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F1 Sprint: It’s a tricky 
balance…

START YOUR ENGINES

F ormula 1’s highly antici-
pated ‘Sprint Quali!ying’ 
greeted our screens and 

the thousands upon thousands 
o! !ans that descended to sunny 
Silverstone this past weekend. 
Typically, any sort o! change in 
the sport is usually met with 
backlash !rom traditionalists (o! 
which there are many among 
F1 !ans) who seek to conserve 
what we already have…

It’s been much discussed be!ore 
in this column that Formula 1 is 
moving away !rom simply be-
ing a business. It is !orming it-
sel! into an entertainment plat-
!orm. As Fernando Alonso said 
a"er Saturday’s evanescent 
yet boisterous race: “I hope you 
enjoyed the show.”

The show produced what was 
promised, a short, yet some-
what exciting event – and this 
meant that all three days o! the 
2021 edition o! Silverstone ac-
tion had a headline event, mak-
ing a nice alteration !rom the 
usual droning Friday practice 
sessions, where there is little 

to no invigorating elements !or 
the watching !ans.

Fan reluctance to accept change 
may come !rom many !actors, 
with the most prominent like-
ly being they view there is lit-
tle wrong with the usual three 
segment knockout !ormat on a 
Saturday a"ernoon that we’re 
used to, or the !act that the last 
time Formula 1 tried to change 
how to set the 
starting grid, it pro-
duced disastrous 
viewing experienc-
es at both the 2016 
Australian and 
Bahrain Grands 
Prix.

Setting the grid us-
ing the racing skills 
rather than the one-lap skills o! 
the drivers seems a little wrong. 
But then again, we still got to 
see the drivers demonstrate 
their one laps per!ormance, 
albeit on Friday evening, but 
with a (possibly) lessened end 
meaning. Lewis Hamilton was 
the !astest driver on Friday but 

a rather lacklustre poor start in 
the dwar! race cost him pole 
position on Sunday…

It begs the question – is it !air 
that such a mistake in race-
mode should cost a driver 
the accolade o! pole, which 
throughout Formula 1’s history 
has always gone to the driver 
who has been most impressive 
when the !uel tank is next to 

empty and the en-
gine is as turned 
up to be as aggres-
sive as it can be?

For the drivers, 
the chance to 
push !lat-out and 
not have to wor-
ry about !uel or 
tyre saving (i! you 

didn’t go !or the so"est option) 
is a dream-like scenario, as 
they get to be aggressive with 
the much lighter cars.

“I enjoy it, sprint quali!ying 
is cool, you get to push !or 17 
laps straight,” Ferrari’s Charles 
Leclerc said a"er Saturday’s 

I hope you en-
joyed the show, 
said Fernando 

Alonso after the 
Sprint event

The wreaths re-
turned for the 

Sprint event



session. “But I think what I enjoy 
the most is the Friday change, 
having the quali!ying on Friday 
makes it a lot more exciting !or 
us drivers.

“Yeah, it is a big, big di#erence. 
It’s very nice. I pre!er to drive 
in those conditions, makes me 

think about re!uelling a little 
bit. It !elt very, very good. I think 
racing also, those tyres are in 
a much better window and it 
makes us push a lot more.”

Leclerc added that he becomes 
“so bored” during Friday prac-

tice. Despite the importance o! 
the practice sessions !or the 
teams, there is very little to get 
excited about over the course 
o! the two hours o! running.

Reducing the amount o! prac-
tice time would also see less 
data get through to the teams, 

making their calculations less 
accurate. In turn, quali!ying (in 
whatever !ormat) and the race 
would be less predictable and 
then arguably, more exciting. 

Most o! all, does this does come 
at the cost o! !an experience? 

Those who get the privilege 
to sit trackside during a grand 
prix weekend do so by reaching 
deep into their pockets. Unrest 
could have been generated i! 

they !elt that the cost was not 
worth what is produced. But, as 
most will tell you, when you are 
perched in the grandstands, 
simply seeing the cars lap the 
circuit is exciting, regardless o! 
whether it’s practice, quali!ying 
or the race…

Yet at the end o! the day, the 
biggest talking point !rom this 
weekend was what happened in 
the grand prix itsel!, when Max 
Verstappen and Lewis Hamilton 
collided on the opening lap. It 
will always be the main event, 
as it is when there is all to gain 
and lose. The seismic crash was 
!ollowed by a nail-biting !inish, 
in which Leclerc just !ailed to 

hold o# Hamilton !or the British 
Grand Prix win. 

With Formula 1 pushing !or more 
excitement, it is likely that this 
Sprint !ormat, or some !orm o! 
variation, is likely to stay. Yet 
nothing will ever trump the !i-
nal session, which the entire 
weekend builds up to - this is, 
a"er all, Formula 1 grand prix 
racing…

Simply seeing cars lap the circuit is 
exciting, regardless of whether its 
practice, qualifying or the race...

A huge crowd of 
86,000 turned up on 

Friday

Hamilton congratulates 
Verstappen

There was plenty of ac-
tion over the 17 laps

START YOUR ENGINES



BRITISH GRAND PRIX

A brand-new weekend format was introduced 
at Silverstone for the British Grand Prix, with the 
very first ‘F1 Sprint’ preceding Sunday’s usual 
grand prix. Reigning world champions Mercedes 
headed into the weekend hopeful that it would 
stop Red Bull’s valiant winning streak…

PHIL HORTON / F1 EDITOR



QUALIFYING
HIGHLIGHTS

Lewis Hamilton’s superb Q3 
e!ort did not earn him Sil-

verstone pole position, but 
rather the Pirelli-sponsored 
Speed King award, which was 
at least a novelty "or someone 
who has previously topped 
quali"ying on 100 occasions. 
Hamilton brought the 86,000 
spectators inside Silverstone 
to their "eet on a sun-kissed 
Friday evening as he beat title 
rival Max Verstappen.

Hamilton, having been ahead in 
Q2, remained in "ront through 
the "irst Q3 runs, setting a time 
o" 1m 26.134s, with Verstappen 
a couple o" tenths "urther be-
hind. Hamilton was up on his 

second push lap but a mistake 
through Vale cost him crucial 
time and handed Verstappen 
an opening. However Verstap-
pen "ell short by just 0.075s, 
much to the delight o" the 
crowd, who erupted in celebra-
tion o" Hamilton’s top spot.

“That "irst lap was great, the 
second one was looking even 
better but just lost the back-
end in that last corner so my 
heart was in my mouth as I 
crossed the line, but I could 
see the crowd,” he said, clearly 
bouncing "rom the crowd’s en-
ergy. “It was really reminiscent 
o" my "irst pole here in 2007 
and as I said, I couldn’t have 

Hamilton beats Verstappen by less 
than a tenth to take the Pirelli Speed 
King Award

Leclerc stars to take fourth place 
for Saturday’s Sprint event

Russell cheered on by home crowd 
en route to eighth place for Williams

Tsunoda suffers another disap-
pointing Q1 exit for AlphaTauri

done it without these guys 
here, so a big, big thank you.”

Hamilton had taken advantage 
o" the quirk in the timetable 
that meant he was not required 
at Silverstone until early a"-
ternoon. He instead headed to 
nearby Brackley: “I was in the 
"actory on the sim on Tuesday 
and again, we had this morning 
"ree, and I was like ‘look, we’re 
not going to sit around and 
waste time, let’s get to it’,” he 
said. “So we did a practice ses-
sion this morning in there and 
just trying to develop it, trying 
to give the guys as much in"or-
mation as possible as we’re de-
veloping the car. We’re squeez-
ing absolutely every ounce o" 
per"ormance "rom this thing 
and it was holding together, so 
I’m over the moon.”

Verstappen had topped the 
previous three quali"ying ses-
sions, in France and Austria, 
and exerted his authority dur-
ing practice earlier on Friday, 
but his seven-tenths advan-
tage disappeared.

“We just need to look at our-
selves because the car itsel" 
was actually handling quite 
well but just a lot o" understeer 
so I couldn’t really attack any 
corners,” he said. “I was just 
waiting "or the "ront to grip up 

and a bit o" a weird "eeling to 
be honest to drive, because 
I don’t think it was set-up or 
"ront wing related.”

Valtteri Bottas was third "or 
Mercedes while Charles Leclerc 
took "ourth spot in the wake o" 
Sergio Perez having a lap time 
deleted "or exceeding track 
limits. Perez "inished the ses-
sion in "i#h place.

The presence o" Hamilton, and 
sixth-placed Lando Norris, in-
side the top 10 was not a shock 
– but they were joined by the 
outstanding George Russell. 
Russell stunned by "inishing Q2 
in seventh position but main-
tained strong pace into Q3 
as he quali"ied in eighth spot, 
ahead o" Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz 
and Aston Martin’s Sebastian 
Vettel. Russell’s presence with-
in the top 10, and his subse-
quent sole Q3 push lap which 
was completed o!-strategy 
with the remainder, received 
some o" the day’s loudest 
cheers.

Neither Alpine driver made it 
through to the top 10 shoot-
out as Fernando Alonso placed 
11th, with Esteban Ocon 13th. 

QUALIFYING
RESULT

L. HAMILTON / MERCEDES

M. VERSTAPPEN / RED BULL

V. BOTTAS / MERCEDES

C. LECLERC / FERRARI

S. PEREZ / RED BULL

L. NORRIS / MCLAREN

D. RICCIARDO / MCLAREN

G. RUSSELL / WILLIAMS

C. SAINZ / FERRARI

S. VETTEL / ASTON MARTIN

F. ALONSO / ALPINE

P. GASLY / WILLIAMS

E. OCON / ALPINE

A. GIOVINAZZI / ALFA ROMEO

L. STROLL / ASTON MARTIN

Y. TSUNODA / ALPHATAURI

K. RAIKKONEN / ALFA ROMEO

N. LATIFI / WILLIAMS

M. SCHUMACHER / HAAS

N. MAZEPIN / HAAS
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2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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10.

11.
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F1’s Speed King delivers for a packed 
Silverstone crowd



SPRINT
HIGHLIGHTS

Max Verstappen sprint-
ed into the record books 

by claiming pole position "or 
emerging victorious in a 17-lap 
race. Verstappen’s "ourth pole 
in a row came o! the back o" a 
strong start in Formula 1’s in-
augural Sprint at Silverstone, 
catapulting his Red Bull RB16 
o! the line, and having "ull 
trust in his brakes into Village, 
a#er they brie"ly alighted on 
the grid. 

The quick getaway propelled 
Verstappen "rom second into 
"irst at the expense o" Lew-
is Hamilton, and despite the 
Briton’s best e!orts to wres-
tle back the position across 

the next hal" o" the lap, it was 
the Red Bull ace who stayed 
ahead. Their positions re-
mained unchanged through the 
course o" the encounter, both 
running Medium tyres, as the 
strategically o!set Valtteri Bot-
tas made no impact on So#s. 

“I think what was nice in the 
beginning is that you start with 
lower "uel in this race so nat-
urally the cars are "aster and 
that’s what you like - the car 
is a bit more alive, so that was 
"un compared to a heavy car 
and everything, it’s just slow in 
the beginning so I enjoyed that 
bit "or sure,” said Verstappen.

Verstappen passes slow-starting 
Hamilton into Turn 1 to snatch the 
Sprint lead

Alonso makes blistering start to 
surge to fifth, having started P11

Perez spins off chasing Norris be-
fore eventually retiring

Sainz and Russell clash over top 10, 
resulting in a three-place grid drop 
for the Williams driver

Hamilton, who "inished 1.4s 
behind Verstappen, was le# to 
lament his slow getaway.

“We have a target position 
which you have to hit with your 
clutch,” he explained. “The goal 
was to be on target and I was 
on target, so I did what I was 
supposed to do but it didn’t 
deliver, "or whatever reason, I 
don’t know why. I had a lot o" 
wheel spin and the rest is his-
tory.”

Bottas’ race was potentially 
the most Bottas race in histo-
ry. Starting on So#s potentially 
provided an early advantage 
but he stayed third, at which 
point he was destined "or irrel-
evant anonymity.

“I had a bit o" momentum go-
ing into Turn 1, I "elt a bit boxed 
and I’ve been in that kind o" 
situation be"ore, suddenly you 
get this understeer and you 
need to back o!, but it looks 
like a bigger li# than it actually 
is, but when you lose the mo-
mentum, you lose the momen-
tum,” he said.

Charles Leclerc had a lone-
ly run as he converted "ourth 
but behind him the action was 
more entertaining. Fernando 
Alonso utilised "resh So#s to 
great e!ect as he vaulted "rom 
11th to "i#h, using all his expe-
rience to carve his way through 
the lower top 10 order on the 
opening lap. His Alpine lacked 
the pace to stay there, de-
spite some aggressive weaving 

along Silverstone’s straights, 
while the higher degrada-
tion on So#s accentuated his 
cause, but he nonetheless took 
seventh, losing spots only to 
McLaren duo Lando Norris and 
Daniel Ricciardo. 

“Carlos’ [position] was made 
the start, Sebastian [Vettel] 
was made in Turn 1,” explained 
Alonso on his start. “Then it 
was quite high-risk manoeu-
vres, one was with the McLaren 
and [Sergio] Perez in Turn 4. 
Perez again in Turn 6, Norris in 
Turn 9. I guess i" you are "ight-
ing "or the championship I will 
not make those manoeuvres 
because there is more to lose 
than to gain.”

Perez, meanwhile, was one o" 
the big losers. He dropped "rom 
"i#h to seventh on the opening 
lap and then spun o! through 
Chapel. He trundled around 
towards the back be"ore calling 
it a day.

“A#er the spin we had too 
much vibration on the tyres 
and that was it,” he said. “The 
team were worried about the 
damage that could be caused 
with the vibrations, and there 
wasn’t anything more to gain, 
so they made the decision to 
retire the car.”

SPRINT
RESULT

M. VERSTAPPEN / RED BULL

L. HAMILTON / MERCEDES

V. BOTTAS / MERCEDES

C. LECLERC / FERRARI

L. NORRIS / MCLAREN

D. RICCIARDO / MCLAREN

F. ALONSO / ALPINE

S. VETTEL / ASTON MARTIN

G. RUSSELL / WILLIAMS

E. OCON / ALPINE

C. SAINZ / FERRARI

P. GASLY / ALPHATAURI

K. RAIKKONEN / ALFA ROMEO

L. STROLL / ASTON MARTIN

A. GIOVINAZZI / ALFA ROMEO

Y. TSUNODA / ALPHATAURI

N. LATIFI / WILLIAMS

M. SCHUMACHER / HAAS

N. MAZEPIN / HAAS

S. PEREZ / RED BULL
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Max Verstappen sprints to Saturday 
Silverstone success



RACE
HIGHLIGHTS

Lewis Hamilton delivered 
what the 140,000 "ans in 

attendance desired – a home 
victory on a sun-kissed day at 
Silverstone. But the manner 
in which the win was achieved 
was akin to a stick o" dynamite 
being thrown into Formula 1’s 
title battle. 

Finally, perhaps inevitably, 
Hamilton and Max Verstappen 
came to blows and did so in 
a manner that had enormous 
consequences. As a pumped-
up Hamilton celebrated a scin-
tillating victory to the sound o" 
Silverstone’s roar Verstappen 
was undergoing precautionary 
checks in hospital as a con-
sequence o" their crash two 

hours be"orehand. 

It is rare in a title battle that 
two rivals scrap so regular-
ly – o#en one is ahead o" the 
other, with the advantage 
changing each weekend. But 
prior to Silverstone Hamilton 
and Verstappen went wheel-
to-wheel in Bahrain, Italy, Por-
tugal, Spain and France, swap-
ping positions in scintillating 
yet respect"ul "ashion. That all 
changed at Silverstone.

Verstappen started "rom pole 
position but Hamilton made 
a rapid getaway and immedi-
ately challenged his rival, who 
held on around the outside o" 
Abbey, almost making con-

Hamilton and Verstappen come to 
blows on first lap, with the Red Bull 
driver retiring after a 51G impact

Hamilton fights back from 10-sec-
ond penalty to beat inspired Leclerc

Bottas overhauls McLaren’s Norris 
for final podium spot

Ricciardo resists Sainz to grab 
fifth position for a McLaren dou-
ble-points finish

BRITISH GRAND PRIX
RACE REPORT 

tact. Hamilton ducked out o" 
the slipstream and ran wheel-
to-wheel along the Wellington 
Straight, again almost brush-
ing wheels, with Verstappen 
aggressively seizing the inside 
line through Brooklands. 

There was brie"ly some breath-
ing room between them but 
Hamilton had an excellent line 
through Lu$eld and the slip-
stream propelled him onto the 
back o" Verstappen. Hamilton 
jinked le#, then right, and tried 
nabbing the inside line into the 
"erociously "ast Copse corner. 
Verstappen turned in, and con-
tact was made, with the RB16B 
propelled into the barriers at 
high speed. The impact was 
measured at 51G. 

Verstappen was winded in the 
accident and gingerly extricat-
ed himsel" "rom the wreckage, 
"rom where he walked to an 
ambulance that drove him to 
the medical centre. Race Con-
trol had already stopped pro-
ceedings, allowing repairs to 
Hamilton’s "ront wing to be un-
dertaken in the pit lane. Tem-
pers quickly "lared between 
senior personnel at Red Bull 
and Mercedes as they sought 
to wrestle the upper hand 
against the stewards. 

The stewards issued Hamilton 
with a 10-second time penalty 
but it only served to heighten 
his hunger. Hamilton took the 
restart "rom second, behind 

Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc, who 
snuck through to grab the lead 
when the title rivals clashed. 
Hamilton dropped to "ourth 
through the pit stop phase, 
once the penalty was applied, 
but picked o! Lando Norris, 
was waved through by Valtteri 
Bottas, and eventually hunt-
ed down Leclerc – making the 
move with three o" the 52 laps 
remaining.

Circuit: Silverstone 
Laps: 52 (5.891km)
Lap Record: 1:27.097

Hamilton’s triumph after clash of the titans

(Below) The start of the British 
Grand Prix saw Verstappen start 

from pole 

(Bottom) Ricciardo had to hold 
off a charging Sainz for much 

of the race



The knives, though, were quickly 
out "or the race winner.

“I" you look at the overhead he’s 
run wide into the corner,” said 
Red Bull Team Principal Christian 
Horner, who appeared in every 
interview under the sun in order 
to heap criticism on Hamilton. 
“He’s carried too much speed. 
That move was never on. Lewis is 
a world champion o" seven titles. 
That was an amateur’s mistake 
and a desperate mistake. I can’t 
see how Lewis can take any sat-
is"action "rom a win when he’s 
put his "ellow driver in hospital. 
It’s disappointing, it’s extremely 
annoying. His actions have put in 
jeopardy another driver’s sa"ety 
and "or me that’s unacceptable.”

Verstappen did not speak to me-
dia a#er the incident, having been 
undertaking precautionary checks 
in hospital, but did use his social 
media accounts to express his 
view. 

“Glad I’m ok,” he said. “Very disap-
pointed with being taken out like 
this. The penalty given does not 
help us and doesn’t do justice to 
the dangerous move Lewis made 
on track. Watching the celebra-
tions while still in hospital is dis-
respect"ul and unsportsmanlike 
behaviour but we move on.”

Hamilton, though, was unrepent-
ant as he discussed the incident 
at length.

“Obviously I was alongside him 
into Turn 6 but I had to concede,” 
said Hamilton. “Then I got a great 
tow down to Turn 9. Yesterday I 

went down the le#-hand side and 
I really regretted not going "or the 
gap that was down the right-hand 
side, so I dummied him, moved to 
the le#, then moved to the right 
"or that gap. I was pretty "ar up 
alongside him then could see he 
wasn’t going to back out, went 
into the corner, then we collided. 
O" course that’s never the way 
that I want to win a race or even in 
general to race, but these things 
do happen.”

Hamilton disagreed with the stew-
ards’ call o" a 10-second penalty 
and outlined that he has to grab 
any chance that comes his way.

“We’re in a battle and I think this 
year he has been very aggressive 
and most times I’ve had to con-
cede and avoid incident with him 
and live to "ight on later in the 
race,” he said. “As you saw yes-
terday once he’s out in the clear 
they’re too "ast, so when an op-
portunity comes I’ve got to take it, 
that’s what we’re out here doing 
racing.”

Mercedes boss Toto Wol! under-
standably backed his man.

“It is a situation that I guess we all 
have seen in the past when great 
drivers race with each other,” he 
said. “When nobody is prepared 
to give in, then these kind o" sit-
uations can happen. But "or me it 
takes two to tango.”

Away "rom the major talking point 
there was still a motor-race – and 
it was one which could have been 
won by Leclerc. The Ferrari driver 
was brilliant up "ront as he battled 

(Top) Hamilton draws alongside 
Verstappen at the start of the 

race, but fails to seize the lead

(Right) Raikkonen spins after 
contact with another car



(Top) Leclerc leads Hamil-
ton before losing the lead 

with just a few laps left

(Right) Hamilton does a lap 
of honour with the Union 

Jack in hand

occasional engine glitches and 
maximised the most o" an unex-
pected opportunity. Ferrari had 
the legs on McLaren but was still 
"irmly third-"astest, yet Leclerc 
was only overhauled on lap 50 
o" 53, denied a third victory by a 
"ired-up Hamilton.

“Hal" o" me is very, very disap-
pointed, hal" o" me is very, very 
happy,” said Leclerc. “I haven’t 
"ound which side I want to go 
yet. O" course, I am extremely 
happy about the pace. I am ex-
tremely happy with what we’ve 
shown today. We didn’t think that 
we had a car to "ight where we 
"ought today, especially with all 
the problems we had in the "irst 
stint that carried on a little bit "or 
the race with these engine cuts. 
On the hards, we were a little bit 
less competitive compared to 
Mercedes and whenever I heard 
the pace o" Lewis I was like ‘it’s 
just a matter o" time’ until he 
comes back to me. I still had the 
hope that I could keep him behind 
but the di!erence o" pace was just 
too big.”

Bottas was once again a relatively 
underwhelming third; he lost out 
to Leclerc at the "irst start and 
then to Lando Norris at the re-
start. Only a tardy pit stop denied 
"acilitated Bottas in grabbing the 
ground he lost.

“I think the weakness today was 
the start, on both starts I had 
quite a bit o" wheel spin,” Bottas 
said. “Then I had to react to the 
stop "rom Lando at the beginning, 
so we stopped a bit too early to be 
competitive towards the end, but 

at least we got Lando and it was 
also nice to help Lewis to win.”

McLaren took a strong "ourth and 
"i#h, with Daniel Ricciardo manag-
ing to hold o! Carlos Sainz, whose 
prospects took a huge knock 
when he lost 10 seconds at his pit 
stop. Fernando Alonso overcame a 
slightly tardy stop to take seventh, 
and a healthy haul o" points, to 
continue his "ine run. 

Lance Stroll was an encouraging 
eighth on a weekend that had 
promised little initially, though 
team-mate Sebastian Vettel had 
a horror show. Vettel spun at the 
restart, dropped to the rear, and 
made little gains be"ore retir-
ing due to a cooling issue on the 
AMR21. 

Esteban Ocon grabbed ninth in 
the wake o" Pierre Gasly su!ering 
a late puncture. Gasly had worked 
wonders to drag the ill-per"orming 
AlphaTauri AT02 into a points-pay-
ing position but it was all "or 
nothing, though his demise did 
promote team-mate Yuki Tsunoda 
into the top 10. 

Gasly was le# down in 11th spot, 
while George Russell’s quest "or 
points continues as he took 12th 
"or Williams. It was a doubly dis-
astrous day "or Red Bull as Sergio 
Perez lacked pace, struggled to 
make meaning"ul progress "rom 
the back, and "inished outside o" 
the points.

Formula 1 travels to Hungary "or 
one last "ling be"ore the summer 
– and now the gloves are well and 
truly o!. 

(Left) Norris and Alonso 
battled early on, with the 
McLaren driver going on to 
finish fourth

(Below) A busy pitlane 
during the red flag caused 
by Verstappen’s clash with 
Hamilton



WINNER

POS DRIVER TEAM GAP

1 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes

2 Charles Leclerc Ferrari 3.871

3 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 11.125

4 Lando Norris McLaren 28.573

5 Daniel Ricciardo McLaren 42.624

6 Carlos Sainz Jr Ferrari 43.454

7 Fernando Alonso Alpine 72.093

8 Lance Stroll Aston Martin 74.289

9 Esteban Ocon Alpine 76.162

10 Yuki Tsunoda AlphaTauri 82.065

11 George Russell Williams 1 Lap

12 Pierre Gasly AlphaTauri 1 Lap

13 Antonio Giovinazzi Al!a Romeo 1 Lap

14 Nicholas Lati!i Williams 1 Lap

15 Kimi Raikkonen Al!a Romeo 1 Lap

16 Sergio Perez Red Bull 1 Lap

17 Nikita Mazepin Haas 1 Lap

18 Mick Schumacher Haas 1 Lap

19 Sebastian Vettel Aston Martin DNF

20 Max Verstappen Red Bull DNF

RESULT
POS DRIVER PTS

1 Max Verstappen 185

2 Lewis Hamilton 177

3 Lando Norris 113

4 Valtteri Bottas 109

5 Sergio Perez 104

6 Charles Leclerc 80

7 Carlos Sainz 68

8 Daniel Ricciardo 50

POS DRIVER PTS

1 Red Bull 289

2 Mercedes 284

3 McLaren 163

4 Ferrari 148

5 AlphaTauri 49

6 Aston Martin 48

7 Alpine 32

8 Al!a Romeo 2

CONSTRUCTORS’STANDINGS

DRIVERS’STANDINGS

LEWIS HAMILTON



SNAPSHOT

Perez had a 
recovery drive

A thrilling start 
to the race

Tom Cruise made 
an appearance

A slow stop for Norris 
cost him a podium

Hamilton 
congratulates Leclerc

The British 
GP podium
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ALFA ROMEO EXTENDS WITH SAUBER ON 
MULTI-YEAR DEAL
Alfa Romeo and Sauber 
Motorsport have reached a 
multi-year agreement, with 
yearly assessments, to remain 
partners in Formula 1. Alfa 
Romeo joined Sauber as a 
title sponsor in 2018, before 
the team, based out of Hinwil, 
Switzerland, was renamed Alfa 
Romeo Racing in 2019.

It only agreed a one-year 
extension last October to 
stay on for 2021 but a multi-
year agreement – albeit with 
annual reviews – has now been 
reached. The team has run a 
driver line-up of Kimi Raikkonen 
and Antonio Giovinazzi since 
Alfa Romeo assumed naming 
rights, however it is yet to 
con!rm its drivers for 2022, 
when new regulations will be 
introduced. 

Alfa Romeo says the new 
agreement “will allow the 
two parties to develop their 
vision for the future in a stable 
environment” and create an 
exciting future for both parties.

“We are delighted to be 
announcing the extension of 
this partnership,” said Alfa 
Romeo Racing Team Principal 
Frederic Vasseur."“Alfa Romeo 
have been an incredible 
companion over the last few 
years, and we are even more 
excited about the chapters 
that are yet to come."The new 
regulations are giving us the 
chance to make another step 
forward and I !rmly believe we 
are perfectly placed to make big 
gains together. We are looking 
forward to our future together 
and to keeping moving towards 
the front of the grid.”

Vasseur has outlined that Alfa 
Romeo’s 2022 line-up is not 
currently a priority.

“We have to take time to 
discuss and think about this, 
but we are not in a rush. I want 
to see what happens in F1 and 
in the junior series also, and I 
will take the decision on the 
second part of the season – not 
before.”

Formula 1 has unveiled its own 
promotional 2022 car, giving 
fans a glimpse of what next 
year’s versions should look 
like. New technical regulations 
will come into play next 
year, aimed at closing up the 
competition at the front of the 
!eld, as well as allowing for 
closer on-track racing. The new 
cars were originally scheduled 
to be introduced in 2021, 
however they were pushed 
back by one year due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

“It feels like a very long time 
ago the FIA o#cially unveiled 
the regulations for the future 
of the sport, but a$er the one-
year delay due to the pandemic 
it’s only 170 days to go until the 
start of 2022 when we will see 
the next generation of Formula 
1 cars take to the track,” said F1 
managing director Ross Brawn. 

“There is huge excitement 
ahead of this new era, and 
while 2021 has been a great 
battle we still have cars 
struggling to follow each 
other during the race. The 
regulations for 2022 will 
address this problem and 
create an opportunity for closer 
battles and more wheel-to-
wheel racing. The combined 
e%ect of the new aerodynamic 
regulations and !nancial rules, 
in the form of the cost cap, 
will create the conditions for a 
more balanced championship 
and for the gaps across the 
grid to close.”

The 2022 challengers will 
see the return of a ground-
e%ect &oor, which will 
produce a cleaner wake 
through the underbody of 
the car. Simpler front wings, 
as well as a revamped rear 

wing, will also be included. 
Bargeboards, which have 
been a key area of downforce 
development in recent years, 
have been outlawed in the new 
regulations. 

Another noticeable addition to 
the cars will be 18-inch Pirelli 
tyres, which have been going 
through a testing programme 
throughout 2021. The tyres are 
aimed to be less sensitive to 
temperature, allowing drivers 
to push harder, for longer. 

Wheel covers will also make a 
return, having been outlawed 
in the sport since the end of 
the 2009 championship. The 
current 1.6 litre V6 turbo engine 
will remain in the regulations, 
however development will be 
frozen until 2025.

FORMULA 1 PROVIDES FIRST GLIMPSE OF 2022 CARAlfa Romeo will remain in 
F1 for the coming years

Formula 1’s 2022 car, or at 
least its vision, was presented



McLaren CEO Zak Brown 
was forced to miss the 
British GP a$er contracting 
Covid-19; two other McLaren 
personnel were also 
benched. 

Aston Martin has formed 
a content partnership with 
social media platform TikTok. 

Formula 1 paid tribute to 
the late Murray Walker 
with a picture of the iconic 
commentator, along with 
a quote, on the trophies at 
Silverstone.

A capacity crowd is set to 
attend the next round of 
the season in Hungary, 
with minimal restrictions 
currently in place in the 
country. 

Doubts nonetheless persist 
over the structure of the 
calendar in the latter stages 
of the year, with events in 
Japan, Mexico and Brazil still 
heavily in doubt. 

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS SAUDI ARABIA MAKES INVESTMENT IN 
MCLAREN GROUP

The McLaren Group has raised 
£550 million in new investment 
which will help to support 
its automotive and racing 
divisions. The new investment 
comes from multiple sources, 
but the largest share comes 
from the Saudi Arabia’s 
sovereign wealth fund, which 
is contributing around £400m 
of the investment, whilst 
existing shareholders, including 
Bahrain’s Mumtalakat, will 
contribute the remaining 
£150m.

A limited number of new 
private investors will invest 
the capital in the form of 
convertible preference shares. 
The investment will be used 
to repay an existing loan from 
the National Bank of Bahrain, 
which was sought during 
the pandemic as its road car 
business saw a slump in sales. 

Sales have since rebounded 
and the Formula 1 team’s 
fortunes have turned around 
in recent years, with McLaren 
currently holding third in the 
Constructors’ Championship 
– the same place it !nished 

in 2020. It will also support 
a growth plan under recently 
appointed executive chairman 
Paul Walsh, a former chief at 
drinks giant Diageo. Earlier this 
year McLaren raised further 
funds by selling its Woking 
headquarters on a leaseback 
deal.

“Building on the short-term 
measures that we put in place 
last summer in response to the 
global pandemic, McLaren has 
taken a number of signi!cant 
steps to put the company on 
a stable footing for the long-
term, with the close support 
of its advisors and existing 
shareholders,” said Walsh. 
“Following the strategic 
investment into Racing that 
we secured last year, this 
successful equity raise is a key 
element of our comprehensive 
!nancial strategy to support 
the Group’s growth plans.”

Saudi Arabia has invested in 
sport in recent years, with 
the country debuting on the 
Formula 1 calendar in Jeddah in 
December.

FORMULA 1 REVEALS SCHOLARSHIP AND INTERNSHIP SCHEMES
Formula 1 has outlined details of 
a new scholarship programme 
and internship placements as 
part of its ongoing pledge to 
increase diversity within the 
championship. As part of the 
programme 10 students from 
underrepresented groups 
will receive engineering 
scholarships that provide the 
full cost of tuition and living 
stipend. 

The scholars will begin in 
September 2021 as part of 
undergraduate courses in the 
UK and postgraduate courses 
in Italy, and all 10 teams have 
committed to providing work 
experience opportunities. 

The 10 scholars will be 
place at the University of 
Cambridge (one), Coventry 
University (one), Manchester 
Metropolitan University (one), 
the Motorvehicle University 
of Emilia-Romagna (three), 

University of Oxford (two) and 
Strathclyde University (two).

 In addition there will be six 
interns from underrepresented 
groups o%ered roles within 
Formula 1 in the short- and 
long-term, focusing on 
marketing and the media. Two 
long-term apprentices from 
underrepresented groups will 
be placed within Formula 1 
later this year and these will 
have a focus on mechanical 
engineering. 

Part of the !nancing for the 
scholarship scheme has come 
from the personal $1m donation 
made by former Formula 1 
CEO Chase Carey. It comes 
o% the back of the release of 
the Hamilton Commission, co-
chaired by World Champion 
Lewis Hamilton, which 
highlighted di#culties faced by 
underrepresented groups within 
the motorsport industry.

“Formula 1 is a global sport 
with fans across the world,” 
said Formula 1 CEO Stefano 
Domenicali. “We want to be as 
diverse as our fan base and 
that is why we are taking action 
to ensure talented people 
from underrepresented groups 
have the best opportunities to 
get into, and build, a fantastic 
career in this amazing sport. 
I am delighted to announce 
that scholars, apprentices and 
interns will get the chance to 
ful!l their dreams in Formula 1 
and I know they have amazing 
futures ahead of them. All of 
the teams are committed to this 
and the work of the Hamilton 
Commission shows the 
dedication to addressing these 
issues across Formula"1.”

McLaren has taken on 
funding from Saudi Arabia

Formula 1 will fund scholarship 
schemes and have interns in 2021



GETTING
TECHNICAL
BY ROSARIO GIULIANA

The new single-seater has been designed 
to look quick, with !lowing lines and a !u-
turistic-looking design, which di"ers greatly 
!rom the current cars which are dotted with 
wings and various !ins.

The introduction o! the new concept re-
minds us that this should have already 
made its debut, but was postponed due 
to the pandemic. The purpose o! introduc-
ing cars so di"erent !rom the current ones 
is essentially to encourage closer on-track 
battles, which should equal more action and 
entertainment.

Current single-seaters have aerodynam-
ics that are very sensitive to air!low distur-
bances when closely !ollowing another car. 
A 35% down!orce loss occurs when the !ol-
lowing car is within 20 metres and that rises 
to 46% when it’s within 10m, which pre-
vents attackers !rom staying close enough 
on the twisty sections o! the track.

On the Thursday o! the British Grand Prix, Formula 1 showed 
the world what its cars will look like next year thanks to a !ull-
scale model designed to the 2022 technical regulations.

The 2022 Formula 1 explained



GETTING TECHNICAL

This then causes increased tyre 
wear !or the chasing car, so it’s a 
double whammy disadvantage, 
which F1 hopes to solve with its 
new car and the claimed num-
bers !rom hundreds o! millions 
o! simulations suggests this is 
the case. A 10m gap sees a loss 
o! just 18% o! down!orce and at 
20m that’s just 4%.

The cars o! 2022 were born pre-
cisely with the aim o! drastically 
reducing aerodynamic sensitiv-
ity, with a more simpli!ied shape 
over the entire car so as not to 
create so-called “dirty” air !or 
those behind.

Most o! the down!orce, in !act, 
will not come !rom the wings, 
but !rom the !loor and the di!-
!user, with the return to F1 o! 
the ground e"ect through the 
implementation o! large venturi 
channels, which will help the 
cars to stay glued to the track 

sur!ace. There will in !act be 
large splitters behind the rear 
wheels, which will collect the 
!low o! air accelerating it under 
the !loor (which will no longer 
be !lat like it is now).

The concept presented yes-
terday by the FIA   and FOM 
still remains a template, with 
a !airly basic interpretation o! 
the 2022 regulations, so ex-
pect them to look a little di!-
!erent when it comes to team 
launches early next year.

However, we have begun to see 
the !irst technical areas that 
di"er widely !rom current F1 
cars, which could be crucial in 
the development o! !uture cars. 
A revolution certainly concerns 
the !ront area, where the nose 
will no longer be raised with re-
spect to the !ront wing, but will 
!orm a single integral element. 
The !ront section o! the !rame 

will also be lower than it is now, 
resulting in the repositioning o! 
all !ront suspension mounts.

The !ront wing, very di"erent 
!rom the 2021 ones, will always 
remain arrowed. The bulkhead 
!ootplate should disappear. 
This is to avoid punctures in the 
event o! contact between the 
!ront wing and the tyre (such as 
that o! Gasly-Leclerc in Austria). 

Also note in the !ront area 
that an aerodynamic device 
that wraps the !ront wheel has 
been introduced, which has 
the exact !unction o! reducing 
the turbulence induced by the 
rotation o! the !ront tyre.

The design o! the 2022 cars 
remains very clean overall, 
and there should be no can-
tilevered !ins or aerodynamic 

appendages. Above all, the ab-
sence o! all that tangled !orest 
o! !low deviators (bargeboards) 
behind the rear wheels stands 
out, which will leave room !or 
the inlets o! the venturi ducts. 
The external part o! these out-
lets will instead divert the !low 
towards the outside o! the 
sidepod.

The shape o! the sidepod as we 

see is very di"erent and much 
simpler compared to the current 
single-seaters. At a structural 
level, the regulations concern-
ing impact protections (SIPS 
– side impact protection struc-
tures) will also change, with the 
transition !rom two anti-intru-
sion cones to a single shock 
absorption element.

This obviously allows the low-
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er channel o! the !loor to be 
opened, where the air !low will 
be conveyed.

The whole !loor will have a di!-
!erent shape, so say goodbye 
to slots, vortex generators and 
so on. The attention o! the en-
gineers will shi# mainly to try-
ing to generate down!orce !rom 
under the car, trying to seal as 
much as possible the air !low o! 
the venturi ducts, given the ab-
sence o! 80’s style side skirts.

However, !rom the images 
taken by photographers in this 
area, it is still evident that there 
could be more !reedom !or the 
engineers in the area in !ront 
o! the rear wheels, with a very 

tapered !loor shape. The way 
o! interpreting aerodynamics in 
that area o!   the single-seater 
will radically change compared 
to what is currently the case.

The most “!uturistic” area in the 
design concerns the rear, with a 
wing that will be very di"erent 
!rom how we are used to see-
ing it in F1. It will essentially be 
smaller to what was presented, 
with an endplate that will con-
nect directly with the cord o! 
the pro!iles.

Still to be decided i! the DRS 
system will be con!irmed (in the 
Silverstone template it has not 
been included). Surely a shape 
connected between the mobile 

!lap and the endplate would 
not allow great e$ciency, and 
indeed could !urther generate 
vortices harm!ul to those who 
!ollow. However, the intention 
would be to keep this system 
still active, even i! its contri-
bution in reducing drag when 
overtaking will be reduced.

Technically the rear part is more 
interesting, where the wing will 
be supported not only by verti-
cal pylons, but there will be the 
return o! the beam wing, that 
is the horizontal wing above 
the di"user. From the photos 
taken o! the car presented at 
Silverstone, the cantilevered 
winglets behind the brake ducts 
stand out, and are very large, 

helping to manage the huge 
jet o! air that will come !rom 
the sides o! the extractor.

However, it must be noted 
that the “grey areas” that the 
engineers and designers o! 
the teams will be able to ex-
ploit will be very minimal. Next 
year’s cars will be very simi-
lar to each other, with the FIA   
wanting to close the gap be-
tween top teams and mid-pack 
teams as much as possible.

In addition, many components 
will be standard !or all, with a 
single supplier. A striking ex-
ample are the rims and wheel 
covers, which we !irst saw in the 
concept shown on Thursday.

This will be associated with 
the introduction o! 18 “Pirelli 
tyres, compared to the cur-
rent 13”. This will make the tyres 
in F1 much more like road car 
designs, and will change the 

driving style a lot. The reduced 
shoulder o! the tyre will certain-
ly make the single-seaters more 
sensitive to the roughness o! 
the asphalt and the passage on 
the curbs.

The tyres will go, at the !ront, 
!rom a width between 370 and 
385 mm to one between 345 
and 375mm. At the rear, how-

ever, !rom a width between 455 
and 470 to one between 440 
and 470mm. As !or the total 
diameter, it will go !rom 670mm 
(or 680mm in the case o! rain 
tyres) to 725mm (or 735mm).



TOP        SHOT

Charles Leclerc laps the 
Silverstone circuit in a 

�����Wintage Ferrari 
Formula 1 car
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Kalle Rovanperä claimed a nar-
row early lead a!er the open-

ing stage o" WRC Rally Estonia on 
Thursday evening, having earlier 
also set the pace in the pre-event 
shakedown which had taken place 
earlier in the day to get up to 
speed on the "ast gravel stages 
and to re"ine their car setups 
ahead o" the rally. 

A!er three runs over the shake-
down, Rovanperä recorded the 
"astest time, with team-mates 
El"yn Evans "ourth and Sébastien 
Ogier "i!h. Second quickest was 
local hero and Hyundai i20 WRC 
driver Ott Tänak. A surprising 
third quickest was Toyota junior 

driver and recent Sa"ari runner-up 
Takamoto Katsuta. 

The "irst stage o" the rally took 
place adjacent to the service park 
in Tartu and Rovanperä recorded 
the "astest time by just 0.1 sec-
onds. The "ield was very close as 
Ogier, who was in 10th place, was 
only 1.2s away "rom Rovanperä’s 
time.

DAY 1 – FRIDAY: Rovanpera and 
Breen show the way…

Young Finn Kalle Rovanperä was 
early to lay claim to being the 
"astest WRC driver on Estonia’s 
super-"ast rally stages on Friday 

CHANGING OF THE GUARD AS 
ROVANPERÄ REWRITES HISTORY…

RALLY REPORT

a!er winning six o" the eight 
special stages run on the day 
to lead the 2021 edition o" Rally 
Estonia. The 20-year-old Toyota 
Yaris WRC driving Finn, who 
now lives in Estonia, ended the 
"irst "ull day o" the event 8.5s 
ahead o" Hyundai’s Craig Breen 
who was a surprising second 
when the crews arrived back to 
rally HQ in the Baltic country’s 
second city o" Tartu.

With both drivers chasing their 
maiden WRC win, their pace 
was astounding and the two 
seemed to spur each other 
on as the stages ticked down. 
Such was the "erocity o" their 

battle, that Breen’s team leader, 
Thierry Neuville, and Toyota’s 
seven-time world champion 
Sébastien Ogier trailed the pair 
by nearly a minute!

Rovanperä, who had also led 
a!er Thursday night's short 
opening stage, won three o" 
Friday morning's stages in his 
Toyota Yaris WRC. He then add-
ed three more stage wins in the 
a!ernoon, but could not shake 
the Irishman out o" his rear 
view mirrors.

"It's tight - the gap is virtually 
nothing," explained Rovanperä 
at the overnight halt. "Craig has 

KEY RALLY MOMENTS

A historic win 
for the WRC

GRAHAM HARRIS
EDITOR- IN-CHIEF

Day one sees mayhem 
and the !ield reduced 
once again

Tänak retires on day 
one a"er an o# road 
adventure

Breen stays ahead 
o! Neuville a"er late 
penalty !or the Belgian

Evans never really gets 
going and has to settle 
!or !i"h

Ogier drives a 
measured event to 
keep ahead o! Evans

Rovanpera is the youngest 
WRC winner in history



been doing really nice times, 
so tomorrow will be a big "ight. 
There were many jumps and 
many o" them you can really 
enjoy. Some you have to go 
quite big and it's a bit harsh in 
the car."

But it wasn’t only one-way 
Rovanperä tra#c as Breen 
did brie"ly lead the event a"-
ter he won one stage, tied 
with Rovanperä in another be-
"ore the young Finn put in his 
string o" wins leaving Breen to 
take six second places in his 
Hyundai i20 WRC. The heat 
generated by the pair was 
matched by local temperatures 
sitting at around 30°C.

All this le! pre-event "avour-
ite and local hero Ott Tänak 
nowhere. Despite winning the 
opening Arula on Saturday 
morning to relegate Rovanperä 
brie"ly to second, he was quick-
ly in the wars, plunging down 
the leader board to seventh a"-
ter a "ront right puncture in the 
"ollowing stage, Otepää. But 
worse was to come in the next 
stage...

"I went wide in a corner and 
basically I went on the "ield and 
during that I knocked o$ two 
tyres,” explained Tänak, who 
began the loop with just one 
spare wheel! “I had another two 
punctures and obviously we 
had no spares anymore and it 
was not possible to continue." 

Behind Rovanpera and Breen, 

Neuville and Ogier were le! to 
scrap over third. Neuville lost 
time with a rear le! puncture 
while the reigning WRC champi-
on drove brilliantly, minimising 
the handicap o" having to open 
the so! and sandy stages, that 
the Frenchman had navigate 
being the current points leader. 
The pair traded positions all 
day be"ore Neuville managed to 
move ahead in the penultimate 
stage o" the day to "inish 6.0s 
in "ront o" Ogier albeit 53.4s o$ 
the lead.

Further back in "i!h, El"yn 
Evans twice overshot junctions 
in his Yaris WRC and he never 
recovered the time lost to end 
the day 15.7s behind team-mate 
Ogier. But Evans was almost 
two minutes clear o" Teemu 
Suninen's Ford Fiesta a!er a 
rear le! puncture and a sus-
pected water pump issue de-
layed the M-Sport Ford driver. 
But his troubles were minor 
compared to teammate Gus 
Greensmith who retired a!er 
stopping on multiple occasions 
with technical issues a$ecting 
his Fiesta WRC's engine power.

Meanwhile Sa"ari runner-up 
Takamoto Katsuta retired his 
Yaris WRC "rom third place a!er 
co-driver Dan Barritt su$ered a 
back injury a!er a heavy land-
ing over a jump and required 
medical treatment. Sadly the 
Japanese driver’s rally was run. 

Day 1 - Top Six:

1. Rovanperä/Halttunen 1h 06m 
54.4s
2. Breen/Nagle +8.5s
3. Neuville/Wydaeghe +53.4s
4. Ogier/Ingrassia +59.4s
5. Evans/Martin +1m 15.1s
6. Suninen/Markkula +3m 14.9s

DAY 2 – SATURDAY: Rovanpera 
moves ahead…

Kalle Rovanperä stood on the 

verge o" becoming the young-
est ever winner o" an FIA World 
Rally Championship a!er he 
checked into "inal control on 
Saturday evening in Tartu a!er 
an incredible second-leg drive 
on day two o" the Baltic event. 
The 20-year-old outpaced rival 
Craig Breen through nine "lat 
out gravel stages near Tartu, 
extending his day one lead 
"rom 8.5s to a massive 50.7s 
with just Sunday’s six short 
stages remaining.

While the Finn and the Irishman 
had "ought each other and 
traded times on Friday’s open-
ing stages, it was all Rovanperä 
on Saturday as he took com-
mand o" the event. He made his 
usual blinding start in his Yaris 
WRC by winning the opening 
Peipsiääre special stage and 
adding 14.3s to his lead over 
Breen.

That advantage climbed to 

RALLY ESTONIA
RALLY RESULT

Ogier couldn't 
keep his winning 
streak going

Evans 
%nished 
%!h

Home hero 
Tanak's rally 
ended on Friday!
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35.7s by mid-leg morning ser-
vice a!er just "our stages and 
young Rovanperä now enjoyed 
the luxury o" taking a meas-
ured approach during the a"-
ternoon's "our dusty, rutted 
repeat stages.

"Yesterday the time gaps were 
small, but today we could 
make them much bigger," 
said a delighted Rovanperä. 
"I was preparing a lot "or the 
"irst stage. I knew it can be a 
stage where you can make a 
big di$erence and we made a 
good e$ort there. We still had 
so many kilometres le! that 
you can't really ease o$, but 
a!er that I could be a bit more 

sensible."

Breen, who’s second place on 
Saturday evening would match 
his 2020 Rally Estonia result, 
i" he could stay on the road 
"or the remaining stages on 
Sunday, didn’t have it as easy 
as Rovanperä. The Irishman 
survived a major scare in the 
short closing stage when he 
hit a rock on the inside o" a 
right bend. He was "ortunate 
to be able to limp his Hyundai 
i20 WRC into overnight service 
with a serious oil leak and sus-
pension damage.

Despite all this he still had a 
30.2s advantage over team-

mate Thierry Neuville, who still 
had the better o" 2021 points 
leader Ogier. The pair had 
traded times during the morn-
ing’s stages, but the Belgian 
pulled his i20 WRC clear o" the 
Frenchman in the a!ernoon to 
end the day 17.9s to the good 
o" the Yaris WRC. And with his 
eye on increasing his lead in 
the points standings, Ogier 
wasn’t prepared to take any 
chances as he was ahead o" 
rival and teammate Evans. In 
the end, Ogier "inished the day 
23.4s ahead o" the Welshman. 
Evans didn’t have any issues 
but lacked the edge to match 
the pace o" those ahead o" 
him.

Breen took second 
place for Hyundai

M-Sport Ford’s Teemu Suninen 
retained his sixth place in his 
Fiesta WRC, despite spinning 
into the "orest on the opening 
stage o" the day, with Hyundai 
privateer Pierre-Louis Loubet 
closing out the World Rally Car 
runners in seventh in his i20 
WRC. Behind them, Ott Tänak 
had restarted a!er retiring on 
Friday and the Estonian was the 
master o" his home roads in his 
i20. He rattled o$ six straight 
stage wins to show what could 
have been had he not had his 
o$ road issues in the early 
stages.

Day 2 - Top Six:

1. Rovanperä/Halttunen 2h 17m 
46.8s
2. Breen/Nagle +50.7s
3. Neuville/Wydaeghe +1m 
20.9s
4. Ogier/Ingrassia +1m 38.8s
5. Evans/Martin +2m 02.2s
6. Suninen/Markkula +6m 14.3s

DAY 3 – SUNDAY: The youngest 
ever…

Kalle Rovanperä made history 
on Sunday a!ernoon as the 
youngest ever winner o" an FIA 

World Rally Championship rally 
a!er a brilliant and measured 
drive on the 2021 edition o" 
Rally Estonia. The 20-year-old 
Finnish driver is more than two 
years younger than his Toyota 
Gazoo Racing boss and coun-
tryman Jari-Matti Latvala when 
he claimed the current record 
back in 2008.

A!er "ending o$ a "ierce early 
challenge "rom Hyundai’s Craig 
Breen on Sunday morning, 
Rovanperä and co-driver Jonne 
Halttunen stormed clear to win 
this seventh round o" this year’s 
championship by 59.9sec in 
his Yaris WRC. The young Finn, 
who now lives in Estonia, cele-
brated on the podium with "a-
ther Harri, who scored his sole 
WRC victory in Sweden in 2001. 
Today's win was the "irst "or a 
Finnish driver in the champion-
ship since Latvala won Rally 
Australia back in 2018.

Rovanperä has endured a bar-
ren run o" results o" late with 
just one top six "inish in the 
last "our rounds, but his maiden 
victory promoted him to "ourth 
in the championship standings 
with "ive rounds remaining. 

Toyota drivers now "ill three o" 
the top "our places.

"It has been a di#cult season 
and it's really nice to get my 
"irst win here in Estonia," said a 
jubilant Rovanperä on the podi-
um. "It's almost a home rally "or 
me now and a lot o" Estonian 
"ans were supporting me. Our 
results haven't been so good, 
but we've proved the pace is 
there and today we brought 
it home. To be the youngest 
[WRC rally] winner is amazing. 
It could have happened earlier, 
but now it's here."

Estonia is proving to be a happy 
hunting ground "or Craig Breen 
as he has now "inished second 
on the last two editions o" the 
rally despite scaring his team 
boss on Saturday evening a!er 
limping into "inal service with 
suspension damage a!er clip-
ping a big rock on the roadside 
during the "inal stage o" the 
day.

“I am quite happy with how the 
weekend has gone, and I am 
satis"ied with our per"ormance,” 
said an understated Breen. 
“We have carried good speed 
throughout the stages. OK, 
it’s not been enough to match 
Kalle, but we were able to con-
solidate our second place and 
brought it home to the end. I’ve 
enjoyed mysel" immensely "rom 
start to "inish. All I need is a bit 
more time to go that extra one 
or two percent that I know we 
have within us.”

The Irishman eventually "in-
ished ahead o" his teammate 
Thierry Neuville by 12.5s a!er 
the Belgian's hopes o" catching 
his part-time colleague were 



set back by a 10s penalty a!er 
checking in late at a time con-
trol on Sunday morning "ollow-
ing technical issues on his i20. 

“It has been a long weekend 
with 24 challenging stages 
– and a tough event "or us,” 
commented Neuville a!er the 
event. “Our main target com-
ing here was to keep our clos-
est rivals, Sébastien and El"yn, 
behind and we were able to 
achieve that. Obviously, it has 
not been enough to catch back 
the points gap, but we have 
edged a bit closer. From a team 
perspective, getting two cars 
on the podium is a positive to 
take away, and I can now look 
ahead to Ypres Rally Belgium, 
my home rally.”

2021 Points leader Sébastien 
Ogier "inished "ourth in an-
other Yaris with the reigning 
WRC champion 11.6s adri! o" 
Neuville, content to pick up a 
bag o" points in his unrelenting 
charge towards an inevitable 
eighth drivers' title a!er having 
to open the stages on Friday 
where traction was at a premi-
um, to say the least.

“Today it was mostly "ull "ocus 
"or the Power Stage, but in the 
end the conditions were re-
ally horrible in that stage,” said 
Ogier. “With huge ruts, it was 
not a stage to drive hard, it was 
just about surviving and try-
ing to "inish, but we still tried to 
get some extra points, which 
at least we managed. Overall 

this weekend has been a posi-
tive step "or the championship. 
Coming here "irst on the road 
we knew it would be di#cult. 
We had a very strong Friday, 
then didn’t manage to turn that 
into a better result, but still, 
the most important thing is the 
points we took.”

Toyota teammate El"yn Evans 
"inished 43.1s behind Ogier 
in "i!h a!er never truly get-
ting to grips with the Estonian 
conditions and was "ollowed 
home by M-Sport Ford’s Teemu 
Suninen a "ull "ive minutes be-
hind who was in turn 1m 40s 
ahead o" the "inal World Rally 
Car runner, the privateer Pierre 
Loubet. 

“It’s been a di#cult week-
end overall "or us,” said Evans. 
“Today we tried to "ocus on the 
Power Stage and did what we 
could there, but un"ortunately 
it wasn’t really the per"ormance 
we wanted. It’s not been what 
we hoped or expected this 
weekend. I didn’t really gel with 
it "rom the start and I never 
"ound my rhythm. Obviously 
that’s something we have to 
put right "or the next events. 
But I’m very happy to see Kalle 
and Jonne get the win here, it’s 
very well deserved.”

Ogier now leads Evans by 37 
points in the championship, 
with their Toyota squad main-
taining its 59-point lead in the 
manu"acturers' standings. The 
WRC returns to asphalt next 

month when Belgium makes its 
"irst WRC appearance with the 
Renties Ypres Rally Belgium on 
August 13-15.

RALLY ESTONIA
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Neuville had to 
settle for third

Rovanpera 
tackles the jump
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WINNER’S PODIUM SHOT
K. ROVANPERA / J. HALTTUNEN (TOYOTA RACING GAZOO)

OVERALL RESULT TOP &*()5

# %SJWFS�$P�ESJWFS Car 5JNF�Gap

1 O. Tanak / M. Jarveoja Hyundai i20 Coupe 5:52.2

2 T. Neuville / M. Wydaeghe Hyundai i20 Coupe +2.7

3 S. Ogier / J. Ingrassia Toyota Yaris WRC +3.5

4 E. Evans / S. Martin Toyota Yaris WRC +4.3

5 K. Rovanpera / J. Halttunen Toyota Yaris WRC +9.4

POWER STAGE TOP FIVE

# %SJWFS�$P�ESJWFS Car 5JNF�Gap

7 A. Lukyanuk / Y. Fedorov Skoda Fabia Evo 3:00:17.4

8 A. Mikkelsen / O. Floene Skoda Fabia Evo 3:01:45.2

9 T. Ostberg / T. Eriksen Citroen C3 3:01:59.0

10 M. Bulacia / M. Ohannesian Skoda Fabia Evo 3:02:15.7

RALLY 2/3 RESULT

# Driver Points

01 S. Ogier 148

02 E. Evans 111

03 T. Neuville 96

# Team Points

01 Toyota 315

02 Hyundai 256

03 M-Sport 125

DRIVERS’
CHAMPIONSHIP STANDINGS

MANUFACTURERS’
CHAMPIONSHIP STANDINGS

# Driver�$P�ESJWFS Car 5JNF�Gap

1 K. Rovanpera / J. Halttunen Toyota Yaris WRC 2:51:29.1

2 C. Breen / P. Nagle Hyundai i20 Coupe +59.9

3 T. Neuville / M. Wydaeghe Hyundai i20 Coupe +1:12.4

4 S. Ogier / J. Ingrassia Toyota Yaris WRC +1:24.0

5 E. Evans / S. Martin Toyota Yaris WRC +2:07.1

6 K. Rovanpera / J. Halttunen Ford Fiesta WRC +7:07.3

7 P. Loubet / F. Haut-Labourdette Hyundai i20 Coupe +8:48.3

8 A. Lukyanuk / Y. Fedorov Skoda Fabia Evo +10:16.1



SHWARTZMAN DOMINATES FIRST SILVER-
STONE SPRINT RACE

Robert Shwartzman took his 
second race win o! the 2021 
Formula 2 season in dominating 
!ashion, leading !rom start to 
!inish at Silverstone. The Rus-
sian driver, who started !ourth 
on the grid, blitzed o" the line 
to take the lead into the open-
ing corner.

With Juri Vips and Christian 
Lundgaard !ollowing behind, 
Shwartzman was present-
ed with little challenge as he 
charged to the !inish line. A!-
ter a torrid start to the year, 
Shwartzman has now taken a 
top-!ive !inish in the last !ive 
races.

Guanyu Zhou, who lead the 
Drivers’ Championship heading 
into the race, !ailed to get to the 
end o! his !irst lap a#er spin-
ning on his own at Turn 4. He 
was joined on the sidelines on 
the opening lap by Roy Nissany, 
who enjoyed a strong quali!ying 
session on Friday.

With Vips and Lundgaard taking 
the !inal spots on the podium, 
Felipe Drugovich crossed the 
line in !ourth, scoring UNI-Virtu-
osi’s only point o! the race !ol-
lowing Zhou’s untimely DNF.

Theo Pourchaire was !i#h, 
heading the second Prema o! 
Oscar Piastri, who secured the 
extra points with the !astest lap 
o! the race. Liam Lawson saw 
the chequered !lag in seventh, 
ahead o! Dan Ticktum and Mar-
cus Armstrong. 

A late-race charge on !resh 
tyres !or !ormer Macau Grand 
Prix winner Richard Verschoor 
saw the Dutchman charge to 
tenth place, securing him re-
verse grid pole position !or the 
second Sprint Race on Saturday 
a#ernoon. 

As a result o! seperate spins, 
Guilherme Samaia and Alessio 
Deledda !ailed to make it to the 
end o! the race.

Race One
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H I G H L I G H T S

• Zhou loses 
championship lead a!er 
scoring zero points across 
races one and two

• Piastri takes "astest laps 
in both races

• Deledda and Boschung 
involved in heavy race two 
collision

FERGAL WALSH
E D I TO R

S P R I N T  R A C E
W I N N E R S

ROBERT SHWARTZMAN

VERSCHOOR CRUISES TO MAIDEN F2 WIN 
AT SUNNY SILVERSTONE

Race Two

RICHARD VERSCHOOR

With temperatures soaring, Ver-
schoor dominated the second 
race o! the Formula 2 weekend, 
taking the chequered !lag a#er 
going unchallenged throughout 
the 21 laps o! racing.

The Dutchman, who secured re-
verse grid pole position, headed 
Armstrong, who couldn’t quite 
!orge enough pace to !orce the 
MP Motorsport driver to de!end. 

The race was interrupted by a 
duo o! sa!ety cars, the !irst o! 
which was called on lap one 
a#er an unsighted Alessio 
Deledda crashed into a spinning 
Ralph Boschung at Turn 5. With 
debris littering the track, both 
drivers were able to walk away 
!rom the shunt.

Ticktum was third, the local 
driver claiming a podium !inish 
!or the Carlin team. The British 
driver crossed the line well clear 
o! Piastri in !ourth, who once 
more claimed the !astest lap.

A hand!ul o! laps a#er the ini-
tial sa!ety car restart, the yel-
low !lags waved again and 
the drivers were !orced into a 
queue when Jehan Daruvala hit 
Bent Viscaal at Turn 15. The Red 
Bull-backed driver was issued a 
10-second time penalty !or his 
troubles.

In the latter stages o! the race, 
Piastri passed Lawson !or !i#h, 
while the second Prema car, 
driven by the morning’s race 
winner Robert Shwartzman, 
rotated 360 degrees at the pe-
nultimate corner.

Juri Vips was seventh in the 
second Hitech car, with Felipe 
Drugovich and David Beckmann 
taking the !inal points on o"er.

With the Sprint Races done 
and dusted, !ocus shi#ed to 
Sunday’s Feature Race, where 
Piastri would start !rom pole 
alongside Zhou, who looked to 
recover his weekend.



ZHOU GETS SILVERSTONE REDEMPTION 
WITH FEATURE RACE VICTORY

FEATURE RACE

Having endured a torrid Sat-
urday behind the wheel o! his 
UNI-Virtuosi car, China’s Zhou 
cruised to victory at the Silver-
stone Feature Race, ending his 
weekend on a high.

Starting !rom second on the 
grid, Zhou powered past 
pole-sitter Piastri into the !irst 
corner and swi#ly put the Pre-
ma driver as a mere spot in 
his mirrors. For the remainder 
o! the race, Zhou remained in 
!ront, and wasn’t troubled in 
the pit stop phase, when he 
pitted a#er his closest rivals.

Carlin’s Ticktum was second, 
as he managed to undercut 
Piastri and take second posi-
tion on the road. Although he 
set his sights on achieving a 
home victory, the 22-year-old 
couldn’t usurp Zhou.

“Yesterday was a day to put 
behind us but obviously to-
day was a completely new 

day,” Zhou said a#er his win 
on Sunday. “On my side I only 
had only had one race to !eel 
the balance, so the team and 
I went through quite a lot o! 
data to get a !ew changes 
made on the car. A#er I got 
the lead in the start, I was con-
trolling the race quite well.

“Then we saw the guys behind 
start to struggle a little bit on 
the option tyres and a#er do-
ing the pitstop we knew the 
main competitor was Dan be-
cause he was the guy who 
was chasing up to me. Getting 
all the back markers was su-
per di$cult, DRS didn’t have 
too much e"ect on the back 
straight, so it made it a bit 
tricky. Nonetheless, all the way 
to the !inish I was quite well in 
control and the car !elt amaz-
ing.”

A#er Piastri lost second place, 
he very nearly lost third, as 
late on in the race, the 2020 

EVENT RACE RESULTS

# Driver Team Gap

1 Robert Shwartzman PREMA Racing 42:34.300

2 Juri Vips Hitech Grand Prix +0.971

3 Christian Lundgaard ART Grand Prix +2.534

4 Felipe Drugovich UNI-Virtuosi +5.041

5 Theo Pourchaire ART Grand Prix +5.594

6 Oscar Piastri PREMA Racing +8.403 (FL)

7 Liam Lawson Hitech Grand Prix +11.640

8 Dan Ticktum Carlin Racing +12.365

H I G H L I G H T S

• Zhou turns around 
disastrous weekend with 
victory

• Piastri and Verschoor 
involved in late battle "or 
podium "inish

• Daruvala secures extra 
point with "astest lap

F E AT U R E  R AC E
W I N N E R

GUANYU ZHOU

Formula 3 champion came 
under pressure !rom Ver-
schoor, who was looking to 
!ollow up his Saturday victo-
ry with a podium !inish.

A late-race battle ensued 
between the two o! them, 
with both running o" the 
circuit at times in their at-
tempts to stay ahead. Pias-
tri !ended o" Verschoor and 
kept a hold o! the champi-
onship lead, boasting !ive 
points in !ront o! Zhou.

Shwartzman was !i#h in the 
second Prema car, as he too 
was looking in his mirrors at 
cars behind late in the race. 
Drugovich eyed up the Rus-
sian driver, but was !orced 
to settle !or sixth at the 
chequered !lag.

A charge !rom Juri Vips a#er 
a late pit stop saw the Red 
Bull-backed driver dip into 
the points, as he closely !ol-
lowed Shwartzman and Vips 
across the line in seventh.

Pourchaire was eighth, while 
Zendeli and Daruvala round-
ed out the top ten, with the 
latter also taking the extra 
point !or !astest lap.

A long wait now await the 
drivers ahead o! the next 
round, which is scheduled 
to be in Monza. With !our 
rounds completed and !our 
to go, the championship 
battle is almost sure to in-
tensi!y when the second 
hal! o! the season com-
mences in September.

SPRINT RACE 1 // TOP EIGHT

# Driver Team Gap

1 Richard Verschoor MP Motorsport 42:38.809

2 Marcus Armstrong DAMS +1.202

3 Dan Ticktum Carlin Racing +2.350

4 Oscar Piastri PREMA Racing +7.726 (FL)

5 Liam Lawson Hitech Grand Prix +12.161

6 Juri Vips Hitech Grand Prix +14.879

7 Felipe Drugovich UNI-Virtuosi +15.522

8 David Beckmann Charouz Racing System +18.150

SPRINT RACE 2 // TOP EIGHT

# Driver Team Gap

1 Guanyu Zhou UNI-Virtuosi 51:07.552

2 Dan Ticktum Carlin Racing +3.828

3 Oscar Piastri PREMA Racing +19.342

4 Richard Verschoor MP Motorsport +20.128

5 Robert Shwartzman PREMA Racing +24.775

6 Felipe Drugovich UNI-Virtuosi 25.469

7 Juri Vips Hitech Grand Prix +25.836

8 Theo Pourchaire ART Grand Prix +26.651

9 Lirim Zendeli MP Motorsport +27.421

10 Jehan Daruvala Carlin Racing +27.677 (FL)

FEATURE RACE // TOP TEN
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rRacing X’s Alice Powell claimed 
her second W Series win o! 
the season on Saturday at 
Silverstone, beating Fabienne 
Wohlwend by just 1.9 seconds, 
having initially lost the lead to the 
Bunker Racing driver.

Powell got a good start !rom pole 
position, but Wohlwend’s was 
even better, which allowed her to 
draw alongside into Turn 1. The 
pair went wheel-to-wheel be!ore 
Wohlwend pulled slightly ahead, 
giving her the optimum line into 
Turn 3, where she took the lead.

Sirin Racing’s Miki Koyama start-
ed !rom the back o! the pack and 
looked to have stalled as she 
!ailed to getaway, be!ore even-
tually !inding a gear, but that 
dropped her well back !rom the 
pack.

The Japanese racer would go on 
to retire !rom the race, causing a 
brie! Sa!ety Car period.

That o"ered Powell a chance to 
close on Wohlwend and as the 
race resumed, the Briton seized 
the advantage to reclaim the 
lead in !ront o! her home – and W 
Series’ largest ever – crowd.

“It’s an amazing !eeling to win on 
home soil. I’ve experienced lots o! 
British Grand Prix weekends but 
never !rom this side and I want to 
thank every single !an out there 
!or the amazing support. To race 
and win in !ront o! this crowd is 
the stu" that dreams are made 

o! and it was extra special to 
have my !amily here to see it. It 
wasn’t the best o! starts !or me, I 
got a bad launch and was behind 
Fabienne. But I knew I had the 
pace and was !aster, and luckily 
she made an error which let me 
sneak through and I managed to 
bring it home !rom there,” said 
Powell.

Beitske Visser was another slow 
started, dropping !rom !ourth to 
seventh. She managed to recover 
to sixth with a late pass on Sarah 
Moore.

Abbi Pulling, who made her W 
Series debut this weekend with 
the Puma out!it, !inished where 
she started in eighth, but battled 
Moore in the closing laps to !inish 
just hal! a second adri#.

REIGNING CHAMPION CHADWICK 
WINS TO TAKE POINTS LEAD

RACE REPORT

Jamie Chadwick took third and 
the !inal podium spot !or Veloce 
Racing, losing her championship 
lead to Powell.

“It was a bit o! a quiet race !or 
me in third. I didn’t have the pace 
to challenge the girls at the !ront 
who were both super !ast,” ex-
plained Chadwick. “I’m happy to 
be on the podium, even though 
I would have loved to have won 
at home. But I’m just speech-
less looking at this crowd and 
the support !or us, I’ve never 
seen anything like this. The grid 
is very competitive this year and 
it’s really tough to win, but points 
make prizes. I would have loved 
the big points today, but we’ll 
keep chipping away in pursuit o! 
the ultimate prize which is the 
championship.”

Emma Kimilainen was !ourth, 
making up just one spot thanks 
to Visser’s poor start. Nerea 
Marti was !i#h ahead o! Visser, 
Moore, Pulling and Abbie Eaton, 
with Vicky Piria completing the 
top ten a#er Jessica Hawkins was 
handed a 20-second penalty !or 
causing a collision, dropping her 
to 16th.

The !airly unevent!ul race saw 
just two retirements in Koyama 
and Belen Garcia, who span in 
the Arena section.

Chadwick takes 
her $rst win of 

the 2021 season

Powell wins !rom pole, 
but has to regain the 
lead a"er losing out to 
Wohlwend at the start

Koyama gets poor start 
be!ore retiring !rom the 
race, causing a sa!ety car

Pulling takes points !in-
ish on W Series debut

KEY RACE MOMENTS



# Driver Points

01 A. Powell 54

02 J. Chadwick 48

03 S. Moore 36

04 F. Wohlwend 34

05 E. Kimilainen 27

# Driver Points

06 I. Sidorkova 22

07 N. Marti 22

08 B. Garcia 14

09 A. Eaton 10

10 B. Tomaselli 10

DRIVERS’
CHAMPIONSHIP STANDINGS

SILVERSTONE
RACE RESULT

# Driver Team Gap

1 A. Powell Racing X

2 F. Wohlwend Bunker Racing +1.919

3 J. Chadwick Veloce Racing +4.030

4 E. Kimilainen Ecurie W +5.784

5 N. Marti Academy +8.483

6 B. Visser M. Forbes Motorsport +9.090

7 S. Moore Scuderia W +10.491

8 A. Pulling Puma +11.088

9 A. Eaton Ecurie W +12.145

10 V. Piria Sirin Racing +14.495

11 B. Tomaselli Veloce Racing +15.022

12 M. Garcia Puma +15.887

13 S. Cook Bunker Racing +16.489

14 I. Sidorkova Academy +17.102

15 A. Agren M. Forbes Motorsport +30.223

16 J. Hawkins Racing X +33.991

17 B. Garcia Scuderia W +1 Laps

18 M. Koyama Sirin Racing +8 Laps

WINNER’S PODIUM SHOT
ALICE POWELL (BUNKER RACING)

OVERALL RESULT



 

TOP        SHOT

A dismal home rally !or Ott 
Tanak as a puncture and 

then a crash saw him 
retire on Friday
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It’s not an unusual sight to 

see a Toyota one-two a!er a 
quali"ying session in the FIA 
World Endurance Championship. 
The Japanese manu"acturer has 
become a dominant "orce in the 
championship in recent years, 
even as it moved "rom LMP1 to 
Hypercar.

But even Toyota must admit that 
the per"ormance shown by Jose 
Maria Lopez at the Autodromo 
Nazionale Monza is nothing short 
o" remarkable. The Argentinean 
swept all three practice sessions 
on Friday and Saturday and 
then capped it o# by taking pole 
position "or the race aboard the #7 
Toyota GR010 Hybrid.

A!er a pair o" laps aborted a!er 

errors, Lopez laid down a 1m 
35.899s to take pole, aided by a 
red "lag triggered by a crash "rom 
JOTA’s Sto#el Vandoorne, who lost 
control o" his car on the exit o" the 
second Lesmo.

A!er the session was restarted 
with just under three minutes to 
go, the Toyotas did not go out 
again and Alpine and Glickenhaus 
couldn’t improve, meaning Lopez 
completed a remarkable sweep o" 
practice and quali"ying.

“Honestly, it's not very common, 
I think, to be "astest in every 
session, especially with endurance, 
you know, we have tra$c and all 
the things but I started on the 
right "oot,” said Lopez a!erwards. 
“It's been a great year so "ar "or 

me as well, in terms o" "reedom 
with the car, and yeah, happy to 
do the job. When you're there, 
you have to do it doesn't matter 
i" you've been quickest in every 
session. In this sport, and in 
sport generally, you need to 
prove it every time.”

Lopez ended up just 0.062s 
"aster than team-mate Brendon 
Hartley in the #8 sister Toyota, 
with Nicolas Lapierre third in 
the #36 Alpine A480-Gibson 
ahead o" the two Glickenhaus 
cars o" Pipo Derani and Richard 
Westbrook.

The a"orementioned red "lag 
caused by Vandoorne towards 
the end o" the prototype 
session also went some way 

towards producing a surprising 
result in LMP2, as the session 
ended with silver-rated 
youngster Charles Milesi on top 
"or Team WRT.

Milesi outquali"ied everyone 
with a time o" 1m 38.527s 
aboard the #31 ORECA 
07-Gibson, which was no mean 
"eat considering some o" his 
opposition included top stars 
like Filipe Albuquerque and 
Nyck de Vries. The Frenchman 
admitted a!erwards that the 
red "lag had him a little worried.

“To be honest, we're a bit 
worried because we didn't know 
i" the quali"ying would restart 
or not. But be"ore the red "lag, 
it was actually improving. But 
yeah, I think it helped us a bit 
also, but I think it could have 
penalized us too.”

United Autosport’s Albuquerque 
came closest to beating Milesi 
a!er the session was restarted. 

The Portuguese driver improved 
late on, with his best time in the 
#22 ORECA 07-Gibson a mere 
0.030s slower than Milesi’s. 

Ben Hanley was third "or 
DragonSpeed, with De Vries 
"ourth in the #29 Racing Team 
Nederland ORECA and the top 
"ive rounded out by Felipe Nasr 
in the #82 Risi Competizione 
ORECA 07-Gibson. The American 
squad entered the Monza round 
as a one-o#, preparing "or their 
start in the 24 Hours o" Le Mans 
next month.

In GTE Pro, meanwhile, Kevin 
Estre once more proved why 
he is simply one o" the top GT 
drivers in the world by taking his 
"ourth consecutive WEC pole. 
The Frenchman has not been 
beaten in quali"ying since the 
2020 8 Hours o" Bahrain last 
November, had already taken 
pole in Spa and Portimao, and 
added another on Saturday 
a!ernoon in Monza.

LOPEZ UNSTOPPABLE AT 
THE TEMPLE OF SPEED

QUALIFYING REPORT

One very 
happy 
Texan!

Ferrari only just missed 
out on home pole

Untouchable Lopez 
sweeps all three practice 
sessions, takes pole

Milesi pulls out surprise 
pole in LMP2

Estre takes !ourth 
consecutive pole 
position in GTE Pro

Keating takes pole in 
GTE Am, credits late 
simulator session

KEY QUALIFYING MOMENTS



6 HOURS OF MONZA
QUALIFYING REPORT

A!er initially making a mistake 
on his "irst lap, locking up and 
taking to the escape road at 
Turn 1, Estre laid down a lap o" 
1m 45.412s in the #92 Porsche 
911 RSR-19 to take yet another 
pole position. As ever, margins 
in the top GTE category proved 
extremely tight, as AF Corse’s 
Alessandro Pier Guidi only 
missed out on a home pole by 
0.065s aboard the #51 Ferrari 
488 GTE Evo.

Gianmaria Bruni, also racing on 
home soil, was third in the #91 
Porsche 911 RSR-19, with Daniel 
Serra rounding out the top "ive 
in the #52 Ferrari.

Finally, GTE Am, where Ben 
Keating also denied Ferrari a 
pole position on home soil by 
going quickest in the #33 TF 
Sport Aston Martin Vantage AMR 
with a time o" 1m 47.272s. A!er 

the session, Keating had a very 
unusual explanation "or his rapid 
pace in quali"ying, partly to do 
with his late arrival in Monza "or 
last week’s Michelin Le Mans 
Cup round:

"I had a party at my house on 
Wednesday night that I could 
not miss,” Keating said. “And so 
I "lew here as soon as I could. 
I missed Free Practice one, in 
the Michelin Le Mans Cup, in a 
GT3 car with Ross Gunn. It was 
a big deal. I got the 30 minute 
Bronze practice, I got a one hour 
practice, and then I got one hour 
in the race. When quali"ying 
or racing is so close, when 
you're trying to "ind a tenth o" 
a second here, there, wherever, 
it makes a big deal "or me to be 
able to slowly "ind the time and 
improve. I rented a bicycle and 
I was riding around the bike on 
Monday here. And I saw signs at 

the track "or a simulator. I went 
and knocked on the window and 
I ended up spending three days 
in a simulator here at the track 
during the week while I was 
here, waiting on the WEC race 
[weekend] to start."

It clearly paid o#, as the 
Texan driver added another 
pole position to his list o" 
accomplishments. Initially, 
second place in class had gone 
to the #83 AF Corse Ferrari 488 
GTE Evo o" Francois Perrodo, but 
the team was later disquali"ied 
and sent to the back o" the 
grid as a result o" "ailing post-
quali"ying inspections. In its 
place was the #47 Cetilar Racing 
Ferrari o" Roberto Lacorte 
in second place, with Egidio 
Per"etti third in the #56 Team 
Project 1 Porsche 911 RSR-19.

Glickenhaus was a 
lot closer this time



r
Toyota survives intense 
race o! attrition to win

United Autosports 
win again in LMP2, 
complete overall 
podium

Porsche denies Ferrari 
home win in GTE Pro

AF Corse charges !rom 
last to !irst in GTE Am

The third round o" the season 
got underway cleanly, with 

no major accidents and Toyota, 
perhaps predictably, soon began 
to pull away. A lead change took 
place in LMP2, as Phil Hanson 
took the lead in the #22 United 
Autosports ORECA 07-Gibson, 
passing Robin Frijns in the #31 
Team WRT ORECA on the opening 
lap.

Glickenhaus, meanwhile, looked 
"ar more competitive in the 
early stages than they did in 
Portimao, with the #709 007 
LMH in the hands o" Richard 
Westbrook pressuring the third-
placed #36 Alpine A480-Gibson 
o" Andre Negrao. Sadly, the #708 

sister car, driven by Pipo Derani, 
reported in the pits with an early 
electrical issue.

The "irst caution o" the race came 
a!er just under 30 minutes when 
the #88 Dempsey-Proton Racing 
Porsche 911 RSR-19 o" Andrew 
Haryanto got beached in the 
gravel at the Roggia chicane.

Once that had sorted itsel" out, 
however, the race signi"icantly 
settled down once more with 
"ew signi"icant position changes 
to report. With 36 cars sharing 
the track at once, however, 
something was bound to happen 
sooner or later and that was the 
case when the #47 Cetilar Racing 

Ferrari 488 GTE Evo o" Roberto 
Lacorte spun into the wall in 
a similar "ashion to the crash 
that Sto#el Vandoorne had in 
quali"ying. Thank"ully, he was 
able to continue on his own 
and no sa"ety car was needed.

Major drama, however, did 
soon "ollow therea!er when 
Brendon Hartley slowed down 
on his outlap a!er taking over 
the #8 Toyota "rom Sebastien 
Buemi. The car was wheeled 
into the garage, but was 
soon brought back out again 
as Toyota reported a loss o" 
power that was solved with a 
power cycle. It did the damage 
however, as it dropped "ar 

behind the other cars in class. 
As a result, the #36 Alpine was 
promoted to second and the 
#708 Glickenhaus moved up to 
third.

Hartley’s troubles, however, 
were "ar "rom over. A "ew 
moments later, the Kiwi 
seemingly had some sort o" 
brake "ailure into Turn 1, very 
nearly wiping out the #98 
NorthWest AMR Aston Martin 
Vantage, skipping along the 
grass to avoid it. A!er a very 
slow lap back to the pits, the 
car was reeled into the garage 
as its victory hopes "aded 
"urther and "urther away.

RACE REPORT

The #7 
Toyota was 
simply rapid

DAVEY EUWEMA
SPORTSCAR EDITOR

KEY RACE MOMENTS

TOYOTA CONQUERS AT 
THE TEMPLE OF SPEED

Racing Team 
Nederland took 
the Pro-Am win



While all this was going on, 
Team WRT had managed 
to regain the lead in LMP2, 
with Ferdinand Habsburg 
now leading "rom Filipe 
Albuquerque. Elsewhere, with 
two hours o" racing completed, 
Neel Jani led "or Porsche in GTE 
Pro ahead o" Ferrari’s James 
Calado and Daniel Serra, and 
Ben Keating led GTE Am in 
the #33 TF Sport Aston Martin 
Vantage AMR.

Keating’s time at the "ront 
would not last much longer, as 
he su#ered a spectacular "ront 
le! puncture on his in-lap. A 
"lat spotted tyre exploded, 
scattering bodywork all over 
the track and bringing out the 
sa"ety car.

The battle in GTE Pro, 
meanwhile, remained 
extremely close. Calado had 
earlier managed to make his 
way past Jani and into the 
class lead, but when the two 
cars came in together and 
AF Corse’s stop was slightly 
slower than Porsche’s, Jani was 
able to regain the lead in class. 
A similar situation took place 
in LMP2, where a slower stop 
"or Team WRT allowed United 
Autosports’ Filipe Albuquerque 
to take the class lead back 
"rom the Belgian squad.

Elsewhere in LMP2, a 
potentially very signi"icant 
development in the standings 
un"olded as the championship 
leading #38 JOTA ORECA was 
wheeled into the pits with 

an electrical issue, needing 
a lengthy time in the pits "or 
repairs.

While the #7 Toyota continued 
to lead in the hands o" Jose 
Maria Lopez, the battle "or 
second place really heated up 
again. Matthieu Vaxiviere, in 
the #36 Alpine, had his mirrors 
"ull o" the #709 Glickenhaus 
o" compatriot Franck Mailleux. 
Mailleux laid the pressure on 
hard but Vaxiviere resisted 
be"ore eventually pitting, 
handing over to Nicolas 
Lapierre.

With two hours to go, the 
drama in Hypercar then 
suddenly kicked into a high 
gear when the leading #7 
Toyota o" Kamui Kobayashi 
came to a halt on the track, 
although it was able to 
continue a!er a power cycle. 
This promoted the #709 
Glickenhaus o" Romain Dumas 
to the lead, but any premature 
hopes o" an upset were ended 
shortly therea!er when Dumas 
was wheeled into the garage to 
have the "ront brakes replaced.

To complete the chaos, 
Kobayashi then had to pit o# 
sequence with a puncture. The 
result was that the #36 Alpine, 
now in the hands o" Nicolas 
Lapierre, captured the lead o" 
the race with Kobayashi behind 
in second place, although the 
pair soon switched places 
again when Lapierre made a 
scheduled stop.

And so the race entered its 
"inal hour with Kobayashi 
leading "rom Vaxiviere. The 
Japanese driver eventually 
pitted to hand over to Mike 
Conway, while Vaxiviere also 
made his "inal stop. Suddenly, 
the question became whether 
or not the Toyota could make 
it to the end on "uel. Vaxiviere 
started pushing in the hope o" 
closing the gap and taking the 
win, but Toyota was ultimately 
saved when race control threw 

a "ull course caution "or a 
loose kerb, which allowed 
Conway to pit and maintain his 
lead.

Thus, Conway, Kobayashi and 
Jose Maria Lopez took their 
"irst race win o" the season in 
the #7 Toyota GR010 Hybrid, 
ahead o" the #36 Alpine 
A480-Gibson o" Vaxiviere, 
Nicolas Lapierre and Andre 
Negrao in second place. The 
overall podium was ultimately 
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JOTA were dealt a 
big blow to their 
title challenge

Glickenhaus 
showed real 

pace

A race to forget 
for Buemi and 
Hartley
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o" Gianmaria Bruni and Richard 
Lietz.

A!er starting at the back o" the 
grid, AF Corse got the maximum 
result as the #83 Ferrari 488 GTE 
Evo o" Francois Perrodo, Nicklas 
Nielsen and Alessio Rovera took 
the win. The battle "or second 
and third place was decided on 
the very last lap, as Augusto 
Far"us secured second "or the 
#98 NorthWest AMR Aston Martin 
Vantage AMR by surpassing the 
#777 D’Station Racing Aston 
Martin driven by Tomonobu Fujii.

Far"us, Paul Dalla Lana and 
Marcos Gomes went on to take 
third, with Fujii, Satoshi Hoshino 
and Andrew Watson completing 
the podium in third place.

Alpine pushed 
hard but had to 
settle for 2nd

Estre and Jani took win number two

completed by the #22 United 
Autosports ORECA 07-Gibson, 
as the LMP2 winning trio o" 
Filipe Albuquerque, Fabio 
Scherer and Phil Hanson 
"inished third overall.

Behind them, and third 
in Hypercar thus earning 
their "irst podium, was the 
#709 Glickenhaus 007 
LMH o" Romain Dumas, 
Franck Mailleux and Richard 
Westbrook. The #8 Toyota 
o" Sebastien Buemi, Kazuki 
Nakajima and Brendon Hartley 
made it to the chequered "lag, 
while the #708 Glickenhaus 
was retired.

Behind LMP2 winners United 
Autosports, the #31 Team WRT 

ORECA 07-Gibson o" Robin 
Frijns, Ferdinand Habsburg and 
Charles Milesi "inished second 
in class, while Racing Team 
Nederland’s #29 ORECA driven 
by Frits van Eerd, Nyck de Vries 
and Paul-Loup Chatin "inished 
third in class, winning LMP2 
Pro/Am.

Porsche saw its victory in 
GTE Pro secured when the 
#51 Ferrari 488 GTE Evo o" 
Alessandro Pier Guidi and 
James Calado had to make a 
late splash "or "uel, meaning 
Kevin Estre and Neel Jani 
picked up their second win 
o" the season. Pier Guidi and 
Calado made it home in second 
place, with the podium in class 
completed by the #91 Porsche 
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WINNERS SHOT
M. CONWAY / K. KOBAYASHI / J. LOPEZ

501���
# Drivers $MBTT

1  Mike Conway / Kamui Kobayashi / Jose Maria Lopez HYPERCAR Leader 

2  Andre Negrao / Nicolas Lapierre / Matthieu Vaxiviere HYPERCAR 1’00.908

3  Philip Hanson / Fabio Scherer / Filipe Albuquerque LMP2 Leader 

4  Romain Dumas / Franck Mailleux / Richard Westbrook HYPERCAR 4 Laps

5  Robin Frijns / Ferdinand Habsburg / Charles Milesi LMP2 4 Laps

6  Frits van Eerd / Paul-Loup Chatin / Nyck de Vries LMP2 4 Laps

7  Jakub Smiechowski / Renger van der Zande / Alex Brundle LMP2 4 Laps 

8  Sean Gelael / Sto#el Vandoorne / Tom Blomqvist LMP2 5 Laps

9  Henrik Hedman / Juan Pablo Montoya / Ben Hanley LMP2 5 Laps

10  Esteban Garcia / Loic Duval / Norman Nato LMP2 5 Laps 

11  Tatiana Calderon / Sophia Flörsch LMP2 6 Laps

12  Jan Magnussen / Anders Fjordbach / Dennis Andersen LMP2 6 Laps 

13  Ryan Cullen / Oliver Jarvis / Felipe Nasr LMP2 6 Laps 

14  Miro Konopka / Oliver Webb / Matej Konopka LMP2 6 Laps 

15  Kevin Estre / Neel Jani LMGTE PRO  Leader

16  Alessandro Pier Guidi / James Calado LMGTE PRO 14 Laps

17  Gianmaria Bruni / Richard Lietz LMGTE PRO 14 Laps

18  Daniel Serra / Miguel Molina LMGTE PRO 14 Laps

19  François Perrodo / Nicklas Nielsen / Alessio Rovera LMGTE AM  Leader

20  Paul Dalla Lana / Augusto Far"us / Marcos Gomes LMGTE AM 17 Laps

21  Satoshi Hoshino / Tomonobu Fujii / Andrew Watson LMGTE AM 17 Laps

22  Egidio Per"etti / Matteo Cairoli / Riccardo Pera LMGTE AM 17 Laps

23  Christian Ried / Jaxon Evans / Matt Campbell LMGTE AM  17 Laps

24  Andrew Haryanto / Marco See"ried / Alessio Picariello LMGTE AM 18 Laps

25  Thomas Flohr / Francesco Castellacci / Giancarlo Fisichella LMGTE AM 18 Laps
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THIIM TO REPLACE FARFUS IN NORTH-
WEST AMR LE MANS LINE-UP
Nicki Thiim, the 2020 FIA World 
Endurance Championship GTE 
Pro winner, has been inserted 
into NorthWest AMR’s line-up 
for the 24 Hours of Le Mans in 
place of Augusto Farfus.

Thiim will be partnering Paul 
Dalla Lana and Marcos Gomes 
aboard the team’s #98 Aston 
Martin Vantage AMR. The Dane 
will return to the cockpit of 
Aston Martin’s GTE challenger 
for the !rst time since the end 
of 2020, when he and team-
mate Sorensen were crowned 
world champions.

“I am so happy to be coming 
back to one of the greatest 
endurance races in the world 
with Aston Martin, and as 
always it’s an honour to 
represent such a special brand 
in the big events,” said Thiim. “I 
have to say thank you to Paul 
for inviting me to be a part of 
his NorthWest AMR team, and 
for giving us a real chance 
to !ght for victory in this 
year’s race. The Vantage is an 

amazing car to race at Le Mans 
and with Paul and Marcos we 
have a team that can be right in 
the mix.”

Thiim made his !rst of seven Le 
Mans starts to date in GTE Am, 
which he won on his debut in 
2014.

“When it became clear that 
[regular WEC team-mate] 
Augusto Farfus was not 
available for the race, Nicki was 
the obvious replacement,” said 
Dalla Lana. “Between Nicki and 
Marcos we have an incredibly 
strong line-up. “The Vantage is 
a proven quantity at Le Mans, 
and in the NorthWest AMR 
team we have built a tight unit 
of dedicated individuals, many 
of whom have won this race 
before and know exactly how to 
get the job done. This feels like 
a really good shot at the race, 
and I’m super excited to get 
down to business at Le Mans.”

PEUGEOT UNSURE OVER 2022 LE MANS ENTRY
Peugeot is currently unsure if 
it will be able compete in the 
2022 24 Hours of Le Mans with 
its new 9X8 Le Mans Hypercar. 
During a launch event for the 
car for selected media at the 
FIA WEC round at Monza, the 
French manufacturer clari!ed 
that it is not yet committing to 
a debut date in 2022 until the 
car has completed su"cient 
on-track testing.

Olivier Jansonnie, Peugeot’s 
Technical Director for its WEC 
programme, explained to 
Motorsport Monday that the 
team is not willing to go to Le 
Mans prematurely if the car is 
not su"ciently developed.

“Obviously, there is an interest 
from us to try to go to Le 
Mans as soon as possible,” 
he said. “We also need to go 
there with a lot of maturity of 

all that is su"cient to help us 
with gathering information. 
There’s no point going there 
and running for three hours 
and pulling the garage door. We 
need to be really con!dent that 
we can be in a su"cient, good 
reliability condition to drive.”

The testing programme with 
the 9X8 will start in December. 
Jansonnie says the debut date 
will be determined a#er the 
tests. He also underlined that 
the target for Peugeot remains 
to race in the WEC in 2022, but 
would not go into details as to 
which races it would commit 
to, while also hinting that 
Peugeot’s factory e$ort for the 
2022 season would not be a 
full-time one.

“It does, it won’t be justly,” he 
said. “I don’t think the !rst 
test in December will give us 

the answer on that. I’ll think 
we’ll have [to see] how the car 
progresses in testing in spring 
time, but generally, that’s it. 
The results on track will tell us 
when we can enter the WEC. 
The target is de!nitely with no 
change to run in the WEC in 
2022, most likely doing a few 
races [in the year].”

The charismatic Dane 
is back at Le Mans 

Will we see Peugeot at Le 
Mans next year? Time will tell



60 cars are featured on the 
provisional entry list for the 
2021 TotalEnergies 24 Hours 
of Spa-Francorchamps entry 
list, with nearly half the !eld 
(26 cars) entered into the 
Pro category.

Scott Andrews has been 
brought in to complete 
Kessel Racing’s line-up for 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 
Andrews, who raced for 
the team at Portimao, will 
partner Mikkel Jensen and 
Takeshi Kimura aboard the 
#57 Ferrari 488 GTE Evo.

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS SORENSEN, TAYLOR COMPLETE HIGH 
CLASS RACING LE MANS LINE-UP

High Class Racing has 
con!rmed the line-up for its 
second car entered into the 24 
Hours of Le Mans, featuring 
Marco Sorensen and Ricky 
Taylor. Sorensen and Taylor will 
partner team regular Dennis 
Andersen aboard the #20 
ORECA 07-Gibson. 

The Danish squad is entering 
a pair of cars into the French 
endurance classic, with the 
sister car set to be driven by 
father-son duo Kevin and Jan 
Magnussen, alongside Anders 
Fjordbach.

Sorensen, notably, will make 
his !rst start at Le Mans in 
a non-Aston Martin GTE car. 
The 2020 GTE Pro world 
champion has six consecutive 
Le Mans start to his name, all 
of which have been in the GTE 
Pro category with the British 
manufacturer. The Dane has 
not featured in the FIA World 
Endurance Championship this 
season a#er Aston Martin’s 
factory GTE Pro e$ort was shut 
down at the end of 2020.

All but one of the drivers 
employed by Aston Martin at 
the 2020 edition of the race 
have found seats elsewhere for 
this year’s edition of the French 
classic. Winners Maxime Martin 
and Alex Lynn have signed up 
with HubAuto Corsa’s GTE Pro 
e$ort and United Autosports’ 
LMP2 team respectively, while 
Richard Westbrook will likely 
be involved with Scuderia 
Cameron Glickenhaus for its 
two-car Hypercar e$ort. Nicki 
Thiim, Sorensen’s former team-
mate, was con!rmed to be part 
of NorthWest AMR’s GTE Am 
line-up.

Taylor, meanwhile, will make 
his seventh start at Le Mans. 
The Rolex 24 winner last raced 
at Le Mans in 2019 as part of 
the Jackie Chan DC Racing 
operation, but has previously 
also raced for Corvette Racing.

HAUPT TO MAKE ONE-OFF DTM START AT THE NÜRBURGRING
HRT boss Hubert Haupt will be 
making his !rst DTM start in 
20 years, having signed to race 
in a one-o$ appearance in the 
Nürburgring round on August 
20-22. Haupt, 52, will be 
piloting a Mercedes-AMG GT3 
Evo entered by his own team, 
racing alongside team regulars 
Vincent Abril and Maxi Götz. 

Haupt !rst raced in the DTM 
in the early 1990s as an Audi 
factory driver, racking up 
25 starts with a best !nish 
of third. Then, in 2001, he 
returned for a season with 
Opel before transitioning into 
GT racing, founding his own 
Haupt Racing Team out!t in 
2020.

“This is another dream come 
true for me. First my own 

team, participating in DTM, 
and now I am back behind the 
wheel in this series of which I 
have so many memories. As a 
racer, you can hardly imagine 
anything better,” Haupt said. 
“From a sporting point of view, 
the opportunity to test myself 
in this strong environment 
with young professionals is 
obviously appealing. We are 
well prepared and I believe 
that we can get a good result.”

Frederic Elsner, ITR’s director 
of events and operations, 
praised Haupt for his decision 
to make the return to a DTM 
cockpit a#er two decades of 
absence.

“It is impressive that Hubert 
Haupt is participating as 
a driver in all three eras of 

the DTM. His comeback, in 
combination with the return 
of a prominent partner, is a 
really valuable addition and 
underlines the DTM’s appeal.”

High Class Racing is starting to look like 
a strong bet for the LMP2 win at Le Mans

A remarkable return 
to action for Haupt
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A!er heavy rain and lightning 

partially delayed the second 
practice session at Lime Rock 
Park "or the IMSA WeatherTech 
Sportscar Championship’s 
Northeast Grand Prix, the grass 
run o#s and surroundings were 
wet and soggy. The track sur"ace 
itsel", though, had mostly dried 
out, with the cars back on slick 
Michelins "or the quali"ying 
session.

At 5:15 local time, the "irst o" two 
sessions, which would set the grid 
positions "or the GTD class, got 
under way. Once drivers had got 
the tyres had warmed up on the 
short 1.473 mile circuit, 20-year-
old Roman De Angelis, driving the 
#23 Heart o" Racing Aston Martin 
Vantage GT3, set the pace with a 
0m 51.729s.

However, soon a!er this, the 
young Canadian came rolling 
down the pitlane and stopped in 
the Heart o" Racing Team’s box. 
With IMSA regulations stating that 
the team cannot touch the car 
during an active session, it wasn’t 
clear what the plan was. Had De 
Angelis stopped to cool o# his 
tyres in preparation "or another 
run, should anyone go "aster? Or 
did he have a problem?

Nevertheless, the action continued 
on the track, with Aaron Telitz 
slotting into second "or #14 
Vasser Sullivan Lexus RC F GT3, 
just 0.045s o# De Angelis, and 
#39 CarBahn with Peregrine 
Racing Audi R8 LMS GT3’s Richard 
Heistand in third, a "urther 0.010s 
o# Telitz.

Mid-way into the session, 13th-
and-last placed John Potter in 
the #44 Magnus with Arcangel 
Acura NSX GT3 brie"ly went o# 
track at Turn 3. Un"ortunately "or 
the American, the patch o" grass 
on the outside o" the corner had 
absorbed a lot o" water during 
the earlier rain"all, but he was 
able to keep the car moving and 
got back on track without too 
much trouble.

With no "aster times coming 
"or anyone, the session ended 
with De Angelis scoring his and 
Heart o" Racing’s "irst IMSA pole 
position.

“Our results have been very 
good,” the Canadian said. “In the 
last seven or eight races, we’ve 
been in the top "ive every race 

with a hand"ul o" podiums. One 
o" the "ew things we didn’t check 
o# was a pole, so that was also 
super important.”

Telitz "inished second "or Vasser 
Sullivan, with Heistand in third 
"or CarBahn with Peregrine 
Racing. In "ourth, two-tenths 
o# De Angelis was Frankie 
Montecalvo in the sister #15 
Vasser Sullivan Lexus RC F GT3, 
with Brian Sellers "i!h in the 
"irst o" the Lamborghini Huracan 
GT3s. Following the #1 Paul 
Miller Racing car was the #9 
P"a# Motorsports Zach Robichon 
car in sixth, which was the 
session’s quickest Porsche 911 
GT3 R.

Shortly a!er the GTD cars 
returned to the pitlane, they 

were going out again, albeit 
with the higher-rated drivers at 
the wheel, "or the points-paying 
session. The GTLM cars got out 
there quickly once the session 
went green, keen to beat the 
tra$c and get ahead o" the 
slower GTD cars. Once the tyres 
had warmed up, the Corvettes, 
driven by Tommy Milner in the 
#4 C8.R and Jordan Taylor in 
the #3, started to show a slight 
lap time advantage over Cooper 
MacNeil in the #79 WeatherTech 
Racing Porsche.

However, MacNeil’s day was 
about to get worse. Much like 
Potter had done in the earlier 
session, he spun going into 
Turn 3 with a kick o" oversteer. 
However, unlike Potter, he was 
unable to keep the car going 

CORVETTE DOUBLE AS 
PORSCHE FALTERS

QUALIFYING REPORT

Pole for 
Corvette

Jordan Taylor takes pole 
!or Corvette

Tommy Milner makes it 
a !ront row lock out in 
GTLM

Roman De Angelis 
takes his !irst GTD pole 
position

Spins on the wet grass 
bring out a brie! red !lag
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in the right direction, instead 
stopping on the sodden, muddy, 
marsh-like grass. From there, 
no matter how hard he put his 
"oot down, the car’s rear wheels 
struggled to gain any traction 
on the slippery grass. But, over 
a period o" a minute or so, and 
so expertly de! driving, MacNeil 
was able to slowly get enough 
traction to pull away and get 
back on track.

However, luck wasn’t on 
MacNeil’s side. Moments be"ore 
he "inally got "ree o" the wet 
grass and returned to the track, 
the o$cials brought out the red 
"lag, meaning despite the "act 
the danger had now passed, 
every car had to return to the 
pits. 

Due to IMSA rules, this also 
meant MacNeil lost his "astest 
lap, a 0m 50.340s, which put 
him behind the two Corvettes. 
Once the session had gone 

green again, a!er a (very) 
brie" stay in the pits, MacNeil 
went back on track to try and 
go "aster. But he wasn’t able 
to, setting a 0m 50.833s, nine 
tenths o# Taylor.

The GTLM grid order "inished 
with Taylor "astest in the #3 
Corvette C8.R on a 0m 49.958s 
- the only car to lap the track in 
under 50 seconds, across both 
sessions – Milner was a tenth 
and hal" behind in the sister 
#4 Corvette C8.R. Then came 
MacNeil, on his a"orementioned 
0m 50.833s a!er his previous 
time was deleted "or causing 
the red "lag.

“It was a lot o" experimenting,” 
Taylor said a!er the session. 
“Brake points were di#erent, 
carrying speed through (Turns) 
6 and 7. I had two pretty 
big moments just because I 
thought I could carry a lot more 
speed than I could. It was good 

to have that in my pocket "or 
tomorrow to know where the 
limits are.

“Antonio started on new 
tires this morning. I got in on 
older tyres. The a!ernoon 
session was damp, so I drove 
on rain tires and then in the 
intermediate conditions on 
slicks. Everyone in GTLM was 
"iguring it out on new tires 
in the dry (in quali"ying). We 
weren’t here last year, so it was 
a lot to learn.”

Meanwhile, in the GTD points-
paying session, "ormer IndyCar 
driver and current #14 Vasser 
Sullivan Lexus RC F GT3 driver 
Jack Hawksworth shot to the 
top o" the times, with Mario 
Farnbacher second "or #76 
Compass Racing Acura NSX 
GT3, and Franck Perera third 
in the #19 GRT Grasser Racing 
Team Lamborghini Huracan 
GT3.

NORTHEAST GRAND PRIX AT LIME ROCK PARK
QUALIFYING REPORT

Double delight for Corvette 
at Lime Rock Park

https://MotorsportWeek.com
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Lime Rock Park is an incredibly 
picturesque track, situated 

near Lakeville, Connecticut. 
And because o" a longstanding 
statute which says there can be 
no racing on Sundays or a!er 6 
PM, the Northeast Grand Prix had 
to be held early in order "or the 
sound o" noisy racing cars to be 
dulled by the time evening rolled 
around.

Jordan Taylor in the #3 Corvette 
C8.R got a strong start "rom 
pole, keeping team-mate Tommy 
Milner at bay. In GTD, Roman de 
Angelis in the #23 stayed ahead 
o" Aaron Telitz in the #14 Vasser 

Sullivan Lexus RC F GT3 going 
into Big Bend "or the "irst time.

However, at the back o" the "ield, 
the #44 Acura NSX GT3, run by 
Magnus with Arcangel with John 
Potter behind the wheel, had 
to take an early drive through 
penalty on lap 1, "or improper 
starting tyres. 

The team had changed tyres 
"rom quali"ying, which typically 
dictates that the car has to start 
"rom the back, which is where 
Potter quali"ied anyway. But, 
crucially, the team had not "iled 
the correct piece o" paper to let 

the race o$cials know, so they 
had to take a drive through, 
dropping them a long way o# 
the back o" the pack.

Up "ront, Taylor and Milner had 
already begun to pull away 
"rom Cooper MacNeil, with a 
gap around "our and a hal" 
seconds on lap "ive. The two 
Chevrolet-powered cars were 
stuck together like glue, with 
Milner saving "uel where he 
could by being in Taylor’s dra! 
down the Sam Posey straight.

The top three in GTD had run 
away "rom 4th placed Frankie 

Montecalvo in the #14 Vasser 
Sullivan Lexus RC F GT3. The 
New Jerseyan had #1 Paul Miller 
Racing’s Madison Snow all 
over him, with Zach Robichon, 
behind the wheel o" the #9 
P"a# Motorsports Porsche 911 
GT3 R, and Robby Foley in the 
#96 Turner Motorsport BMW 
M6 GT3, not "ar behind either.

On lap 20, Montecalvo "inally 
succumbed to the pressure 
"rom Snow, running deep at 
the chicane and getting all 
out o" shape. Not only did this 
allow Snow past, but Robichon 
was able to jump both Snow 

CORVETTE TAKES WIN IN 
WEATHER-SHORTENED RACE
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It was a small 16-car %eld
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Corvette takes 1-2 with 
Taylor and Milner the 
stars

Jaminet sets !astest laps 
!or Porsche but can’t 
overhaul Corvette

Heart o! Racing Aston 
Martin wins !rom pole in 
untroubled race

Northeast Grand Prix 
cut short by weather
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Pole to victory for the #3 Corvette



and Montecalvo, while Foley 
got ahead o" Montecalvo as 
well. This mistake demoted 
Montecalvo "rom "ourth to 
seventh, with the order in GTD 
now being Roman De Angelis, 
Aaron Telitz, Richard Heistand, 
Robichoin, Snow, Foley and 
Montecalvo.

With the "aster lap pace o" the 
three GTLM cars, it wasn’t long 
be"ore they started lapping the 
GTDs. With Lime Rock being 
such a narrow track, passing is 
di$cult, so the Corvettes and 
the Porsche had to pick their 
way through care"ully. And that 
they did, although MacNeil lost 
more time being cautious, and 
was now 15 seconds behind 
Taylor, who was still leading 
the race by a margin o" around 
a second and a hal" "rom 
Milner.

Taylor subsequently extended 
his lead to 2 seconds in the 
next 10 laps. Meanwhile, De 
Angelis led GTD by 1.6 seconds 
over Telitz, with Heistand a 
"urther seven-tenths back. 
Robichon, meanwhile, a!er 
clearing Montecalvo and Snow, 
had started closing in on third-
placed Heistand.

On lap 41, MacNeil pitted, 
having lost the Corvettes by 
almost 40 seconds. His co-
driver Mathieu Jaminet climbed 
into the #79 Porsche, and 
once WeatherTech Racing’s 
mechanics "illed the "uel tank 
and "itted brand new tyres, the 
rapid Frenchman went on his 

way with one objective: catch 
the Corvettes!

Over the next two laps, the 
Corvettes also pitted "or "uel 
and tyres, although they did 
not change drivers, with Taylor 
and Milner staying in. Jaminet 
immediately set the "astest 
lap as soon as his tyres had 
warmed up.

A "ew laps a!er the three 
GTLMs stopped, and the GTD 
pitstops started. So quick was 
the Paul Miller Racing stop, 
Snow was now "ighting Ross 
Gunn "or the lead o" the class. 
But the experienced Gunn 
was able to "end o# the young 
American, and once the Briton 
had got bedded in, he quickly 
began to gap the Lamborghini 
driver.

Meanwhile, Jaminet was still 
catching Milner and Taylor, with 
the gap now standing at 30 
seconds. Taylor was also slowly 
pulling away "rom Milner, with 
a three second gap between 
the two Corvettes as they 
approached Gunn and Snow to 
lap them again.

Once Gunn had pulled away 
"rom Snow, Jack Hawksworth, 
who had got on board the #14 
Vasser Sullivan Lexus RC F 
GT3 at the pitstop, was now 
harrying Snow "or second.

However, all was not well in 
the sky. Taylor had reported 
rain spots on the windscreen 
o" the #3 Corvette, and it may 

have been this that prompted 
the Corvettes to pit to change 
drivers on lap 91 and lap 
92. Antonio Garcia climbed 
onboard the #3 Corvette, 
while Brit Nick Tandy got into 
the #4, replacing Nick Tandy. 
Jaminet also pitted, but since 
WeatherTech Racing had 
swapped drivers earlier in the 
race, a driver change wasn’t 
necessary.

Due to being in the car longer, 

Jaminet caught Tandy by 
around "ive seconds as the 
Brit settled in, meaning the 
gap between second and third 
in GTLM was down to nine 
seconds.

Although the track stayed 
dry, minus a "ew spots o" rain, 
the surrounding area wasn’t 
so lucky, with heavy rain 
and lightning in the vicinity. 
Similarly to the second practice 
session the previous day, and 

in accordance with IMSA’s 
sa"ety procedures, the race 
was red "lagged with just 
over an hour to go. A!er 40 
minutes o" the red "lag, it was 
con"irmed the race would not 
be restarted.

It ended with the #3 Corvette 
C8.R o" Jordan Taylor and 
Antonio Garcia taking the 
win, 18 seconds ahead o" Nick 
Tandy and Tommy Milner in the 
sister #4 Corvette. The #79 

NORTHEAST GRAND PRIX AT LIME ROCK PARK
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Aston Martin 
won the GTD 
class 



WeatherTech Racing Porsche 
911 RSR o" Cooper MacNeil 
"inished third, nine seconds 
behind the #4 and 27 behind 
#3.

“It is what it is,” Garcia said. 
“We had a ton o" "ans out here 
today, and sa"ety comes "irst. 
This time we were lucky in that 
we were leading when the red 
"lag came. For sure, you need 
to be up there in that position 
to bene"it "rom the conditions.”

In GTD, Roman De Angelis and 
Ross Gunn in the #23 Heart o" 
Racing Aston Martin Vantage 
GT3 led "rom pole to win, 
de"ending "rom Madison Snow 
in the #1 Paul Miller Racing 
Lamborghini Huracan GT3.

“We de"initely knew the 
weather was coming,” De 
Angelis said. “Sitting on the 
pit box, we were all "eeling 
a little light drizzle coming. 
We were de"initely expecting 
something to change with the 
track conditions. Obviously, 
[Gunn] saw the splashes on 
the windshield, but we couldn’t 
really tell what was going to 
happen with the lightning. 
Once it started, in a way we 
hoped the lightning would 
come in a time that would 
allow us to not have to go out 
again.”

NORTHEAST GRAND PRIX AT LIME ROCK PARK
RACE REPORT

The 
winning 
Corvette #3

GTD winners Ross Gunn and Roman De Angelis



NORTHEAST GRAND PRIX AT LIME ROCK PARK
RACE RESULT

WINNERS SHOT
JORDAN TAYLOR AND ANTONIO GARCIA

OVERALL RESULT
Pos Class Drivers Chassis Laps

1 GTLM  Antonio Garcia / Jordan Taylor Corvette C8.R –

2 GTLM  Tommy Milner / Nick Tandy Corvette C8.R 18.134

3 GTLM  Cooper MacNeil / Mathieu Jaminet Porsche 911 RSR – 19 27.793

4 GTD  Roman De Angelis / Ross Gunn Aston Martin Vantage 
GT3 2 laps

5 GTD  Bryan Sellers / Madison Snow Lamborghini Huracan 
GT3 2 laps

6 GTD  Aaron Telitz / Jack Hawksworth Lexus RC F GT3 2 laps

7 GTD  Zacharie Robichon / Laurens Vanthoor Porsche 911 GT3 R 2 laps

8 GTD  Bill Auberlen / Robby Foley BMW M6 GT3 2 laps

9 GTD  Richard Heistand / Je# Westphal Audi R8 LMS GT3 3 laps

10 GTD  Mikhail Goikhberg / Franck Perera Lamborghini Huracan 
GT3 3 laps

11 GTD  Trent Hindman / Patrick Long Porsche 911 GT3 R 3 laps

12 GTD Je# Kingsley / Mario Farnbacher Acura NSX GT3 3 laps

13 GTD  Frankie Montecalvo / Zach Veach Lexus RC F GT3 3 laps

14 GTD  Till Bechtolsheimer / Marc Miller Acura NSX GT3 3 laps

15 GTD  Rob Ferriol / Katherine Legge Porsche 911 GT3 R 4 laps

16 GTD  John Potter / Andy Lally Acura NSX GT3 5 laps



 

TOP        SHOT

Toyota leads the 6 Hours o! 
Monza !rom pole as the 

!ield navigates the 
tricky !irst chicane
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A!er the Busch brothers "in-

ished "irst and second at 
Atlanta Motor Speedway a week 
earlier, Kyle Busch "ollowed his 
runner-up "inish to older broth-
er Kurt Busch with the pole "or 
Sunday’s Foxwoods Resort Casino 
301 at New Hampshire Motor 
Speedway.

“New Hampshire has been a 
pretty decent place "or us over 
the years, so we are looking "or-
ward to taking our green lightning 
Interstate Batteries Camry back 
there and go "or another win,” 
Busch said. “The last "ew years, 
it’s been really hard to pass there. 
Last year, I think I ran three laps 
and, boom, went home. I had a tire 
"ailure. It’s been two years since 

I’ve run a "ull race there. Typically, 
we do run well there. We’ve got 
a strong package "or there. It’s a 
750-horsepower package race. 
It’s a mile race. It’s kind o" what 
Phoenix is, so we need to kind o" 
get a good baseline "or what we 
need at the end o" the year.”

While NASCAR’s "ormula "or set-
ting race starting grids that uses 
the owner points standings and 
previous race results and "astest 
lap put Atlanta race winner Kurt 
Busch in row two in the "ourth 
starting spot, it put Martin Truex 
Jr. in second to join Kyle Busch up 
"ront "or an all-Joe Gibbs Racing 
"ront row.

“I’ve been going there a long 

KYLE BUSCH ON POLE 
AT NEW HAMPSHIRE

QUALIFYING REPORT

time,” Truex said. “It’s the 
"irst big track I ever raced on 
– the "irst Cup Series track I 
ever raced on. I have a lot o" 
memories there. I really enjoy 
the area, obviously, and that 
place was really a big part o" 
me getting the opportunity to 
move down south and race in 
the Busch Series back in the 
day. I haven’t been able to win 
there, yet, but we’ve been close 
a bunch o" times, and hope-
"ully, we can get it done this 
weekend.”

Reigning NASCAR Cup Series 
champion Chase Elliott started 
third to share row two o" the 
starting grid with Kurt Busch.

New Hampshire has been a re-
ally hit-or-miss place "or us; 
it’s just a di#erent track,” Elliott 
said. “It takes a di#erent driv-
ing style, I "eel like, than some 

o" the other places. I look at 
Loudon at being more o" its 
own animal. We’ve had a cou-
ple solid runs there, but never 
a dominating per"ormance. It 
hasn’t been my best place, I 
don’t "eel like, personally.”

Alex Bowman and a third JGR 
driver, Denny Hamlin, the se-
ries points leader, started 
Sunday’s race on row three in 
the "i!h and sixth positions. All 
"our Gibbs drivers were within 
the top 10 "or the start o" the 
race. The "ourth team driver, 
Christopher Bell, lined up ninth 
on the grid.

Ford has been the winning 

manu"acturer o" late  at NHMS, 
winning the three most recent 
races there, heading into the 
2021 Foxwoods 301, but the 
highest starting Ford driver 
Sunday was Ryan Blaney in 
seventh. Blaney was the only 
Ford driver in the top 10 "or the 
green "lag Sunday. Other top-10 
starters included Tyler Reddick 
in eighth and series wins leader 
Kyle Larson in 10th.

AMANDA VINCENT
U.S. EDITOR

A!er a 1-2 $nish at Atlanta, Kyle Busch [right] 
starts on the pole and Kurt Busch [le!] in 
row two at New Hampshire Motor Speedway

Martin Truex Jr. starts the Foxwoods 
Resort Casino 301 next to 
teammate Kyle Busch on front row
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As darkness descended on New 

Hampshire Motor Speedway 
on Sunday evening, NASCAR 
called "or the checkered "lag eight 
laps earlier than the 301-sched-
uled distance in the Foxwoods 
Resort Casino 301 with Aric 
Almirola as the race leader. The 
win was the third o" Almirola’s 
NASCAR Cup Series career but his 
"irst since 2018. It also was the 
"irst win o" the 2021 season "or 
the "our-car Stewart-Haas Racing 
team. Almirola’s latest win was the 
"ourth-straight at NHMS "or Ford.

“This is, by "ar, one o" my "avorite 
race tracks,” Almirola said. “I love 
coming up to the New England 
area and racing. I love this race 
track. I had this race won a couple 

years ago, and I gave it away.  I 
lost it, and I am so glad to win a 
race here with this race team. God 
is so good. We’ve been through 
so much, and I’ve just stood the 
test and kept the "aith. The team, 
everybody, they’ve just been work-
ing so hard. Smith"ield, Ford, Go 
Bowling, Pit Boss Grills, every-
body, Honeystinger, Shady Rays 
Sunglasses. There have been so 
many people that have just con-
tinued to support us through the 
crappiest year ever, and, man, 
this "eels so good "or them. My 
pit crew, they did a phenomenal 
job on pit road. All the guys that 
work on this car, they just keep 
"ighting. They just keep digging, 
bringing the best race car they 
can bring every week, and it is no 

ALMIROLA WINS SHORTENED 
NEW HAMPSHIRE RACE
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doubt, we have struggled, but 
guess what? We’re going playo# 
racing.”

NASCAR was unable to get its 
race to the scheduled distance 
at the track that lacks light-
ing because o" a lengthy red 
"lag "or rain early in the race. 
Christopher Bell "inished second 
a!er closing on Almirola as the 
leader had di%culty getting by 
lapped tra%c in the "inal 10 laps.

“I didn’t know how may laps 
they cut it short, but de"initely, 
whenever I saw the board and 
saw that we were eight laps 
short, it stings, man,” Bell said. 
“I "elt like I probably had a lit-
tle better pace than him, and I 

was able to get to him. I know 
lapped cars were giving him 
a bad time, but I was able to 
get to him. It was going to 
be a heck o" a race, but re-
ally proud o" everyone on this 

Rheel Pristine Auction Camry. 
They did really good. Everyone 
on this 20 crew – we didn’t start 
out the greatest, and then, we 
were really good, probably the 
best we were all day right there 
at the end o" the race. That’s all 
you can ask "or is to have a shot 
at it and just wish we had eight 
more laps.”

The Team Penske trio o" Brad 
Keselowski, Joey Logano and 
Ryan Blaney "inished third 
through "i!h. Logano’s top-"ive 
"inish came a!er an early-race 
two lap penalty when his crew 
were caught working on the 
#22 car during the red "lag.
Bell was the only driver not be-

hind the wheel o" a Ford to "in-
ish in the top six. Kevin Harvick 
was the sixth place "inisher 
a!er leading a race-high 66 
laps, more laps than he led in 
the "irst 21 laps o" the season, 
combined.

A!er Keselowski and Blaney 
led laps early in the "inal stage, 
Almirola took the race lead 
on 246. He soon gave up that 
lead during a cycle o" green 
"lag pit stops on lap 250. Matt 
DiBenedetto stayed out longer, 
hoping "or NASCAR to throw in 
the proverbial towel and call the 
race o%cial "or darkness be"ore 
"inally making his stop on lap 
274 and turning the lead back 
over to Almirola.

The race got o# to a messy 
start. By the time the red "lag 
waved "or rain upon the com-
pletion o" eight laps, the pre-

AMANDA VINCENT
U.S. EDITOR

Aric Almirola celebrates 
his $rst win since 2018

Kyle Busch takes the 
green &ag from the pole

Harvick leads race-high 
66 laps

Blaney and Keselowski 
take stage one and two 
wins respectively 

Race stopped early on 
!or rain delay

Kyle Busch wrecks early 
in slippy conditions

KEY RACE MOMENTS



cipitation had already resulted 
in a lap-six incident that led 
to the early-race retirement 
o" Kyle Busch and signi"i-
cant damage to the car o" Joe 
Gibbs Racing teammate Martin 
Truex Jr. Denny Hamlin, Alex 
Bowman;and Ross Chastain 
also slipped on the wet track 
but sustained less signi"icant 
damage.

“We started the race under a 
mist. It never should have gone 
green to begin with, but then, it 
kept getting worse and worse 
lap over lap,” Busch said. “The 
lap be"ore I went into [turn] 
one and it shoved the nose re-
ally bad, and I was able to keep 
it under control. It wasn’t bad 
enough. The next time I went 
down there, hell, I li!ed at the 
"lag stand – maybe a little past 
the "lag stand, don’t get too 
dramatic – and just backed it 
in. We’ve been talking about it 
"or two laps that it was raining. 
There’s no sense in saying what 
I want to say; it doesn’t do you 
any good.”

Busch started "rom the pole 
with Joe Gibbs Racing teammate 
Truex alongside on the "ront 
row, and the two were running 
"irst and second until their ear-
ly-race incident. Unlike Busch, 
Truex was able to continue a!er 
repairs.

“It’s just ice. Slicks don’t stick 
to water. I think the 18 [Busch] 
and I had it the worst, because 
we were out "ront,” Truex said 
during the rain delay. “We’re a 

hal"-a-lap ahead o" the back 
o" the "ield, so it’s the wettest 
when we get there. The lap be-
"ore I went into [turn] one and 
about did the same thing, and 
I hollered on the radio that the 
track is wet. Like wet, wet. I 
tried to back it down, and I got 
in there and it just kept going. 
I couldn’t even slow it down. At 
some point, you have to turn 
the wheel, and that’s when it 
spins out. I don’t know. I hate it 
"or Reser’s Fine Foods. We only 
have a "ew races with them and 

they have a lot o" people here. 
We were excited "or the oppor-
tunity to race here at one o" my 
"avorite tracks. Now we’re out[o" 
contention "or the win]. We’ll be 
able to get some work done on 
it, but it’s not pretty.”

Chase Elliott inherited the lead 
"or the restart o" the race, but 
on lap 62, Blaney passed him 
"or the lead and drove on to a 
stage one win on lap 75. By the 
end o" the stage, Elliott also had 
lost second to Keselowski.

The top-three drivers in stage 
one all lost positions on pit 
road during the caution that 
"ollowed the stage as Harvick 
got out o" the pits "irst "or 
the lead early in the 110-lap 
second stage. Blaney also 
lost positions on his next trip 
down pit road during a lap 
128 caution "or Quin Hou#.

Harvick continued to lead 
until he was overtaken by 
Keselowski on lap 146, one 
lap a!er the restart "rom a 

lap 139 caution "or an incident 
involving Chris Buescher and 
Darrell “Bubba” Wallace Jr. 

Keselowski continued up 
"ront to win stage two on 
lap 185. Ford drivers were 
in the top three positions at 
the end o" stage two, with 
Harvick in second and Blaney 
in third. Finishing seventh 
through 10th was Kyle Larson, 
Chastain, Bowman and 
Hamlin.

FOXWOODS CASINO 301
RACE REPORT

Christopher Bell [20] races Ryan Blaney 
[12] for the lead in the Foxwoods Resort 
Casino 301 on Sunday

Team Penske teammates 
Ryan Blaney [12] and Brad 
Keselowski [2] race for position

Christopher Bell dominated 
the Ambetter Get Vaccinated 
200 at New Hampshire Motor 
Speedway on Saturday on his 
way to his third-consecutive 
NASCAR X"inity Series win. 
The victory came at a track 
the series didn’t visit last year 
because o" the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The win was the sixth-
straight "or Joe Gibbs Racing 
at NHMS and the eighth o" the 
2021 season "or the #54 team.

Justin Allgaier "inished second, 
6.2 seconds behind Bell. Daniel 
Hemric was third, and Austin 
Cindric and Harrison Burton 
rounded out the top "ive.

Bell took the race lead "rom A.J. 
Allmendinger on the "inal lap 
o" the "irst 45-lap stage "or a 
stage one win and led most o" 
the remainder o" the 200-lap 
race, including another stage 
win on lap 90. Allmendinger 
took a brie" lead "rom Bell on a 
lap-53 restart, but Bell retook 
the lead two laps later. 

Jeb Burton started on the pole 
and ran up "ront "or the "irst 16 
laps be"ore Allmendinger took 
his "irst lead on lap 17. Aside 
"rom a lap-20 competition cau-
tion and yellow "lags that "ol-
lowed each o" the 45-lap stag-
es in the "irst hal" o" the race, 
there were only two cautions 
"or on-track incidents — "irst "or 
Riley Herbar on lap 26 and then 
"or Patrick Emerling on lap 149.

BELL DOMINATES NEW 
HAMPSHIRE

AMBETTER GET VACCINATED 200

The 23XI team 
performs a routine 
pit stop on the #23

Aric Almirola leads late 
in the Foxwoods Resort 

Casino 301 on Sunday



# Driver Manu!acturer Gap Laps Led

1  Kurt Busch Chevrolet 2:50’08.275 144

2  Kyle Busch Toyota 1.237 91

3  Martin Truex Jr. Toyota 2.347

4  Alex Bowman Chevrolet 9.041

5  Ryan Blaney Ford 13.971

6  Tyler Reddick Chevrolet 14.981

7  Chase Elliott Chevrolet 17.084 13

8  Christopher Bell Toyota 20.027

9  Matt DiBenedetto Ford 23.030

10  Brad Keselowski Ford 24.330

11  Kevin Harvick Ford 24.707

12  Austin Dillon Chevrolet 25.035

13  Denny Hamlin Toyota 27.870 2

14  Bubba Wallace Toyota 30.716

15  Chase Briscoe Ford 31.489

16  Chris Buescher Ford 31.941

17  Cole Custer Ford 33.009 1

18  Kyle Larson Chevrolet 33.288

19  Joey Logano Ford 1 Lap

20  William Byron Chevrolet 1 Lap

21  Ross Chastain Chevrolet 1 Lap

22  Corey Lajoie Chevrolet 2 Laps

23  Aric Almirola Ford 2 Laps 8

24  Erik Jones Chevrolet 2 Laps

25  Ryan Preece Chevrolet 2 Laps 1

26 Anthony Al!redo Ford 3 Laps

27  Michael McDowell Ford 4 Laps

28  Ryan Newman Ford 4 Laps

29  Justin Haley Chevrolet 5 Laps

30  B.J. McLeod Ford 6 Laps

FOXWOODS CASINO 301
RACE RESULT

WINNER’S SHOT
ARIC ALMIROLA
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CINDRIC AND BURTON MAKE CUP PLANS 
FOR 2022

Austin Cindric will drive the #2 
Team Penske Ford and Harrison 
Burton will pilot the #21 Wood 
Brother Racing Ford in the 
NASCAR Cup Series in 2022, 
following announcements from 
both race teams last week.

Both Cindric and Burton are 
competing full-time in the 
NASCAR X!nity Series in 2021, 
with Cindric also contesting Cup 
Series races part-time. Cindric 
already had been announced as 
the full-time driver of the #21 
for next season, replacing Matt 
DiBenedetto. Wood Brothers 
Racing has a technical alliance 
with Team Penske.

The change in plans for Cindric 
is a result of Brad Keselowski’s 
departure from Team Penske’s 
#2 at the end of 2021. 
Keselowski is expected to move 
to Roush Fenway Racing with 
an o"er of partial ownership.

Cindric is the reigning X!nity 

Series champion and is the 
points leader 19 races into the 
2021 season. He is in his fourth 
full-time season in the X!nity 
Series season and has 12-career 
wins, including four so far this 
year.

In six starts in the Cup Series 
this year from behind the wheel 
of the #33, a part-time entry for 
Team Penske, Cindric has a best 
!nish of 15th in his debut at the 
Daytona 500.

Burton moves to the Ford camp 
a#er racing for Toyota, !rst, 
with Kyle Busch Motorsports 
in the NASCAR Camping World 
Truck Series and then with 
Joe Gibbs Racing in the X!nity 
Series. He is in his second 
season of full-time competition 
in the X!nity Series with four-
career wins, all coming last 
season. He is !#h in the X!nity 
driver standings with six top-
!ve !nishes in the !rst 18 races.

PENSKE ‘OVERLOADED WITH OPPORTUNITY,’ STICKING WITH US 
Roger Penske, owner of 
both the IndyCar Series and 
Team Penske, says he plans 
to keep his business plans 
within the US market in the 
near future. Penske has had a 
long and illustrious career in 
motorsports, which has mostly 
revolved around the American 
open wheel scene.

There were a few seasons in 
the 1970s that saw Penske 
compete in Formula 1, however, 
and he o#en gets questioned 
if a return to the international 
sport is in his plans. Speaking 
to Sky Sports at the recent 
Goodwood Festival of Speed, 
Penske said that, for now at 
least, he is keeping his plans 
focused around IndyCar and 
other domestic opportunities.

“I think we’re overloaded with 
opportunity,” said Penske. “I 
root for the guys in Formula 
1, I know a lot of the drivers, 
but it’s a di"erent business. 

We have tried to align our car 
business, since we are racing 
it’s been a common thread 
through our company to build 
our brand, and I think we’ve 
done it primarily domestically in 
the US.”

As of early 2020, Penske 
became the owner of the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 
which has hosted eight 
Formula 1 events in the past - 
the last of which was in 2007, 
when Lewis Hamilton took his 
second ever victory over his 
McLaren team-mate Fernando 
Alonso.

Since then, there have been 
minor revisions to the 2.44-mile 
road course layout, and IndyCar 
has run the circuit a couple 
times per season in recent 
years. The circuit is still grade 
one according to the FIA, and 
would be able to host a return 
of Formula 1 if the opportunity 
arose. Penske said that hosting 

a race at the historic venue that 
he now owns would be great, 
but that it will take time before 
any deals can be arranged.

“We’ve had conversation 
with Liberty [Media, owner of 
Formula 1],” Penske continued. 
“Obviously, they’ve been 
able to put together a very 
attractive package in Miami. We 
have a Formula 1 circuit that’s 
been approved, and we’d love 
to have one. But I think it’s 
going to take time. We need to 
digest our purchase.”

Roger Penske gave the command to 
start engines at this year’s Indy 500

Cindric is currently 
enduring his !rst 

season of Cup racing



A brand-new IndyCar game 
is set to be released on 
PC, PlayStation and Xbox 
in 2023, the !rst o$cially 
licenced IndyCar game since 
2004. 

Four NASCAR Cup Series 
crew chiefs — Adam 
Stevens (#20), Jonathan 
Hassler (#21), Mike Wheeler 
(#23) and Greg Ives (#48) 
Hendrick Motorsports — 
each were !ned $10,000 for 
one improperly secured lug 
nut%a#er the Atlanta Cup 
Series race.

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS LARSON EXTENDS DEAL WITH HENDRICK 
MOTORSPORTS

Hendrick Motorsports has 
announced a contract extension 
for Kyle Larson that will keep 
the driver behind the wheel 
of the #5 Chevrolet through 
the 2023 NASCAR Cup Series 
season. Prior to the extension, 
Larson’s contract ran through 
the 2022 season.

“I feel like I’m driving for 
the best team and the best 
sponsors in the sport. To know 
that our on-track performance 
is having positive business 
in&uence o" the track is very 
important because I want to 
return the incredible support 
they’ve given me. Everyone at 
Hendrick Automotive Group 
has made me feel like part of 
their team, and it’s exciting to 
be able to represent a company 
that loves racing like I do. I feel 
like we’re just scratching the 
surface of what’s possible.”

Team owner Rick Hendrick’s 
business,%HendrickCars.com, 
will be Larson’s primary sponsor 
for 35 of the 36 points-paying 
races for both 2022 and 2023.

Larson is in his !rst season as 
driver of the #5 Hendrick entry 

and is in his best-career season 
in the Cup Series, to date. He 
leads the series with four wins 
and is second in points to 
Denny Hamlin a#er 21 races.

“It’s been a big year for Kyle,” 
Hendrick said. “His talent inside 
the race car has been on full 
display, and he’s doing amazing 
things through his foundation 
and with our partners. I’m 
proud of his hard work and look 
forward to having him on our 
team for many years to come.”

Prior to joining HMS, Larson 
had spent his entire Cup career, 
that began with four races in 
2013 before going full-time the 
following season, with Chip 
Ganassi Racing.

A#er 223 starts, Larson was 
released by CGR early in the 
2020 season when he was 
suspended by NASCAR for 
using a racial slur during a live 
stream of an iRacing event. 
The suspension kept Larson 
sidelined for the remainder of 
2020. Larson won six times 
with Ganassi, including four 
wins in 2017.

GROSJEAN SET TO MAKE SHORT OVAL DEBUT AT GATEWAY
Romain Grosjean is set to 
run the short oval at World 
Wide Technology Raceway, 
better known as Gateway, 
when IndyCar visits in August. 
Grosjean is only running the 
road courses with Dale Coyne 
Racing this year, his debut 
IndyCar season, in part due 
to safety concerns on the 
fast ovals. While Texas Motor 
Speedway and Indianapolis 
produce very high speeds, 
Gateway is run with the high 
downforce package and has an 
average race speed around 175 
mph.

The long-time F1 driver spoke 
to team owners Dale Coyne and 
Rick Ware about the possibility 
of running the upcoming race, 
and he now seems to have 
been given the green light. 
Speaking with Motorsport.com, 
Coyne con!rmed that the plan 
is to have Grosjean run the race 
at Gateway next month.

“We’re going to test with 
Romain at Gateway on July 
27, because we have every 
intention of doing the race 
there next month,” said Coyne. 
“It’s going to be a good test 
there, because there’ll be quite 
a few cars there, so we’ll have a 
chance for him to run alone and 
then as he gets more con!dent 
we can put him in tra$c so he 
gets to learn what dirty air is 
really all about!

“It’s also a good test because 
it’s a day-and-night test – [it] 
runs from mid-a#ernoon to 11 
o’clock at night – so it will also 
give him a good experience 
of how a track evolves, the 
di"erent downforce levels he’ll 
feel in hot conditions and night 
conditions. Yeah, it should be 
a really good experience for a 
rookie.”

Grosjean has proved himself 
quite adept at adjusting to 

IndyCar, having already taken 
his maiden pole position and 
frequently placing himself in 
the top third of the timesheets. 
The 1.25-mile oval will be quite 
a di"erent experience for the 
Frenchman, however, as he 
does not have a history of 
racing anything other than road 
courses in his career. 

There could be plenty of 
opportunity to add races to 
his schedule if he decides to 
run more short ovals in the 
future, since Roger Penske 
recently revealed plans to add 
more ovals to the calendar in 
upcoming years.

The Bommarito Auto Group 
500 will be run on the evening 
of August 21, following the 
upcoming races from the 
streets of Nashville and the 
Indianapolis road course.

Grosjean’s maiden IndyCar season has 
so far been limited to road courses



PARTINGSHOT
The drivers all got to meet the 2022 Formula 1 car during the 

British Grand Prix weekend
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