a few rivalries which they don’t 
really exist. So I decided to not 
be a part of it and did not give 
any more interviews after that 
because then there is nothing 
you can show. I am not really a 
dramatic show kind of person, I 
just want facts and real things 
to happen.”

Asked if they would present 
him and Hamilton as bitter 
rivals, he replied: “Probably in 
the Netflix show we will be. 
One time we bumped into each 
other walking, so probably that 
will be in there.”

The fourth season of Drive to 
Survive is likely to be released 
as part of the build-up to the 
2022 season next March.

TOP STORY

There won’t be much 
Max insight on Netflix

Ferrari is no longer the most 
popular team on the Formula 
1 grid, according to a recent 
survey. A study undertaken 
by Formula 1, Nielsen and the 
Motorsport Network, in which 
over 167,000 contributors took 
part, found that McLaren now 
holds the claim as the most 
popular team. 

In each study undertaken since 
2006, Ferrari had been the 
most favoured outfit, however 
the most recent edition of 
the survey finds the Italian 
powerhouse has dropped 
to third in the rankings. 
McLaren now has the highest 
support, with 29.5 per cent 
of respondents choosing the 
Woking-based squad as its 
favourite team, up from 15.8 
per cent in 2017.

A noticeable increase in 
popularity has been seen in 

female fans, with almost 50 
per cent of female participants 
listing McLaren as their top 
team to follow. McLaren was 
the top-ranked team in the 
UK, US, Australia, Canada and 
Brazil, while regionally it was 
ranked number one in Europe. 
The team has enjoyed an 
upturn in performance over 
the last number of seasons, 
claiming its first win since 2012 
this year at the Italian Grand 
Prix. In 2021, it runs a driver 
line-up of proven race-winner 
Daniel Ricciardo, and its young 
star in Lando Norris, who was 
highlighted as the second most 
popular driver on the grid in 
the survey. 

Red Bull Racing was the 
second favourite team, aided 
by Max Verstappen emerging 
as the most supported driver, 
with Ferrari and Mercedes 
following in third and fourth 

respectively. Ferrari’s 
popularity since the last survey 
in 2017 has taken a major 
hit. The team registered top 
among 18 per cent of survey 
respondents, down from 32 per 
cent four years ago. Mercedes, 
pursuing its eighth consecutive 
double world title this year, has 
moved from 16.2 per cent in 
2017 to 11.9 per cent in 2021.

FERRARI NO LONGER FORMULA 1’S MOST POPULAR TEAM

Ferrari’s popularity has 
waned in recent years



Mika Hakkinen will partner 
Valtteri Bottas at the 
next edition of the Race 
of Champions, which is 
scheduled to take place in 
Sweden in February. 

Pirelli has wrapped up 
testing of its 2022-spec 
18-inch tyres, concluding a 
programme that involved 
nine teams across 28 days 
of running. 

F1 formed a content 
partnership with the NBA 
for the US Grand Prix, 
with brand activations 
throughout the weekend. 
Aston Martin won a Free 
Throw shoot, with a $20,000 
charitable prize, in the 
paddock on Thursday. 

Red Bull and AlphaTauri 
sported Acura branding on 
its Formula 1 cars at COTA 
in order to promote Honda’s 
luxury division that is 
prominent in North America. 

Formula 2 and Formula 3 will 
restructure its points system 
from 2022 to place a greater 
focus on Feature Races. A 
maximum of 39 points will 
be available each event. 

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS WILLIAMS ADDS SARGEANT TO YOUNG 
DRIVER ROSTER 

Williams has recruited Logan 
Sargeant on a long-term 
agreement. Sargeant most 
recently competed in his third 
FIA Formula 3 campaign, 
ending the 2021 championship 
in seventh with four podiums, 
which included a race victory at 
the Sochi Autodrom. In 2020, 
the American was in contention 
for the F3 title but missed out 
on the championship at the 
final round.

“I am delighted to be joining 
the Williams Racing Driver 
Academy,” Sargeant said. “It’s a 
team with not only a fantastic 
history, but a great track record 
of bringing young talent into 
Formula 1. I am really excited 
to begin working with the team 
and can’t wait to hit the ground 
running.”

As part of his role, Williams 
says that the 20-year-old will 
take part in simulator work and 
assist with car development, 
becoming “fully immersed into 
the team both trackside and at 

the factory in Grove”.

Williams CEO Jost Capito 
added: “I am incredibly 
pleased to welcome Logan 
to the Williams Racing Driver 
Academy. He’s demonstrated 
his talent in FIA Formula 
3, consistently delivering 
strong results in an extremely 
competitive field. I’m proud 
that Williams will play a part 
in supporting the progression 
and growth of another talented 
young driver.”

Formula 1 has not had an 
American representative 
since 2015, when Alexander 
Rossi entered five rounds for 
Manor Marussia. Williams, 
which was acquired in 2020 
by US investment firm Dorilton 
Capital, will field Nicholas Latifi 
and Alexander Albon in 2022.

VICTORIA PREMIER DISMISSES MOOTED SYDNEY F1 BID
The Premier of Victoria has 
dismissed suggestions that 
Sydney could prise Formula 
1’s Australian Grand Prix away 
from Melbourne. A report on 
Seven News last week outlined 
tentative plans linking Sydney 
to a bid to run Australia’s 
grand prix. Melbourne has held 
Formula 1’s Australian Grand 
Prix since 1996 and holds a 
contract through 2025. 

The last two editions have 
not been held; 2020’s event 
was called off hours before 
running was due to begin 
while 2021’s grand prix was 
cancelled because of Australia’s 
entry restrictions. Formula 
1 is scheduled to return to 
Melbourne in April, as the third 

round of 2022, with Australia’s 
entry restrictions expected to 
ease in the coming weeks and 
months as vaccination targets 
are reached. Melbourne’s 
lengthy lockdown ended on 
Friday.

“Last time I looked it was going 
to be run across the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge and that was 
two days before we signed a 
10-year deal,” quipped Victoria 
Premier Daniel Andrews. “We 
don’t take anything for granted 
but the grand prix is here to 
stay. Anyway, that’s fine, others 
can have a go, the race is here, 
it’s going to be held in April, I 
look forward to sitting down 
with Stefano Domenicali and 
having a long chat about how 

great it is to have Formula 1 
back. We’re very confident 
that this is the major events 
capital of our nation. We’re not 
complacent in any way, but 
from time to time we get told 
from Sydney what they’re going 
to pinch from us and it very 
rarely happens, I can’t think 
of an example actually. We’ve 
got a contract, the contract 
isn’t ending next week, we’ve 
got years to run, we’re very 
confident that this is the place 
for Formula 1.”

Sargeant has taken a 
major step in his career

Melbourne is Australia’s 
Formula 1 venue 



 

TOP        SHOT
No, this isn’t a ‘Where’s Wally’ 

- it was a packed house at 
COTA where 400,000 fans 

crammed into the 
track over three 

days



GETTING
TECHNICAL
BY ROSARIO GIULIANA

MotoGP riders described the 
surface as dangerous and it 
caused multiple incidents, but 
it’s not such a safety issue for 
F1 than it is a performance 
concern with some cars able 
to ride the bumps better than 
others.

Before the Grand Prix week-
end, the Austin circuit experts 
carried out a ‘leveling’ job of 
the bumps present in sector 
one, which is the most techni-
cal part of the track. Despite 
this, the problem has not been 
completely resolved, and most 
of the remaining disconnec-
tions have created various in-
conveniences in the more rigid 
structures.

However, this aspect does not 
affect performance very much, 
and once again Mercedes and 
Red Bull were within a few 
tenths of one another. The big 
difference between the W12 
and the RB16B lies in the rake 
set-up, with the two teams 
that we know to adopt practi-
cally opposite solutions. Red 
Bull uses a high rake, while 
Mercedes has always been the 
team that adopts a very flat car 
on the ground.

This difference further accen-
tuates the difficulties encoun-
tered with a bumpy surface. 
Due to the flatter set-up, the 
W12 tends to ground more, 
creating a greater risk of dam-

Formula 1 returned to the Circuit of the Americas track after a one-year break, 
owing to the pandemic, and the teams arrived to a bumpy circuit that caused 
major problems for MotoGP just a month earlier, and made finding the right set-
up trickier than normal.

COTA’s bumps and why they’re a big problem...



GETTING TECHNICAL

age. However, it is the Red Bull 
that suffers the most from the 
bumps. Mercedes, on the other 
hand, immediately found itself 
at ease, confirming the fact 
that the Texan track tends to 
favour the characteristics of 
the Brackley car more.

What is noticeable above all 
is how Lewis Hamilton and 
Valtteri Bottas’ cars become 
practically parallel to the 
ground on the straight, as the 
downforce pushes the sus-
pension into the ground. This 
variable set-up has great ad-
vantages especially in terms 
of resistance to advancement, 
by lowering the car on the 
straights before it rises and 
returns to its normal rake posi-
tion (albeit much less than Red 
Bull) under braking and in slow 
sections, with an optimal set-
up to generate aerodynamic 

load from the floor and the 
diffuser.

Brackley’s engineers on this 
front took their cue from the 
work done by Adrian Newey 
in recent years, with a Red 
Bull that actually maintains 
a high rake setup only in the 
corners, and tends to be-
come flatter on the straights. 
However, Mercedes seems 
to have managed not only 
to copy this variable set-up, 
but to perfect it. On straights 
with high wing incidence, 
this dynamic movement that 
changes the height of the 
diffuser from the ground is 
even more pronounced. Red 
Bull prefers less loaded wings 
than Mercedes, and it is also 
for this reason that the low-
ering of the car is more evi-
dent on the W12 dips.
Mercedes have worked hard 

to make up for the downforce 
deficit lost with the floor cut, 
which proved to be more pe-
nalising for low-rake single-
seaters. The upgrade package 
brought to Silverstone with 
a new floor and new barge-
boards was remarkable, almost 
miraculous. All the dynamic 
fluid in the sidepod area has 
been radically revised with the 
aim first of all to reduce aero-
dynamic drag, and secondly 
to better laminate the air flow 
which will then end up in the 
rear part of the floor and the 
diffuser.

This whole area with the 2022 
regulations will disappear, and 
will leave room for simplified 
aerodynamics, without all the 
flaps and flow deviators pre-

sent on current F1 cars, favour-
ing the flow of air inside the 
underfloor venturi ducts.

The W12 in Austin was on top in 
practice, with the suspicion that 
they are squeezing the maxi-
mum from their Power Unit, 
even at the expense of reliabil-
ity. Bottas with the new ICE (the 
sixth of the season) suffered a 
penalty of five positions on the 
grid, to the advantage of a new 
engine to be exploited at full 
capacity on a track where pow-
er matters a lot. We know the 
hot asphalt conditions favour 
the W12 more than the RB16B, 
and the cornering qualities of 
Hamilton and Bottas’ car can 
be clearly seen in the “zigzag” 
corners of sector one.



EMILIA ROMAGNA GP

Misano offered up a second helping of MotoGP action 
as the 2021 season entered its twilight stages. Fabio 
Quartararo was on the verge of his first title - though he 
would likely have to beat his only remaining rival in Franc-
esco Bagnaia at arguably his best circuit to wrap it up pri-
or to Portimao...

KYLE FRANCIS / MOTOGP EDITOR

2021 MOTO GP WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP



QUALIFYING
HIGHLIGHTS

Francesco Bagnaia had it 
all to do to try and prevent 

Fabio Quartararo from wrap-
ping up his first MotoGP world 
championship as the grand prix 
circus returned to the Italian 
Riviera for its second helping of 
Misano action. The Ducati man 
needed to gain at least three 
markers on the Frenchman to 
take the title fight to Portimao. 

On Saturday at the San Mari-
no venue, Bagnaia tamed the 
tricky Italian conditions, scor-
ing an emphatic fourth straight 
pole position, despite suffering 
a Q1 scare as he failed to post 
a strong enough lap in FP3 on 
Saturday morning. 

Slicks were the order of the 
session as the track contin-
ued to slowly dry out, though 
with only a narrow racing line 
fit for the dry tyres, precision 
and bravery were imperative 
to grabbing a spot towards the 
front of the grid for the Emilia 
Romagna Grand Prix. 

Crucial experience garnered 
from having competed in the 
opening segment of qualify-
ing allowed Bagnaia to hit the 
ground running in the early mo-
ments of Q2, with his blistering 
1m 33.095s gambit ultimately 
proving to be enough for pole.

“This is the best way to end a 
nice Saturday at home because 

 Bagnaia graduates from Q1 en-
route to fourth successive pole 

 Quartararo eliminated in Q1 as he 
struggles in tricky conditions 

 Marini stuns with third, less than a 
tenth adrift of factory Ducatis 

 Rossi’s final race on home soil 
made tougher with 23rd position 
start  

I’m on pole in front of our fans,” 
said Bagnaia. “Today given the 
conditions I think it was better 
to be in Q1 because I did more 
laps in FP4 I could see our po-
tential was great, then I did the 
whole Q1 session doing laps 
and I took a lot of confidence to 
set a good time in Q2. I wasn’t 
sure a 1:33.0 was enough be-
cause on the second attempt I 
had less confidence than in the 
first attempt because I lost the 
front in a fast bend so I thought 
the second time I wouldn’t take 
as much risk.”

Starting behind Bagnaia was 
team-mate Jack Miller, the Aus-
sie ending up just 0.025s away 
from snapping Bagnaia’s pole 
streak as he looks to try and 
assist his late championship 
charge, while impressive rook-
ie Luca Marini made it a Ducati 
1-2-3 with a time less than a 
tenth adrift of the pole bench-
mark. 

Fourth went the way of Pol 
Espargaro, as the cooler condi-
tions similar to those of Silver-
stone, where he scored pole, 
going someway to helping him 
gain a better feeling with his 
Honda, while Miguel Oliveira 
returned to form with a strong 
run to fifth. 

Franco Morbidelli was the only 
Yamaha rider to grace the pole 

shootout thanks to Quartara-
ro’s Q1 struggles, with the 2020 
MotoGP vice-champion taking 
the start from a decent sixth 
as he gets back up to speed 
following the long lay-off he 
suffered as a result of his knee 
injury. 

Marc Marquez lost out on a 
possible front-row opportunity 
due to a late crash at Turn 6 in 
the closing stages of Q2-, with 
seventh his ultimate reward. 
Tech 3 KTM duo Iker Lecuona 
and Danilo Petrucci bagged 
eighth and ninth respectively, 
though more could have been 
possible without crashes for 
both in the latter minutes of the 
pole shootout. 

Johann Zarco’s strong weekend 
prior to qualifying crumbled 
around him thanks to an un-
timely crash that limited him 
to tenth on the grid ahead of 
Aprilia’s Aleix Espargaro, while 
the other Pramac machine of 
Jorge Martin was the final man 
to take part in Q2. 

Quartararo’s chances of putting 
his riders’ championship out of 
reach for Bagnaia were reduced 
greatly as he was eliminated in 
the opening segment of qual-
ifying, his final effort three-
tenths short of grabbing the 
final spot in the pole shootout 
from Lecuona. He would ulti-

mately end up losing his best 
time for posting the gambit 
under yellow flag conditions, 
with his previous best lap good 
enough for only 15th. 

As the only other MotoGP ma-
chines to run with Inline-four 
engine configurations, Suzuki 
were also rather hamstrung by 
the damp conditions as it had 
to make do with a best starting 
spot of 14th for Alex Rins, while 
reigning series champion Joan 
Mir suffered a crash en-route to 
a lowly 19th on the sister GSX-
RR. 

Valentino Rossi’s final MotoGP 
start on home soil looked to be 
a difficult one as he also strug-
gled with his Yamaha, the sev-
en-time premier class champi-
on able to score only 23rd and 
last on the timesheets. 

Bagnaia snares pole as Quartararo 
starts down in 15th place



RACE
HIGHLIGHTS

The Emilia Romagna Grand 
Prix was always going to 

prove to be a crucial race re-
garding the outcome of the 
2021 FIM MotoGP World Cham-
pionship, one way or another, 
and so it proved as Fabio Quar-
tararo wrapped up his first ever 
senior MotoGP title with a run 
to fourth as Francesco Bagnaia 
saw his hopes extinguished 
with a costly, under pressure, 
crash from the lead, just six 
laps from home. 

The wet, tricky conditions 
that had plagued the circuit 
all weekend were replaced by 
blue skies and sunshine on the 
Italian Riviera when the lights 

went out, giving Bagnaia a 
clear run into Turn 1 with team-
mate Jack Miller directly behind 
to act a rear-gunner. 

It would be Marc Marquez 
though who won on the day as 
the Honda pilot continues to 
re-gain his old form almost by 
the race, the six-time premier 
class champion hassling Bag-
naia all the way until the lead-
ing Ducati folded at Turn 15 at 
ended his day in the gravel trap 
around the outer extremities of 
the corner. 

Having made one of his cus-
tomary lightning starts from 
seventh on the grid, Marquez 

Quartararo secures first ever Mo-
toGP title for France after Bagnaia 
crashes out 

Marquez pressures Bagnaia all the 
way as he takes second successive 
win 

Bastianini repeats San Marino GP 
heroics as he snatches rostrum on 
final lap 
 
Rossi’s enjoys storming final home 
race as he comes home 10th after 
starting 23rd  

EMILIA ROMAGNA
RACE REPORT 

crossed the line to start the 
second tour in third and right 
in the wheel-tracks of Mill-
er’s Ducati, though this would 
swiftly become second as the 
Aussie foreshadowed the end 
of his team-mate’s title tilt with 
an identical crash at Turn 15. 

Marquez, running the soft com-
pound front tyre compared 
to Bagnaia’s hard front, then 
quickly ran down the Italian, 
stalking him across the rest of 
the encounter until it looked 
like Bagnaia’s unusual tyre 
choice looked to be working as 
he build up an advantage of 
nearly a second over the Span-
iard. 

But it ultimately turned out 
to be too good to be true, as 
Bagnaia slid out and allowed 
Marquez to fly past and even-
tually take the chequered flag 
4.8 seconds ahead of Pol Es-
pargaro, who not only scored 
his first rostrum since joining 
Honda for 2021 but also com-
pleted the manufacturer’s 
first 1-2 result since the 2017 
Aragon GP. 

Quartararo meanwhile lost out 
on a dream podium finish as 
the icing on his championship 
cake thanks to another sensa-
tional charge from San Marino 
GP rostrum man Enea Bas-
tianini, the Avintia rider snatch-
ing away the third step of the 
rostrum from the Frenchman 

on the final lap. 

But Quartararo didn’t care 
though, as he crossed the line 
for the final time to secure the 
2021 title, the first ever in the 
premier class for a French rider 
and the first for Yamaha since 
Jorge Lorenzo lifted the trophy 
back in 2015. 

“I’ve started to lose my voice 
just one hour after the race, so 

Circuit: Imola 
Laps: 27 (4.226km)
Lap Record: 1:32.171

Marquez shows his class as Quartararo 
wraps up the title…

(Below) Grid entertainment 
pre-race

(Bottom) Green flag and they’re 
off in Imola



I can’t imagine how it will be to-
morrow morning!” enthused the 
2021 World MotoGP Champion 
shortly after his crowning contest. 
“The championship feels so good, 
I have no words but of course it is 
not the way I wanted to win be-
cause of Pecco [Bagnaia] crash-
ing. 

“We’ve had a really great year 
with lots of victories, podiums and 
I gave it everything to finish on 
the podium [today], but it was a 
bit too tough with our tyres, but I 
don’t care as I’m world champion. 
I could have finished last today 
and the feeling would have been 
the same, this is the best moment 
of my career. 

“The race was tough because I 
made a really bad start, I’ve never 
experienced making a start in Mo-
toGP from that far back and I think 
my front tyre pressure was too 
high so I couldn’t brake and had 
a lot of moments where I nearly 
crashed. 

“Being close to the podium was 
amazing, I had a new experience 
starting far back and with the 
championship pressure, I felt bad 
this morning with belly ache and 
this was the first time I found it 
difficult to eat before the race. 
Today was a big day and we man-
aged to be world champion, so 
from today I’ll be able to lose the 
pressure and really enjoy the last 
two races. 

“I tried to finish on the podium 
but my front tyre was finished and 
Enea [Bastianini] was much fast-
er at the end, but I don’t care and 

it was great to be with my fami-
ly and crew on the podium first. 
I wanted to have my family here 
because I have worked a lot with 
them, my Dad made a lot of sacri-
fices for me to race and my Mum 
was home alone and then my 
brother was helping me to train 
when I was a kid so it was great to 
have them here.” 

Marquez meanwhile was thrilled 
to have won at a predominantly 
right-handed circuit for the first 
time since his frightening Jerez 
accident over a year ago, leaving 
him confident he can fight more 
consistently at more tracks in 
2022. 

“This victory is much more im-
portant than Austin, as I said on 
Thursday my target was to be 
on the podium here or Portimao 
because for myself I wanted a 
podium on a right-handed cir-
cuit before the end of the sea-
son,” explained Marquez. “I didn’t 
expect to win here at Misano in 
these conditions with a race pace 
that was incredibly fast, even like 
this we were lucky because Pecco 
[Bagnaia] was a bit faster than us 
but when he pushed I gave up. 

“But then on that lap where he 
started to push and I gave up he 
crashed, fortunately he’s OK and 
we profited from it and could fin-
ish the race in a good way. Im-
portantly for me I was able to ride 
in my normal way in the first half 
of the race and then in the last 
part of the race I started to feel 
something and lose feeling for the 
front, so then I couldn’t ride the 
way I wanted. 

(Top) Bagnaia came under 
pressure from race winner 

Marquez

(Right) Quartararo finished 
fifth to secure the title



(Top) Bagnaia fell late on in 
the race

(Right) Yamaha celebra-
tions as they take the 

riders’ title

“Even like this I was able to keep 
up a consistent pace, so we keep 
improving and this is a great way 
to end the 2021 season so we can 
prepare well for 2022. I’m very 
happy because at the first Misano 
race I finished fourth but ten sec-
onds from Pecco, and today I was 
able to follow him and the guy in 
third was eight seconds behind so 
I’m very impressed and happy.”

Bagnaia was philosophical over 
the end of his title hopes for this 
year, the 2018 Moto2 world cham-
pion content with the belief he had 
no choice but to win if he wanted 
any chance of stealing the crown 
from Quartararo at the death. 

“This year I’ve learned a lot and 
grown a lot, I’m sure next year our 
bike will be even more incredible 
than this years, and I’ll be more 
prepared for the championship,” 
said the disappointed Italian. “I 
don’t know why I crashed but I 
was on the limit, it was winning 
or gravel so I tried all but I got the 
gravel so this was frustrating. The 
only possibility [of the title] was to 
win and we were at the top again, 
so we just have to be happy.” 

Johann Zarco would follow his 
countryman home in fifth for Pra-
mac Racing as the only full-time 
Desmosedici GP21 rider to make it 
to the chequered flag as he led a 
close train of four riders, Suzuki’s 
Alex Rins just behind with Aprilia 
pair Aleix Espargaro and Maver-
ick Viñales securing seventh and 
eighth respectively. 

Luca Marini saw a strong opening 

half of the encounter amount to 
nothing as he faded badly across 
the latter phases of the contest, 
the second Avintia man hanging 
onto ninth ahead of half-brother 
Valentino Rossi-the Petronas SRT 
Yamaha rider completing the top 
ten in his final MotoGP race on 
home ground. 

The seven-time premier class 
champion did well to recover from 
23rd and last on the grid to carve 
through the mid-field throughout 
the 27-lap sprint, heading team-
mate Andrea Dovizioso and Franco 
Morbidelli-who fell from fifth ear-
ly as he likely struggled with fit-
ness-by 14 seconds in the end. 

Miguel Oliveira looked to be in a 
good position to score his first 
podium since Germany after Bag-
naia’s incident, though it wasn’t to 
be as he suffered a similarly early 
bath on the very same lap. 

KTM’s day failed to get any bet-
ter as Brad Binder picked up a 
long-lap for track limits en-route 
to a disappointing 11th, while Tech 
3 saw their promising weekend 
go up in smoke after both Dani-
lo Petrucci and Iker Lecuona ul-
timately crashed out, the former 
in a tangle with outgoing MotoGP 
world champion Joan Mir and the 
latter in a crash on his own. 

LCR likewise had a tough Misano 
outing after Takaaki Nakagami slid 
down early on-though he would 
rejoin and later grab the final 
point for 15th-while Alex Marquez 
ground to a halt with technical 
dramas not long afterwards. 

(Below) An emotional day 
for the Frenchman



WINNER

POS RIDER TEAM GAP

1 Marc MARQUEZ Repsol Honda Team 41’52.830

2 Pol ESPARGARO Repsol Honda Team +4.859

3 Enea BASTIANINI Avintia Esponsorama +12.013

4 Fabio QUARTARARO Monster Energy Yamaha 
MotoGP +12.775

5 Johann ZARCO Pramac Racing +16.458

6 Alex RINS Team SUZUKI ECSTAR +17.669

7 Aleix ESPARGARO Aprilia Racing Team 
Gresini +18.468

8 Maverick VIÑALES Aprilia Racing Team 
Gresini +18.607

9 Luca MARINI SKY VR46 Avintia +25.417

10 Valentino ROSSI Petronas Yamaha SRT +27.735

11 Brad BINDER Red Bull KTM Factory 
Racing +27.879

12 Michele PIRRO Ducati Lenovo Team +28.137

13 Andrea DOVIZIOSO Petronas Yamaha SRT +41.413

14 Franco MORBIDELLI Monster Energy Yamaha 
MotoGP +42.830

15 Takaaki NAKAGAMI LCR Honda IDEMITSU +1’22.462

16 Francesco BAGNAIA Ducati Lenovo Team 5 Laps

17 Miguel OLIVEIRA Red Bull KTM Factory 
Racing 5 Laps

18 Jorge MARTIN Pramac Racing 15 Laps

19 Iker LECUONA Tech 3 KTM Factory 
Racing 17 Laps

20 Alex MARQUEZ LCR Honda CASTROL 18 Laps

21 Jack MILLER Ducati Lenovo Team 24 Laps

22 Danilo PETRUCCI Tech 3 KTM Factory 
Racing 25 Laps

23 Joan MIR Team SUZUKI ECSTAR 25 Laps

RESULT
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Fabio Quartararo 267

2 Francesco Bagnaia 202

3 Joan Mir 175

4 Johann Zarco 152

5 Jack Miller 149

6 Marc Marquez 142

7 Brad Binder 136

8 Aleix Espargaro 113

POS TEAM PTS

1 Yamaha Factory Team 364

2 Ducati Team 355

3 Team Suzuki MotoGP 266

4 Repsol Honda Team 239

5 Pramac Racing 238

6 Red Bull KTM Factory 228

7 Aprilia Racing Team 128

8 Team LCR 125

TEAMS’STANDINGS

RIDERS’STANDINGS

MARC MARQUEZ



SNAPSHOT

Bagnaia is 
comforted by Miller

Quartararo is 
world champion!

Title 
celebrations

A 1-2 finish 
for Honda
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M MOTOGP RAISES RIDER ENTRY AGE TO 18 
FOLLOWING RECENT INCIDENTS

The minimum age to compete 
in motorcycle grand prix racing 
will be raised from 16 to 18 
for 2023 onwards following 
changes from the Federation of 
International Motorcycles (FIM).

The raising of the age limit 
comes following a string of 
tragic accidents throughout 
2021 across the Moto3-based 
categories as well as the 
similarly slipstream dependent 
World Supersport 300 series 
that culminated in the deaths 
of Jason Depasquier, Dean 
Berta Vinales as well Hugo 
Millan in a Red Bull Rookies 
race in July.

Another frightening accident 
took place at the Circuit of the 
Americas during the Moto3 
world championship contest 
three weeks ago, with Deniz 
Oncu picking up a two-race 
ban for dangerously cutting 
across Jeremy Alcoba at high 
speed, causing several riders 
to slam into the bikes strewn 
across the circuit.

A document detailing the raft 

of changes across all FIM ruled 
series was released on Friday 
afternoon, revealing that from 
2023 the minimum age to 
enter the Moto3, Moto2 and 
MotoGP world championships 
will be raised from 16 to 18.

Exceptions will be made for 
riders that enter the ’23 season 
under the age of 18 that have 
already competed in ’22, while 
going forward the champions 
of the FIM Moto3 Junior world 
championship and Red Bull 
Rookies series respectively will 
be given special dispensation 
to enter the Moto3 world 
championship at age 17.

These changes come in order 
to try and reduce the risk the 
frequency of aggressive riding 
resulting in incidents, with the 
bulk of the problems coming 
from riders aged 16 and under 
and in series that frequently 
see large slipstream battles 
due to the underpowered 
nature of the motorcycles.

TOP STORY

Marc Marquez has hailed 
his success in the Emilia 
Romagna Grand Prix 
at Misano “much more 
important” than his 
dominant win in the United 
States three weeks ago.

“This victory is much more 
important than Austin, as I 
said on Thursday my target 
was to be on the podium 
here or Portimao because 
for myself I wanted a 
podium on a right-handed 
circuit before the end of the 
season,” said Marquez post-
race.

NEWS HIGHLIGHTSVR46 UNVEILS SPECIAL ROSSI EMILIA 
ROMAGNA GP TRIBUTE LIVERY

The Avintia VR46 squad has 
revealed a special one-off 
livery for Valentino Rossi’s 
half-brother Luca Marini to 
use in the Emilia Romagna 
Grand Prix.

The Misano contest marks 
the final time Rossi will race 
on home soil in MotoGP, 
the Italian running a helmet 
paying tribute to his fans in 
celebration.

Rossi’s VR46 academy 
operation is helping run 

Marini’s Ducati at Avintia 
this season prior to taking 
over the operation fully for 
2022, and in celebration of 
its masthead’s upcoming 
retirement it will run a one-
off livery for Marini to run.

The livery incorporates 
Rossi’s infamous bright-
yellow branding with the 
words ‘Grazie Vale’ flanking 
the sides, a scheme that will 
also be used by the team’s 
Moto2 riders Marco Bezzecchi 
and Celestino Vietti.



 

TOP        SHOT
No. 1 for Quartararo as he claims 

his maiden MotoGP premier 
class championship



CIRCUIT OF THE AMERICAS
2021 W SERIES



RACE 1

HIGHLIGHTS

As the W Series ventured to 
the Circuit of the Americas, a 
double-header event signalled 
the season finale and the ti-
tle showdown between Jamie 
Chadwick and Alice Powell. 
Heading into the round, both 
drivers were level on points.

However, it was Chadwick who 
gained the advantage after 
race one, taking a commanding 
victory. Starting from second 
on the grid, Chadwick over-
took Abbi Pulling into the first 
corner and never looked back, 
dominating en route to her 
third victory of the 2021 cam-
paign.

“I’m really happy with that after 
starting second,” Chadwick said 
after the race. “Having Alice-
behind me on the grid, I knew 
I had to capitalise at the start 
and I managed to do that. I’ve 
won and moved ahead in the 
championship and that was the 
main objective today. I can’t 
afford to take any risks, so I 
was a bit hesitant at the start 
when I came under pressure 
from Emma [Kimilainen] but I 
held on, built a gap and man-
aged the race from there even 
though it was tricky with the 
tyres.”

Powell’s title chances looked to 

Chadwick dominates first COTA race 
to move closer to second W Series 
title

Powell progresses from 10th to third 
to keep championship hopes alive

Pole-sitter Pulling drops to fourth at 
the chequered flag

be in jeproady as he was forced 
to start the first race from 10th. 
However the Briton navigat-
ed her way through the pack 
and crossed the line in third, 
keeping her title hopes alive for 
Sunday’s race.

“Qualifying and practice were a 
nightmare for me, but starting 
so far back gave me the mind-
set of having nothing to lose,” 
Powell said. “As Daniel Ricciar-
do says, it was about licking 
the stamp and sending it, and 
I had great pace in the race so 
a big thank you to everyone at 
Racing X for working so hard to 
get me sorted and in the right 
frame of mind. So, a great race 
and hopefully there’s more to 
come tomorrow. Abbi [Pulling] 
and Sarah [Moore] were pret-
ty nice to me but I’m gutted 
to take that podium spot from 
Abbi at the end. She’s got an-
other front row start tomor-
row so hopefully she improves 
again.”

Kimilainen crossed the line in 
second ahead of Powell, the 
latter completing a late move 
on Pulling to move onto the 
podium. Beitske Visser was 
fifth, ahead of Jessica Hawkins 
and Sarah Moore.

In the last few point-scoring 
positions, Nerea Marti beat 
Fabienne Wohlwend and Miki 
Koyama, the latter taking the 
final point on offer.

Chadwick inches closer to title with 
victory, Powell finishes third

(Bottom) Chadwick celebrates 
her third victory of the 2021 

season

RACE 1 TOP TEN

# Driver Team Time

1 Jamie Chadwick Veloce Racing 33:59.968

2 Emma Kimilainen Ecurie W 34:01.225

3 Alice Powell Racing X 34:03.564

4 Abbi Pulling Puma W Series Team 34:04.260

5 Beitske Visser M. Forbes Motorsport 34:20.264

6 Jessica Hawkins Racing X 34:21.431

7 Sarah Moore Scuderia W 34:22.062

8 Nerea Marti W Series Academy 34:25.347

9 Fabienne Wohlwend Bunker Racing 34:28.992

10 Miki Koyama Sirin Racing 34:30.260

WINNER
Jamie Chadwick



RACE 2

HIGHLIGHTS

W Series did not see a new 
champion crowned last week-
end, as it was Chadwick, who 
entered the year looking to 
defend her title glory from two 
years ago, who came out on 
top.

Starting from pole position, 
she retained her lead into the 
first corner and throughout the 
opening lap, setting the tone 
for what would be another 
dominant effort from the Brit-
on.

With her main rival Powell 
starting further down the grid, 
Chadwick entered the race as 

the clear favourite, and suc-
cessfully kept her cool to es-
tablish herself as the grid’s top 
driver.

“That was a mega end to a 
mega year,” Chadwick said. “It 
feels so good to finish it off like 
that – what a win! Thank you to 
W Series, Veloce, Formula 1 and 
everyone who’s supported me. 
It means so much to defend my 
title. It’s been really hard work 
this year as I’ve been pushed 
all the way by Alice. The stakes 
were higher this weekend with 
the double-header, but to seal 
it by winning both races makes 
it so much sweeter and I’m 

Chadwick dominates again and 
clinches second W Series title 

Powell’s championship hopes end 
with run to sixth place

Pulling and Kimilainen complete 
podium finishers

delighted to come out on top. 
Massive congratulations to 
Alice who’s pushed me really 
hard, and it was a tough week-
end for her with some issues 
which were out of her hands.”

With the title under wraps, 
Chadwick also picks up 
$500,000 in prize money as 
well as 15 FIA Super Licence 
points, which are new to W Se-
ries for this year.

Behind her, Pulling was sec-
ond on the road after she just 
missed out on a top three fin-
ish during Saturday’s race. 
She crossed the line ahead of 
Kimilainen, who secured both 
her fifth podium of the 2021 
campaign and third place in the 
championship.

“Third place in the champion-
ship is a really good job,”Kimi-
lainen said. “Unfortunately, the 
first half of the season was a 
little bit flat for me but, lucki-
ly, I got to turn it around and it 
has shown me that I have the 
potential to win the title next 
year.”

Moore was fourth, while Visser 
was fifth. In sixth came Powell, 
whose title hopes ended de-
spite the handful of positions 
she was able to make up in the 
second race.

Belen Garcia returned to the 
points in seventh, while Marti 
took back-to-back eighth place 

finishes. Ayla Agren scored 
points for the first time since 
the opening round of the year, 
while Caitlin Wood rounded 
out the top 10, taking the final 
point on offer.

And so concludes the sec-
ond campaign of W Series, the 
all-female spectacle that gives 
women a platform to race. The 

category will be back in 2022 
once again. 

Chadwick clinches title with another 
dominating COTA drive

(Bottom) Chadwick drinks in the 
title glory

RACE 2 TOP TEN

# Driver Team Gap

1 Jamie Chadwick Veloce Racing 33:48.906

2 Abbi Pulling Puma W Series Team 33:53.936

3 Emma Kimilainen Ecurie W 33:56.115

4 Sarah Moore Scuderia W 34:04.763

5 Beitske Visser M. Forbes Motorsport 34:09.967

6 Alice Powell Racing X 34:13.715

7 Belen Garcia Scuderia W 34:15.592

8 Nerea Marti W Series Academy 34:18.413

9 Ayla Agren M. Forbes Motorsport 34:18.795

10 Caitlin Wood Puma W Series Team 34:25.775

WINNER
Jamie Chadwick



SNAPSHOT

Chadwick is congratulated by 
Williams F1 driver George Russell

Turn 1 is a prime 
COTA overtaking spot

Visser and Moore 
battle for position

Chadwick celebrates 
her title on the podium



 

TOP        SHOT
The moment Hamilton snatched 

the lead of the US GP, but 
would have to settle 

for second place to 
Verstappen



THE CULTURAL RESET 
AIDING MCLAREN’S 

WINNING RISE

McLaren ended its nine-year wait for a 
grand prix victory when Daniel Ricciardo led 
a 1-2 in Italy, and two weeks later in Russia it 
almost doubled up until a late rain shower thwarted 
Lando Norris’ efforts from pole position...

A s recently as three years ago 
race wins and even podium 
finishes were a pipe dream 
for the Woking-based outfit. 

The atmosphere reeked, and through 
the opening five years of the turbo 
hybrid era, McLaren appeared a lost 
team, confined towards the rear of 
the field and unable to answer its own 
problems.

Zak Brown took control of McLaren in 
late 2016 and had to endure a difficult 
final year with engine supplier Honda 
in 2017, before an arguably more tor-
tuous campaign in 2018. In 2019, he 
brought Andreas Seidl onboard to 
focus on the day-to-day operations, 
while the highly respected James Key 
was poached from Toro Rosso and in-

stalled as Technical Director.

McLaren has risen from the depths of 
the wretched post-summer 2018 stint, 
when it scored points just twice en 
route to sixth overall, to fourth, and 
then third, a position it is striving to 
retain this year.

It highlights an impressive turnaround, 
and has only come following a deep 
readjustment within the organisation.

“I think the most important thing was 
that years ago, we made a kind of a re-
set to the team, putting clearly on the 
table where we saw deficits that we 
had,” explains Seidl. “I’ve put in place 
a clear plan on the organisational side, 
on the cultural side and the labour 

FERGAL WALSH 
EDITOR  

formula 1

F1 INSIGHT



sector side, how we want to elimi-
nate this deficit that we’re having, 
and how we want to get back to 
the front in Formula 1. 

“And I think if you look at what we 
could achieve in terms of results 
now the last two and a half years, 
we could make good steps already 
on this journey back to the front of 
Formula 1.”

Publicly, the perception of 
McLaren has shifted. Once an 
adrift team with miserable re-
sults and a disgruntled two-time 
World Champion spearheading its 
driver line-up, it now has proven 
race winner Ricciardo under its 
roof – who despite his struggles 
this year is a valuable asset – as 
well as Norris, who has been one 
of 2021’s standout drivers. 
Behind the scenes there was re-

structuring under Key that allowed 
personnel to flourish on the tech-
nical side. That was undertaken in 
conjunction with the approval of 
Seidl and Racing Director Andrea 
Stella.

“I think Andreas and I were quite 
aligned together with peers and 
Andrea as a group,” Key says. “We 
put our heads together. The cul-
tural changes, trying to generate 
a slightly different feeling around 
what was achievable. The great 
thing with that is the team was 
absolutely open to change.

“So things like integrating our 
groups more so we’re looking at 
the car as a whole rather than in-
dividual functions was something 
that I spotted, [that] was different 
to what I was used to and I felt 
was probably not helping anyone 

The team held victory 
celebrations back at 
their Woking factory to 
thank the whole team

really in understanding their wider 
role in designing a car. 

“So opening up the process a bit 
more such that we had one project 
rather than multiple projects, sort 
of converge into one. Being very 
open with stuff, the blame cultures, 
etc… not that they were necessarily 
an issue when we arrived, but defi-
nitely not have them at all, so that 
people were free to talk and attack 
issues in a very open way.”

Part of that merely came from out-
lining obtainable ambitions.  

“Target setting which was definitely 
missing, we need to have a blueprint 
for what we’re trying to achieve,” 
says Key. “And whilst there were 
individual targets in certain areas, 
bringing that together again in a 
whole car sense was necessary. So 
I think from a cultural perspective, 
there was definitely some work to 
do there, just to try and reset the 

way we want to work.”

Ultimately there is an excitement 
and expectation about McLaren 
once more. Its current results are 
only part of that. It is well com-
mitted to F1, as its own wind tun-
nel is on the way, ending its use of 
Toyota’s facility in Cologne, while it 
also pushed through a project for a 
new simulator. Its ventures outside 
of F1, notably IndyCar and Extreme 
E, only amplify the racing culture of 
the team. 

While there was a lot of inward fin-
ger-pointing McLaren also had to 
look outside of its own system to 
understand where, why and how ri-
vals had managed to move ahead. 

“I oppose this kind of stepping back 
and looking at what the weakness-
es of the car are, where we needed 
to improve,” Key says. “So we did a 
lot of competitor analysis, we tried 
to understand exactly what we’re 

A 1-2 finish for 
McLaren in Italy 
was almost fol-
lowed up with a 
win for Norris in 

Russia a race later



good at what we weren’t so good 
at. Why is that the case? Is it meth-
odology? Is it equipment we got? Is 
it our knowledge?

“Really fundamental questions, and 
I kind of built it up from there gave 
ourselves a very clear kind of objec-
tive, I suppose, step by step to try-
ing to address these weaknesses, 
hang on to our strengths, and build 
a much more complete package. It 
was an all-encompassing approach 
I think. 

“It wasn’t one thing that you go in 
you think ‘right, yes, the gearbox 
needs to look different’ or some-
thing. It was more a sort of a big 
picture car approach that everyone 
needed to grasp and work togeth-
er to solve and that’s still a work in 
progress but it’s definitely working 
quite well.”

But McLaren’s aim, as is the goal of 
any F1 team, is to win world cham-

pionships. It’s not there yet. While 
there were the highs of Italy and 
Russia it is fully aware that it was 
nowhere near in the Netherlands 
and Turkey. Nevertheless 2022, and 
the opportunities that presents, 
looms close on the horizon. 

“When you see the average lifetime 
deficit we’re still having throughout 
the year compared to Red Bull and 
Mercedes, we have a realistic pic-
ture of where we are right now and 
we know that we still have a good 
way to go,” Seidl adds. 

“But at the same time we’re obvi-
ously ambitious. We want to short-
cut this journey. We know that some 
things we can shortcut like getting 
the wind tunnel in place should be 
key in our journey as well. But I’m 
very happy with what I’m seeing in 
terms of the development of the 
team.”

McLaren is build-
ing back to where 

it was a decade 
ago, but there's 

still a way to go...

McLaren's last win 
was at the 2012 
Brazilian Grand 
Prix



ISLAND X PRIX
2021 EXTREME E SERIES



FINAL
HIGHLIGHTS

Rosberg X Racing made it three 
wins from four races at the 
Island X Prix to build a com-
manding championship lead in 
the inaugural Extreme E sea-
son. 

RXR drivers Johan Kristoffers-
son and Molly Taylor kept their 
heads in changeable conditions 
to seal a dramatic victory in 
Sardinia ahead of ABT CUPRA 
XE, who secured their best re-
sult of the season in second.

It was heartbreak, though, for 
long-time leaders in the Final, 
Chip Ganassi Racing, after Sara 
Price’s crash on Lap 2 caused 
terminal damage and meant 
she had to stop on track, en-

suring the team could only 
finish as high as fourth in their 
finals debut.

That meant JBXE were able to 
secure their third podium finish 
in succession with third place 
despite also suffering damage 
out on the course.

Bad luck once again befell fast-
est qualifiers X44 in the final 
as Sébastien Loeb was forced 
to stop out on track and retire 
with broken steering. Loeb was 
running in second behind SEGI 
TV’s Kyle LeDuc despite driv-
ing with a slow puncture at the 
time of the stoppage, which 
meant the team were to fall 
even further behind winners 

Kristoffersson and Taylor claimed 
their third win in four events

X44 and Chip Ganassi suffer DNF’s in 
the final event

and championship leaders RXR 
in the standings.

“It was pretty slippery out 
there, so it was a bit difficult 
to judge at first,” commented 
Molly Taylor. “From that point it 
was just trying to manage the 
risk and I think that is what we 
did really well. Johan brought 
it home and again it was just 
an amazing effort by all of the 
team. We had a very challeng-
ing weekend from our side, but 
we never gave up and are very 
happy to be the winners here.”

A heavy downpour prior to 
lights out made for the first 
‘wet’ Final of the Extreme E 
season, providing the five fi-
nalists with a new challenge to 
overcome in their bid for victo-
ry at the Enel X Island X Prix.

X44 were able to take their 
place in the Final despite suf-
fering heavy damage in the 
opening Semi-Final of the day. 
In a sign of the unique cama-
raderie demonstrated across 
the Extreme E paddock, X44’s 
efforts to rebuild their dam-
aged car were boosted by the 
support of mechanics and en-
gineerings from the Andretti 
United Extreme E team to get 
their ODYSSEY 21 ready suc-
cessfully in time for the Enel X 
Island X Prix showpiece

In treacherous conditions four 
of the five teams were able to 

get off the start line cleanly, 
although ABT CUPRA XE were 
left with plenty of work to do 
after Jutta Kleinschmidt stalled 
on the grid. It looked like X44 
had staged a remarkable 
comeback to lead into the first 
corner, but were beaten spec-
tactularly by LeDuc who man-
aged to get in front after using 
the alternate route.

Rosberg X Racing closes on Extreme E title

(Below) Chip Ganassi flew be-
fore retiring from the final

(Bottom) Frantic work to repair 
the X44 machine before the 

final



A spin for Mikaela Åhlin-Kottu-
linsky put JBXE at the back of 
the field, while the slow-starting 
Kleinschmidt quickly made up 
ground on RXR’s Taylor to bat-
tle for third. This soon became a 
three-way tussle for second as 
Loeb began to lose pace as he 
struggled with a slow puncture, 
allowing LeDuc to build an impres-
sive lead out in front.

After Loeb was forced to retire 
with broken steering, Taylor and 
Kleinschmidt remained nose-to-
tail in their battle for second as 
they headed towards the Driver 
Switch zone. 

As LeDuc exited his SEGI TV Chip 
Ganassi Racing car in the Driver 
Switch zone following a superb 
opening lap, it appeared the so-
far luckless team were about to 
complete a heroic turnaround and 
bring home their first Extreme E 
win. However, they were cruelly 
denied as Price suffered terminal 
damage to her car after making 
contact with a rock out on the 
course, which ruled them out of 
contention for victory and meant 
they could only finish as high as 
fourth.

This left RXR’s Kristoffersson in 
the lead and chased by Mattias 
Ekström, who continued on at 
great speed despite driving with-
out his left-hand door throughout 
the lap. 

The ABT CUPRA XE driver was no 
match for Kristoffersson, though, 
who kept up the pressure to ex-
tend his lead and take RXR’s third 

win of the campaign and put his 
team as the firm favourites for 
championship glory at the final 
Extreme E X Prix of the season in 
Dorset, UK, in December.

(Top) It was a second place 
finish for the Abt Cupra team

(Right) Kristoffersson and 
Taylor claimed their third win in 

four events

POS DRIVER CAR

1 Kristoffersson/Taylor RXR

2 Kleinschmidt/Ekström Abt Cupra 
XE

3 Hansen/Ahlin-Kottulinsky JBXE

4 LeDuc/Price Chip 
Ganassi

5 Loeb/Gutierrez X44

OVERALL RESULT



 

TOP        SHOT
Jamie Chadwick takes back-to-

back W Series championships 
after a successful week-

end in Austin 
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PENSKE SET TO CONTEST 2022 WEC 
SEASON
Team Penske is set to contest 
the 2022 FIA World Endurance 
Championship in preparation 
for its LMDh programme 
with Porsche. The legendary 
American squad will return to 
the top level of international 
prototype racing in 2023 as part 
of its LMDh partnership with the 
German manufacturer.

RACER reports that team boss 
Roger Penske is aiming to field 
a two-car LMP2 entry into 
the WEC next year in order to 
prepare the team for its works 
LMDh campaign.

“With the commitment that 
we have with Porsche for ‘23 
and beyond, you just can’t 
show up and be ready to run,” 
Penske told Racer. “So we 
purchased the LMP2 car, and 
expect to enter it in some races 
and compete at Le Mans as a 
training ground for us for ’23.”

Penske’s comments come not 
long after an ORECA 07 LMP2 
car was seen testing at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

earlier in the week.

“We were shaking down the 
car with some drivers not to be 
identified at this point,” Penske 
said. “Just to get a feel for the 
car and the team. These are 
guys that worked on the Acura 
Team Penske program, and we 
were just trying to get people 
back on their feet after the 
IndyCar season. And we’ve done 
a couple of days of testing and 
it was well worthwhile. And we 
have more to do.”

The Penske LMP2 effort is 
unlikely to be a full-season 
entry as the American team is 
also focused on setting up the 
Porsche LMDh programme. With 
the Porsche LMDh prototype 
set to undergo testing in 2022, 
the team’s goal is to do the 
championship rounds leading 
up to the 24 Hours of Le Mans 
in June, with further races after 
that not guaranteed.

CASTRONEVES REPLACES PLA AT MSR FOR PETIT LE MANS
Four-time Indianapolis 500 
winner Helio Castroneves will 
join Meyer Shank Racing for 
IMSA’s Petit Le Mans season 
finale. The Brazilian replaces 
Olivier Pla, who had been Dane 
Cameron’s full-season partner 
for every round of the 2021 
IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship campaign thus 
far.

The team has given no reason 
for the change in personnel, 
although Pla did end his 
last race in Long Beach with 
a crash. Castroneves now 
partners Cameron, while Juan 
Pablo Montoya has been 
brought in to complete the 
line-up for the final endurance 
race of the year.

“I’m so excited to be joining 
Meyer Shank Racing, Dane 
Cameron and Juan Pablo 

Montoya for Petit Le Mans,” 
said Castroneves. “Road 
Atlanta is such a great track 
and racing under the lights 
is something really special. 
Luckily I have a win there last 
year in the same car, so I’m 
hoping that I can jump right in 
and get up to speed. We had a 
test there last week and we’re 
feeling pretty confident about 
the 60 Acura.”

Castroneves joined the Ohio-
based squad in IndyCar after 
leaving Team Penske at the 
end of 2020. In May, he won 
a record-equalling fourth 
Indianapolis 500 with the team 
and contested the final few 
races of the 2021 campaign 
with the MSR operation before 
signing a contract extension 
for the 2022 campaign.

While new to MSR’s #60 Acura 

DPi, Castroneves has plenty 
of winning experience aboard 
the ARX-05. He raced it for 
three consecutive seasons as 
part of Team Penske’s factory 
effort, taking five race wins and 
a career-first championship 
title in 2020. He followed that 
up with a Rolex 24 at Daytona 
overall victory with Wayne 
Taylor Racing in January, also 
aboard the Acura DPi.

A huge name for the 
2022 WEC season

Helio is back 
in IMSA 



Tristan Nunez will join 
Whelen Engineering for the 
2022 IMSA WeatherTech 
Sportscar Championship 
to partner Pipo Derani. He 
replaces Felipe Nasr.

Remi Taffin, former head 
Engine Technical director 
at the Renault and Alpine 
F1 operation, has signed 
on with French firm ORECA 
to become its technical 
director.

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS OGIER TO DRIVE TOYOTA HYPERCAR AT 
BAHRAIN ROOKIE TEST

Seven-time WRC champion 
Sébastien Ogier will test 
Toyota’s Le Mans-winning 
Hypercar at the Bahrain 
Rookie Test next month. The 
Frenchman will drive the GR010 
Hybrid at the traditional post-
season test at the Bahrain 
International Rookie Test. 
He will complete the test 
alongside Le Mans class winner 
Charles Milesi.

Ogier has already visited 
Toyota’s WEC headquarters in 
Cologne for a seat fitting and 
two-day simulator experience 
to prepare for his maiden WEC 
outing. He has limited previous 
sportscar experience from a 
few outings in a number of 
series. Most notably, he raced 
in DTM as part of a guest 
appearance at the Red Bull 
Ring in 2018. He has also raced 
the French GT Championship, 
made two appearances in the 
Porsche Supercup in 2013 and 
2014 and took part in the ADAC 
GT Masters for a one-off round 
in 2014.

“I’m happy to be driving the 
GR010 HYBRID Hypercar 
on track for the first time in 
the official WEC rookie test 
in Bahrain,” said Ogier. “The 
simulator session went well; 
it was nice to work with the 
team and discover the GR010 
HYBRID for the first time. I 
could already feel that the 
Hypercar is very different to the 
TS050 HYBRID which I drove 
on the simulator last year. As 
everyone knows, it’s a dream of 
mine to compete in endurance 
racing in the future and the 
test in Bahrain is important 
to learn more about the car 
and about my own level. It’s a 
big challenge for me and I’m 
working hard to be ready for 
Bahrain, but I’m really looking 
forward to it.”

GANASSI EXPANDS TO TWO-CAR DPI EFFORT FOR 2022
Chip Ganassi Racing will enter 
two Cadillac DPis into the 
IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar 
Championship with a star-
studded line-up that features 
Earl Bamber, Alex Lynn and 
Sebastien Bourdais. The team 
returned to prototype racing 
in IMSA with a single car this 
year but is ramping up its 
involvement in the series 
ahead of an LMDh bid with 
Cadillac in 2023. Renger van 
der Zande remains with the 
team for a second consecutive 
season and is joined by a 
returning Sebastien Bourdais, 
Alex Lynn and two-time overall 
winner Earl Bamber.

Both Bourdais and Lynn have 
race-winning experience with 
the Cadillac DPi. Bourdais, 
who formed part of Ganassi’s 

Ford GT programme, won the 
Sebring Twelve Hours with 
JDC-Miller Motorsports in 
March. Lynn, meanwhile, raced 
with Wayne Taylor Racing at 
the 2017 edition of the 12-hour 
enduro upon his one and only 
IMSA start to date, winning the 
race overall. The Briton has 
also won the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans with Aston Martin Racing 
and is a race winner in Formula 
E. He most recently raced with 
United Autosports at Le Mans.

Earl Bamber is arguably the 
team’s most surprising new 
signing. The former Porsche 
factory driver makes his return 
to prototype racing for the first 
time since 2017. In his tenure 
with Porsche’s LMP1 factory 
effort, he won the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans overall twice and took 

the 2017 FIA World Endurance 
Championship crown. Since 
then, he has been involved 
in GT racing with the German 
marque. Bamber is the only 
driver out of the four who 
has no experience racing the 
Cadillac DPi-VR.

For Ogier, a long-held 
ambition is becoming reality

Kubica returns to 
High Class Racing



 

TOP        SHOT
Rosberg X Racing took a third win 

in four events to inch closer 
to the first ever Extreme E 

title
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QUALIFYING

A week after claiming a NAS-
CAR Cup Series-leading 

eighth win of the season and 
second-straight victory to se-
cure his advancement to the 
championship round of the 
2021 playoffs, Kyle Larson 
started on the pole Sunday at 
Kansas Speedway for the Hol-
lywood Casino 400, the second 
race of the three-race round of 
eight.

“My mind is on Kansas. I want 
to go there and win,” Larson 
said. “I have led a lot of laps 
there and come close to a cou-
ple of different wins. I want to 
go there and lead a bunch of 
laps and try and get anoth-
er win and, then, look forward 

to Martinsville. I don’t want 
to change up what we have 
been doing, still take it week by 
week and do a great job every 
weekend and carry some mo-
mentum into Phoenix. I think 
it would be bad if we went to 
Kansas and Martinsville and 
had a couple of DNFs because 
we are ‘relaxed.’ Hopefully, we 
can go through these next cou-
ple of weeks, have a few good 
runs and head into Phoenix 
with some good momentum.”

Ryan Blaney started alongside 
Larson on the front row.

The eight remaining playoff 
drivers started in the top-eight 
positions at Kansas. Blaney’s 

Team Penske teammate Brad 
Keselowski started third, shar-
ing row two on Sunday’s start-
ing grid with Kyle Busch, who 
won at Kansas Speedway earli-
er this season.

One of Larson’s Hendrick Mot-
orsports teammates, reigning 
champion Chase Elliott started 
fifth, in the third row alongside 
one of Busch’s Joe Gibbs Rac-
ing teammates, Denny Hamlin. 
Hamlin headed into the Kansas 
weekend a three-time Kansas 
winner, including two of the last 
four races there.

“We found a set-up that re-
ally works well there for me,” 
Hamlin explained. “I’m not re-
ally sure what has clicked, but 
the last four races have been 
really good for us. I really like 
that race track. It’s smooth; it’s 
wide; you can really work the 
lanes when you need to. It’s 
a fun race track and one that 
we’ve got circled that we could 
possibly win and punch our 
ticket.”

Hamlin was one of two three-
time Kansas Speedway winners 
among the remaining playoff 
drivers heading into Sunday’s 
race. The other was Joey Lo-
gano. Logano, a third Penske 

driver, was the defending Hol-
lywood Casino 400 winner. He 
started Sunday’s race from the 
eighth position.

A third Gibbs teammate and 
remaining playoff driver, Martin 
Truex Jr., started in the seventh 
position.

Rounding out the top-10 of 
the Kansas starting grid were 
William Byron and Christopher 
Bell, two drivers already elimi-
nated from championship con-
tention.

“I think that, for us, over the 
course of this year, there has 
been a lot of good aspects and 
then there have been some 
aspects that have been dis-
appointing,” Byron said. “But 

I think all the key ingredients 
that it takes to win races is 
there, and it’s been there. We 
won the third race of the year. 
So, yeah, we’re very capable. 
It’s just about us putting to-
gether all the details to be suc-
cessful. I think we’ve had a shot 
to win multiple races this year 
at different times. I think we’ve 
got all the good properties of a 
race team that it takes to win 
races, and Texas was a good 
example of that. Hopefully, we 
have another shot to win this 
weekend.”Kyle Larson on pole at Kansas

(Below)  Kyle Busch starts 
fourth at Kansas



RACE
HIGHLIGHTS

Kyle Larson produced anoth-
er dominant performance, 

this time at the Kansas Speed-
way on Sunday, allowing him 
to win the Hollywood Casino 
400. After leading 130 laps, he 
claimed his third-consecutive 
win and his ninth, overall, of 
the 2021 NASCAR Cup Series 
season.

“I felt like I did an OK job trying 
to hold those guys off as long 
as I could, on older tyres,” Lar-
son said. “But, yeah, and then 
I just got a little too impatient 
and the race was kind of clos-
ing down in the end. I got loose 
off of Turn 2 and got in the 
wall and thought for sure my 
chances of winning were done. 
But I had a couple of good re-

starts that worked out for me. 
The #4 [Kevin Harvick] got to 
the # 9’s [Chase Elliott] inside 
at the flag stand and kind of 
choked that lane up and got 
me clear to the lead. Had to 
do some blocking there, and 
Chase was really fast at the 
end. So I’m glad I didn’t have to 
fight him too much.”

One of Larson’s team-mates, 
reigning Cup Series champion 
Chase Elliott, finished second 
for a Hendrick Motorsports 
one-two finish after getting 
into the wall in the final five 
laps in an attempt to challenge 
his teammate for the lead and 
eventual win.

“Really proud of the effort. Our 

Larson leads race-high 130 laps

Larson and Byron take stage one 
and two wins respectively

Elliot second to complete HMS one-
two

Blaney crashes out after contact 
with Dillon

entire NAPA Chevrolet team 
did a great job today, and I felt 
like we had something for Kyle, 
there,” Elliott said. “Just got the 
wall there off of Turn 2. It’s so 
hard to get up to him when you 
are running the fence like that. 
It’s just tough because every 
few feet you get closer, the 
harder it gets. It was a lot of 
fun. I’m really proud of the way 
we ran today. I feel like it was 
a really nice step in the right 
direction.”

Kevin Harvick finished third, 
Kurt Busch was fourth, and 
Denny Hamlin finished fifth. 
The Hendrick Motorsports trio 
of Larson, William Byron and 
Elliott combined to dominate 
the race on the 17th anniversa-
ry of a plane crash that claimed 
the life of team owner Rick 
Hendrick’s son Ricky Hendrick, 
along with other Hendrick fam-
ily members and Hendrick Mot-
orsports employees on the way 
to Martinsville Speedway.

“Yes, I want to dedicate this 
win to Rick and Linda,” Larson 
said. “I didn’t ever get to meet 
Ricky or the other men and 
women who lost their lives that 
day, but I felt the importance 
of this race, no doubt. It’s cra-
zy how it kind of all worked 
out there for me to win. I know 
they were all looking down 
and helping me out there with 
all the restarts and stuff after 
getting into the wall. Again, 
thank you to Rick Hendrick. I 
know this means a lot to you 

and I’m glad I could get it done. 
It’s cool to get another win and 
I don’t really know how that 
happened, but our Hendrick-
Cars.com Chevy was really fast. 
I thought we were like a third-
place car, really. William was 
really good. I hate to see that 
unfortunate luck, there, again 
for that team. They’ve been 
really, really strong. I’m glad we 
could capitalize and get an-
other win. I hope we can go to 

Kyle Larson makes it three in a row

(Below) Kyle Larson [5] and 
Ryan Blaney [12] take the green 
flag on the front row at Kansas 

Speedway

(Bottom) Chase Elliott leads at 
Kansas



Martinsville and get a clock.”

All three drivers led laps in 
each of the two 80-lap stages 
with Larson winning stage one 
at lap 80 and Byron taking the 
stage two win on lap 160 of the 
267-lap race.

Larson started on the pole 
and dominated the first stage 
that included a brief red flag 
for precipitation and lightning. 
Byron’s crew chief, Rudy Fugle, 
sustained a weather-related 
injury during the red flag when 
wind blew a canopy from atop 
the #24 pit box and debris 
struck Fugle in the head. After 
a visit to the Kansas Speedway 
infield care center, Fugle re-
turned to his post.

After pitting during the caution 
that followed the weather de-
lay, Matt DiBenedetto took fuel 
only during a lap-23 caution 
for Kyle Busch after Busch hit 

the wall due to a flat right-front 
tyre. As a result, DiBenedetto 
was first for the restart.

Larson retook the lead on lap 
30. Elliott and Byron, then each 
led a few laps before Larson 
moved back into the position 
on lap 37. The HMS trio ran first 
through third throughout the 
remainder of the first stage 
and most of the laps that made 
up stage two.

Kyle Busch was one of four 
playoff drivers to suffer a tyre 
problem in the first stage. Flat 
right-rear tyres resulted in un-
scheduled green-flag pit stops 
for Brad Keselowski on lap 39, 
Martin Truex Jr. on lap 53 and 
Ryan Blaney on lap 71. Busch 
hit the wall again with anoth-
er flat tyre on lap 133. Blaney 
wrecked after contact with 
Austin Dillon on lap 224.

“Yeah, we got run into from 

(Above) Kyle Busch on tack 
at Kansas Speedway dur-
ing the Hollywood Casino 

400

two lanes below me,” Blaney 
said. “I have no idea. Obvi-
ously, it hurts. Finishing 37th 
is not prime. We didn’t have a 
great day but we did a good 
job of fighting back and get-
ting back into the top 10, but 
then, just got wiped out when 
we had plenty of room. That 
sucks. It is very unfortunate.”

Larson continued to lead ear-
ly in the second stage with 
his team-mates in tow. Elliott, 
though, took the lead on lap 
88 and maintained the posi-
tion until a cycle of green-flag 
pit stops in the middle of the 
stage. When the cycle finally 
completed when Joey Loga-
no gave up the lead to pit on 
lap 145, Byron was the leader 
to take the stage win 15 laps 
later.

Larson led early in the 107-lap 
third and final stage of the 
race after beating Byron off 
pit road, but on lap 186, Byron 
took the top position. An ex-
tra pit stop for a loose lug nut 
during a caution for a Ryan 

Newman spin on lap 218 cost 
Byron his lead. Instead, Kurt 
Busch restarted with the lead 
on lap 223.

When the race returned to 
green, Elliott retook the lead 
for the Hendrick organiza-
tion. Larson, then, took his 
race-winning lead from his 
team-mate on the final re-
start of the race that followed 
the Blaney-Dillon caution.

Byron finished sixth, Truex 
was seventh, Christopher Bell 
eighth, Logano ninth, and 
Dillon 10th. Keselowski wound 
up with a 18th-place finish, 
Kyle Busch 28th and Blaney 
37th.

Tyler Gibbs passed Austin Cindric 
on lap 190 of the 200-lap Kan-
sas Lottery 300 at the Kansas 
Speedway on Saturday evening 
and drove on to his fourth win in 
just his 17th career NASCAR Xfin-
ity Series race. The win was the 
second straight victory for the Joe 
Gibbs Racing’s #54 team after a 
win by John Hunter Nemechek in 
the same car during the previous 
Xfinity Series race weekend at 
Texas Motor Speedway.

Cindric finished second af-
ter leading 151 laps, including a 
stage-two win on lap 90. Gibbs 
first took the lead from Cindric by 
getting off pit road ahead of him 
during the caution that followed 
the second stage, but a pit-road 
speeding penalty put Gibbs in the 
back for the restart.

A.J. Allmendinger finished third, 
Justin Haley was fourth, and Ryan 
Sieg rounded out the top-five. 
Allmendinger won the first 45-lap 
stage after taking the lead from 
Cindric on a lap-38 restart. Before 
Allmendinger took his stage-win-
ning lead, Daniel Hemric and Cin-
dric led, with Cindric first taking 
the lead from pole sitter Hemric 
on lap 10.

Tyler Gibbs wins again…



WINNER

POS DRIVERS CAR GAP

1  Kyle Larson Chevrolet  

2  Chase Elliott Chevrolet 3.619

3  Kevin Harvick Ford 4.790

4  Kurt Busch Chevrolet 6.735

5  Denny Hamlin Toyota 7.113

6  William Byron Chevrolet 8.905

7  Martin Truex Jr. Toyota 9.353

8  Christopher Bell Toyota 10.109

9  Joey Logano Ford 11.488

10  Austin Dillon Chevrolet 13.591

11  Alex Bowman Chevrolet 15.134

12  Chris Buescher Ford 17.198

13  Ross Chastain Chevrolet 18.390

14  Bubba Wallace Toyota 21.121

15  Daniel Suarez Chevrolet 23.387

16  Michael McDowell Ford 1 Lap

17  Brad Keselowski Ford 1 Lap

18  Cole Custer Ford 1 Lap

19  Chase Briscoe Ford 1 Lap

20  Parker Kligerman Toyota 1 Lap

21  Ryan Preece Chevrolet 2 Laps

22  Tyler Reddick Chevrolet 2 Laps

23  Matt DiBenedetto Ford 2 Laps

24  Ricky Stenhouse Jr. Chevrolet 2 Laps

25  Corey Lajoie Chevrolet 4 Laps

RESULT

KYLE LARSON
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LUNDGAARD JOINS RLL TO DRIVE INDYCAR 
FULL-TIME

Rahal Letterman Lanigan 
Racing has announced that 
Christian Lundgaard will drive 
with the team, beginning next 
season. The 20-year-old will 
run the #30 entry which was 
vacated by Takuma Sato at the 
end of the 2021 campaign.

The current Formula 2 driver 
made his IndyCar debut in 
August at the Indianapolis road 
course, driving RLL’s third car 
in a single-race deal. Powering 
to a second-row start despite 
never having raced in the series 
before, Lundgaard impressed all 
weekend and finished in 12th.

“I’m very excited to join RLL in 
IndyCar,” said Lundgaard. “They 
are a fantastic team who made 
me feel very welcome earlier 
this year when I made my debut 
in the series. They are the 
perfect choice and I’m happy to 
join them on this next chapter 
in my career. I was very much 
open minded when I raced at 
Indianapolis in August and the 
experience then only grew my 
hunger to give it another go, 
so to have the opportunity as 
a full-time professional racing 

driver is a privilege.

Of course, this will be a 
completely new challenge for 
me, especially with oval racing, 
which I’ve never done before. I’d 
like to think I’m a fast learner, 
so taking this on is going to 
be an awesome experience. 
For now, I’m not setting too 
many expectations other than 
working hard and enjoying 
the racing and hopefully the 
results will follow. My focus 
is on finishing the Formula 
2 Championship before fully 
committing to taking on 
IndyCar. I can’t wait for the 
experience to begin.”

Lundgaard’s 2021 Formula 2 
programme will conclude with 
rounds in Saudi Arabia and Abu 
Dhabi in December. His IndyCar 
deal is a multi-year agreement, 
and completes the RLL line-up 
in their expanded, three-car 
effort. Graham Rahal and Jack 
Harvey will join the rookie for all 
17 races of the 2022 season.

RAHAL: INDYCAR IS WHAT FORMULA 1 USED TO BE

Bobby Rahal, co-owner of 
Rahal Letterman Lanigan 
Racing, has stated that IndyCar 
has a lot of similarities to what 
Formula 1 was years ago. Rahal 
has spent almost the entirety 
of his racing career in IndyCar, 
although he did contest two 
F1 races as a driver for Walter 
Wolf Racing in 1978. He called 
on that wealth of experience to 
compare the current state of 
the two series.

“First off, I think IndyCar is 
what Formula 1 used to be, to 
a large degree,” said Rahal. 
“Clearly we don’t have the 
politics. Clearly we don’t — 
there’s a lot of things that don’t 
exist in the IndyCar paddock 
that exist in the Formula 1 
paddock. You look at how many 
really good guys [there] are in 
F2 who maybe are frustrated 
now because they can’t make 
that next step, and yet they’ve 
kind of proven their abilities.

“I think that — if I’m a young 
guy in Europe and I look at 
the potentials — I think the 
potential for my career is much 
greater here in IndyCar than 
it is there [in Formula 1]. I fully 
expect — as we once had a 
number of years ago where we 
had a number of Europeans 
and Brazilians in IndyCar 
racing — to see a greater 
representation from countries 
in Europe and countries 
in South America towards 
IndyCar.”

New RLL signing Lundgaard 
echoed Rahal’s comments, 
saying part of what drew him 
to the deal is that the series 
has a spirit that is lacking as 
you move your way through 
the European ranks towards F1.

“What IndyCar is now is 
probably what I would think F1 
was before I was born,” said 
the 20-year-old. “You know, 

it’s the proper racing I want to 
do. I spoke to some drivers a 
few days ago that’ve been in 
IndyCar and they say, ‘Here, 
you come, you enjoy, you like 
driving.’ But at first, when you 
begin in Europe, you have the, 
let’s say, the proper feeling 
of racing that you enjoy. But 
the more you do it you kind of 
die, the spirit dies. Where for 
me over here it just continues. 
That’s what I had when I came 
for the race in August, that 
this is just so different. It’s 
a complete new spark that 
just fired in me, and I wanted 
to continue with that. I think 
it will. I’m pretty sure it will. 
IndyCar is the place to be, and 
I’m perfectly happy with where 
I am with RLL.”

Rahal has been involved 
in IndyCar for 40 years

Lundgaard was most 
impressive during his 

IndyCar debut at Indianapolis



Three NASCAR Cup Series 
teams were fined for lug-nut 
infractions after the last race 
at Texas Motor Speedway. 
The safety violation resulted 
in a $10,000 fine for each 
crew chief — Matt McCall, 
crew chief for Kurt Busch, 
Randall Burnett, crew chief 
for Tyler Reddick and Seth 
Chavka, fill-in crew chief for 
Kyle Busch.

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS HULKENBERG TO TEST INDYCAR MACHINERY 
WITH ARROW MCLAREN SP

Nico Hulkenberg will carry 
out an evaluation test with 
Arrow McLaren SP during the 
last week of October, trailing 
IndyCar machinery for the first 
time. Hulkenberg has been 
without a full-time motorsport 
programme since losing his 
Renault Formula 1 seat at the 
end of the 2019 season.

He made three substitute 
appearances with Racing 
Point in 2020, bringing his 
number of starts up to 179, 
and has retained a Formula 1 
connection in 2021 by taking 
on the role as Aston Martin’s 
reserve driver.

Hulkenberg will test Arrow 
McLaren SP’s IndyCar 
machinery at Barber 
Motorsports Park on Monday, 
October 25. The team described 
it as a “one-off opportunity” 
in order for Hulkenberg, who 
won the Le Mans 24 Hours 
in 2015, to experience the 

championship for the first time. 
Arrow McLaren SP stressed 
that while it is still evaluating a 
potential third entry it remains 
fully focused on Pato O’Ward 
and Felix Rosenqvist for the 
2022 season.

“I am pleased to try out an Indy 
car and see what it’s all about,” 
said Hulkenberg. “I want to 
thank Arrow McLaren SP and 
Chevy for the opportunity at 
relatively short notice. While I 
don’t have any current plans to 
race in IndyCar, it will be great 
to drive a car for the first time 
and get a feel for the series.”

HENDRICK DRIVERS HELP CAUSE AT KANSAS
During the Hollywood Casino 
400 at Kansas Speedway on 
Sunday, the four Hendrick 
Motorsports drivers each had 
a special moniker riding along 
with them. With the help of the 
Matin Truex Jr. Foundation and 
the NASCAR Foundation, each 
driver had the name of a cancer 
hero in place of their own name 
above the driver-side window 
as they race in the Round of 
8 in the NASCAR Cup Series 
playoffs.

The names were submitted 
as part of an auction with 
all proceeds benefiting both 
foundations to help aid those 
who are battling childhood and 
ovarian cancer. The four people 
nominated all have special 
ties to their respective driver, 
making the initiative even more 
personal.

Kyle Larson carried the name of 
his close friend, Greg Fornelli. 
Larson and Fornelli became 
acquainted through the inner 
circles of motor sports, both 
sharing a passion for dirt racing 
and golf. Fornelli battled and 
beat cancer twice, and Larson 
wanted to honour his friend at 
Fornelli’s hometown track of 
Kansas Speedway.

Cancer survivor Candy 
Howton’s name was on board 
Chase Elliott’s #9 Chevrolet. 
Howton was nominated by 
her husband Charles “Curley” 
Howton after she fought Stage 
2B lung cancer. When she was 
diagnosed in January 2019, 
she pushed valiantly through 
chemotherapy and made it 
her goal to see Elliott race at 
Talladega Superspeedway in 
April 2019, just four months 
after her diagnosis. After 

successfully finishing her 
treatment, the Howtons made 
the journey to the track and 
were able to see Elliott get his 
fourth win in the NASCAR Cup 
Series.

William Byron honored Keith 
Cooper, who was nominated 
by his son, Brian Cooper. Keith 
Cooper passed away from his 
battle with lung cancer on 
August 24, 2021. 

Alex Bowman carried the name 
of crew chief Greg Ives’ aunt, 
Judy Kontny. Her fight with 
breast cancer started in 2010, 
just two weeks after losing 
her husband to cancer. Kontny 
beat her first fight with the 
disease and sent her cancer 
into remission. However, she 
faced her second battle with 
cancer a few years ago and has 
continued to fight since. 

NASCAR undertook an 
emotional project at Kansas

Hulkenburg’s test is not 
related to a potential third 

Arrow McLaren SP entry



PARTINGSHOT
Daniel Ricciardo drives Dale Earnhardt’s 1984 

Wrangler Chevrolet Monte Carlo after a promise from 
McLaren team boss Zak Brown
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